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Chairman Porter: called the hearing to order. 
 
Rep. Grueneich, Dist 12:  Last season 15,000 that applied for a muzzleloader tag, 1022 
were 65 and over.  About 1-1.5% of 65 and over that applied last year. 1181 successful 
applicants out of the 15,000 that applied. Out of that same percentage, 152 applicants 65 
and over were successful in getting a tag.  It takes 4 years to be successful to get a doe tag, 
10 years to get a buck tag. That average hunter 65 and over may never be successful until 
he’s 69 or possibly even 75. We talk about the primitive style of muzzleloader season.  We 
increase our productivity with better equipment. We’re not giving it to everybody, a group of 
individuals that move forward in life we want to increase their opportunity to be successful.  
 
Rep Heinert: 152 drawn were 65 and over. How many deer were taken?   
 
Rep. Grueneich:  35% is a 5-year average. 
 
Chairman Porter: In a past session, the Legislature gave the worst possible 10 days in the 
worst season to muzzleloader, traditional hunt.  It was old traditional kind of hunting, stalking, 
belly crawling.  Technology has caught up, cartridges have caught up, the whole game has 
changed from being a traditional carved out time for a group of people who wanted a season 
to hunt traditionally.  A few sessions back we decided to leave this a sterile group/season for 
this group of people. If someone of any age wants to use a muzzleloader with optics, they’re 
more than welcomed to do that during the 16.5 day use any weapon you want season.  The 
big question Is, why should this season be contaminated with technology when the person 
who wants to be the traditional hunters and compete with those licenses? 
 
Rep. Grueneich:  I think the small amount of people that we’re giving the opportunity to be 
successful is more of a benefit than a harm.  94% of the people who apply for muzzleloader 
tag also apply for the regular deer tags.   As the amount of deer tags go down you apply for 
both.  The number of years to draw a tag, whatever we can do to help those 65 and over to 
be successful. 
 



House Energy and Natural Resources Committee  
HB 1257 
1.18.19 
Page 2  
   

Chairman Porter: As technology changes, success rates go up. We potentially see the 
number of licenses go down. We may have to potentially say you only get 1 license. Do you 
want an archery tag, muzzleloader tag, or deer hunting tag? 
 
Rep. Grueneich:  We could potentially be more successful with the scope.  There are some 
individuals that want to be part of this form. 
 
Chairman Porter: Questions? Further testimony?  Opposition?  
 
Darryl Belisle, Turtle Lake ND:  Here were are again in another session with a new bill 
number to the same issue.   Presented Attachment 1. 
 
25:00 
 
Bill Helfrey:  I agreed with Chairman Porter’s previous comments. I’m 77 and a bow hunter 
and I have learned that you learn how to get close. 
 
Gary Masching: I’m retired, I’m 66, and against this bill and agree with many of your 
comments.  Mr. Chairman you echoed my thoughts exactly.  In March 1982 from North 
Dakota Outdoors, this comes from C.H.D. Clark. He says, “Hunting is living and living is an 
art. In our much vaunted progress we confuse technology with the art of living. This deception 
clouds all aspects of life including hunting.”  And he also says, “Be careful so we do not 
destroy what we already have.” 
 
Chairman Porter: Further testimony in support? Opposition?  Closed the hearing. 
 
Attachment 2:  Jeb Williams, ND Game and Fish Department 
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Chairman Porter: called the hearing to order on HB 1257.  Discussion. 
 
Rep Bosch:  Move a Do Not Pass. 
 
Rep. Eidson:  Second. 
 
Chairman Porter: Discussion?   Seeing none the clerk will call the roll on a Do Not Pass to 
HB 1257. 
12 yes    1 no     1 absent.  Motion carried.  Rep Heinert is carrier. 
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