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Chairman Owens:  Opened the hearing on HB 1324.   
 
Tony Scheving, Pastor, Fargo Baptist Church:  Speaking in favor of HB 1324.  
(see attachment #1) (:41-6:18). 
 
Rep. K. Koppelman:  Dist. 13 representative.  Sponsoring HB 1324. (6:40-9:57) 
 
Chairman Owens:  How long have you been doing this Mr. Scheving? 
 
Tony Scheving:  We started this as Dakota Baptist Bible Institute in 1992.  Now we 
have people coming from across the country and other places.   
 
Chairman Owens:  Any other questions for Mr. Scheving? 
 
Frank Wilson, Provost of Masters Baptist College: (see attachment #2) (11:21-21:22)  
 
Chairman Owens:  Are there any questions?   
 
Rep. Hoverson:  Is Jamestown College exempt?  To be accredited displaces the authority 
of the church.  I thought you were already exempt. 
 
Frank Wilson:  To be accredited, we resist those things. 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  Are you currently approved by the board of higher education?  
 
Frank Wilson:  We are not.  Trying to find resolution to this issue. 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson: Currently you are not authorized by the state and you have  
been operating without authority of the state board of higher education. 
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Frank Wilson:  That is what we understand and that is the reason we are here. 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  That is normal because you are a religious organization, 
you wouldn’t fall within the statute, but could you define or provide what you  
describe as tension. 
 
Frank Wilson:  It is the understanding as this statute is written, it doesn’t exempt 
religious.  If we look at the nine exemptions the closest we find is number two 
where it speaks to charitable organizations but under their conditions, so we don’t find 
ourselves in here as exempted.  According to the legal counsel that we got, they agree. 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson: What legal counsel?  
 
Frank Wilson:  This would be the Christian Law Association. 
 
Rep. M. Johnson:  I am trying to pinpoint where the state comes in.  The state 
is a factor of this tension that exists.  
 
Frank Wilson:  It’s the Century Code 15-18.1.  The minimum standards, this reads 
as if the state board of higher education, the standards that they set apply to us. 
We do not find ourselves in the exemption. 
 
Rep. M Johnson:  You have been operating all this time without the approval of the 
state board of higher education.  I don’t see that this even applies to you, without the 
exemption. 
 
Frank Wilson:  And the fact that we have not been operating under the approval is  
where we believe we learn that is where the tension is, because we were doing so 
without approval. 
 
Vice Chairman Schreiber-Beck: Is there a legal interpretation from the Attorney  
General’s office to indicate that you were not in compliance?   
 
Frank Wilson:  We are not aware that the Attorney General has offered an opinion. 
We didn’t seek that opinion from them, we went to the Christian Law Association 
and that is why we are here. 
 

     Rep D. Johnston:  Has it occurred in other states where their board of higher 
     education has come into their realm and dictated what they do? 
 
     Frank Wilson:  We are not operating in other states.  We are sending graduates 
     to other states to serve. I was in contact with a CLA lawyer who cited a case in 
     Texas where their minimum statutes seem to be very similar to the ones in  
     North Dakota and there was a tension there and the Supreme Court of Texas 
     ruled that this statute was in violation of the First Amendment rights, so I  
     know that these things happen in other states. 
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Rep. Mary Johnson:  State doesn’t have copyright on those terms. 
 
Frank Wilson:  The state doesn’t have a monopoly on these terms. So that 
religious organizations engaged in postsecondary education could use those terms.  
 
Chairman Owens: The Issue here exists under 18.1, you believe voluntary application  
for authorization to operate, the board powers and duties, you have to meet minimum 
standards about all postsecondary education to be accredited.  You think you fall into 
that and you are not in the exemptions right now.  The board in theory would have  
power over you. 
 
Frank Wilson:  That is the understanding of the statute.  We are not approved and 
therefore the tension.   
 
Chairman Owens:    Going to check with Attorney General. Anyone else in favor 
Of HB1324?  Opposition to HB1324?  Any neutral position to HB1324? 
 
 Close hearing on HB1324. 
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Chairman Owens:  Committee work on HB 1324. 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  Was there an amended bill before this?  This just leaves a partial 
sentence.   
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  You have to go to Chapter 15-18.1-02, which are 
the exemptions and the chapter starts out ‘the following education and educational schools 
or institutions are exempted from the provisions of this chapter’ and then it would read 
‘religious postsecondary educational institutions established, operated and governed by a 
church, religious denomination or religious organization.’   
 
As we learned during the testimony on this that this particular religious institution is a 501-
3C, which is a charitable institution.  I provided the amendments in the case that you wanted 
to use and list this, but essentially item 2 under exemptions list education offered by 
charitable institutions, organizations or agencies so recognized by the board provided the 
education is not advertised or promoted as leading toward the educational credentials, which 
was their issue.  Higher Ed is not comfortable allowing them to advertise credentials when 
they aren’t an accredited institution, which makes sense.  
 
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:   (Inaudible) 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any further discussion?  I’m not interested in putting their degrees in 
Century Code.  The amendment takes that out. 
 
Rep. Andrew Marschall:  What would be the plusses or minuses of putting the credentials 
into the statutes. 
 
Chairman Owens:   Actual degrees? 
 
Rep. Andrew Marschall:  Yes, how they list it. 
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Chairman Owens:  For one, it would suggest that we are limiting them to those two degrees 
and it highlights that we are saying that these are degrees.  The state is supporting the fact 
that they are qualified degrees if we list them in Century Code.  I don’t know that we want to 
go there.  
 
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:  Paying attention to what Mayville State did and what other places 
do for their credentialing, it is a three-year process.  Even private institutions go through 
credentialing and I am sure the tribal institutions have a credentialing board as well.  I didn’t 
hear there was any credentialing process at this institution.   
 
Chairman Owens:  What this amendment does is restrict it.  It cuts the bill down to simple 
exemption of religious organizations.  It doesn’t say anything about the quality of education 
or supportive of education or anything if you include the amendment.  Right now, it suggests 
which issues educational credentials and if put in century code the state is saying we agree 
that’s what they do and here are their degrees. 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  To explain that further, if you are enrolled in this 
program offered by this religious institution, the credits you are taking do not transfer to any 
other school.  It’s only what they are offering, it’s not an accredited program.  That is why 
Higher Ed isn’t happy with the suggestion to list that, because it says they are validating that 
they are an accredited institution which they are not.  I only offered proposed amendments 
so that we could look at them.   
 
Representative Denton Zubke:   I move a Do No Pass on HB 1324. 
 
Rep. Ron Guggisberg:  Seconded.   
 
A Roll Call Vote was taken:  Yes  10, No  4, Absent  0.  Rep. Guggisberg will carry HB 
1324. 
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