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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
a bill relating to the restriction on the possession of a firearm or dangerous weapon 

 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1,2,3,4,5 

 
Chairman Porter: called the hearing to order on HB 1317. 
 
Rep. Simons: If you prohibit one from protecting themselves in their own a public or private 
area (home, facility) you are found liable in our judiciary system. I’ve checked with legal 
counsel, attorneys, and have found this to be true.  
 
Rep Heinert:  If you come to my home, I tell you, you can’t protect yourself in my home, then 
I leave and you stay and something happens to you, you can sue me? 
 
Rep Simons:  That’s the way the judiciary system is working right now to my knowledge in 
ND.   All we’re doing is putting into Century Code what is already practiced in ND. 
 
Chairman Porter:  Do you have actual case law on any situations that this is the way the 
judicial system interpreted and acted? 
 
Rep. Simons: Samantha Kramer does. I do not have that info. I think she’d be willing to give 
that to you upon request.  
 
Andrew Kordonowy:  Attachment 1 
 
Chairman Porter:  Further testimony? Any opposition? 
 
Brennan Quintus, CEO ND Insurance Reserve Fund:  Attachment 2 
 
Rep Bosch:  Can you walk me through a real world situation? An example? 
 
Quintus:  If someone is walking around a park, a gun is prohibited on the premises, and 
someone were to be injured on the premises as a result from a weapon or gun, this opens 
up another avenue for that park district that felt it was a good idea to prohibit weapons on 
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their premises, another avenue for them to be liable for that injury when they may not have 
caused the injury resulting from the weapon.  
 
Rep Bosch: Let’s say someone goes to a Larks game and an incident happens there. The 
Park District would be liable? 
 
Quintus: It opens up another avenue for liability. Inviting an unnecessary liability exposure. 
 
Chairman Porter: As an insurance reserve fund, even without this law, a political or entity, 
public or private, aren’t going to get sued, aren’t going to have to defend themselves, aren’t 
going to have the expense of a lawsuit, and aren’t going to consider settling because it’s 
going to be cheaper in the long run than a lawsuit? 

 
Quintus:  We feel this bill adds another layer of liability. 
 
Chairman Porter: Do you think all that looks at potential liabilities whether this passes or not 
and price it into their products already?  
 
Quintus: Currently it is not. We understand if there’s a valid act or event we’d end up in some 
legal action against  
 
Chairman Porter: further testimony in opposition? 
 
Katie Fitzsimmons, Director of Student Affairs, NDUS: presented Attachment 3. 
 
Amy DeKok, legal Counsel for the ND School Boards Association: presented Attachment 4. 
 
Matt Gardner, Greater ND Chamber: I think it’s a basic infringement on property rights. We 
should give our businesses the opportunity to choose what they do on their properties. 
 
Mike Rude, ND Retail Assn ND and ND Petroleum Marketers: we have concerns to this bill 
as to the rights of property owners. We ask for a Do Not Pass. 
 
Christopher Dodson, Executive Director, ND Catholic Conference:  this just raises too many 
unanswered questions. Firearms and dangerous weapons are used in this bill and the section 
on public gatherings. It raises questions. For schools it looks as though it would affect non-
public schools because they’re not allowed one of the bills earlier today and that would 
change, raising questions regarding this bill and new liabilities. When it comes to interpreting 
law, the presumption is the legislature does not engage in (inaudible) act. So you’re changing 
the law. Are you creating new liabilities that don’t exist or new causes of action that don’t 
exist now?   
 
 Amy Copas, ND Council for Education Leaders: presented Attachment 5 
 
Chairman Porter: questions? Further testimony in opposition?  
 
Rep. Keiser:  would it be possible for a representative of the attorney general to come 
forward?  
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Troy Seibold, chief deputy attorney general:  
 
26:40 
 
Rep. Keiser: There’s a disconnect here, one says it’s the law and one says it changes.  I 
can be held liable in either one of those situations. This only does half of that. In ND, given 
our structure, we sue everyone, they all get included.  
 
Seibold:  It’s not uncommon to sue everyone that was there. But doesn’t dismiss the plaintiff 
from having to prove. 
 
Rep. Keiser:  You’re not getting off that’s my point. By putting this in, if no other evidence, 
does this become the basis for a successful lawsuit. 
 
Seibold:  it may.  
 
Chairman Porter:  further questions? Further opposition?  Closed the hearing. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
a bill relating to the restriction on the possession of a firearm or dangerous weapon 

 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Porter: called the hearing to order on HB 1317. 
 
Rep. Roers Jones: Move Do Not Pass on HB 1317. 
 
Rep. Mitskog:  Second. 
 
Chairman Porter: discussion? 
 
Rep. Ruby:  I am on the bill, but in light of the fact the school has the liability regardless, I 
don’t see a need for it. So I will go with the recommendation. 
 
Chairman Porter:  discussion?  Clerk will call the roll on HB 1317. 
13 yes    0 no     1 absent.    Motion carries.   Rep. Mitskog is carrier. 
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