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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
a bill relating to the possession of a firearm or dangerous weapon at a public gathering 

 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1,2,3,4,5,6 

 
Chairman Porter: called the hearing to order.   
 
Rep. Becker:   Chap.62.102 Sec.5 deals with public gatherings. The prohibition of guns at public 
gatherings generally includes schools, churches, sporting and athletic events, and buildings owned 
or operated by the government. This would add to the current list of exemptions Class 1 concealed 
permit holders. Gun free zones have good intentions but don’t accomplish what the desired outcome 
is. I know there are people who work in the Capital and would like to legally be able to carry for their 
own defense.  
 
Rep Heinert:  This opens up any public building for a Class 1 license holder? 
 
Rep. Becker:  Yes. 
 
Rep Heinert: Any idea how many class 1 holders in ND? 
 
Rep. Becker:  I do not. 
 
Chairman Porter: Further questions?  support?   
 
Craig Roe, Kindred ND, ND and MN concealed weapons instructor:  MN laws are quite different.  
One of their sections in law forbids the state MN legislature of putting together a public gathering law. 
You can carry in all public places, all public owned buildings, not federal buildings. They have 
provisions for state courthouses and state capital. They’re not saying you cannot carry, but you have 
to give notice that you will be carrying in to the capital, suggested by certified mail. Not much problem 
with MN permit holders carrying in public places. This bill is good. Why are there restrictions when 
they’ve taken the course, the test, carry the permit. This bill is a good way to do it. 
 
Andrew Bornemann:  presented Attachment 1 
 
Chairman Porter: questions? Further support? Opposition to HB 1310. 
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Susan Beechler, Mandan:    I don’t think more guns are the answer. I don’t think the testing is that 
rigorous. When you introduce guns into a violent situation it’s never good. 
 
Amy DeKok, legal counsel for ND School Boards Association: presented Attachment 2. 
 
Chairman Porter: questions? Further opposition? 
 
21:15 
 
Nick Archuleta:  President of ND United. On behalf of our 11,500 members I urge a Do Not Pass. 
Our members have told us consistently and overwhelmingly they do not support but licensed law 
enforcement serving as SROs to have weapons on school property. 
 
Chairman Porter:  Do you want to clarify the statement of licenses law enforcement officers? 
Currently a licenses private security guard can also carry a weapon on school property.  
 
Archuleta: the question we posed to our members in a survey was licensed law enforcement officer. 
They love our SROs and feel they are positive assets. The don’t favor are people who haven’t 
undergone a rigorous weapons training. 
 
Chairman Porter: What is the total number of public and private schools in ND and what is the total 
number of schools that have an SRO on staff and duty for the entire school day and extracurricular 
activities? 
 
Archuleta: I’m not certain of the total number of schools. I know that most of the large school districts 
do employ SROs primarily in the middle and high school levels.  
 
Chairman Porter: Could you find that information for me? Total number of schools, total number of 
FT SROs, what their working day and hour consists of. If it’s during school hours, extracurricular 
activities so I have a general understanding of what they’re doing.  
 
Archuleta:  I will get you that information. 
 
Ruby:  Could we get that survey? 
 
Archuleta: I can get the parts of the survey relevant to this bill.  
 
Katie Fitzsimmons, Director of Student Affairs, ND University System:  Attachment 3 
 
32:30 Russ Ziegler:   Presented Attachment 4. 
 
Rep Heinert:  Is it basically for schools or all public buildings?   
 
Ziegler:  Mostly for schools, some comments for public areas. 
 
Christopher Dodson, ND Catholic Conference: presented Attachment 5. 
 
Chairman Porter: questions? Opposition? Closed the hearing. 
 
Attachment 6: Cheryl Biller submitted testimony but did not testify.  
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Date of meeting:  2/7/2019 10:49 AM 

Members present: Chairman Heinert, Rep. Lefor, Rep. Eidson, Rep. Porter 

Others present: Casey Miller, Amy Copas, Chad Oban, Alexis Baxley, Bob Marthaller, Alex Kelsch 

Topics discussed: 

1. Heinert passed out an email he’d received from Mr. Woock as Attachments 1 and 2 making 
recommendations to changing this bill into the development of a Class 1a firearms license 

 Would have to be Class 1 license holder 

 Fulfil obligations through a certified trainer consistent with that identified by ND Peace 
Officers Standards and Training Board 

 Renew every 12 months successfully with no more than 8 hours training 
 

2. The Peace Officer Standard is the same standard our private security board uses to allow a 
private security officer the ability to carry a weapon. 

 Example, the bill that exempts retired judges- that grouping of individuals maybe should 
be brought in to this training level which standardizes training for individuals who are 
unrestricted where they conceal and carry. 
 

3. Taking all the exemptions in current statute and identifying each one as having to make their 
own decision like we treat the churches in their exemption where they’d have to declare 
whether they would or would not allow the carrying of a handgun in their facilities, including 
schools, public places, government entities.  

 We’re trying to find a solution for each one decide is going to be a case by case basis 

 Someone is going to have to be responsible to oversee this program, to make sure we’re 
vetting the training and trainer, a private entity, not law enforcement 
 

4. Schools may still have an issue with this even if we allow someone who has been through 
all the training so we need to think about this more, referring to the 1A.  

 If this is allowed, we need to tell ND citizens we’re requiring a significant amount of 
preparatory work and training and renewal to carry. 
 

Casey Miller, Chief Investigator for the BCI 

 Around 13,184 Class 1 in state permit holders, 159 out of state 
 

Amy Copas, ND Council of Education Leaders 

 The training is a step in the right direction.  

 We would struggle with removing schools from being a gun free zone in any way, shape, 
form.  Even with the training and qualifications, we would respectfully ask that schools 
maintain that status of gun free zones. 

 
Motion and vote:         none 
 

Time of Adjournment:  11:05 AM 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

HB 1310 a bill relating to the possession of a firearm or dangerous weapon at a public gathering 
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Members present: Chairman Heinert, Rep. Lefor, Rep. Eidson, Rep. Porter 

Others present:  

 

Topics discussed: 

 Rep. Ruby presented Amendment 19.0290.01001 as Attachment 1 for discussion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion and vote: 
Rep. Ruby moved to recommend the amendment .01001 to the committee. 
Motion died for lack of a second. 
 
Rep. Lefor moved to recommend a Do Not Pass to the committee. 
Rep. Eidson seconded. 
Roll call vote    3 yes   1 no   0 absent.  Motion carried. 
 

 

 

 

Time of Adjournment ___9:54__ 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

HB 1160 a bill relating to the sale of firearms 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
a bill relating to the possession of a firearm or dangerous weapon at a public gathering 

 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1 

 
Chairman Porter:  opened the hearing on HB 1310 and opened discussion on Amendment 
19.0290.01001 (Attachment 1). 
 
Rep Heinert:    The subcommittee recommends no amendments and a Do Not Pass, and so move 
a Do Not Pass on HB 1310. 
 
Rep. Lefor:  Second. 
 
Chairman Porter:   Discussion on HB 1310? We have a motion and a second for a Do Not Pass on 
HB 1310.  Roll call vote:  13 yes   1 no   0 absent.  Rep. Lefor is carrier. 
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