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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to abandoned infants at certain locations. 

 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments 1-8 

 
Vice Chairman Rohr: Opened the Hearing on HB 1285 
 
1:45 Representative Skroch, ND Safe Haven Law: (see attachment 1) 
 
6:10 Representative Skroch: Looking at attachment 2 Page 1, you can see the number of 
babies actually abandoned and these are babies in good condition.  
 
7:03 Testimony from Bette Grande attachment 3 
 
Representative Skroch, continues (see attachment 4): There are Safe Haven laws in all 
50 states, and it is also international.  
 
Page 2 of attachment 2 This shows the number of children that have been removed from 
homes. Page 3 of attachment 2 shows the number of children that didn’t survive. In an 
attempt to address this and to ensure that more parents in crisis are aware that there is a 
place they can turn and walk away.  
 
10:00 Representative Skroch: I’ve also included an email from Dr. Randal Cooper (see 
attachment 5)  
 

12:10 Representative Porter: Page 3 subsection 10 of the bill, you are telling the department 
to provide public awareness campaign, I don’t see any money or a fiscal note. Where is the 
money and how will this be accomplished inside the bill?  
 
Representative Skroch: At the time we talked about this, it was said to me that they could 
probably do this under existing programs. If there is a concern, I could definitely get a fiscal 
note drawn up.  
 
Vice Chairman Rohr: Further questions? Anymore support for HB 1285 
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14:00-16:10 Linda Thorson: State Director of Concerned Woman.  (see attachment 6)    
 
16:45-18:30 Mark Jorritsma: Executive Director of Family Policy Alliance of ND. (see 
attachment 7) 
 
19:00-21:40 Mylynn Tufte: ND State Health Officer (see attachment 8) 
 
Representative Tveit: Are you prepared in your department for any fiscal note that hasn’t 
been handled at this point? 
 
Mylynn Tufte: We do a lot of campaigns for health and we think this is something we can 
support right now but would be happy to take a look at it again.  
 
Representative Porter: Important to get it to a finite point inside the department, we should 
have funds planned for this area. 
 
Mylynn Tufte: We probably should have some more discussion.  
 
Representative Porter: The original bill was worded this way because the fire departments, 
police departments didn’t want the responsibility, worried that they come back from a call in 
January and find a baby at the front door.  With the discussion of this expansion was there 
an absolute mandate that they become an approved location? Was there any discussion with 
las enforcement? The original bill had this and the police departments and fire departments 
didn’t want this responsibility if they are the only person on staff. narrowed down to hospital  
  
Mylynn Tufte: I would have to refer to Representative Skroch about the law enforcement but 
I did have conversations with the Department of Health and Emergency Preparedness and 
asked if that was an option to leave with rural ambulance.  
 
Representative Porter: It was narrowed done to hospitals because there was just nobody 
there to receive these babies.  
 
25:45 Representative Kiefert: In the original bill; saying “unharmed condition” it’s good 
intentions here but is this a deterrent from somebody getting surrendered into a safe haven. 
  
Representative Skroch: They only have immunity if the baby is unharmed, meaning if the 
child is harmed there will be a follow up. The hope is that we get a child to safety before the 
child is harmed. Representative Porters question about locations; when this bill was first 
passed almost all communities had hospitals, now over the last 20 years a lot of those 
hospitals closed. I have spoken to some law enforcement and they no longer objected to this.   
 
29:00 Mr. Christopher Dodson, North Dakota Catholic Conference: We supported the 
original and we support the expansion.  The fundamental purpose of government is to take 
care and protect human life and the fundamental purpose of society is to continue to build a 
culture of life. That means revising and seeing how we can improve.  
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Representative Porter: Rural communities have only one person in law enforcement. Big 
cities are different they have more people in law enforcement. Why not pick a nursing home? 
They are staffed 24/7.  
  
Mr. Dodson: That should be their job, to save human lives. If it’s not possible maybe they 
can have that discussion but it seems reasonable that any agency that capable of doing it 
should.  
 
35:00 Steve Rizer, Director of Social Services: I come in support of this bill but I would 
also like to make a few comments; social Services should be called right away. We have 
specialist that are trained and will care for the child. The experts that do this type of work are 
in the agency 20-30% of the time, they are out in the field and in people’s homes. As long as 
the bill states that any staff person can except the child we will scramble and get there to 
take care of the child, we can’t be there 24 hours a day.  
 
Representative Devlin: How many hours are you open? 
 
Mr. Steve Rizer:  8 hours 
 
Representative Devlin: Every small town used to have a town cop and we don’t even have 
that all the time any more.  
 
Representative Dobervich: If an infant were dropped off at a law enforcement can’t the SS 
be called? 
 
Mr. Steve Rizer: absolutely  
 
Vice Chairman Rohr: Anyone opposed? We will close this meeting.  
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