




19.0119.01000 FISCAL NOTE
Requested by Legislative Council

01/10/2019

Bill/Resolution No.: HB 1262

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding 
levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds

Revenues $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Expenditures $0 $0 $288,706 $0 $297,472 $0

Appropriations $0 $0 $288,706 $0 $297,472 $0

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political  
subdivision.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

Counties

Cities

School Districts

Townships

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions 
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

This bill establishes a statewide school safety and crisis hotline program in the Office of Attorney General.

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal  
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

Section 1 of the bill requires the Office of Attorney General to establish and administer a statewide program for 
receiving reports and other information related to school and student safety, including potential self-harm and 
potential harm or criminal acts directed at students, school employees, or schools.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund 
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

N/A

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and 
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

In order to provide oversight for the program the Office of Attorney General will need $288,706 for the 2019-21 
biennium and $297,472 for the 2021-23 biennium from the general fund for a criminal investigator.

The Office of Attorney General would likely contract with regional Department of Human Services centers. According 
to the Department of Human Services it would cost about $2,800 per incident when their counseling services are 
provided. 

Although other expenses related to the program are anticipated, the Office is unable to provide a reasonable 
estimate due to the inability to estimate the number of such incidents in a biennium. 



Project StandUp is a South Dakota program which provides for anonymous text messages to a system which sends 
the information directly to school officials and local law enforcement. If North Dakota looks to use this system, the 
additional component(s) to the system are estimated to cost $30,000. Private funding may be available to pay this 
cost, however it is not guaranteed.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund 
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether 
the appropriation or a part of the appropriation is included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing 
appropriation.

In order to provide oversight for the program the Office of Attorney General will need $288,706 for the 2019-21 
biennium and $297,472 for the 2021-23 biennium from the general fund for a criminal investigator.

The Office of Attorney General would likely contract with regional Department of Human Services centers. According 
to the Department of Human Services it would cost about $2,800 per incident when their counseling services are 
provided. 

Although other expenses related to the program are anticipated, the Office is unable to provide a reasonable 
estimate due to the inability to estimate the number of such incidents in a biennium. 

Project StandUp is a South Dakota program which provides for anonymous text messages to a system which sends 
the information directly to school officials and local law enforcement. If North Dakota looks to use this system, the 
additional component(s) to the system are estimated to cost $30,000. Private funding may be available to pay this 
cost, however it is not guaranteed.

Neither the current budget or the executive recommendation included funding for this program.

Name: Kathy Roll

Agency: Office of Attorney General

Telephone: 7013283622

Date Prepared: 01/15/2019
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
Relating to the establishment of a school safety and crisis hotline program; and to provide for a 
continuing appropriation. 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1, 2, 3 

 
Chairman Owens:  Opened the hearing on HB 1262.  Sponsor of the bill is delayed; invitation 
for those in favor to present testimony. 
 
Anna Frissell, Red River Children’s Advocacy Center: (1:35) (See Attachment #1) (4:45) 
 
Chairman Owens:   Any questions from the committee?  Are there any more recent studies 
about reporting child sexual abuse? 
 
Ms. Frissell:  I will check on that and email you if I find more recent studies on the reporting 
of it. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any further questions?  
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  When you have the number of people served (in 
2018), do you have an age breakdown that we can categorize the ages you’re seeing. 
 
Ms. Frissell:  We have the demographics for the 928 sexual abuse victims.  We do not keep 
the demographics for every prevention education piece that we do.  I can get you the 
demographics for sexual abuse in North Dakota.  (6:30) 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any further questions? 
 
Rep. Hoverson:  Do you know if this has been done in other states? 
 
Ms. Frissell:  Reporting mechanisms? 
 
Rep. Hoverson: Correct. 
 
Ms. Frissell:  There are those with better knowledge than I with testimony coming up.  If I 
don’t hear that testimony, I will add that to my email.  That is a good question. 
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Chairman Owens:  Anyone else in support of HB 1262.   
 
Janice Bundas: (7:45) (See Attachment 2) (12:48) 
 
Chairman Owens:  Thank you for your courage to come forward.  Any questions from the 
committee? 
 
Rep. Satrom: (14:00) (See Attachment 3) Originally this was a bill about a hotline.  In South 
Dakota there are some things where there is a hotline where you can text if there is a 
situation.  As I mentioned, the hotline bill morphed into a situation where we can potentially 
text.  There are some things in place and have some friendly amendments which would 
address things like bullying, abuse, drugs, concern for safety, terrorism.  Any issues that 
could be addressed through a texting report.   
 
Chairman Owens:  Any questions from the committee?  
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  The previous presenter spoke about listing a 
hotline where you would be able to text?  Is that what your amendments address?    Does it 
eliminate the duties of the Attorney General’s Office? 

 
 
Rep. Satrom:  Correct.  One of the issues we had would be a rather large fiscal note and it 
is pretty complicated to do that.  In South Dakota at this time there is a program in place 
where people are allowed to text.  The idea is that we would be able to piggyback on to that 
and there may be some federal funds available, too; maybe a grant. (going over Attachment 
3) (19:45) 

 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any questions from the committee?   
 

 
Chairman Owens:  Any questions from the committee?  Anyone else in support of HB 1262? 
 
Jack McDonald, ND Newspaper Association and ND Broadcasters Association: (20:00) 
We, as a group, support this bill and this effort.  With the amendments, it seems like a 
contradiction from the original bill and I am not sure what is left after the hearing amendments.  
On page 2 of the original bill, on lines 3 and 4, one of the objects was to encourage state and 
local media providers to promote the program by informing the public of its functions and 
benefits.  On line 18 it says that all records are closed records.  I don’t know how the media 
is to promote the program and explain its benefits, yet everything about the program is closed 
records.  I am not sure how the amendments affect that.  I am unclear of several issues 
regarding this bill.   (21:50) 
 
Chairman Owens:  If the amendment is accepted, the promotion portion was deleted.  I’m 
sure the reference to the closed records were in reference to identification of the individuals. 
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Mr. McDonald: (22:13) At the same time I think you would want the public to know what you 
are doing as far as promoting safety. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Seeing no further questions, thank you.  Anyone else in support of HB 
1262.  
 
Aimee Copas, NDCEL: (22:50) Some hotlines are in place. Project Standup is a project that 
operates in South Dakota.  A number of our districts can see tremendous value in the project 
and a number of districts that have robust systems in place and partnerships with local law 
enforcement and did not want to eliminate one that was working to go to another name of 
another that was similar to it.  We are in support of the bill. 
 
Chairman Owens: Anyone else in favor of the bill? 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  How many districts have them in place? 
 
Aimee Copas:  Most of the larger communities do.   Some of the smaller communities are 
where this program would be beneficial to them.  I can get some information to you. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Anyone else in favor of HB 1262.  Any in opposition?  Any neutral 
testimony? 
 
Janice Bundas:  In Wyoming, they have posters in schools and it’s totally funded.  The call 
center and the posters being printed is totally funded by the federal government.   It is called 
Wyoming Safe to Tell.  It is administered out of the Attorney General’s Office and is my 
understanding that they have assemblies for students in schools and also for the community.  
  
Chairman Owens:  Any neutral testimony?  Hearing is closed on HB 1262.   
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