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Chairman J. Dockter:  Opens the hearing on HB 1229. 
 
Vice Chairman Pyle: (Handouts 1,2,3,4,5,6) Introduced HB 1229 and read her testimony.  
 
Rep. Longmuir: What is the projected savings if you do this? 
 
Vice Chairman Pyle: I am going to have other people respond to this. I do know it’s at 
least $1000 per month for the bigger cities.  
 
Rep. Ertelt: How do you deal with a situation where the information is not available on line? 
How long is the information to be kept?   
 
Vice Chairman Pyle: They could be printed off the website. As far as the notice on the 
website for an ordinance change if you look at small town ordinance books they shove 
them in the back of a binder. It takes a lot to revamp an entire ordinance book. To put it in a 
chapter format it takes months.  
 
Rep. Magrum: Do you know if they are archiving information through the web so people 
can find this information later? 
  
Vice Chairman Pyle: That is always a possibility. As technology improves everything is 
going digital communication style. That would be something I would recommend League of 
Cities or Association of Counties to have their auditors start looking at.  
 
Donnell Preskey: ND Associations of Counties (Handouts 7,8). She read her testimony.  
 
Rep K. Koppelman: The interim judiciary committee didn’t recommend this bill, correct? 
This was something you advanced as a result of that committee not forwarding a bill that 
would have removed the requirements for publication?  
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Ms. Preskey: Yes.  
 
Rep. Magrum: Could you tell the committee what was forwarded from the interim 
committee study? What was in the bill and what was forwarded?  
 
Ms. Preskey: In Senate bill 2035 are the notice of elections for commodity groups with 
county representatives. It’s been the expense of the county to list that notice of the election 
and the proposal is to make that requirement to be paid for by the commodity group instead 
of the county. The other thing is changing a date for the notice of financial statements.  
 
Rep. Magrum: Do you believe this would increase transparency in government or reduce 
it?  
 
Ms. Preskey: That information is in the county auditor’s office, it could be on line. As for 
listing every expense this would reduce transparency.  
 
(19:56) Michael Montplaisir: Cass County Auditor; (Handout 9). Read his testimony.  
 
Rep. Johnson: Can you export the check information?  
 
Mr. Montplaisir: Yes.  
 
Erica Johnsrud: Auditor and Treasurer in McKenzie County. In the past 5 months we have 
an average cost that print our minutes of $800. About half of that is our bills. So over a year 
we are looking at $4800 in savings. Our minutes in McKenzie County are available on line 
which include our bills from 1996 to current. We publish them on the website the day our 
minutes are approved. They are not available in our newspaper for at least another week.  
 
Rep. Ertelt:  How long are records required to be retained by the county in hardcopy?  
 
Ms. Johnsrud: Our vouchers, which is the actual detail are required to be kept current year 
plus 3 years. Our minutes are required to be forever.  
 
Stephanie Dassinger: Deputy Director and Attorney for League of Cities. (Handout 10). 
Read her testimony.  
 
Steve Andrist: Executive Director if ND Newspaper Association. (Handout 11). Read his 
testimony.   
 
Rep. Johnson: Regarding the first survey 70% would most likely not read public notice, 
was that coupled with the question are you interested in public notices? Maybe 70% would 
not read them at all no matter where they are published.  
 
Mr. Andrist: The survey did not ask the question. We do not know at this point how many 
people read public notices. I can send it to you the details on that survey.  
 
Rep. Johnson: The bill passed in Judiciary last week, what public notices?  
 



House Political Subdivisions Committee  
HB 1229 
1/24/2019 
Page 3  
   

Mr. Andrist: The bill specifies any public notices that are published in the newspaper 
needs to also be published to this site centralized website. 
 
Rep. Longmuir: In your survey’s did you do you anything age specific?  
 
Mr. Andrist: We do have some age/sex data that is associated with the survey.  
 
Rep. Fegley: How many newspapers have gone to electronic websites? 
 
Mr. Andrist: There are 88 newspapers in the state and most of them have something on 
the website. Some more sophisticated than others.  
 
Rep. Magrum: Could you explain the bill we passed through the house and what the 
newspaper association is planning on doing with that?  
 
Mr. Andrist: The website is fully searchable that loads all public notices that are published 
in any newspaper in ND. If a newspaper publishes public notices it is required by state law 
to upload those notices onto this website. You can get this at ndpublicnotices.com  
Left written testimony #12 from Terry Schwartzenberger.  
 
Paul Erdelt: Editor and Publisher of Steele Ozone and Kidder County Press: (Handout 13). 
 
Rep K. Koppelman: Is there any way to facilitate this in areas where it makes no sense 
because of the testimony we heard and preserve it in areas like yours where it may make 
some sense? Do you think the counties in your area would continue to publish because it 
does make sense?   
 
Mr. Erdelt: I believe so. We get phone calls about public notices one a month which is 
significant.  
 
Chairman J. Dockter: Closed the hearing 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to county notification requirements 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman J. Dockter: Opened for committee work. 

 
Rep. Longmuir: Made a do not pass motion.  
 
Rep. Simons: Second the motion.  
  
Rep. Longmuir: A majority of my constitutes are not computer people nor have access to 
get to websites. In elections whether to publish minutes in the paper carries by over 85% of 
the people. In my district they would then lose the benefit of knowing what is happening.  
 
Rep. Guggisberg: I am going to resist this motion, I realize in some communities it might 
be important to them and if they decide to they can still continue to do this but by putting 
this type of law in state statute it’s an unfunded mandate. We are telling them what to do 
and not providing resources for it.   
 
Vice Chairman Pyle: It’s an option and it’s not mandated that it has to be one of the other, 
it can be both.    
 
Rep K. Koppelman: It is a revenue source for the newspapers. But should the state be 
forcing tax dollars to help private businesses thrive?   
 
Rep. Ertelt: There are constitutes that don’t use on line services. This is a transparency 
issue and it’s less than $10,000 per county to publish this information.   
 
Rep. Guggisberg: This is the state telling them they have to do something without the 
state providing resources. If we were to put an appropriation on to the counties and cities to 
pay for it, I would be fine with it.   
 
Vote: yes 6, no 8, absent 0. Failed 
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Rep. Johnson: Made a do pass motion. 
 
Rep. Adams: Second the motion.  
 
Rep. Simons: I ran to make government more transparent, but my constitutes will not 
understand.  
 
Rep. Magrum: I represent the most elderly population in the state and they do read the 
minutes. In the newspaper it’s printed and archived. This is the way of the future but we are 
not there yet.   
 
Chairman J. Dockter: This bill gives them an option. So if people in your areas want to 
have them published they can, but it’s an option.  
 
Vote yes, 9, no 5, no 0. 
 
Rep. Adams:  Will carry the bill.  
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