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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to prohibitions for an individual under twenty one years of age; and to 
provide a penalty. 
 

Minutes:                                                   

 
Chairman K. Koppelman: Opened the hearing on HB 1242. 
 
Rep. Louser:  Introduced the bill. (:30-5:40)   Went over the bill.  Discussed a situation where 
the bar area and dining area was a problem and are presenting problems for the public.  I 
just want to leave it up to the establishments. 
 
Rep. Hanson:  Your bill says an individual may be permitted.  Could a restaurant owner 
decide not to allow this? 
 
Rep. Louser:  Yes. I want to leave this to the business owner. 
 
Rep.  Jones:  We had a bill similar to this last session.  How does this interplay with that? 
 
Rep. Louser:  That is in this bill on line eleven. 
 
Rep. Magrum:  Does this help in a small town? A lot of these bars serve lunch. 
 
Rep. Louser:  We don’t have the community size designated.  Before we had a bar that has 
a table top service like frozen food. This is a restaurant that has a designated bar area.  It 
probably would not apply to smaller communities. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: Do you know the definition of a restaurant that serves alcohol 
versus a bar. 
 
Rep. Louser:  It has to do with gross receipts. 
 
Opposition:  None 
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Do Pass Motion Made by Rep. McWilliams;    Seconded by Rep. Hanson 
 
Discussion: 
 
Representative Satrom:  I am not sure if there are some unintended consequences or 
abuses.  I have some concerns about it. 
 
Rep. Paur:  His examples about people being asked to leave.  A couple years ago we gave 
approval for minors to be in a bar.  It was because of these small towns that all they have is 
a bar to eat in. 
 
Rep. Rick Becker:  I think this is a reasonable bill. This would pertain to restaurants and with 
parents.  It allows parents to dine with their kids. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman:  Went over what this Section 5-02-06 says.  This is how the 
statute is now.  This section is try8ng to get at the restaurants who already serve alcohol 
because that is what is already permitted at a bar. 
 
Rep. Roers Jones:  The way it is now is so arbitrary these designations for different areas.  
The parents are the last line of defense for people who are making those laws.  We need to 
let the parents and business owners make these decisions.    
 
Representative Simons:  At weddings everyone drinks and families are all together so I 
don’t see a problem with this bill. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman:  I respect Rep. Satrom’s concerns. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  13   Yes    0    No    1   Absent    Carrier:  Rep. McWilliams 
 
Closed.       
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Senator Piepkorn: I don’t agree with your train of thought that we are indicating that parents 
are bad parents. That atmosphere, you can sit there and lecture them. But that isn’t going to 
have the same impact on them as the experience of being around people drinking.  
 
Chairman Klein: I’m suggesting that I would not bring that little mind in there. That’s not what 
I want my kid to do or be.  
 
Senator Kreun: I’ve been in exactly the same situations as Representative Louser, my kids 
played hockey and we traveled for that a lot. We would research and determine in advance 
where we wanted to take our kids. It’s our responsibility to decide where we wanted to take 
our kids. They see parents consuming alcohol and they’ve learned how to adapt and you use 
these products in moderation. I had 1000 kids go through my daycare and what their parents 
say to them has an impact on them. It’s a tough situation and you get to make that decision 
as a parent. If you don’t teach them responsibility and moderation, they won’t know how to 
respond to it when they are approached it.  
 
Senator Piepkorn: It’s not the kids that want to go, who decides to go there instead of 
somewhere that doesn’t serve alcohol.  
 
Senator Kreun: The issue is that most of the time you don’t have a choice. How often can 
you bring 15 kids into a restaurant and be served? That’s the adult part. You scan and make 
a decision.  
 
Chairman Klein: Some of us who live in small towns don’t have a lot of options.  
 
Senator Kreun: Go to Fosston, Minnesota and try to find a restaurant that will serve 15 
hockey players and you’ll see what I mean.  
 
A Roll Call Vote Was Taken: 5 yeas, 1 nays, 0 absent.   
 
Motion Carried.  
 
Vice Chairman Vedaa will carry the bill.  
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