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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to plans for cooperating school districts 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1,2 

 
Chairman Owens:  Opened hearing on HB#1125. 
 
Rep. David Richter: (Attachment 1). (:27-6:38) 
 
Chairman Owens:  Are there any questions by the committee? Does this interfere 
to work with K-8? 
 
Rep. Richter:  It does because of the administrative requirements.  Minot and  
Dickinson are K-12’s. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Focus is on K-12?  The problem is strictly administrative? 
 
Rep. Richter:  That is correct. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Anyone in support of HB#1125? 
 
Aimee Copas, Executive Director of the North Dakota Council of Educational Leaders: 
(Attachment 2)  We are in support of HB#1125.  This bill will probably not be widely  
used throughout the state.  It will help the communities that are directly affected through 
tremendous growth.  A proactive approach is the most prudent in your situation, but 
we also understand the intent of the bill as a positive one.  
 
Rep. Denton Zubke:  Is there anything that would prevent the two districts from 
deciding themselves who would carry the bond issue and who would be in charge  
of the management? 
 
Aimee Copas:  Absolutely not.  They could do that. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Are there any further questions? 
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Chairman Owens:  Anyone else stand in support of HB#1125?  Anyone in 
Opposition to HB#1125?  Any neutral for HB#1125? 
 
Hearing closed on HB#1125. 
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Chairman Owens:  Are there any questions for HB#1125? 
 
A motion was made by Rep. Pyle to Do Pass and seconded by Rep. Zubke. 
 
Rep. M. Johnson:  What is the reason the taxable property located in the same 
city as the other school district may not be required to share administrative 
personnel under the cooperative plan? 
 
Rep. Longmuir:  The reason is that the city has tremendous growth but 
yet the district has not. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any further questions?  Any other in support of HB#1125? 
Any opposition?  Any neutral? 
 
Roll call vote.  Yes 13 No 0 Absent 1 
 
Rep. Longmuir is the Carrier. 
 
Hearing on HB#1125 closed. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to plans for cooperating school districts. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att.#1, #2, #3-Richter; Att. #4-Copas 

 
Vice-Chairman Fors: We will open the hearing for HB 1125. 
 
(0:30) Representative David Richter: See Att. #1, Att. #2, #3.  
 
Vice-Chairman Fors: Are there any questions? Thank you.  
 
(9:02) Amiee Copas, Exec. Director, NDCEL: See Att. #4.  
 
Senator Oban: Can you tell me what unduplicated grade level services are? 
 
Amiee Copas: To be in a cooperative agreement, that would mean that – for example New 
District 8 is operating a K-8 and Williston also has elementary schools, so they are duplicating 
their grades K-8. So to have a cooperating agreement, they wouldn’t be able to do that in 
more than four grades.  
 

Vice-Chairman Fors: Are there any questions? Thank you. Any other testimony for the bill? 
Agency testimony? Is there any opposition testimony? If not, we will close the hearing on HB 
1125. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to plans for cooperating school districts. 
 

Minutes:                                                 No Attachments.  

 
Chairman Schaible: Committee, we are looking at HB 1125. Subsection 2 of section one, my 
understanding of this is that right now we have – if you have corporate agreement – you 
cannot have unduplicated grade level services and have to share administrative services. 
What this is for, is an exemption to that within the same city limits. My understanding is that 
this is for a city that has more than one school district in their city that if they want to do a 
cooperative agreement, they will not be hampered by these two provisions. Is that the way 
everybody else looks at it? 
 
Senator Rust: Let me tell you where I see this being a good deal. In my particular district in 
Williams County. We could use this in relationship to two districts that are contemplating on 
building a school. I believe – like the Williston School District is planning to build one and 
going to have a bond issue within a month. I think the same with District 8. I could see where 
it would be possible – because all of the high school kids from District 8 to Williston #1 where 
it is possible for those two districts could build a school together and operate it together. Is 
there going to be a little bit of hassle to do that? Probably, but you might be able to meet the 
needs of both places through that shared services. Of course, right now, in order to do that, 
you can only have one administrator. I think you can’t have unduplicated grade levels. I think 
it is a pretty good bill. I am not so sure we shouldn’t tack on an emergency clause – simply 
to make sure that if they wanted to get past those things, they could go ahead and move 
forward with it. I don’t know if that would be necessary, and could get it done anyway. 
 
Chairman Schaible: It wouldn’t have to be a school building, it could be a bus barn, it could 
be gymnasium, it could be a variety of other options as well.  
 
Senator Rust: It wouldn’t even have to be buildings; it could be- 
 
Chairman Schaible: Right, it could be any other kind of shared service of some kind, too.  
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Senator Rust: As the city of Williston has grown, they have grown into District 8. That is what 
is confusing for people. You move to Williston and that is what is confusing to people. You 
move to Williston, you think the kids will be going to Williston #1 and they aren’t. You can 
have people across the street from each other in that city with one going to District #8 and 
the other going to District #1 (Williston). There are some things that they could do as they 
grow. The question is should a guy tack on an Emergency clause? That prolongs this process 
a little bit, and sends it back to the house otherwise if we pass it this way, it goes to the 
governor. Right? 
 
Chairman Schaible: Yes, and I don’t see any objections – it passed the House pretty decently, 
so- 
 
Senator Rust: You have any thoughts on it? 
 
Senator Davison: The more I think about it, I think about Fargo and West Fargo. West Fargo 
has a lot of Fargo land in their school district. I see some other benefits to it now that you 
start to explain it a little bit better. I would be for putting an Emergency clause on it. 
 
Chairman Schaible: I have no objection to that, the other thing is - are we defeating the 
purpose of what the original intent was? I am looking for the down side of this. The caveat is 
that you have to have – part of the district has to be in the same city. There aren’t a lot of 
districts that we have like that – that is the biggest thing. I am just trying to think of – you 
know – Minot, Fargo and West Fargo, Williston, - even Bismarck and Mandan are two 
separate cities, so there couldn’t be a cooperative agreement for that.  
 
Senator Davison: Is your point that you don’t see a downside because –  
 
Chairman Schaible: So far I don’t, but that is usually what I do is look for a downside.  
 
Senator Davison: Yes, that is what I have been doing.  
 
Chairman Schaible: It is funny how they pop up after you have passed it. (laughter). As far 
as the Emergency clause, that is entirely up to you. If you want to add an amendment, that 
is fine. Hugh (the intern) can do it. He can take it up there and get it done.  
 
Senator Rust: I think I would like the Emergency clause so that – cause I know both of the – 
Williston has one coming up next month and I think District 8 is within a month after, so if 
those two schools could somehow or another get themselves together to at least discuss the 
possibility of doing something jointly, maybe that would be beneficial for both, it opens – it’s 
one more tool that they have as opposed to not having.  
 
Chairman Schaible: That is fine. You can draft the amendment and get it through upstairs 
(Legislative Council) and all that.  
 
Hugh Grindberg (the intern): Unless you want to vote on it and then you don’t have to bring 
it back. 
 
Chairman Schaible: Is that legal?  
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Senator Rust: I move an amendment to add an Emergency clause to the bill. 
 
Senator Oban: Second. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Yeas: 7; Nays: 0; Absent 0.  
 
Motion by Senator Rust to Do Pass as Amended. 
 
Second by Senator Elkin. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Yeas: 7; Nays: 0; Absent 0. 
 
Motion Passes; Senator Elkin will carry the bill. 
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