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Minutes:                                                 

Attachments 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

 
Chairman Owens:  Opened the hearing on HB 1237 
 
Representative Shannon Roers Jones:  Introduction of HB 1237 and Proposed 
Amendment.  See attachment 1 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck: In the original bill, line 11 refers to a survey to be 
completed by superintendents of the various districts.  How can you insure that this will be 
completed? 
 
Rep. Roers Jones: This is a valid point.  The task force did not discuss a penalty.  However, 
if the committee feels if this is appropriate, we would be open to an amendment outlining 
that. 
 
Representative Pat Heinert:  Regarding the makeup of the “task force”; Did you consider 
having an instructor present the course material, to establish a class room prospective? 
 
Rep. Roers Jones:  I will let the people following me expand on that if such a person exists 
in DPI, Human Services or any of the other associated organizations. 
 
Vice Chairman Schreiber-Beck: First section, line 7 of the original bill; Is it purpose to 
instruct or make information available? purpose of amendment to inform or instruct? 
Task force concern brought forward.   How did it come about? 

 
 
Rep. Roers Jones:  We were very careful about what kind of mandates we were going to 
put on the Dept. of Public Instruction (DPI).  Being aware they have a significant instruction 
schedule as is. We are not opposed to implementing this type of structure, but I do not believe 
it was the task force’s intent to create a mandate that DPI shall instruct.  We wanted to make 
sure the information was available to students and parents.  
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Vice Chairman Schreiber Beck: Is there a concern, among the districts, regarding this or 
what has been brought forward that initiated the creation of the task force?  Did someone 
say, “We have all these issues that Social Services is not addressing?” 
 
Rep. Roers Jones:  I do not believe this came to us from DPI.  I believe the Task force was 
created out of the Senate bill created Senator David Clemmons.  The goal is to provide 
information to those that maybe affected by child sexual abuse. 
 
Chairman Owens: Further support? 
 
Anna Frissell; Executive Director of the Red River Children’s Advocacy Centers of ND: 
Provided testimony in support- See attachment #2   
 
Chairman Owens: Questions? 
 
Representative Jeff Hoverson: Has there been an increase of this problem in ND? 
 
Anna Frissell: During the oil boom, the statistic spiked somewhat.  We did see a slight 
increase last year, historically this is the case.  More states are implementing a process to 
give children more access to reporting. 
 
Rep. Hoverson:  It states that DPI will develop surveys and may look to other states for 
examples.  Does your organization have examples of these?  I am interested in how graphic 
these may be.  Is this survey something that the children would fill out or to the school? How 
is the information disseminated to schools and to children? 
 
Anna Frissell:  I believe the survey referenced was to find out from schools what they are 
doing with regard to education. But there are surveys done in the state, YRBS survey, that 
gathers information from children. 
 
Rep. Heinert:  My concern dwells in the classroom and the teachings of Pre-K – 12.  Is there 
a plan, for those instructing, to insure they have a good background in how to recognize 
possible abuse? 
 
Anna Frissell: I think this is a very good point.  Whenever approaching an educational setting 
on sensitive issues, the instructor needs to be cognizant that the participants maybe touched 
by the information. I’m unable to tell you who will be doing the instructing at this time. This is 
a relevant point that when developing the curriculum, the implementation of process includes 
having instructors familiar with the information and how to identify or deal with instances 
where children or adults may come forward. 
 
Vice Chairman Schreiber-Beck:  How are you funded? 
 
Anna Frissell:  We are 501-C3s and funded in a variety of ways. The Department of human 
services through an appropriation, private donations, foundational funding, fundraisers, 
Federally through Victim of Crime Act.  We are members of the National Children’s Alliance 
and receive monies. We also have a flexible and varied funding plan. 
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Vice Chairman Schreiber-Beck:  Do victims pay for services? 
 
Anna Frissell:  All the children that come to us are through referral, either law enforcement 
or social services. We provide a variety of services, most of which are free. If they are referred 
for medical exam or to see an abuse specialist, that is at their expense.  We provide free 
Mental Health services with our psychologist.  Other Advocacy Centers may have differing 
free services. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Further Support? 
 
Lacy Anderson: Representing State Association of Nonpublic Schools: Provided Proposed 
Amendment, See attachment 3 
 
Chairman Owens:   Additional support?  
 
Linda Reinicke, Consultant for Prevent Child Abuse ND (PCAND) and Task Force member:  
Provided Testimony in support, See attachment 4 and 5 
 
Chairman Owens: Support? Seeing none.  Opposition to HB 1237? 
 
 
 
Opposition 
 
 
Lisa Feldner, Representing ND Council of Educational Leaders (NDCEL): Provided 
testimony in opposition, See attachment 6 
 
Chairman Owens: Questions? Seeing none. Is there any neutral testimony? 

 
Robin Lengen, Assistant Director for Dept. of Public Instruction:  Written testimony not 
provided.  
I wanted to share that the Dept. of Public Instruction does not employ staff to write curriculum 
nor are we curriculum experts.  Curriculum has always been determined at the local level to 
meet the needs of that district.  So it is not an oversight that our department has. 
 
Chairman Owens: Any Questions? Seeing none. 
 
Chairman Owens: Closes the meeting 
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