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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to initial teaching licenses for individuals completing alternative teacher certification 
program  
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Chairman Owens:  Opened hearing on HB 1287 
 
Rep. Satrom: (see attachment 1) 
 
Melanie Olmstead, Director, Government Affairs, American Board: (See Attachment 2)   end 
9:00 
 
Chairman Owens:  Are there any questions?   
 
Rep. Hoverson:  Could you repeat the 95% and 97%?  I want to make sure that I got that right.   
 
Ms. Olmstead:  Drexell University came up with 20 indicators of teacher quality for new teachers and  
on 95% of those indicators American Board teachers performed as good or in some cases 
 even better that the traditionally trained teachers.  The 97% of principals who currently employ 
an American Board teacher indicated a desire to keep that teacher beyond the threeyear mark. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Further questions?  
 
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:  What are the 14 states that are utilizing this organization and I would 
also like to have a better understanding of the make-up of the organization.  Is it a private 
organization? 
 
Ms. Olmstead:  Non-profit organization and have been since 2001.  In the 14 states that we 
operate in, I can provide you with the list.  Idaho, Utah, Arizona, Oklahoma, Wisconsin,  
Missouri, Mississippi, Arkansas, Florida, South Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Hampshire, 
and one more that I will happily provide you with.  
 
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:   History of organization? 
 
Ms. Olmstead:   Because we are non-profit, we also have a board of directors and they have 
various backgrounds, professional, educators to business backgrounds.  We have a curriculum 
team that we employ that does work reviewing the materials that we update.   



House Education Committee  
HB 1287 
1-29-19 
Page 2  
   

 
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:  How many people are employed as instructors? 
 
Ms. Olmstead:  We have no faculty as we do not have professors who are tenured who work 
with our program.  We do have education Phd’s who oversee the curriculum team, but we 
don’t refer to them as our faculty because they are not professors who are standing in front 
of a classroom lecturing the students. They oversee the team. 
 
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:  How many people are in the organization?  What size is your 
organization? 
 
Ms. Olmstead:  We have approximately 24 people.   
 
Chairman Owens:  Any further questions?  Support, Opposition? 
 
Nick Archuleta, North Dakota United: (See Attachment 3) (15:00-17:45) Urge a Do Not Pass.     
 
Rep. Hoverson:  You have a lot of things on here that they don’t have and we could probable 
write 2 pages of what they don’t have, but what they do have is almost 100% of principals wanting 
to keep them.  How would you respond to that? 
 
Nick Archuleta:  The results are mixed as mentioned in my testimony.  You also see that the 
National board of teacher quality rates them very low in the states that they exist. 
 
Rep. Hoverson:  How would you respond to those principals?  What would you say to them?  
 
Nick Archuleta:  I would like to see the survey.  There is a survey from 2016 that shows the 
principals rated them as less prepared than those that have come through the traditional 
teacher service. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any other questions?  Anyone else in opposition to HB 1287? 

Dr. Brenda Tufte, Chair the Graduate Education Program at University of Mary: (19:05 - 21:50) 
(See Attachment 4) 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any questions from the committee?  
 
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:  Could you just clarify to us what it takes through the programs  
that you are familiar with for an alternative teacher to be accredited? 
 
Dr. Tufte:  If someone has a 4 year degree, they can apply for an Alt Access License and 
NDESPB and then they can get in the classroom right away without a license.  They have 
a year to submit a program of study from any college or university that is willing to work  
with them.  We have a number of Alt Access programs and so we evaluate the transcripts 
and visit with them about what they need and then can choose to take that course work 
online or they can choose to take it in the summertime.  I don’t know how 24 people do  
that for 10,000 teachers. 
 
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:  Could you give us the specifics of the size and organization of 
the program that you are discussing? 
 
Dr. Tufte:  At the U of Mary we go through accreditation, we have to show a certain 
 faculty to student ratio so that we can give students the support that they need to  
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be successful teachers.  All of our faculty members are licensed teachers with extensive 
experience in the classroom and an advanced degree in education.   
Our ratio is about 15:1. It varies by institution.  But all of the North Dakota college and  
universities that are accredited and licensed teachers have very similar standards. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any further question from the committee? 
 
Rep. Hoverson:  The more I hear, this sounds like a turf battle.  We do it this way and they do 
It that way.  We do it better.  Are you familiar with the 14 states that already do this?  Are you 
familiar with those at all? 
 
Dr. Tufte:  I have thought to get information on the American Board.  At best, the assessment is 
mixed.  I’ve seen some good reviews of the American Board and I’ve seen some very alarming 
reviews of the American Board. 
 
Rep. Hoverson :  Could you supply those? 
 
Dr. Tufte:  They actually have a facebook page where their candidates will log on and 
ask each other questions.  The twelve colleges and universities in the state of North Dakota 
that certify teachers work very well together.  We support each other.    
 
Rep. Hoverson:  Are there reviews on NDACTE?  
  
Dr. Tufte:  North Dakota ACTE is made up the colleges and universities in the state that 
offer teacher prep and so all of our universities are reviewed.  Our students evaluate.  Our 
students don’t graduate without an evaluation.   
 
Chairman Owens:  Any further questions from the committee? 
 
Dr. Tufte:  Submitting electronic testimony for additional presentation. 
 
Chairman Owens: Any further testimony in opposition?  Any Neutral testimony? 
 
Alexis Baxley, School Boards Association:  We are definitely looking for additional tools 
to get teachers into the classroom.  We are hesitant to specifically spell out any one  
organization in code and we just aren’t familiar enough with this organization to weigh in 
as to whether it is good or not for our students.  We would certainly appreciate any  
further study into this. 
 
Chairman Owens: Any questions from the committee?   Further neutral testimony?   end 29:00 
 
Dr. Brendas Pitkin, NDESPB: (See Attachment 5) end  32:40 
 
Chairman Owens: Anyone else with neutral testimony?    Closed hearing on HB 1287.   



2019 TESTIMONY 

HB 1287 










































