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1/30/2019 

31771 & 31807 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk: Caitlin Fleck  

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Overview hearing.  
 

Minutes:                                                 A,B 

 
Took Roll.  
Read name and number of bill.  
 
(1.52) Representative Laning: (see attachment A)  
 
(7.38) Chairman Jon O. Nelson: On line 16, the executive budget did put the 50,000 in the 
budget already, so it is already in there. Are you asking for an additional 50,000?  
 
Representative Laning: No, just one 50,000. 
 
Chairman Jon O. Nelson: That would be for 4 dogs?  
 
Representative Laning: Up to 4 dogs. The dogs can be trained on different levels. One dog 
could cost 25,000 depending on the type and amount of training they receive.  
 
Representative Richard G. Holman: Our former veterans service officer (VSO) in Trail 
county was a trainer and every summer we had a church service where she would come and 
present her story as to what these dogs are for. Everyone that finds out what these dogs do, 
they see that they are very valuable.  
 
Representative Laning: I believe that nationwide about 20 veterans commit suicide.  
 
Chairman Jon O. Nelson: Another part of this program is that the inmates in the prison help 
in the training for these dogs. So this program travels further than just the veterans.  
 
Representative Laning: That is a good program too.  
 
Vice Chairman Gary Kreidt: 50,000 to train the 4 dogs, actually is about 25,000 to get a 
dog trained? So the additional money that you would need would come from donations?  
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Representative Laning: It could be up to 25,000 for one dog, that would be a maximum for 
dog. It depends on who easily they are trained, and what training they receive.  
 
Vice Chairman Gary Kreidt: But they could have additional funds?  
 
Representative Laning: Yes, they do have additional funding.  
 
Representative Richard G. Holman: Are these on policy committee too?  
 
Representative Jeff Magrum: No.  
 
Chairman Jon O. Nelson: Leadership sent them down here because they are part of our 
budget, and in most cases they are in the budget already, so we are the policy committee on 
this.   
(Recording #31771 stops here at 14.47) 
(Input recording # 31807 at 0.00 to 1.00) 
 
Representative Magrum: I am here to testify in support of HB1168, HB1177, and HB1178. 
If you have any questions as the hearings go along, I would redirect you to ask Lonnie 
Wangen, or any of the other gentlemen here today. Thank you.   

 
(Recording #31771 starts here again at 14.48) Lonnie Wangen, Commissioner of ND 
Veteran’s Affairs: Chairman Nelson felt it may be important to consider carryover funding 
authority for some of these funds. I ask that you would consider that with this, and some of 
the other bills that are coming up.  
 
Chairman Jon O. Nelson: If this bill doesn’t go forward, we would consider that carryover 
funding in your budget as an amendment for that budget.  
 
Jim Nelson, Legislative Director for the ND Veterans Legislative Council: We support 
this bill. There is no way I can beat what was talked about the last time we met.  
 
Chairman Jon O. Nelson: The partnership with private donations, there is a lot of people 
that have donated to this program. Do you have a list of where the funding comes from?  
 
Mr. Nelson: I don’t have those figures, but I think I can get them. Mr. Wangen could get them 
to you.  
 
(Input recording #31807 starting at 1.02 to end) 
 
Mr. Wangen: I received an email from Jenny last night showed that there are 3 dogs with 
veterans ready to train and 1 that is waiting on the information from the veteran to begin 
training. It’s going to be tight but she feels that they will be close to graduating, or all close to 
graduating by the end of the biennium. We don’t want them to push it too hard though.  
 
NO FURTHER QUESTIONS OR TESTIMONY.  MEETING CLOSED.  
Attachment B was emailed and handed out because presenter couldn’t make it to the 
meeting due to weather complications.  
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☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk: Caitlin Fleck  

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Voting on the bill.  
 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Opened hearing.  
 
Discussing what to do for committee work this afternoon.  
 
Representative Randy A. Schobinger: Do not pass. 
 
Representative Lisa Meier: Second. 
 
No Discussion.  
 
Chairman Jon O. Nelson: One of the issues that we did talk about, is if this motion does 
pass, the ability to use the carryover funds from the biennium to the next, would be something 
that we would consider on their agency budget.  
 
Roll Call Vote: 6 Yes, 0 No, 0 Absent. Motion Passed.  
 
Floor assignment is Representative Randy A. Schobinger.  
 
Meeting concluded.  
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31880 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk Risa Bergquist 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
The department of veterans' affairs for the training of service dogs for 

North Dakota veterans with posttraumatic stress disorder. 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
 
Chairman Delzer: Called meeting to order for HB 1128 
 
Representative Schobinger: This is the bill to appropriate 50 thousand dollars for the 
training of PTSD type service dogs for veterans, that exact amount is in the veteran’s budget 
and it looks like the committee is planning on proceeding with that, so we asked for a Do Not 
Pass.  
 
Chairman Delzer: There is also some carry over money? What is the discussion on that so 
far?  
 
Representative Schobinger: That is correct, not sure the amount but that money is being 
used to train 3-4 dogs currently. 
 
Representative J. Nelson: There is 3 service dogs that are close to graduation by the end 
of the biennium if they do not graduate by that date we are preparing an amendment to carry 
over those funds.  
 
Chairman Delzer: The cost normally for a dog is about 12 ½? So 50 thousand does about 
4 dogs?  
 
Representative Schobinger: It varies on the ability of the dog to learn; it takes about 25 
thousand dollars per dog.  
 
Chairman Delzer: And it takes a 1:1 match?  
 
Representative J. Nelson: There’s no requirement it’s the understanding that we cover half 
of the cost.  
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Chairman Delzer:  
 
Representative Schobinger: Because it’s already in the budget I would make a motion for 
DO Not Pass 
 
Representative J. Nelson: Second 
 
Chairman Delzer: Any further discussion? We will take a vote.  
 
 
 
A Roll Call vote was taken. Yea:        17      Nay:   0          Absent: 4 
 
Motion Carries 
 
Representative Schobinger will carry the bill 
 
Chairman Delzer closes the hearing on HB 1128 
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