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Vice Chairman Rohr Opened the Hearing on HB 1311 
 
5:40-8:00 Representative Ruth Buffalo: Read testimony (see attachment 1)   
 
Representative Anderson: Is there a Fiscal note with this bill for the training?  
 
Representative Ruth Buffalo: No, because this fall within the existing scope of the human 
trafficking commission.  
 
9:00 Sandra Bercier, Executive Director for First Nation Women’s Alliance:  We have a 
coalition of women located in Devil Lake, ND. There are 18 tribal coalitions across the 
country. This past September Darlene Billie’s body was found in Dunn County by local 
residents. After she was found it hit the news but before that no one was aware she was 
even missing. Last spring, I was at a Crimes Against Women conference in Texas and they 
showed Wind River, which is a movie based out of Wyoming and the Wind River Reservation, 
at the end of the show there was a 3-person panel; there was a national trainer, BIA and a 
FBI agent, a nonnative person asked why do so many native women go missing. One of the 
people on the panel said that because of the desperate situations on the reservation they 
chose to leave.  I couldn’t believe that she would say that, I have to disagree, none of us 
would never leave and not let our families know that we are moving and where we are going.  
 
12:18 This is the beginning of a movement, North Dakota could actually be a leader by 
adopting the language for missing and murdered indigenous people.  That doesn’t mean that 
it isn’t inclusive of all races because we look at it that we are all related. The langue itself 
would be indicative of the entire population. We need to make sure that there is cross 
jurisdiction training, First Nations does training in Law Enforcement, that’s why there’s no 
fiscal note attached. SB 2159 gives 1.5 million of funding for human trafficking and I would 
hope that some of that money would come to our partners, like Youth Works and CAWS, we 
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work closely to address trafficking but missing and murdered is a result of trafficking a lot of 
times.  
 
14:45 Vice Chairman Rohr: Any other questions for Ms. Bercier?  
 
Scott Davis, Commissioner of Indian Affairs: Supports this bill for a number of reasons; 
tightens up local agencies to work together, provides education, process training that law 
enforcement and the public need when these things happen. It gives a better response to 
the public and local agencies of how to do these things when someone is missing. It’s figuring 
out how we navigate through the federal, county, and state processes. Everyone worked well 
together, it wasn’t a native thing it was simply a missing person, someone’s daughter or 
sister.  This bill in important because if someone goes missing we all need to work together.  
 
20:10 Representative Damschen: What specific training would happen?  
 
Scott Davis: What are the things to look for, what resources do you have within the 
community?  What inventory of people do you have that are trained in this area? Those are 
the things we have drafted in our office. Especially in our schools, how do we prove that it is 
happening?   
 
Vice Chairman Rohr: So the curriculum has not been developed yet?  
 
Scott Davis: I am not certain of that but Representative Buffalo will get the info to you. 
 
23:00-26:40 Kathrin Volochenko Nonpartisan League. (See attachment 2) law 
enforcement needs to build jurisdictional alliances with any give savarin nation that was it 
speeds up the investigation process.  
 
27:45-33:45 Erica Thunder: Judicial Systems Administrator - Support of this bill and 
yesterday I testified in a separate bill that would recognized BIA as federal agents under 
North Dakota Century Code. When I think back to the Olivia Lone bear case I can’t help but 
get emotional, we had no road map in Olivia’s case, it was a woman from my tribe and the 
law enforcement response was all hands on deck. We had highway patrol that put in tons of 
hours, not because it was a native or nonnative, it was just a person missing, a mother of 5. 
BCI was wonderful without them a lot of the data components and the technological side of 
things would not of have been able to be looked at. We had a lack of resources on the 
reservation. We had county and local officials that had the ability to disperse vehicles to 
search the waters and that’s where we got into the discussions of tribal waters and tribal land 
and tribal jurisdiction, that’s when our office got really involved. I saw it work without a 
blueprint, we figured it out as we went but to have the education component that it in this bill 
would help us greatly.   
 
Representative Damschen: What was missing that this change in the law would fix? 
 
Ms. Thunder: I just think we didn’t even know where to begin. With the education that is 
being purposed it really is the early signs of when someone is taken of why we are taken ect.  
It could help with dialog in general and the jurisdictions.  What I see this bill doing is helping 
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law enforcement to know about sister agencies and this is how you assist depending on who 
you are working with.  
 
37:15 Vice Chairman Rohr: I have a question for Representative Buffalo, the curium design 
of this bill is very important, how this is logistically being put in place?  
 
Representative Buffalo: It would be put in place within the human trafficking commission. 
The work of prevention and awareness training and would be adding and highlighting the 
need for the epidemic that we are facing.  
 
38:40 Troy Seibel, Chief Deputy Attorney General: ND Human Trafficking Commission is 
actually called together by the attorney general, members are selected by the attorney 
general. We have asked the task force to help train people and they have developed ate 
rebuts training program. We would be happy to promote this, this training would be beneficial 
to everyone.  
 
41:30 Vice Chairman Rohr: Is there a time line for this curriculum development? 
 
Mr. Seibel: I am not aware of one, we would work with Representative Buffalo and the folks 
at CAWS and the ones that have developed the law enforcement training already to just 
figure out what we need to do to get it put together, I think it could be put together fairly 
quickly.  
 
Representative Porter: What happens if the Senate bill fails and there isn’t any money? 
 
Mr. Seibel: It would make it very difficult for us to continue a lot of the victim services that 
the state currently provides. The 1.5 million that is in the Senate bill that are state dollars 
really focuses on victim services. The training that we are referring to here is something that 
is provided through the task force and the task force is federally funded.    
 
Representative Porter: What is the amount of federal funding that comes into the state?  
 
Mr. Seibel: They are federal dollars and the task force has a detail budget that we can 
definitely provide.  
 
43:35 Janelle Moos, Executive Director; We are the state domestic violence and sexual 
assault collation, there’s one in every state and territory. We are a sister to First Nations 
Women’s’ Alliance. 2014 is when we first started to get involved with human trafficking work 
and got request from our shelters because they were starting to see a rise in requests for 
services that they weren’t prepared to offer. Most victims that come to us our victim domestic 
violence.  Our shelter didn’t feel they were equipped to deal with human trafficking. We also 
started a partnership with Youth Works they were starting to see a rise in kids that are at risk 
of being trafficked because they are runaways or homeless. We started to see traffickers 
showing up at these shelters. 2015 the House appropriation committee gave us 1.25 million 
to get the Human Trafficking programs started, 2017 we were able to get 825 thousand that 
supports the victim services. The bill that we are talking about this morning would continue 
the work from 2015/2017 and it supports law enforcement investigations so really looking at 
how we investigate these cases.  
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49:45 Representative Porter: Are the funds that you are talking about showing up in the    
attorney general’s budget and the 1.5 million is in addition to that?  
 
Ms. Moos: That fund is on track to be spent out by the end of the biennium so the 1.5 million 
request is to continue the work that we have started. The attorney general’s budget doesn’t 
have ongoing appropriation for human trafficking services.  

 
51:00 Tracey Wilkie, Enrolled member of the Turtle Mountain Tribe: I lived half my life 
on the reservation and then moved to Portland Oregon, I never thought human trafficking 
would happen to my daughter. She came here to the reservation to make a new life for herself 
and was immediately taken advantage of. We need protection for our girls and for our people.  
 
Vice Chairman Rohr: Any further testimony?   
 
54:50-58:30 Sheridan McNeil; Director of Career & Technical Education, United Tribes: 
(see attachment 3) Do you have a daughter, son a mother? What lengths would you go to 
protect them? The structure is already there we are just asking you to include our people. 
This would include all of North Dakota.  

 
58:50 Christina Sambor, Youth Works: Is one of the primary providers of training and 
education around human trafficking in North Dakota. In the last year we have added a tribal 
navigator that is looking at how we as an agency the has responsibility to make sure we are 
training in a fair and representative manner.  
 
Vice Chairman Rohr: Anyone else in favor of HB 1311? Anyone opposed? Hearing is 
closed.  
 

 Attachments 4 and 5 where passed out but not discussed.  
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to law enforcement training on missing and murdered indigenous people. 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Weisz: Opened meeting on HB 1311.  Roll call, quorum present.  This bill has 
to do with law enforcement training.  Being we don’t have jurisdiction on the reservation how 
does it help to train our law enforcement? 
 
Representative M. Ruby:  I believe it is dealing with the task force.  That is one of the things 
being addressed jurisdictional red tape.  This may beneficial to everyone understand their 
roles and get around all the red tape.  (3:25) 
 
Representative Porter:  I move a do pass on HB 1311. 
 
Representative M. Ruby:    Seconded.  

 
Chairman Weisz:   Any further discussion?  
 
Representative Damschen:   I was hoping that we were already doing this.  There was 
testimony where there were investigations and there was good cooperation between law 
enforcement and the tribal law enforcement.  I got the impression from that the bill might be 
unnecessary.   
  
Representative M. Ruby: I remember they were talking about investigation where there 
was a lot of respect for each other and a working relationship.  But everyone was hands off 
and wondering who should take lead with respect to jurisdiction. 
 
Chairman Weisz:   Any further discussion?   Seeing none the clerk will call the roll for a do 
pass on HB 1311. 
 
Roll Call vote:   Yes   13    No  0   Absent  1.   
 
Representative M. Ruby:  Will carry the bill.   Hearing closed.  
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