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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

Relating to the reporting of a mental injury of a child; and to provide a penalty. 
 
 

Minutes:                                                 
Testimony 1,2,3 

 
Vice Chairman Rohr: Opened the Hearing for HB 1260. 
 
Representative Bernie Satrom:  Parent alienation is more common than assumed. 
Children of divorced parents want and need to maintain healthy and strong  
relationships with both parents, and to be shielded from their parents’ conflicts. 
Some parents, in the effort to bolster parental identity create an expectation the children to  
choose sides. In a more extreme situation they foster the children’s rejection of the 
other parent.  In the most extreme cases, children are manipulated by one parent to 
hate the other, despite children’s need to love and be loved by both parents.  Every child 
has a fundamental right and need for an unthreatened and loving relationship with  
both parents.  To be denied that right by one parent without sufficient justification,  
such as abuse or neglect, is in itself a form of child abuse.  Hatred is not an emotion 
that comes natural to children, that has to be taught. 
   
Representative Porter:  Presentation is very subjective.  How can that be enforced? He 
said she said. Custody fights. Very complicated. Very expensive to prove one way or another. 
Both sides get expert witnesses.  It seems that we are trying to put something that can’t 
be measured into the Century Code and only cause a further problem by having it in there. 
  
Representative Bernie Satrom:  It is a difficult thing, but I think that this is something 
that the judges can hang on, right now it is just go and be nice.  The problem is the  
children are suffering and there is really nothing to deal with it very well. 
 
Representative Porter: By the time it reaches a judge, it would end up in a civil proceeding. 
  
Representative Bernie Satrom; It is messy, we can’t avoid it or ignore it.  It is for the well 
being of children. 
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     Representative Dobervich: No definition for parental alienation in here. 
      

Representative Tveit:  Does the spouse being abused fall into this?  Does that have to be 
included in this also? 
 
Representative Bernie Satrum: That would have to be a different piece of legislation. 

     This bill is to protect the children and to help them in their healing. 
 

Heather Aune, Teacher:  I am a mother & Grandmother, teacher grades K – 12, 
( Testimony # 1 & 2). 
 
Vice Chairman Rohr:   Anyone else here to testify in support of HB 1260?  Anyone  
here in opposition to HB 1260? 

 
     Marlys Baker, Child Protection Services Administrator for the Department of 
     Human Services:  In opposition to HB 1260 in its current form. (Testimony #3).  

(24:08-28:19). 
  
Representative Porter: What was missed in Heather’s testimony? 
 
Marlys Baker: 2 different things. The difference between the administrative child 
abuse and neglect system and the civil court system.  Child abuse and neglect 
typically works through the juvenile court.  This has no bearing on the civil court 
action between two parents.  There are two different systems involved here 
putting an amendment into the section of the law that governs the administrative 
system for child abuse and neglect versus the civil system that deals with parents 
and children in divorce and custody. 
 

     Representative Tveit:  I feel we are missing something here by seeing it is not 
     in this statute. Can you help us to define how you deal with that?  It is realistic 
     and it is a problem.  Do we just push it out the door because it is not in the Century 
     Code and we cannot create it in the Century Code? 
 

Marlys Baker:  We believe that it is in the Century Code for the purposes of child 
abuse and neglect reporting and assessment and determination.  The mental 
injury is not defined in that civil code that judges look at when they make these 
decisions. 
 
Representative Tveit:  It is realistic thus this bill is in front of us. How do we fix this? 
 
Marlys Baker: That it should be placed in civil code of parent and child. 
 
Representative Skroch:  Have you seen these occasions in which the situation 
has been serious enough that a judge will order treatment or some resolution  
to protect the children from this type of abuse and if you have then how are these 
protected?  How do you relieve them from this kind of manipulated mental abuse? 
What were the good results?  
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Marlys Baker: The only real remedy that is available is through the juvenile court. 
There is very little that the child protection system can do beyond providing those 
services and counseling.  
  

 Representative Schneider:  Are you aware of systems in other states?  Parents 
 Forever – a video that tries to educate parents on the proper behavior toward  
 their children and treatment of their children as they go through that step in their 
 divorce.  It tries to prevent parental alienation. This is in Minnesota.  Do we have 
 anything like that in North Dakota? 
  
Marlys Baker:  I am very familiar with the program that you are describing.  For  
several years when I was a county worker, I actually taught what was then known 
as children of divorce, which is now known as Parents Forever.  It is a program 
that is run by NDSU Extension Service and is available to parents that are  
divorcing or who are struggling with custody and visitation issues.  We often 
refer families to that program.  I know that the court on occasion order parents 
to participate in that program.   
 
Vice Chairman Rohr: Any additional questions?  Anybody else in opposition  
to HB 1260?  Anyone here on a neutral position? 
 
Vice Chairman Rohr:  Closed hearing on HB#1260. 

 
 
 



2019 TESTIMONY 

HB 1260 
















































