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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A BILL relating to prohibiting the manufacturing, sale, and installation of a counterfeit 
supplemental restraint system component and nonfunctional airbag; and to provide a penalty. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1-3 

 
Chairman Ruby opened the hearing on 1143. 
 
Representative George Kieser, District 47, introduced and explained HB 1143 and provided 
testimony.  HB 1143 is an airbag bill. (Attachments #1-2)  
 
At a meeting I was approached by a Honda representative about this type of air bag 
legislation. He was wondering if I would consider introducing it in North Dakota. 
A letter from Craig Orlan, Sr. State Relations Specialist, Honda North America, Inc., has been 
provided to the committee.  It thoroughly explains the airbag problem.  See Attachment 1 
pages 1-2. The third page of attachment #1 demonstrates to you the potential problem.  Can 
you tell which one of the airbags is counterfeit?  On the outside they are identical. (p,4) On 
the inside you can see that there are significant differences.   My favorite part is the jello 
powder in the counterfeit bag, so when it does explode you do get a powder effect. On p. 5 
you can see the states that have addressed this issue, as well those that are considering it 
this session.  
 
The bill is straight forward.  It defines some terms that are not currently defined in Code. The 
key component to this legislation in Section 2, p. 2, says, “a person may not intentionally or 
knowingly manufacture, import, install, reinstall, distribute, sell or offer for sale any device 
intended to replace a supplemental restraint system component in a motor vehicle….”   
Subsection b, “sell or install in a motor vehicle any device that cause a motor vehicle’s 
diagnostic system to fail, to warn when the motor vehicle is equipped with a counterfeit 
supplemental restraint system.”   
 
Honda and other manufacturers feel strongly about this issue because the aftermarket 
airbags simply do not work.   
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Representative Kading:  In this example, the fake airbag is already committing some sort 
of fraud by using the trademark of another company.  If you make it a class A misdemeanor 
to install or use these, is this additional criminal charge going to be effective in addition to 
already committing fraud?   
 
Representative George Kieser:  We will probably have trouble getting to the sellers on the 
internet, but we need to send out a message to the public, so they are making sure they are 
putting in a safe legitimate airbag. If not, a Class A misdemeanor is a maximum of 360 days 
and a fine up to $3000 or both. This is a life or death matter. We have no idea how many of 
these airbags are in vehicles in North Dakota.   
 
Representative Kading:  If someone with good intent makes a good airbag, without the 
Honda logo, is that illegal because it is shaped the same as the Honda one? 
 
Representative George Kieser:  If it is an airbag that can pass the federal test, there is no 
issue.   
 
Chairman Ruby:  This bill is just dealing with airbags, correct? 
 
Representative George Kieser:  That is correct. 
  
An additional attachment from Joseph Cammiso, President Automotive Anti-
Counterfeiting Council, Inc. sent an e-email to Chairman Ruby in support of HB 1143.  It 
was provided to committee.  See attachment #3.  
 
There was no further testimony in support of HB 1143. 
There was no testimony in opposition to HB 1143. 
 
The hearing on HB 1143 was closed. 
 
Representative Grueneich moved a DO PASS on HB 1143. 
Representative Owens seconded the motion.  
A roll call vote was taken:  Yea  12  nay  0  Absent  2 
The motion carried. 
Representative Paur will carry HB 1143. 
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