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Dr. Edward Fogarty, Chair of Radiology for the School of Medicine for University of ND: This 
is a scope of practice bill. I believe there has been a misrepresentation as to what goes on inside 
medicine.  Brain tapping to help those that are not licensed as Radiologists and are specialized. Rural 
Hospitals where PAs are managing the care of patients and aren’t as educated.  With PAs they have 
2 years of training VS. Physicians 7-11 years, if specialized.  There could potentially be Medicare 
issues that arise when billing individuals for some of the procedures that are being done by a PA 
when they need to be done by a licensed physician instead.  Our attorneys do not have the big picture 
as to how liable we are for certain Medicare billing violations.  If PA is bending the rules, there much 
greater repercussions than if a licensed physician would. We need to have an opportunity to put 
language into the bill that protects the specialists.  These are just some of the things that we need to 
pay close attention to when deciding if this bill should or shouldn’t be passed. A PA doesn’t have the 
same amount of knowledge or training as a physician does, yet this bill would allow them to run their 
own rural practice right out of school, while many of my own students wouldn’t be able to do that 
because they are required to go to a residency before they can practice independently.  
 
Testimonies 10-12 were handed in after the hearing was closed, and were not discussed.  
 
No further testimony or questions.  
Meeting closed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Human Services Committee 
Fort Union Room, State Capitol 

HB 1175 
1/28/2019 

31607 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk Signature: Nicole Klaman by Caitlin Fleck  

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to regulation of Physician assistants 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Opened hearing.  
 
Representative Porter: After the hearing, the board of radiology brought in the amendment 
that they thought would work. The board of medical examiners looked at the amendment and 
said they were in agreement with it, but would want to add “real time visual guidance for 
another procedure.” That would be in the case of putting in an advanced airway using 
sonography or a different tool. That was then agreed upon and all other agreed upon 
language discussed in the hearing. I motion to move the amendment.  
 
Representative Ruby: Second.  
 
Representative Rohr: So if we remove the word performing, that doesn’t disallow them to 
be doing blood tests or that kind of thing?  
 
Representative Devlin: From the PA standpoint, they were okay with that, so I am okay with 
it.  
 
Representative Weisz: Ok so it would read, “ordering and evaluating a diagnostic study and 
therapeutic procedure?  
 
Representative Devlin: Correct.  
 
Representative Weisz: Then add the new language after procedure.  
 
Voice Vote. Motion carried.  
 
Representative Devlin: Motion for a do pass as amended.  
 
Representative Rohr: Second. 
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Representative Skroch: I’m wondering if anyone visited with Dr. Fogerty to see if he is ok 
with the changes?  
 
Representative Porter: I believe that with the amendment, even though Dr. Fogerty went to 
along was to get to his opposition, I think the amendment, his concern would be addressed.  
 
Representative Weisz: His other concern isn’t addressed with this bill, which is in fact that 
any doctor should be allowed to practice without residency. That is a whole other issue.   
 
Roll call vote: 12 Yes, 0 No, 2 Absent. Motion passed.  
 
Representative Porter has floor assignment.  
 
Meeting closed.  
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