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Chairman K Koppelman:  Opened the hearing on HB 1258. 
 
Rep. Karla Rose Hanson:  Introduced HB, (Attachment #1) Read supporting testimony.   
Stopped 7:30 
 
Representative Gary Paur: Looking at the fiscal note.  There will be 75,000 expenditures 
and I agree there will be a savings but won’t that be on the county level? 
 
Rep. Hanson: That is correct. 
 
Representative Shannon Roers Jones:  Do you have detail on the appropriation amount; 
where it comes from and what you would do with it. 
 
Rep. Hanson:  Seven people would be hired. 
 
Rep. Roers Jones:   Can you give us background on the jurisdictions and background on 
this bill.   
 
Rep. Hanson: I’m uncertain if the jurisdictions have been decided. I do believe they want to 
place them in a rural area, urban area and close to tribal community. 
 
Travis Finck:  Deputy Director ND on the Commission on Legal Counsel for Indigents:  
(Attachment #2 includes overhead)  Went through the overhead.   
Stopped 22:25 
 
Vice Chairman Karen Karls:  What about the common ordinary crimes where the victim is 
most relieved that the perpetrator is in jail. What is the guarantee that they won’t do more 
harm? 
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Travis Finck:  What is the difference they are released based upon assessment or the value 
of cash. They are still accused; they are not found guilty. However, the court can set 
conditions of their release, like no contact.  
 
Representative Rick Becker:  The ND story makes me angry.  With regard on how this 
would work; the savings with be realized by the counties? 
 
Travis Finck:  I believe we would also see savings at a state level as well. Less court time 
with less bond reduction hearings, so less time in front of a judge, court reporter and clerk 
which may be state employees. Save time with indigent defense. But mostly on the county 
level. 
 
Rep. Becker: Where would the fully implemented program be funded? 100% by the state or 
shared with the counties? 
 
Travis Finck: Depends on the state.  MT came up with a pool of state funds and allowed the 
counties to petition for some of that based on different things.  I think public safety would 
increase in the case of a pretrial monitoring program pilot. 
 
Chairman Koppelman:  Can we quantify a fiscal note? 
 
Travis Finck: I’m uncertain how we could quantify it because these are individualized 
assessments with individual results. This is not a guarantee the person is going to be 
released. 
 
Chairman Koppelman: Further Testimony?  
 
Pat Bohn, Director of Parole and Probation in ND DOCR: (Attachment #3) Went over 
testimony.  Over the years I have seen young people who have a brush with the law they will 
just plead guilty, but they don’t realize the ramifications for that.  Savings  
I can see down the road how this can help us.  The department stands in support of this bill. 
Stopped 41:05   
 
Rep. Paur:  We have the pretrial services in code.  Basically this bill funds it? 
 
Pat Bohn: Correct.  There are no changes from what is in code. 
 
Representative Aaron McWilliams:  Has the ability to pay bail shifted in the last twenty 
years, giving course to further incarcerations? 
 
Pat Bohn:  Subjectively, I think there has been a shift across this country and state. Today 
if you are arrested, the community sees you guilty of committing a crime and its almost as 
though you must prove you haven’t. 
 
Representative Terry Jones: Looking at pretrial recidivism It looks like the statistics are 
stacked.  If you have people getting out with no more than 24 hours it’s obvious there will be 
less recidivism because there is less risk.   
How much of these numbers are based on that portion vs the portion that are sitting in jail? 
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Pat Bohn:  Recidivism data might be subjective. 
 
Representative Jones: You are asking us for $750,000 to move that forward.  How much 
can the DOCR come up with for the pilot program? 
 
Pat Bohn:  I have 93 officers supervising 7,000 people.  I don’t have any great savings for 
you or any other contributions at this time. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman:  The budgets present a problem.   
 
Pat Bohn:  That is why it is a pilot program just to see how it will work. 
 
Rep. Jones: I like this program. 
 
Representative Jeffery Magrum: Based on your figures 7,000 people in corrections and 
Rep Hanson said $88.00 a day. Is that an accurate figure that it would be over $600,000 a 
day? 
 
Pat Bohn:  What Rep. Hanson spoke to was the average cost in the county jail.  What I 
spoke, 7000 are either people are under supervision, in the department of corrections either 
on parole or probation.  
I have tracked the jail population for a while.  Typically, the county jail population almost 
mirrors the state penitentiary populations. 
 
Rep. Magrum:  Is there any way to get a rough fiscal note 
 
Pat Bohn:  A rough fiscal note would be a roll of the dice. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman:  We heard from Mr. Finck that peple have trouble with their jobs 
after arrest.  How much of that is because they are not present and how much of that is 
because they are under arrest? 
 
Pat Bohn:  Part of it is unavailability. Maybe it is employers prospective which again we have 
lost the innocent until proven guilty fundamentals. 
 
Travis Finck:  With the employment we found there are quite a few employers that are 
favorable to employees on pretrial status because it’s knowledge insurance for the employer 
that the employee will be coming to work or there’s real consequences. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: Can you provide some information on bail bondsman? 
 
Travis Finck: I can tell you there is a hesitation nationwide for the use of bail bondsman; 
they should not have to. The federal system doesn’t have a monetary bail.   
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Chairman K. Koppelman: To what degree do defense attorneys have to say plead guilty 
and work a deal with the court? 
Travis Finck: One of the hardest conversations to have with a client if I have received a plea 
deal that requires a guilty plea. Or even if I’m just aware of what “this judge” typically does.   
 
Andrew Frobig, Cass County Sheriff’s office: (See Attachment #4) Support testimony 
0:60:00-0:01:04 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: Thank you for your good work. I am especially excited about the 
jail chaplains introduced at your facility.  Rather than a punishment model, we are looking at 
a corrections model. 
 
Andrew Frobig:  I appreciate that very much we have tried to use the opportunities as they 
present themselves. So many of our inmates have outstanding matters in other counties 
throughout the state. Unfortunately, because of the appearance system, I can’t let people go 
until those issues are resolved.  There would be a stronger case for a state run program to 
be able to influence state courts in getting those issues combined and dealt with. 
 
Rep. Jones: How many people have you offered this to? 
 
Andrew Frobig: 3-5 people per week, so about 130 people. 
 
Donnell Preskey, NDACo: Verbal support testimony given (Attachment #5)  
Also provided Attachment 6, Chad Peterson written testimony, not present for verbal 
(Stopped 1:13:04) 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman:  Further supporting testimony?   Opposition testimony?  Neutral 
testimony?  Seeing none.  What are the wishes of the Committee? 
 
Rep. Roers Jones: Moved Do Pass on HB 1258 and Rerefer to Appropriations. 
 
Rep. Satrom Seconded 
 
Clerk: Motion Carries Do Pass on HB 1258 and Rerefer to Appropriations.  
 Votes: Yes 13 No 0  Absent 1 
 
 
Rep. Roers Jones:    Carrier of HB 1258.  
 
Hearing closed. 
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