
2019 HOUSE GOVERNMENT AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 
 

HB 1169 

  



2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 
Fort Union, State Capitol 

HB 1169  
1/17/2019 

30978 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk:  Carmen Hart 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to annual observance of Patriots’ Day 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments 1, 2, 3 

 
Chairman Kasper opened the hearing on HB 1169.  Discussion of upcoming meetings and 
format of subcommittees was held. 
 
Rep. Schauer appeared in support.  Attachment 1 (4:07-7:09).   He also read an excerpt 
from a book called The Crossing (7:10-8:11).  Then he continued on with Attachment 1 (8:27-
10:37). 
 
Rep. Laning:  Your intention is to have this as an unpaid holiday.  Is it your intention that 
personnel would be able to take this day off from work or is this more of a commemorative 
day of recognition? 
 
Rep. Schauer: Yes, it would be more commemorative. 
 
Rep. Louser:  I did some quick research on how Patriots’ Day is observed in Massachusetts.  
It looks like that is where it originated.  Some government entities are closed in that state.  Is 
it correct that our courts and the registry of motor vehicle are not to be closed?    
 
Rep. Schauer:  Correct. 
 
Jim Nelson, ND Veterans’ Legislative Council, appeared in support.  Attachment 2.  
(12:59-16:13) 
 
Lonnie Wangen, Commissioner of ND Veterans’ Affairs, appeared in support.  This is a 
great way to remember the wars that we have had in the past.  The education and knowledge 
of our history is very important.  I ask the committee to add a proclamation from the governor. 
 
Chairman Kasper closed the hearing. 
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A subcommittee was formed consisting of Reps. Schauer, Schneider, and Hoverson to add 
a proclamation.    
 
Chairman Kasper:  I think we also need to address another amendment to this bill to make 
it clear whether it is open or closed with pay.  Seth, the law intern, just handed out Attachment 
3 which is the chapter in the code on holidays. 
 
Rep. Laning:  The reality is holidays are very expensive if they have closed doors with pay 
for employees.  I personally think we are jeopardizing the success of this bill if we try to make 
a paid holiday out of this. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  Good observation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 
Fort Union, State Capitol 

 

HB 1169 
1/17/2019 
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☒ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk:  Carmen Hart 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to annual observance of Patriots’ Day 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Subcommittee of Rep. Schauer, Rep. Hoverson and Rep. Schneider met.   
 
Rep. Schauer:  I met with Claire Ness in Legislative Council.  I told her about the two 
requests.  One would be to make sure the writing is on the open holiday, meaning that there 
would be no requirements for businesses and the state to close.  The second would be the 
governor’s proclamation.  We are waiting for that amended bill, and we should be good to 
go.  Claire also stated that we the House people tell the governor what to do, and he does it.   
 
Rep. Hoverson:  I am supportive of both requests. 
 
Rep. Schneider:  The governor’s office has a proclamation clerk, and she is pretty good 
about getting it on the calendar. 
 
There was discussion about having Rep. Hoverson taking the bill to the governor’s office 
after action has taken by the full committee.   
 
The subcommittee meeting was closed. 
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31046 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk: Carmen Hart 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to annual observance of Patriots’ Day 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Kasper opened the meeting on HB 1169. 

 
Rep. Hoverson:   We do not need an amendment.  We did decide it would be an open 
holiday, and after the vote I would carry this to the governor’s clerk who deals with 
proclamations.  I would do that today to give them time, and we would let them know that this 
hasn’t cleared the House floor yet but would give them time to prepare if they so choose. 
 
Rep. Schneider:  If GVA feels we need to specify it as an open holiday, we can, but it looks 
like in the code that anything that is not specified as a closed holiday is an open holiday. 
 
Rep. Karls:  I heard on the radio, some other bill proposes a Horse Day. 
 
Rep. C. Johnson:  How many more days are we going to have honor and commemorate 
with other groups coming forward with bills?  
 
Chairman Kasper:  This is a little bit different with patriots versus horses.  As we know, after 
today the bills are done unless they have a delayed bills committee that allows it. 
 
Rep. Hoverson made a motion for a DO PASS. 
 
Rep. Schneider seconded the motion. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  I am totally open to considering any other holidays that had something 
to do with before 1780. 
 
A roll call vote was taken.  13-0, 1 absent. 
 
Rep. Hoverson will carry the bill. 
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☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk Signature Carmen Hart 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to annual observance of Patriots’ Day 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1 

 
Chairman Kasper opened the meeting on HB 1169.  This was referred back to our 
committee, because Rep. Schauer had been working on an amendment and was gone last 
Friday, and we inadvertently took action on the bill and sent it up as a do pass.   
 
Rep. B. Koppelman made a motion to accept and reconsider our actions on HB 1169. 
 
Vice Chair Steiner seconded the motion. 
 
Voice vote.  Motion carries. 
 
Rep. Schauer went over the amendment.  Attachment 1.  I would make a motion that we 
adopt amendment 19.0694.01002. 
 
Rep. Schneider seconded the motion. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  Did you talk to the governor’s office, or are we going to direct the 
governor to do it? 
 
Rep. Hoverson:  We did just make it a request.  We did not want to make it a requirement. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  I don’t think that this is well overreaching in any way for us to direct 
the governor to do that.  I believe the governor’s office is supportive of the concept.  I think 
we should pass the amendment as drafted. 
 
Voice vote.  Motion carries. 
 
Rep. Schauer made a motion for a DO PASS AS AMENDED. 
 
Rep. Rohr seconded the motion. 
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A roll call vote was taken.  12-0, 2 absent. 
 
Rep. Hoverson will carry the bill. 
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☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk: Pam Dever 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to annual observance of Patriots’ Day. 
 

Minutes:                                                  Att # 1-4 Rep. Schauer; Att #5 – Jim Nelson; Att #6 –Al 
Dohrmann 

 
Chairman Davison: Let’s open the hearing for HB1169. 
 
Rep. Austen Schauer, Dist 13, W. Fargo: (see att # 1) I am asking for a new holiday called 
Patriots Day. It would be the third Monday in April. It would be unpaid. 
 
Chairman Davison: You said it was unpaid. How do we differentiate in Code? 
 
Rep. Schauer:  Legislative Council told me. 
 
Sen. Kristin Roers: Is this a national holiday or just a N.D. thing? 
 
Rep. Schauer: Five state have this now.  Most of the state are out east. We need to teach 
the kids out history. 
 
Vice Chair Meyer: This would line up with Massachusetts.  
 
Rep. Schauer:  Yes. 
 
Sen. Shawn Vedaa: Can we sell fireworks? 
 
Rep. Schauer:  Yes. He passed out letter. (see att #2,3,4) 
 
Chairman Davison: Any more in support? 
 
Jim Nelson, Legislative Dir. for N.D. Veterans Legislative Council: (see att #5) (8.05-
12.5) 
 
Al Dohrmann, Adjutant General National Guard: (see att #6) (12.54-15.47) In my 
conference room hangs this medallion of the Minute Man. The National Guard is what the 
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Minute Men were. We are like them. We say our birthday is December 13, 1636. That is 
when the first militia in Massachusetts stood up and were the foundation for the colonial army. 
This is a no brainer bill. In Boston, Patriots Day is a big deal. I do not see a down side in this.  
 
Chairman Davison: Any more in support? Any agency? Any against? We will close hearing. 
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☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk: Pam Dever 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to annual observance of Patriot’s Day. 
 

Minutes:                                                   

 
Chairman Davison: Let’s look at HB1169. This is an unpaid holiday. This goes under chapter 
1-03 in code. We need to do some investigating before we vote.  
 
(this discussion was between a hearing) 
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# 33384 

 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk: Pam Dever 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
Relating to annual observance of Patriots’ Day. 
 

Minutes:                                                   

 
Chairman Davison: Take a quick look at HB1169. I asked Sen. Elkin to go to L.C. and get 
information.  
 
Sen. Jay Elkin: This will be a day of observance. This will not fall under the state holiday. It 
will fall under observance days’. 
 
Sen. Richard Marcellais: It will probably be the same as the Vietnam Veteran Day which is 
March 29. We will have a ceremony. 
 
Sen. Jay Elkin: That is exactly right. I move a DO PASS.            Sen. Meyer: I second.   
 
Chairman Davison: Any discussion? 
 
Sen. Erin Oban: When the sponsor brought this forward, he felt it would make everyone 
know about Patriots’ Day. I ask you if you know what the other observed holidays are? Did 
you know there is a Bird Day?  
 
Chairman Davison: You need to vote how to vote. Take the roll: YES  --  7    NO  --  0  -0-
absent.        HB1169 PASSED.          Sen. Jay Elkin will carry the bill.  
 
Done(3.23) 
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