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Vice Chairman Karls:   Opened the hearing on HB 1266. 
 
Rep. K. Koppelman:  Introduced the bill.  This idea came from a public employee.  She had 
calculated the cost in Cass County and what this amounted to and most people go on line 
and pay this bill. Our law now requires they include an envelope for a citation.  This lady had 
calculated the cost for this and most people go on line or stop by the courthouse to pay these 
fines.  This bill removes the requirement for an envelope be provided.  The officer must 
include an explanation on how the fine can be paid.  This is a simple government efficiency 
bill. 
 
Rep. McWilliams:  Do we know how many people actually use the system now? 
 
Rep. K. Koppelman:  I am not sure.   
 
Rep. McWilliams:  Do we have any numbers at all? 
 
Rep. Koppelman:  She has all of that. 
 
Rep. Hanson:  37.6% are paid on line per year as of 2017.  We would gain time and some 
efficiency.  It might be wash because of the envelope size.  Savings is unknown. 
 
Representative Jones:  Was there any discussion with this lady that maybe would get a 
percentage of that? 
 
Rep. Koppelman:  No but it was refreshing to see a person come forward to try and save us 
time and money. 
 
Neutral: 
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Major Aaron Hummel: Chief of Staff ND Highway Patrol: (Attachment #1) (8:50-13:30) 
 
Rep. Roers Jones:  Can you give an estimate on the envelopes and volume do you have 
on hand that could be wasted? 
 
Major Aaron Hummel:  The printing costs were $9700/biannual.  I don’t think our costs 
would go up much.  We would probably want to keep the envelope for the time being.   
 
Rep. Hanson:  The hearing request would be the problem? The only way to request a 
hearing on the on line process is to send a hard copy of the citation along with the fee.  
 
Major Aaron Hummel: The courts are very supportive going to online payments. 
 
Rep.  Jones:  Is there much savings? 
 
Major Aaron Hummel:  We have gone down that path before because we have had to 
provide that sheet it wasn’t the most popular way.  We were stuffing envelopes and troopers 
are very seasoned on what they do. They prefer the envelope. 
 
Rep. McWilliams:  Does the envelope offer protection for the citation? 
 
Major Aaron Hummel:  Yes this situation is thermal paper is heat sensitive so over time it 
will disappear.  
 
Rep. Magrum:  The cost is the price of a printing machine.  We have every cruiser with a 
printer in it. 
 
Major Aaron Hummel:  Yes every vehicle has a printer in it.  Smaller print is harder to read 
especially on thermal paper. 
 
Rep. Magrum: Could you just do a whole new piece of paper? 
 
Major Aaron Hummel:  Thermal paper is $8,000, so we would have an additional cost on 
top of that. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman:  Would the envelope have to have the same information on the 
heat sensitive paper?  Why not just have cards printed up instead of an envelope. Why not 
just have cards printed up with the required information that the bill calls for. 
 
Major Aaron Hummel:  It is the additional century code that requires this form be printed on 
the envelope. 
 
Opposition:  None 
 
Hearing closed.  
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Chairman K. Koppelman:   Opened the meeting on HB 1266. This is the one that was 
requested by many legislatures by someone and I did introduce the bill with some co-
sponsors.  There was no negative testimony but there was neutral testimony from highway 
patrol and revolved around this thermal paper they use.  I like the idea of a citizen that works 
for the state trying to save money. 
 
Rep. Roers Jones:  I like the idea of the citizen trying to save money.  It doesn’t appear that 
it will accomplish that goal. If they just had to put the website on the citation that would have 
been alright, but there was so much information on that envelope that I would move a do not 
pass. 
 
Do Not Pass Motion Made by Rep. Roers Jones; Seconded by Rep. McWilliams 
 
Discussion: 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman:  Sometimes government does not work that way to solve a 
problem but that does not seem to work. 
 
Roll Call Vote:    11   Yes    3    No     0   Absent   Carrier:  Rep. Roers Jones 
 
Closed. 
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