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Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1 - 2 

 
Chairman Owens:  Opened the hearing on HB 1170  
 
Representative Jim Grueneich:  Introduced HB1170   electronic testimony – Attachment 1    
end 5:25 
 
Chairman Owens: You are talking about inclement days, we heard a bill earlier that would 
change the school time to hours instead of day, if we would go to that do you believe making 
up hours electronically would make this even simpler and even more appealing?      
 
Representative Grueneich:  6:20 This would be good if they have a contagious disease, or 
are bed ridden with an injury, there would be a lot of different applications. Yes, I think if we 
switched to hours instead of days that would be very beneficial.        7:20 
 
Chairman Owens: Any questions? 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck: On the back side 19 through 21 is that 
cumbersome to a point? Is there some way to make it simpler?  
 
Representative Grueneich:  in Section 17,18,19 & 20 there would be one other item; is the 
95% student involvement because they kept track of kids doing homework? In school the 
numbers varied a little bit.             end        9:30 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  9:40 Is this considered a mass waiver? Are we 
duplicating a process?    10:16 
 
Representative Grueneich: In regards to a waiver, I will let DPI answer that question.      
 
Chairman Owens: Are there any further questions? 
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Representative Ron Guggisberg: Because of access to electronic equipment and to the 
internet is that why the 95 % is in. Does the school provide laptops for all the children?  
Are we providing adequate quality in education?  
 
Representative Grueneich:  11:45 The 95% is actually student involvement. This isn’t a one 
size fits all. There might be schools that don’t have the technological access. It will be a pilot 
project.    12:50 
 
Representative Mary Johnson: Is a virtual education plan an interactive type of 
presentation? Is there a teacher on the screen instructing or is it more of a read this and do 
this homework kind of plan? Is the instructor going to instruct from their home or how do you 
see this working? 
 
Representative Grueneich:  14:00 The homework was when you actually took home paper 
work. There would still be a teacher student relationship through the internet. 15:00 
 
Chairman Owens: Yes 
 
Representative  Grueneich: I would like Representative Satrom to speak on this. 
 
Representative Satrom: I would like to introduce Jordan he would like to share some things 
with you.  15:30   Jordan Mikkelson speaking  17:00 /17:00  Wyatt Limesand (Attachment 1) 
18:30 
 
Chairman Owens: Thank you so much. 
  
Chairman Owens:   support 
 
Kirstin Baesler:  20:00 - 25:00 I am very supportive of this bill. As a State Superintendent 
I would like to share with you that would be helpful and informational to you as you make this 
decision. You may have seen where every school in ND had 1 gigabyte of infrastructure 
going up to their school building. Access to the internet is available all over North Dakota. 
The State makes a 2.3-billion-dollar investment in education to our school districts and the 
school districts use those dollars to contract with their teachers. I think we should give the 
schools the right to make the decision on what works for them.    
 
Chairman Owens: Questions? 
 
Representative Mary Johnson: Is there a minimum percent of attendance required to count 
as a school day?  
 
Kirstin Baesler: Currently there is not. 
 
Representative Pat D. Heinert:  25:45 -  26:35 Miss Baesler, If we allow this how are we 
going to make sure those kids are safe at home?  
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Kirstin Baesler: That is the conversation that the parents and the elected school board 
members of the community would have to have. The local school board could make that 
decision based on what is best.   
 
Chairman Owens:      support 
 
Nick Archuleta:  28:00 This is what education is all about. We have students that have 
identified a problem and have taken steps to solve the problem. We will have to be creative 
to get to all of our students.  
 
Chairman Owens:  opposition  
 
Jeff Fastnacht:  Assistant Superintendent to Mandan Public Schools. (MPSD):  29:00 -  
31:30 Do you believe that school should be in session for a certain amount of time? Do you 
believe that school is open to everyone regardless of their skills or their background we 
accept all. I support online learning. I think that this is where schools are going. What about 
the percentage of kids who do not learn in that fashion? About 12% of our population are 
students with learning disabilities, those kids need specialized training and specialized 
people. When we ask for a waiver for school we have to do it for all the students.  
  
 
 Representative Hoverson : This is about snow days, or dismiss early, or home sick. 
 
Jeff Fastnacht:  I have concerns with that, I don’t think that is where this bill is going, I 
respect the fact of what these kids have done, to find a need and address it and learn. But 
there is a segment of our population that we serve that are not adept at online learning.    end    
34:00 
 
Chairman Owens:   opposition 
 
Russ Ziegler, Assistant Director of North Dakota Council of Education Leaders (NDCEL):  
34:30 (See Attachment #2) request a DNP   38:00  
 
Representative Mary Johnson: There are a lot of children that don’t attend school wouldn’t 
this help increase attendance?  
 
Russ Ziegler: I thought of that too, but if they are in the lower economics they might not have 
the funds or the technology to do that. 
 
Representative Mary Johnson: I don’t think we should sell our special needs students 
short, they understand more that we think they do.      40:25 
 
Russ Ziegler: I totally agree with you. There are students that excel in technology but there 
are others that do not. 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  Any further opposition, any neutral   
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Joe Kolosky:   41:00 I am Deputy Director of the Office of School Approval and Opportunity 
for the North Dakota Department of Public Instruction.  I am in charge of waivers, we would 
evaluate the situation and decide what is best, then it will go to the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, then it will come back down to us on the committee level. It is a process.  43:35 
 
Vice Chairman- Cynthia Schreiber- I am seeing none. 
 
Representative Rick Becker:     Continue with neutral.     
 
 Close Hearing 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution:   
 

Relating to school calendar days on days of inclement weather. 
 
 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Owens:  Opened the hearing on HB 1170. 
 
Representative Schreiber- Beck:  Made a Motion Do Not Pass 
 
Representative Guggisberg: Seconded 
 
Roll Call vote was taken: Yes – 11  No – 2  Absent - 1 
 
Do Not Pass Carries.  
 
Representative Schreiber-Beck     Will carry the HB 1170. 
 
 
 
 
 







2019 TESTIMONY 

HB 1170 




















































	House Education Committee
	Testimony



