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Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1, 2 

 
Chairman Porter: called the hearing to order on HB 1309. 
 
Rep. Becker presented Attachment 1.   
 
Chairman Porter:  
 
Rep. Lefor: copy of a Texas bill. Clarify, has it passed? 
 
Rep. Becker: It has not yet, waiting to go to the floor. Tennessee has a similar one.  
A person voiced a concern working with federal agencies and law enforcement regarding 
drugs. This in no way would inhibit local and state law enforcement from working with feds 
on drugs or anything just because there was also associated guns. You can assist in the 
enforcement on those portions without saying we’re assisting in all portions. The federal 
government can ask us to help based on the drug.  
 
Chairman Porter: The federal firearms law, did you do any research on what ramifications 
this would have on our current class 1 and class 2 concealed weapons permits because they 
require work with the federal government in alcohol tobacco firearms and with the FBI in 
order to get that permit, if this passes it appears our permitting system will just be for ND 
again and we’ll lose all reciprocity.  
 
Rep. Becker:  It’s in ND statute, good to go to assist federal agents.   
 
Rep. Keiser: I understand with this bill ND law enforcement can participate on any federal 
effort whenever they choose to, we wouldn’t be obligated to, correct? 
 
Rep. Becker: Absolutely. 
 
Raheem Williams, Policy Advisor for the ND Young Republicans:  presented Attachment 2. 
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Vice Chairman Damschen: Rep. Becker said not enforcing federal law. I don’t want it to be 
a sanctuary city. Tell me this isn’t anywhere near that. 
 
Williams:  Sanctuary cities is not the goal. This is not anywhere near sanctuary cities. It’s a 
2nd amendment protection. 
 
Vice Chairman Damschen: We’re not talking about people that have committed a crime 
from the federal government. I get concerned when we’re not allowing our law enforcement 
to enforce federal law. I realize there’s a difference and I want there to be a big difference. 
 
Williams: This bill has guidelines for cooperation and doesn’t forbid cooperation. This says 
if there’s an arbitrary executive order that says now the guns you have are illegal, it has to 
determine if this is within the jurisdiction of the century code, and if not, let him on his way. 
 
Rep Heinert:   So the ND Young Republicans Association has taken a stance on this?  
 
Williams:   Yes our executive board is in agreement with this. 
 
Rep Heinert:  In your written testimony, last sentence. You say this law accomplishes one 
thing, to allow the ND elected officials to decide what a good gun and bad gun is. Can you 
point that out in this bill that we can do that? 
 
Williams:  The law essentially defers to ND Century Code on guns in terms of what can and 
cannot be enforced. The ND Century Code is voted on and written the ND Legislature. All 
the guns illegal in ND according to the Century Code remain illegal and enforced by our law 
enforcement as it should be under our federal system of governance.  
 
Chairman Porter: further questions? Support? Opposition?  Closed the hearing.   
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Topics discussed: 

 

HB 1309 

 Our intent appears to be that our state law enforcement would not be involved in enforcing 
federal laws within the State of ND unless the items under 2 A,B,C occur 

 Often times investigations happen in conjunction with local law enforcement, different state 
and federal issues will come up related to drugs and firearms and find out other things. If we 
pass this law, you wouldn’t be able to investigate any of those federal violations as a state 
law enforcement, you’d have to call out federal  

 premise is impractical from an administrative point, doesn’t work in practice. Day to day in 
the field I don’t think there’s a practical way to can put it together 

 What does the law say, should I be helping, shouldn’t I, not a good premise? Right now we 
have a relationship where we help in all situations and should not be passing this. 

 

 

 

 

Motion and vote: 
.  

 

Rep. Bosch made a motion to recommend a Do not pass. 

Rep. Zubke, second. 

Roll call vote  4 yes,  0 no,  0 absent. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Time of Adjournment __3:45__ 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
HB 1309 a bill relating to the limitation on enforcing o providing assistance regarding violations of federal firearm 
laws 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
a bill relating to the limitation on enforcing or providing assistance regarding violations of federal firearm laws 

 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Porter: called the hearing to order on HB 1309. 
 
Rep. Roers Jones: The part of this the committee had the most issue was Sub 2, that the 
State is not going to work with Federal law enforcement. Often times investigations happen 
in conjunction with local law enforcement when doing something related to drugs. Often times 
you find firearms, and find more as the investigation is ongoing. If this were the case local 
law enforcement wouldn’t be able to investigate those federal violations. They’d have to call 
in the feds and have them take over that portion of the investigation or turn your head and 
pretend you didn’t see the federal violations, contrary to the oath that officers take to protect 
the constitution. For these reasons we give a Do Not Pass recommendation.  
 
Rep. Zubke: Second 
 
Chairman Porter: We have motion and second for Do Not Pass.  Discussion?   
13  yes      1 no      0 absent      Rep. Roers Jones is carrier. 
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