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Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1,2,3 

 
Chairman Porter: called the hearing to order. 
 
Rep. Steiner:  presented Attachment 1,2,3. 
 
13:00 
 
Rep. Mitskog: Your comment, comprehensive plan you mentioned, I believe that’s where 
we need to go looking into the future. I’d be curious in what’s the plan? 
 
Rep. Steiner: I don’t know if we have a long term strategic plan for energy. I don’t think we 
understand it well enough to develop the plan. We need to have diverse opinions come in 
and make up our own minds.  
 
Chairman Porter:  The SIF fund has a lot of things coming out of it so it puts this concept 
and bill at risk of going to appropriations and dying a miserable death down there. Did your 
consideration to working this through the oil and gas research council and EERC to moving 
it forward? 
 
Rep. Steiner. No. The next 10 years we’re good but we need to know what we don’t know, 
and we better know this.  I just thought there would be $500k left.  
 
Waylon Hedegaard, president of ND AFL CIO: I have to agree with a lot of what Rep. 
Steiner said. It’s not stranding our assets I’m concerned about. It’s that we have a huge 
amount of human beings who depend on this. I’m from the coal industry, made my living 
building coal fired power plants and refineries and fossil fuel things and loved that and very 
proud of what we’ve done. My eyes are open enough to see the industry is changing and it’s 
going to drastically affect these people, the communities and change to the point I’m not so 
sure. We just closed down a station and destroyed it in the last couple years and this is going 
to keep happening. The market forces are inevitable. I urge this study to be done and what 
are the human impacts. We have little towns like Beulah, Stanton and Hazen that will become 
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mini Detroits if these plants close. How can we understand what’s happening and how can 
we use this to protect as many people as we can or move into another industry? This study 
is an excellent idea.  We can’t go back to the 1970’s forever, the world moves on. 
 
Chairman Porter: further support?  Opposition?  Closed the hearing. 
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