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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
 A bill relating to a class A authorized emergency. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1 

 
Vice Chairman Rick C. Becker opened the hearing on HB 1198. 
 
Chairman Ruby introduced HB 1198. This bill is to allow steady lights as well as oscillating 
and flashing lights on emergency vehicles.  
 
Recording started late. 
Jonathan Malaterre, Minot, explained the differences between flashing and oscillating. He 
provided attachment #1.  He is here to support of HB 1198. 
 
Representative Hanson:  If an emergency vehicle has the ability to have a steady light, do 
they also have the ability to have the flashing and oscillating light? 
 
Jonathan Melatorie:  Yes. They can use both.  
 
Representative Jones:  What is on the list of other related activity? 

 
Jonathan Melatorie:   It would be traveling the country and seeing what they use.  At the 
State Fair, for example, they may want to have an officer positioned somewhere with a steady 
light on. 
 
Representative Jones:  Could it be used for anything they think is necessary, like a funeral 
procession? 

 
Jonathan Melatorie:  Yes.   
 
Representative Westlind:  It says, “Class A Emergency Vehicles”.  Are there Class A    
Emergency Vehicles? 

 
Jonathan Melatorie:  There are class A, B, and C.   
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Jonathan Melatorie:  I don’t have the class B or C with me.  I think Class C is blue only, 
which is rural fire.  Class C you do not have to pull over; it is a courtesy. Class A is police, 
fire, and ambulance only.  
 
There was no further testimony on HB 1198. 
There was no opposition or neutral testimony on HB 1198. 
 
The hearing was closed on HB 1198.   
 
Representative Owens moved a DO PASS on HB 1198. 
Representative Westlind seconded the motion. 
 
A roll call vote was taken:  Aye 12  Nay  0  Absent  2 
The motion on HB 1198 passed. 
Representative Westlind will carry the bill. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to class A authorized emergency vehicle. 

 

Minutes: 1 Attachment 

 
Representative Dan Ruby: This applies to class A emergency vehicles only. It does not 
apply to volunteer blue lights or anything like that, because people don’t actually have to 
pull over for them. These are the ones that are serious. Other than the updating of using 
the oscillating, rotating or revolving, because if something is just flashing it’s not necessarily 
rotating and if it’s rotating it’s not flashing. So that was some updated language there just to 
add more to just flashing because it’s not completely indicative of what’s happening with 
the lights. 
 
Chairman Rust: You’re dealing with oscillating, rotating, revolving now that wasn’t in 
current law. Does this force the purchase of new equipment for vehicles? 
 
Representative Ruby: No, this just allows the various types. So you know it says “flashing 
red or combination red lights” so this is allowing the use of oscillating, rotating or revolving. 
So it’s just further describing the types of lights and how they’re working. 
 
Chairman Rust: A lot of those vehicles already have that? 
 
Representative Ruby: Well, yeah. I think most of them now are going to just flashing, but 
there’s still some that have like a rotating and oscillating. It doesn’t require anybody to buy 
anything other than what they are currently using. One of the things I haven’t noticed much 
of, but apparently it is being used more is a steady blue light in addition to the flashing. It 
doesn’t take the place of it, but it’s used in cases that you’ll hear about whether they’re 
along the side of the road, or in some cases they’ll have that on along with the flash so that 
people see more color, they see something steady in addition to what’s flashing. So for 
whatever use, they’re actually putting some light on there that is a steady light and our 
existing law did not necessarily allow that, although I don’t think anybody got in trouble for it 
but it was brought to my attention that we should probably add that. So as you can see on 
page 2, line 12 “a class A authorized emergency vehicle may display a steady red or red 
and blue lamp that is visible under normal atmospheric conditions for at least five hundred 
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feet when involved in an incident, emergency, or any other related activity.” So the 
distance, you’ll have to ask the next testifier about the distance. I don’t know if that was 
something that Legislative Council did or if that’s the standard, the distance they want to be 
seen by. The only real change in all of this is adding a steady light and that is on line 13. So 
it’s a pretty simple bill. 
 
Chairman Rust: It’s a steady red or it’s a steady red and blue? Then you were wondering 
about just a steady blue? 
 
Representative Ruby: Well, they did say that there are some that are a steady blue and 
this would say red and blue. I guess that would be something to ask the next presenter 
about. It sounded like to me when we heard the testimony that it was more, some of them 
just were a steady blue, but there might be a red with it as well too. 
 
Chairman Rust: Do we have too many lights out there?  
 
Representative Ruby: Really there’s only the two, well three. There’s white, red and blue 
are the main ones; and I remember when we put the language in to allow the blue and I 
started seeing that. Especially like at night and even in the daytime; that jumps out. I think 
sometimes if it’s just one color, just red. Sometimes people, if you see it quite a bit, it 
doesn’t necessarily catch your eye as quick. Boy I’ve been pretty impressed with how the 
blue jumps out, especially at night. 
 
Chairman Rust: Is it illegal for somebody to put a flashing red light in their vehicle? 
 
Representative Ruby: Yes. 
 
Chairman Rust: I'm sure part of it has to do with in the oil field, in the early part of the 
Bakken especially on highway 23 which is a very narrow road, when a police officer 
stopped somebody, chances are they were taking their life in their own hands of probably 
getting schmucked by somebody else coming because of the traffic situation. Sometimes I 
think those officers on those really narrow roads elected not to stop somebody for that very 
reason, because it too dangerous for them and the person they were stopping. 
 
Johnathon Malaterre: I deal with the law enforcement, fire and ems on a regular basis 
with the lighting. I'm an installer of emergency vehicle lighting throughout the state. This 
was brought to me by many departments. The rotating, revolving and oscillating because 
most fire trucks still to this day use rotating, revolving and oscillating. Oscillating is kind of a 
light that stays forward and kind of hops, it doesn’t really rotate, just stays forward just kind 
of motions. That’s still standard pretty much on fire trucks these days. Rotating is pretty 
much on the back of the rig, but we also see it on the front of the rig as well. That’s why I 
kind of said well, flashing just says flashing. It’s not revolving, rotating or oscillating. I felt we 
should add this into the state law. I looked at other states and they also include this same 
type of language. 
 
Senator Dwyer: So we’re just adding. 
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Mr. Malaterre: Yes, we’re just adding. It’s not saying, hey you’re going to have to go out 
and get oscillating now. It’s just putting words in the language just in case if some lawyer or 
somebody brought it up saying, well that was just a rotating light. In the North Dakota 
Century Code, it says a class A emergency vehicle may flash. Well if it’s revolving, is it 
authorized? Because it’s not in the language. 
 
Senator Bakke: Is there ever a situation where they ever have just a steady blue and they 
don’t have the red with it? 
 
Mr. Malaterre: The final thing was the steady lamp light. Please see Attachment #1 for 
additional information and pictures. 
 
Chairman Rust: I see in here the word may use, is there a shall? Is there something they 
must use? 
 
Mr. Malaterre: No, it’s just they may use it if they want to, they don’t have to. We’re not 
requiring them to have it, this is just giving them another option to have in the field. They 
can still use their flashing, but if they want to use a steady red or read and blue. They must 
have the red and blue together, they cannot have just blue. Blue signifies class C 
emergency vehicles, and that’s most volunteer firefighters. 
 
Sergeant Gordon Malaterre, Sergeant, McLean County Sherriff’s Department: I help 
my son put these lights together. We were talking one day about a year ago about how 
when we come upon traffic stops, on highway 83 especially. When we do like drug 
interdiction we’ll have a lot of patrol cars out and when we get a stop and we’re going to 
search the vehicle we’ll have patrol cars lined up off to the side behind the vehicle. if we 
have all the lights on we’ve had a lot of complaints, even actually deputies from my own 
county drove by and they said they cannot see the highway with all our lights flashing. So 
we talked about how a steady blue red would be a lot better to warn the public behind us. 
The public was complaining about us on the highway with all the lights on being distracting 
and I and officers almost have gotten hit by vehicles because they could not see us walking 
back to our patrol cars. In towns it’s the same thing, we’ve had complaints from Garrison 
residents, the lights are flashing it’s distracting. Like with DUIs, when we do DUI testing we 
basically have to shut our lights off to the front because if the suspect sees the flashing 
lights it can invalidate the tests. I could go on and on with different scenarios of using the 
blue and red strips for our patrol cars, we’ve had them for some time. Highway 200, 
highway 37 going toward Whiteshield up in that area where the oil is, we’ve had trouble 
also like highway 23. Highway 83 is busier than heck. Sometimes we can’t even get on the 
road. Even with our lights they won’t pull over for a stop sign they just keep on coming. But 
the blue and red it just gives us another tool to make a safe traffic stop and keep the public 
and ourselves safe. 
 
Chairman Rust: I’m looking at this and I see a couple of things, number one, in class A 
authorized vehicle I see they could have an oscillating, rotating, revolving or flashing red or 
combination red white, in another place it talks about or flashing blue light and in section 3 
it talks about a steady red or a steady red and blue. So actually on a given vehicle there 
might be a number of combinations of different lights they can have on there, right? 
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Sgt Malaterre: Yes, like ours in McLean county, Senator Bakke mentioned yellow, some 
departments have yellow on the front. We don’t, some light bars do. We’re phasing the light 
bars in, because they’re very expensive. The yellow is mostly for the arrow board. Blue and 
red we have in front and white. We will usually have the white flashing when we’re going 
down the road, that kind of catches the eye too, it’s like our take down lights but they flash 
at the same time but when we stop they just go to then steady. We have a combination of 
blue, white and red with yellow in the back for us, but some departments have yellow in the 
front. 
 
Chairman Rust: Is there a down side to this bill? 
 
Sgt Malaterre: In law enforcement aspects, no. 
 
Senator Fors: If this is such a safety hazard, pulling cars over on a highway, why aren’t 
you trying to go to the next road or approach? 
 
Sgt Malaterre: In reality, they pick their spots sometimes. We try to pull people over in the 
safest place we can. We won’t stop someone in a place where it will be a hazard. 
 
Chairman Rust: How do you communicate with somebody you're stopping that they 
should pick a good spot? 
 
Sgt Malaterre: We try to use common sense and compassion. 
 
Chairman Rust: Closed hearing on HB 1198. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to class A authorized emergency vehicles. 
 

Minutes:                                                 No Attachments 

 
Chairman Rust: Brief review of bill. 
 
Senator Bakke: I move Do Pass. 
 
Senator Dwyer: I Second the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote Taken: 
6-0-0 Do Pass 
Carrier: Senator Bakke 
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