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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
a bill relating to taxidermist and meat processor certifications for transporting big game animals in the state from 
areas with documented cases of chronic wasting disease 
 
Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
Chairman Porter: called the hearing to order on HB 1232 and the clerk took roll call.  
 
Rep. Ruby:  presented Attachment 1. 
 
Chairman Porter: questions? Further support? 
 
5:40 
 
Brian Kadrmas:  There are methods which we can handle these things. There are already 
certifications that take place which I am qualified to send throughout the world. We should 
be able to take something from MT, bring it here and dispose of properly under guidelines 
set forth by Game and Fish. I do not think this is an unrealistic request. We have hunters 
coming into the state that have shot something from out of state from a CWD and disposing 
it improperly. We must do something to save our businesses and to protect our wildlife 
resources. I hope you look at this seriously. USDA has guidelines, certifications, inspections 
to make sure individuals are following through. Working together we should be able to reach 
a consensus. 
 
Chairman Porter: Do you know of any other states that have guidelines for bringing in to 
their state? 
 
Kadrmas:  I heard yesterday there are 5-6 states that have guidelines on CWD. Most of the 
stuff we work with coming from overseas has to do with avian species, swine species and 
primates. Many of the techniques to certify that stuff going overseas or coming into our 
country or state, would be the same process we’d do with CWD. We’d have a waste issue 
with spinal columns and brain tissue we need to find a solution for. 
 
Chairman Porter: further testimony?  
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Julie Schwanic, Dakota Skulls, Minot, ND: presented Attachment 2 
 
Rep. Lefor:  You’re losing business from out of state, why? 
 
Julie Schoneck: More and more states are tested for CWD, mostly recently MT. We started 
losing business a few years ago as states were added to the CWD list and as hunters couldn’t 
bring skulls back to ND.  It’s growing and snowballing as CWD shows up in more places. 
Weekly we get calls and ask if they can bring it in and I have to ask where is it from. 
 
Rep. Lefor: Are we more restrictive than other states? 
 
Julie Schoneck:  Yes it is implemented in other states. When we try to come up with a 
common sense solution and not cost prohibitive, this was developed. Recently we realize 
some states have something almost identical to what we’re proposing.  
 
Rep Bosch: What would it take for you to put a plan in place? Is it a big expense? 
 
Julie Schoneck:  Depends on guidelines set up, certification process probably a one-time 
thing, make sure things are processed properly, disposed of properly. We feel we can put it 
in place. 
 
Greg Schoneck, Dakota Skulls, Minot, ND:  presented Attachment 3. 
 
22:00 
 
Rep. Lefor:  What process would you use to insure an out of state carcass didn’t spread 
disease?  
 
Greg Schoneck:  Under this new bill that would be allowed. If this bill passes the state vet 
will develop a program to understand proper disposal, handling of possible CWD material 
and much of it wouldn’t be CWD. Other states are considering proper disposal is taking it to 
an approved fenced landfill or buried. Burying seems to be a preferred method but I’m not 
certain what’s going on across states with that.  
 
Rep. Lefor: How many taxidermists in ND? Do you have a state association? Can you work 
with ND Game and Fish? 
 
Greg Schoneck:  We do have an association and we have tried to work with ND Game and 
Fish and they will not work with us, their feet are planted. I have spent countless hours trying 
to work with G&F. An easier route and time was already attempted.  
 
Rep. Lefor:  It doesn’t matter what has gone on in the past, but what happens in the future. 
I would like to move on from what happened in the past and move forward. 
 
Greg Schoneck:  I’m not certain, no compromise on CWD. My opinion there will be no 
compromise from that position. 
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Rep Heinert: What are the threats to other animals when transported from other states? Why 
did we implement the rule? 
 
Greg Schoneck:  CWD coming in from another area has a potential for that area to become 
infected. CWD is a ground borne disease, goes into the ground, very difficult to eradicate if 
at all. Concern is disposing the parts, the backbone, spinal column, lymph nodes, the head. 
We can easily take care of this unwanted waste better than current regulations are doing. 
Guys find out they’re not supposed to have this and throw it out behind in a tree row where 
it won’t be found by G&F. Consequently, hoping to prevent the spread is spreading it. 
 
Rep. Devlin:  Can you tell me those 5 states. 
 
Greg Schoneck, 5 states I can get that information to you.  

(emailed after the meeting: Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Wisconsin, Wyoming) 
 
28:00   
 
Chairman Porter: Inside of the USDA, how are they handling things coming across the 
border with customs? 
 
Greg Schoneck: I’m unfamiliar with that.  Brian Kadrmas is quite familiar with import export 
and may be able to answer that. 
 
Chairman Porter:  The current process is to keep CWD in the affected area. By bringing 
them out in a regulated fashion into an unaffected area, isn’t there a risk we’re burying it and 
infecting a new area? 
 
Greg Schoneck:  There’s a possibility. Minot’s land fill is fenced as are most. Unless there 
evidence that CWD can be spread from the ground up through the plant into the animal, may 
or may not even be true. Typically, is not spread that way is what we understand, so we’re 
not certain.  
 
Chairman Porter: I’m worried about ground water.  I’m concerned there are other 
transmission routes that could happen.  
 
Greg Schoneck:  Unquestionably there is some risk. Is the risk worth the livelihood of ND 
residents?  The likelihood is far less than if the carcass is left where the animal was taken or 
harvested. Yes, we’re concerned.  Current regulations insist the spinal column remain there, 
if the head or skull cap it has to be cleaned within that state. As the animal is there within 
days the birds, coyotes are on it and CWD does not disintegrate through the digestive 
system. By leaving that carcass we’re creating just as much trouble for our neighbor states 
as we could be for our own. If we take that animal and contain it, we’re helping the 
environment and spread. 
 
Chairman Porter: There’s methods out there. I’m aware how to deal with contagious 
infectious diseases.  Are there methods from the taxidermy standpoint, they get a carcass 
that increases your work but isn’t going to be a subsequent spreading?  
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Greg Schoneck:  There may be but I am not aware.  Cost effective on other ways to dispose, 
kill CWD. We are reacting, reacting quickly and without a broad understanding, the business 
aspect.  
 
Chairman Porter:  Last session in another committee we talked about lye process of 
cremation used at large universities. The point is you as the recipient of the carcass, there 
has to be a method of proper disposal that meets G&F regulations and that it will not spread.   
 
Greg Schoneck:  Certified taxidermist and meat cutters are affected. It needs to be effective   
The state vets to come up with a program that certifies taxidermists and meat cutters.   
 
40:00 
 
Brian Kadrmas, owner of Dakota Taxidermy, Bismarck. 
Three methods to kill disease. (1) We can boil the trimmings for 20 minutes and dispose of 
in the landfill, (2) soak for 24 hours in sodium bicarbonate, and (3) a chemical in table or 
power I get from USDA, mix with water, dip in there for 20 minutes, it’s now disease free.  
Check with the state vet is one of these methods will kill CWD. I do it on a yearly basis for 
the European Union and USDA, what needs to be done and treated. I do have a good working 
relationship with USDA ND Game and Fish.  I do own a company in British Columbia also. 
They’ve asked me to bring back brain samples for UND, we’re trying to fight some diseases. 
I believe there’s a solution that’s not that complicated or time consuming. This is not a costly 
solution.  
 
Chairman Porter: further in support? Opposition? 
 
Casey Anderson, ND Game and Fish: presented Attachment 4. 
 
49:00 
 
Rep. Ruby: The aquatic nuisance species (ANS) education was highly successful. How 
much money did you spend on the aquatics’ education program compared to CWD? 
 
Anderson:  We don’t have an estimate but could pull some numbers.  
 
Rep. Ruby:   How do you mitigate and enforce for out of state taxidermists to bring back in? 
 
Anderson: Once it’s done out of state, the diseased parts are removed. We have info on our 
websites. Obviously one suggestion is use a taxidermist in that area.  Once it’s done, minimal 
or no risk. 
 
Rep Heinert: If an animal is brought in from out of state, how is it spread into ND? 
 
51:50 
 
Anderson:   The CWD prion is a very complicated disease. It’s not a virus, not bacteria, it’s 
not a living thing that we can kill. It’s a protein. It accumulates at high levels in spinal tissue 
and lymph nodes. If brought back, disposed of in the landscape and it’s picked up through 
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the landscape. Spread by a live diseased deer through urine, saliva, and feces or dead 
material on the landscape.  Obviously to keep it from getting in that area is to not let it get 
there.  This is a risk management disease; we don’t know how to eliminate it. 
 
Rep Heinert: That doesn’t answer it. A taxidermist in another state can process it but they 
can’t bring to a local taxidermist for fear it might get spread? 
 
Anderson: Yes. If the disease parts get on the landscape, it’s introduced in the new area. 
 
Rep Heinert: If a carcass is in the back of a pickup, you can’t say it’s going to be in the land 
unless it’s introduced into the land, correct? 
 
Anderson: That’s correct. And not every carcass is diseased. 
 
56:00 
 
Rep. Lefor: You keep saying the landscape. Is it airborne?  
 
Anderson: I may have to defer to our state wildlife Vet on this. Typically, they’re picking it up 
from the landscape. 
 
Rep. Lefor: I’m in MT, bring my deer carcass back it to my taxidermist here in ND, low risk? 
No risk? Until it’s disposed of? 
 
Anderson:  Yes. If all risky parts were contained, then yes the risk would be fairly low. 
 
Chairman Porter:  If there was precertification the individual hunter received a tag to attach 
to the animal, the individual is bringing the whole carcass to a taxidermist, there’s a 
responsibility that taxidermist to make sure it happens in the law. Could that potentially work? 
 
Anderson: Hard to say because prion is extremely difficult to neutralize. It’s not a living thing. 
The big risk is once it’s introduced you can’t get rid of it. Hopefully with education we can 
keep this under control.  We are continually trying to get the education out on this.  
 
Rep. Keiser:  I hear you saying this is one of the most significant diseases to our deer 
population and zero tolerance is your stance. If we could have a little tolerance but because 
it’s devastating, if we allow a small tolerance we create a risk in the uninformed and we infest 
our deer for years to come.   
 
Anderson:  CO and WS have this disease all over 
 
Rep. Devlin: Mr. Kadrmas testified to ways of destroying other diseases. Will that not work? 
It sounded like there were reasonable approach.  
 
Anderson: Those practices do not kill CWD. Every other disease we work with has a living 
cell. CWD is not living so you can’t kill it. 
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Chairman Porter:  We need to hear more about this protein and rendering it inactive and 
the risks. 
 
1:07:00 
 
Dr. Charlie Dr. Bahnson, DVM, ND Game and Fish:  Prion, is a new frontier in infectious 
diseases. Consider what works best, incineration above 1800 degrees in a crematorium. 
Most burn at 1200 degrees. Even when you disintegrate tissue, you have to dispose of ashes 
because of a level of affectivity in the ashes. No way to sterilize prion organic matter. Alkaline 
hydrolysis, still have to dispose of that waste product. First approach is containing it.  Landfills 
are an option. Seagulls- it’s well documented that prion’s not deactivated by passing through 
scavengers.  
 
Chairman Porter: questions 
 
1:12:00 
 
Rep. Eidson: Is there ongoing research how to take care of this in the future? 
 
Dr. Bahnson: No plausible way to eradicate it.  Once it’s in an area is to slow down how fast 
it spreads.  
 
Rep. Keiser:  How easy is it to detect? Test before you bring it into the state and then process 
it?  
 
Dr. Bahnson:  It’s a complicated process, collect lymph nodes and send to an approved lab. 
Plausible way but 3-week lag time to get the results back.  The test is good but not perfect. 
Infected and then dying period is 18-20 months. 
 
Chairman Porter: No rapid on sight test of specific tissue? 
 
Dr. Bahnson:  Exactly. 
 
Rep Heinert: You made a comment about the gold standard of the destruction of the animal. 
What other standards may work? 
 
1:15:30 
 
Dr. Bahnson: It’s all a matter of reducing risks. Alkaline hydrolysis. Proper composting is 
extremely difficult. Disposal through an approved landfill.  
 
Rep. Zubke: If we stop deer from congregating, people feeding deer, that would help this 
process a little bit? 
 
Dr. Bahnson:  We try to slow down how it gets into a herd. The department has implemented 
a baiting ban to help slow the spread. We think the percentage that has it is below 1%. 
1:17:00 
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Rep. Keiser: Is there any evidence that there’s risk to humans? 
 
Dr. Bahnson:  No reviewed scientific research that has a direct link between consuming 
contaminated meat and developing human disease.  
 
Chairman Porter: Have there been test that cooking the meat to a certain temp that show 
from the muscle tissue or is it still present? 
 
Dr. Bahnson:  It’s been shown that prions can be in muscle. 
 
John Bradley, executive director of ND Wildlife Federation, presented Attachment 5:  
 
Rep Bosch:  Why is it better to process those animals out in the field and leave them lay 
there and taking them to a processing meat market or taxidermy?  
 
John Bradley:  It comes down to that geographical location. You hunt, harvest, debone the 
meat there in that location, leave the carcass in that spot versus putting it in the back of the 
truck and driving it. Your truck can go farther than a deer that sniffs that. It keeps it contained 
and goes, we don’t have that control.  
 
1:25:00 
 
Mike McEnroe, ND Chapter of the Wildlife Society:  We support the Game and Fish in 
their position.  Regarding zero tolerance- go to a taxidermist or meat processor. Most of my 
carcasses have gone to the landfill in Bismarck or Fargo where I lived and I process my own 
meat. Some have gone to friends who say we like to use them for coyotes. We know not all 
out of state animals will be processed at a meat processor or taxidermist.  
 
Chairman Porter: Further testimony in opposition to HB 1232? 
 
Rep. Ruby: Do you have a number of how many people you have stopped from bringing into 
ND a carcass?  In WS there are 55 affected counties. Of those, 25 are designated due to 
having a wildlife positive deer, 16 are within 10 miles of a wild CWD and 14 counties within 
a captive. Not all have CWD within 10 miles. 
 
Anderson:  We sent all MT hunters a letter.  In 2017, gave out 2 warnings and 9 citations.  
In 2018 6 warnings and 10 citations.   
 
Rep. Ruby: That’s out of how many ND people that hunted MT? 
 
Anderson:  Around 3000 is the number MT Game and Fish gave us. 
 
Rep. Marschall: Who’s doing the studies you reference? 
 
Anderson: Numerous places are doing the studies.  
 
Chairman Porter: closed the hearing. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
a bill relating to taxidermist and meat processor certifications for transporting big game animals in the state from 
areas with documented cases of chronic wasting disease 

 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Porter: called the hearing to order on HB 1232. Discussion? 
 
Rep. Zubke: I move a do not pass on HB 1232. 
 
Rep. Roers Jones: second. 
 
Rep. Ruby:  When we had testimony I was asked to get information on the other 5 states 
that have some sort of program. They include: 
Illinois,  
Ohio,  
Indiana- does not have CWD;  
Wisconsin- we didn’t base this language on it but resembles theirs. They have it in the 
southern part. 
Same with the state below that. (not named) There hasn’t been enough evidence this is 
spreading it. Even if that was the case we’d be completely ignoring hunters that bring deer in 
anyway. G&F says ND hunters had 3000 MT tags and 10,000 in MN. Out of all out of state 
tags they caught 20 people. It ignores the fact that not every deer has CWD. So there’s deer 
coming back and getting tossed in the back coulees, trees, for coyote bait.  If we were talking 
amendment, the double tag idea. If you get a tag out of state, you stop where you’re going 
to, or bring the deer back to and get a tag, and double tag your deer. That insures by the 
taxidermist or meat processor that the deer came back. If we toss this out and rely on a 
quarantine that isn’t working we’re going to see more that are going out back.  Colorado is 
the first state that had CWD, and have it everywhere, not a county that doesn’t have it. We 
keep hearing how it’s going to decimate the deer population. Every year they have raised 
their deer tags. In this last year, 600,000 deer tags. 1967 is when the discovered CWD and 
hasn’t been obliterating to the deer population. We are completely ignoring the deer that just 
get tossed out back.  
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Chairman Porter: I’m sympathetic to the situation and to the individuals that came and 
testified. I understand it’s a concern. I think the science on this disease has not caught up to 
it and that G&F is taking the only responsible approach they possibly can. They have the 
ability inside of their rule making and management to adopt and adapt at any time they can 
figure out and come up with something better. I don’t think us passing this law down to them 
and telling them this will work is prudent on our behalf, at this point in the disease. I learned 
a lot and why restricting baiting in areas is important. It’s not really what I’d call a disease as 
much as a substance being in the ground that is at some point, we could see a total 
decimation of our heard, at the point people quit buying hunting licenses because they don’t 
want to risk the human side of that prion disease. They still aren’t sure that even that is 
transferable.  
 
Discussion?  The clerk will call the roll on a Do Not Pass on HB 1232. 
8  yes     5 no     1 absent     Rep. Zubke is carrier. 
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