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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A BILL relating to the fee for failure to stop at a stop sign and failure to display lighted 
headlamps, tail lamps, and illuminating devices; and to provide penalty. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment #1 

 
Chairman Ruby opened the hearing in HB 1151. 
 
Representative Tveit, District 33, introduced HB 1151 and provided written testimony.  See 
attachment #1. (7:25) 
 
Chairman Ruby:  Why do we have two sections of code, what is the difference? 
 
Rep. Tveit:  I do not know. 
 
Donnell Preskey, North Dakota Association of Counties, spoke in support of HB 1151. 
This topic has often been discussed with county officials and sheriffs while looking at fines 
and fees.   
 
Blake Crosby, North Dakota League of Cities:  We also stand in support of HB 1151. It is 
time we understand that fees are a deterrent. We need those deterrents because driving is 
a dangerous activity.  
 
Vice Chairman Rick C. Becker: One of my concerns when we keep raising fines and 
penalties, is that when some people are unhappy that a certain activity keeps occurring, even 
though there is statute against it, then we think the answer is to make the penalty worse. The 
question that I have with each of these instances is, does it really matter if it is not being 
enforced?  Littering was referenced.  Is there any indication that littering has decreased since 
we increased the fee?  Is there any evidence that increasing a fine like this, is going to make 
a difference, when people feel that the likelihood of getting caught is so low? 
 
Blake Crosby:  There is a difference between enforcement and the fees.  Now the fees are 
so low, that enforcement may not be what is should be because it is a waste of money to 
write the ticket.  About ten years ago I was picked up in Minnesota.  I wasn’t going that much 
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over the speed limit.  The fine was $124.  I can assure you when I go to Minnesota; I pay 
attention to the speed limit.  The fine is a deterrent.   
 
There was no further support for HB 1151. 
There was no opposition on HB 1151. 
 
Chairman Ruby:  Could we get law enforcement to explain the difference in the two 
sections? 

 
Tom Iverson, Chief of Operations for the North Dakota Highway Patrol: 39-10-24 is 
applies more for failing to yield at a stop sign.  39-10-44 is just failing to come to a stop.   
 
Chairman Ruby:  That is why they are defined separately? 
 
Tom Iverson:  Yes.   
 
Chairman Ruby:  Do you treat a yield sign the same as a stop sign? 
 
Tom Iverson:  If a vehicle fails to yield at a yield sign, maybe they do slow down or not, but 
they pull out in front of a vehicle that is coming, that would be cited under 39-10-24.   
 
Chairman Ruby:  I don’t see anything in code that says how long we need to stop.  Is that 
more of a guide? 
 
Tom Iverson:  There is no time in Century Code.  A vehicle just needs to come to a complete 
stop. 
 
The hearing on HB 1151 was closed. 
 
Committee took a break.   
 
Chairman Ruby called HB 1151 back for discussion. We have another bill that is similar.  
What is the committee’s thoughts on this one? 
 
Representative Owens:  What is the headlight part? 
 
Chairman Ruby:  It is using your headlights when it is foggy or dark.  The fine increases 
from $20 to $100.   
 
Representative O'Brien: Do you think if you left your brights on, would you get a $100 ticket? 

 
Vice Chairman Rick C. Becker:  39-21-01 read the section for clarity. 
 
Chairman Ruby:  What do we want to do with this bill?  I wouldn’t support $100, but I don’t 
mind that the fines be increased.  
 
Representative Owens moved an amendment to change the fines from $100 to $40. 
Representative Hager seconded the motion.   
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A voice vote was taken.  Motion carried. 
 
Representative Nelson move a DO PASS as amended on HB 1151. 
Representative Jones seconded the motion. 

 
Vice Chairman Rick C. Becker:  I am going to resist the motion.  If we kill this bill and amend 
it in the next bill; it is probably more reasonable.  There are gray areas like: using headlights 
at sunrise and sunset, or how far is1000 feet?  
 
Representative Kading:  I would support the second bill with the stop signs and stop lights.  
I don’t like this light section and will vote no on HB 1151. 
 
Chairman Ruby:  I would agree with that, but I do like it more with $40 rather than $100 as 
a fine.  I have told law enforcement many times that some of our fines are too low.  I wouldn’t 
have targeted it like this is.  I will resist the motion for a DO PASS. 
 
A roll call vote was taken on a DO PASS on HB 1151:  Aye  3  Nay  8  Absent 3 
The motion failed. 
 
Representative Owens moved a DO NOT PASS as amended on HB 1151. 

 Representative Paulson seconded the motion.   
 A roll call vote was taken:  Aye  9  Nay  2  Absent  3 
The motion passed.   Representative Kading will carry HB 1151. 
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