




19.0414.04000 FISCAL NOTE
Requested by Legislative Council

01/29/2019

Amendment to: HB 1122

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding 
levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds

Revenues

Expenditures $584,000 $584,000

Appropriations $584,000 $584,000

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political  
subdivision.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

Counties

Cities

School Districts

Townships

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions 
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

Engrossed House Bill 1122 allows students to use ND academic or career & technical education scholarship dollars 
to pay for science, mathematics, English or computer science dual-credit and early entry courses taken while in high 
school.

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal  
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

Currently, ND AC & CTE scholarships are awarded only after a student graduates from high school. Dollars are used 
to pay post-secondary education costs at public, private or tribal ND institutions of higher education. The $6,000 
lifetime maximum scholarship can be used over a six-year period, for any degree or certificate program offered by 
the institution, up to and including graduate programs.

If a student used a portion of the scholarship for dual credit or early entry courses, fewer dollars would be available 
for post-secondary education costs because the lifetime maximum limit is unchanged by this bill.

It is anticipated that several students who take dual credit or early entry courses would not fulfill all the criteria to 
ultimately be awarded the full AC or CTE scholarship. Payments for these courses would add to the overall cost of 
the scholarship program.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund 
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.



B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and 
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

Department of Public Instruction (DPI) and NDUS data indicate that for the most recent graduating class, 959 
students had taken dual credit courses but did not receive an AC or CTE scholarship. Students took an average of 
1.4 courses per term, which equates to 1,343 courses per year. Approximately 73%, or 980, of the courses were in 
science, mathematics, English or computer science. The average tuition rate per course is $297.87 ($99.29 per 
credit tuition rate X 3 credits). Therefore, the program changes in Engrossed HB1122 will increase biennial 
expenditures by $583,825 (980 courses X $297.87 X two years).

We anticipate dual credit enrollment will increase as a result of these changes. Related cost increases are not 
included in this fiscal note.

BND currently pays for dual credit courses taken by students who qualify for free or reduced lunch. If this BND 
program were to be discontinued, this cost estimate would increase by about $560,000 per biennium.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund 
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether 
the appropriation or a part of the appropriation is included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing 
appropriation.

The Executive Recommendation included a $14.96 million appropriation for the existing AC/CTE scholarship 
program. All funds are currently allocated for scholarship awards. An ongoing $584,000 general fund appropriation 
increase is required to pay for the program changes proposed in Engrossed HB1122.

Name: Tammy Dolan

Agency: NDUS

Telephone: 701-328-4116

Date Prepared: 01/30/2019



19.0414.02000 FISCAL NOTE
Requested by Legislative Council

01/07/2019

Bill/Resolution No.: HB 1122

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding 
levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds

Revenues

Expenditures $800,000 $800,000

Appropriations $800,000 $800,000

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political  
subdivision.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

Counties

Cities

School Districts

Townships

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions 
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

House Bill 1122 allows students to use ND academic or career & technical education scholarship dollars to pay for 
dual-credit courses taken while in high school.

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal  
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

Currently, ND AC & CTE scholarships are awarded only after a student graduates from high school. Dollars are used 
to pay post-secondary education costs at public, private or tribal ND institutions of higher education. The $6,000 
maximum scholarship can be used over a six-year period, for any degree or certificate program offered by the 
institution, up to and including graduate programs.

If a student used a portion of the scholarship for dual credit courses, fewer dollars would be available for post-
secondary education costs because the maximum limit is unchanged by this bill.

It is anticipated that several students who take dual credit courses would not fulfill all the criteria to ultimately be 
awarded the full AC or CTE scholarship. Payments for these courses would add to the overall cost of the 
scholarship program.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund 
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.



B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and 
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

Department of Public Instruction (DPI) and NDUS data indicate that for the most recent graduating class, 959 
students had taken dual credit courses but did not receive an AC or CTE scholarship. Students took an average of 
1.4 courses per term, which equates to 1,343 courses per year. The average tuition rate per course is $297.87 
($99.29 per credit tuition rate X 3 credits). Total biennial expenditures are $800,080 (1,343 courses X $297.87 X two 
years).

We anticipate dual credit enrollment will increase as a result of these changes. Related cost increases are not 
included in this fiscal note.

BND currently pays for dual credit courses taken by students who qualify for free or reduced lunch. If this BND 
program were to be discontinued, this cost estimate would increase by about $560,000 per biennium.

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund 
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether 
the appropriation or a part of the appropriation is included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing 
appropriation.

The base level appropriation for the current AC/CTE scholarship program is $15.7 million. All funds are currently 
allocated for scholarship awards. An ongoing $800,000 general fund appropriation increase is required to pay for the 
program changes proposed in HB1122.

Name: Tammy Dolan

Agency: NDUS

Telephone: 701-328-4116

Date Prepared: 01/10/2019
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2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Education Committee 
Coteau A Room, State Capitol 

HB 1122 
1/16/2019 

30908 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk:  Bev Monroe 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
Relating to eligibility for the North Dakota academic scholarship for high school students enrolled in 
dual-credit courses. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 

 
Chairman Owens:  Opened the hearing on HB 1122. 
 
Rep. Brandy Pyle: (See Attachments 1, 2) 
 
Chairman Owens:  Anyone else in support? 
 
John Richman, President, NDSCS: (See Attachment 3) 
 
Chairman Owens: I have talked to a number of your dental hygiene graduates and have 
heard nothing but praise.    
 
Mr. Richman:  Minnesota has this program.  Minnesota students are coming to us and are 
being able to graduate sooner than our ND students.  Because MN has the program and we 
don’t in ND.  We know that dual-credit students graduate faster.  
 
Chairman Owens:  It also saves them student loan debt. 
 
Brandt Dick, Supt., Underwood Public School:  I stand in support of HB 1122.  Research 
shows that students who earn college credits while in high school are much more likely to 
graduate on time or in some cases graduate early from college.  Idaho and Minnesota are 
some other states that the state does pay for dual-credit courses for high school students.  I 
hope ND strongly considers this.   In looking at the Fiscal Note, I hope legislators consider 
the practice of providing scholarships from the Bank of North Dakota for those students who 
are free and reduced as if that is discontinued this bill could actually reduce the amount of 
the total scholarship available to the student having the greatest need. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Anyone else in support of HB 1122? 
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Josh Johnson, Supt., Valley City Public Schools: (See Attachment 4) 
 
Chairman Owens:  Any questions from the committee?  
 
Rep. Pyle:  I do believe that this idea came from one of your teachers.  Correct? 
 
Josh Johnson:  Behind me is our secondary principal, Mrs. Kristi Brandt.  As we were 
discovering and researching this opportunity, we came up with the idea and she specifically 
came up with the idea of being able to extend the dollars from the ND scholarship. 

 
 

Chairman Owens:  Any further questions? 
 
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:  Can you explain to me how the teacher is getting paid?  Who 
decides who is teaching the dual-credit classes? 
 
Josh Johnson:  It is my understanding with partnerships created through VCSU, teachers 
at VCHS that are teaching dual-credit are paid $30 per student by the university.  That is $30 
per student for each credit that they teach for that semester. 
 
 Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:  The teachers chosen to teach the dual-credit math curriculum, 
how would that be different?   
 
Josh Johnson:  The determination is made based on their qualifications and if they meet 
the requirements for the courses taught.  Some changes you may already be aware of is the 
Higher Learning Commission’s requirements by 2022, that place the expectation to them 
having a master’s degree in the content field.   
 
Chairman Owens: Rep. Hager, to answer your question, we have an issue in the state where 
we’re grandfathered until 2022 of qualifying all dual-credit teachers.  Now you need a 
master’s degree, by then you will need a master’s plus 18 hours under the new requirements. 
We have another program where we’re trying to provide scholarships for the teachers to get 
that.    
 
Rep. LaurieBeth Hager:  Not every student qualifies to take dual-credit classes. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Anyone else in support?  
 
Kristi Brandt, Principal, Valley City Public School: (See Attachment 5) When students 
take dual-credit classes at the high school level, it comes at a significantly reduced cost.   

 
Chairman Owens:  Any further questions in support? 
 
 Jim Upgren, DPI: (See Attachment 6) 

 
Chairman Owens:  Any further questions?  
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Rep. Pat D. Heinert:  Is there any financial concern for the students?  If this would pass at the 
end of their college career, that funding would run out, they would end up dropping out their last 
year and not finishing their degree program.  
 
Mr. Upgren:  In this type of situation, with 2 dual-credit courses taken each costing $300, that 
would be $600.  They would enter college with $5,400 remaining.    
 
Chairman Owens:  Any further questions? 
 
Aimee Copas, NDCEL: (See Attachment 7)  
 
Chairman Owens:  Anyone else in support of HB 1122? 
 
Mark Vollmer, Supt., Minot Public School District #1, MAFB #160: (See Attachment 8)  
 
Chairman Owens: Anyone else in support of HB 1122? 
 
Tammy Dolan, Vice-Chancellor for Administrative Affairs, NDUS:  In favor of this bill. There 
are additional costs on the Fiscal Note. 
 
Chairman Owens: Is all $15.7 allocated? 
 
Tammy Dolan:  We are asking for more because of the increase in students qualifying for the 
academic or CT scholarship. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Where is that bill? 
 
Tammy Dolan: It is in our Appropriations bill. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Do they only receive $1000 per year?  Can they use up the $6000 in a 
four-year period? 
 
Tammy Dolan:  It is $1500 per year up to the $6000 cap.  However, some students graduate 
earlier.  If there is money left at the end of their 4-year degree and continue on to graduate 
school, they are able to use the remaining for the graduate programs.  The cap total is $6000. 
 
Chairman Owens:  We will need a new Fiscal Note? 
 
Tammy Dolan:  We are prepared to get that for you. 
 
Chairman Owens:  Anyone else in support?  Anyone in opposition?  Any neutral testimony?  
The hearing on HB 1122 is closed. 
  
 
 



2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Education Committee 
Coteau Room, State Capitol 

HB 1122 
1/16/2019 

30917 (1:50 10:50 &13:50-14:33-17:00) 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk:  Bev Monroe by Donna Whetham 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 
 
Relating to eligibility for the North Dakota academic scholarship for high school students 
enrolled in dual-credit courses. 
 
 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Owens:  Opened the hearing on HB 1122.  
 
Rep. Pyle:  Made a Do pass motion to adopt the amendments on HB 1122. ( From 
attachment 1 page 1 of recording number 30908  version number 19.0414.02002) 
 
Rep. Marschall: Seconded. 
 
Discussion: 
 
Rep Schreiber-Beck:  When we look at the CTE scholarships in the future I hope we can 
open it to more classes that I would consider to be in a Career Tech Program.  Do to the 
requirement to have a Master’s Degree a lot of our College instructors don’t have those.   
 
Chairman Owens:  I am not sure the Master’s Degree is required.  For this bill it is just using 
the available funds and we need to accept the amendment so we get a new Fiscal Note and 
then we can vote on it.  
 
Roll Call Vote:  Yes 12   No   0    Absent 2.  Amendment adopted. 
 
Rep. M. Johnson:  Rep. Pyle on the portion regarding having C in dual credit courses and 
exempting from them from requirements 1-7 but not 8.  I’m wondering if 8 should also be 
exempt? 
 
Rep. Pyle:  Legislative Council suggested overall they should have an accumulative GPA of 
3.0 or higher to be eligible and they have to obtain a C in the class.   Yes I do see where 
there should be a clean-up of the language. 
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Rep. M.  Johnson:  Made a motion to further amend HB1122 to page 3 line 8 after the 
numeral 7,  8 a. 2 , 8 b 1&2  They will not be subject to the provisions of 8 a 2 or 8 b.   
 
Rep. Pyle:  Seconded. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Yes   14   No    0    Absent   0.  Amendment passed. 
 
Rep. Pyle:  We made adjustments on Page 3 of the bill and we also have to make those 
adjustments on page 5. I make a motion that we further amend HB 1122 and The amendment 
would be the same as Rep. M. Johnsons, on line 15 page 5 and it would be 1-7 on 8a 2, 8b, 
9 and 10.  
 
Rep. M. Johnson:  Seconded. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  Yes 14   No  0   Absent 0.  Motion carries to adopt the amendment.  
 
Chairman Owens:  We will hold this bill for an updated Fiscal Note. 
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2019 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Education Committee 
Sheyenne River Room, State Capitol 

HB 1122 
3/19/2019 

33985 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

      Committee Clerk: Lynn Wolf 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A bill relating to eligibility for the North Dakota career and technical education scholarship 
and the North Dakota academic scholarship for high school students enrolled in dual-credit 
courses. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Att. #1-Johnson; Att. #2-Johnson 

 
Chairman Schaible: Committee, we are going to be looking at HB 1122.  
 
Lisa Johnson, Vice Interim Chancellor, University System: See Att. #1 and Att. #2. 
Senator Davison had questions about dual credit enrollment. The questions were centered 
around how many students participate in dual credit, the number of sections, how many 
courses, - and sometimes language kind of matters because it seems I am answering 
repeated question, but – so basically, the first bullet under dual credit for the 2018-19 school 
year is how many students – actual bodies participate in dual credit is the 4,222 students – 
this is from the email cover page that you are looking at. What is the number of dual credit 
enrollments – the 9,513 means that the 4,222 sign up for more than one course. Therefore, 
the 9,000 enrollments – so they might sign up for comp. one one term and comp two the next 
term. Where it says how many sections of dual credit courses are offered – that might be 50 
sections of English 110 and 25 sections of College Algebra. So that is sections, so there will 
be multiple courses of the same course. When it says how many instructors are teaching 
those sections, that is the 490 – so, just kind of laying that out. Similarly, the inquiry was 
about the AP students – how many participants are there of that – 3724. How many course 
enrollments of those 3000 students take the 5646 enrollments? How many sections – 443 
sections of AP courses in the state and 215 teachers teach them.  
 
Chairman Schaible: 490 dual credit teachers? How many of them are college professors 
and how many are high school teachers. 
 

Lisa Johnson: I would say by far the bulk of them are K12 teachers enrolled as adjunct 
professors through the colleges and universities. They are largely high school teachers.  
 
Chairman Schaible: We don’t know the number? 
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Lisa Johnson: I don’t have a percentage on that. I believe that I asked, but I don’t think that 
was readily available to me – the breakdown on the split on those. Essenturally, they are all 
adjunct of the faculty because they are all adjunct faculty because they are teaching college 
courses on behalf of the colleges and universities. In terms of the additional attachments, on 
page 2 is kind of a multicolored chart regarding the 2018-19 dual credit costs. This was a 
useful, helpful exercise to me. I had heard rumor that the colleges and universities might not 
be charging the same dual credit rate and, so, it was nice to because we contacted each of 
the institutions, we asked them to report what they were charging, so the unsubsidized tuition 
rate per credit in the first orange column –subsidized. Which means the high school 
subsidizes this instruction. The subsidize by providing the K12 instructor for the teaching 
purposes. Everyone charged $71.71 except Minot State – they actually forgot to raise the 
tuition, so that came out. They apologized, but it was not meant to be – not intentional – they 
have had some turnover in that area. I guess it was reassuring to me to see that on the 
unsubsidized and subsidized rates, they were consistent with the exception of the one 
institution. By unsubsidized, means the colleges are basically footing the bill in terms of 
covering the instructor’s salary.  
 
Chairman Schaible: Why doesn’t UND –  
 
Senator Davison: Can you repeat what you said? 
 
Lisa Johnson: Essentially, what you can think of is the lower of the two rates – that $71.71 
– the reason it is less is because the K12 institution is providing the instruction. The higher 
rate – the reason it is higher is because that is when the university system – or the college – 
is providing the instruction and we have to pay someone in the university system to teach 
that.  
 
Chairman Schaible: So, why are UND and NDSU choosing not to do dual credit courses?  
 
Lisa Johnson: They do not – so interesting that you should ask – UND and NDSU have not 
participated in dual credit – only to the extent that students might walk across the street or 
drive across town and just physically sit in a college or university setting – they literally went 
to UND or literally went to NDSU and sat in the midst of other college students. But they don’t 
do outreach. They have not until recently gone out into the K12 setting and competed with 
community colleges. They have not done that to date. I can tell you that they are thinking 
about it – I think that is kind of on their radar, but I would say they never did say that they 
refuse to provide it. They just provide it to the extent that students come to their campus.  
 
Senator Davison: Really, Mr. Chairman, it is the community colleges and technical colleges 
that lead in the articulation agreements and dual credit agreements with k12 it is the 
integrated approach across many states. It is very rarely that a research institution will get 
into that. Maybe there is more incentive based on the funding model that we have here to 
have more credit hours and how all that works out, but with common course numbering for 
majority of these courses, it really doesent matter whether you get them through BSC or 
NDSU – the common course numbering for the basic classes with English, sociology, 
psychology, etc. they will transfer within state without any problems at all. 
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Chairman Schaible: It just seems they are missing the boat on exposure and recruitment 
for students.  
 
Lisa Johnson: I do know – being completely transparent – I am in conversations with both 
institutions to explore dual credit. The next section the inquiry was do students who 
participate in or AP courses graduate on time or earlier than students that do not participate 
in those activities. One thing we had readily available was data from 2014 not run by the 
university system but out of the State Longitudinal Data System (SLEDS) out of ITD. I 
probably don’t need to direct you to these next eight pages. The single page that I just 
recently distributed to you -  so ITD and SLEDS basically reran those eight pages. I said it is 
a lot, I think I am going to be asked to come down and explain this in lay terms. So, Mr. Unruh 
from ITD SLEDS offered to rerun it as kind of a single page summary for your use and so, 
that is what I brought down to you this afternoon. In short what I can say, is he basically did 
a statistical process that sort of eliminated all the other sort of noise or clatter that would sort 
of implicate and with it would have implications on a statistical model. What he did is a match 
– he went out and looked at very like students with similar demographic characteristics so he 
could really see if the students did graduate higher rates who participated in AP or dual credit. 
I essence what I can tell you is that what they found was students who participated in – there 
was no difference in terms of acceleration in students who took AP or dual credit – both 
excelled similarly and neither one sort of outpaced the other. They graduated from four year 
institutions at a similar rate. The next line down, when you look at AP vs. students who did 
ot participate in an AP or a dual credit experience, I am in the middle of your page in sort of 
three rows. They are not meant to be looked at one on top of the other – you are to look at 
each row individually in isolation. What that is is just a graphic model indicating that students 
that took AP vs. those who took no AP or no dual credit with very similar demographic GPA, 
similar gender etc. Similar ACT scores that the AP students did significantly better than those 
that did not participate in AP or dual credit. Similar findings on the dual credit – the third line 
down – students who took dual credit as compared to those that did not participate in AP or 
dual credit course also did significantly better. If you are wondering about the width of those 
bars, it just meant that there are fewer AP students and so the results were more spread out 
– they weren’t as compact and tight as the dual credit students. So that kind of explains the 
width of the bars associated with AP and dual credit students.  
 
(11:50) Senator Rust: When I look at that, isn’t that what we would have probably guessed?  
 
Lisa Johnson: My thoughts exactly. This sort of shows that an outside finding found exactly 
as you might predict and that we certainly weren’t manipulating the statements. What is true 
the statements we say and make about these students are in fact true. That helped to have 
that outside validation – I guess.  
 
Senator Rust: My comment would be – kids with better grades would probably get through 
college quicker. Wow! (Laughter) 
 
Senator Davison: Do you know why we can only get our AP classes all the way to 2013-14 
and we don’t have any years higher than that? We have better data than that.  
 
Lisa Johnson: On the last page?  
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Senator Davison: That only goes to 2013-14 - we must have better data than that.  
 
Lisa Johnson: Oh, more recent findings. I forget who sent this to me –  
 
Senator Davison: If not we need to look at our appropriations for the SLEDS system. 
 
Lisa Johnson: I can ask them to run that again. This isn’t something I had – 
 
Senator Davison: Kirsten had that – she pulled it for when we put that $1.5 million in 2015 
when we accelerated the AP class – paid for one test. We have seen data more recent than 
that.  
 
Lisa Johnson: I can ask them to pull something. I had asked for what they readily had to get 
as soon as possible. I think long story short – obviously, students who participate in AP and 
dual credit do graduate on time and faster than students who do not. That is a true statement.  
 
Senator Davison: Did you testify on this dual credit bill – I can’t remember.  
 
Lisa Johnson: I did testify in support.  
 
Senator Davison: Is it your understanding on this dual credit bill that they – do they have to 
pass in order to get the dual credit – do they have to pass – they don’t take their ACT test 
until they are juniors in high school – at the end of their junior year. Does this allow them to 
get the money ahead of time?  
 
Lisa Johnson: Yes, that is correct. They would be able to access the academic and CTE 
scholarship funds as early as – actually their sophomore year if your language is correct. 
That is the earliest for which we permit high school students to enroll in dual credit courses.  
 
Senator Davison: In a dual credit process, the teacher walked into class, explained to the 
students what dual credits are, they hand out the application to the college, the students filled 
out the application to the college, the students were given the subsidized rate based on the 
high school was teaching the course. The students were told to take it home to their parents 
and we would have complaints because there was a joke in some schools – are you taking 
ghetto English or are you taking dual credit English? That was an honest – factual thing that 
kids would joke – which was unfortunate because they couldn’t afford the dual credit. I have 
some sensitiveity that all kids have access to this and I am trying to play this through in my 
mind. If all kids have access to this and there is no bar for them to say – to borrow that money, 
do we have a process or how do you see that working that the University System is going to 
keep up with that dual credit process and the demand and really no – who qualifies and who 
doesn’t and how we are going to get the ones that don’t and – have you thought that through 
at all or did I miss – maybe you talked about it and I missed it.  
 
Lisa Johnson: I have thought about it to some extent and we actually have two disciplines 
for which that bar is established. In order to sign up for comp one, and you can’t get into 
comp two without comp one, generally speaking, it is kind of prerec at most institutions. The 
University System has a prerec – to get into comp one, you have to have a placement test – 
you have to have taken that, and so, if not the ACT, if you won’t be taking that because it is 
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a year away or you didn’t think you did well every college and university that participates in 
dual credit have placement tests that are not the full blown ACT, but a little more condensed 
activity that – 
 
Senator Davison: So we established that as the accu-placer. Is it the PLAN or Aspire from 
ACT? But that is not at the same level as taking the ACT test – it is just a predictability about 
how you might do on the ACT test. 
 
Lisa Johnson: That is correct and the time length is significantly shorter as well as the ACT 
is a half day or full day activity. 
 
Senator Davison: But we have enough confidence in that predictability that we think that 
that can at least be a – and so have we determined if there is a price to do that – I thought it 
was like $8 or $10 to do –  
 
Lisa Johnson: Most of the institutions will absorb that first placement test out of pocket. For 
students who feel they need try taking it a second or third time, they actually have policies 
that prevent them from taking it repeatedly or maybe that second or third time might just be 
on their dime. Ususally, the institution will cover that first cost of a placement test.  
 
Senator Davison: Do you see a high school providing this test at a testing center after school 
or where would you have to go – because I thought you had to go to a testing center to do 
this? 
 
Lisa Johnson: Most of the colleges – especially the community colleges have ways to 
administer that through remote testing – remote testing sites. I suppose you could game the 
system and get in over your head, but there is not a lot of impetus to do that – sign up for a 
course for which you are unqualified. The second subject area is mathematics – similar 
Compass – I forget all of them off hand – there is probably about seven that they have to 
choose from.  
 
Senator Davison: But if they did sociology, psychology, whatever the other courses that are 
offered, there is no placement? There is nothing restricting them. So on a college application, 
they would just send in the $25 and they could take the Intro to Sociology class.  
 
Lisa Johnson: That is correct. I have had discussions with the Department of Public 
Instruction representatives where we might have a discussion – should we have some 
minimum GPA to participate in dual credit because at present, it is a school 
administrator/counselor making that recommendation to participate in dual credit. That 
possibly could vary from school to school. 
 
Senator Davison: If we have the Cisco networking classes that align from the CTE side of 
things, does that fit in here too?  
 
Lisa Johnson: I am going to look at my colleague because I knew it was rooted in the – 
does it include those Brenda (turning to Brenda Zastoupil of the University System)? It does 
fall under computer science, so it would – It probably would be covered because the 
categories in your markup would basically include any high school student enrolled in 
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science, math, English, computer science – dual credit or early entry course for which college 
is earned is eligible to receive the waiver.  
 
Senator Davison: Any early entry course would then qualify – right?  
 
Lisa Johnson: May I invite Brenda Zastoupil to the podium? She would be a good person 
to answer these questions. She administers once they enter our side, these are some of the 
questions she would respond to and we have talked about and put some thought into it.  
 
Brenda Zastoupil, ND University System: There was a limit put in with a revision to the 
original bill that science, mathematics, English or computer science coursework. That took 
down the number of eligible applicants.  
 
Senator Davison: It does say or early entry course.  
 
Brenda Zastoupil: So early entry is different – early entry is what Lisa was talking about 
going to UND and sitting in a classroom. We have AP courses, there are dual credit courses 
and then there are early entry courses and they are all distinct and different in how the student 
obtains that particular coursework. So, early entry is specifically different than dual credit. 
 
Senator Davison: With respect with – I know how hard the people at NDSCS work, they just 
sent me their numbers and I know how much work it is to do the paperwork and make sure 
all that stuff is straight and accurate and get it all done, so have you thought through the 
process of this and how it might work and how kids don’t meet the level once they take the 
class and they don’t qualify for the scholarship?  
 
Brenda Zastoupil: We do work very closely with Department of Public Instruction and the 
department and our office went through this particular bill line by line almost. As far as the 
qualifications for these students that would be taking the dual credit or early entry course, 
they do have to have a certain GPA – that is a minimum requirement even to qualify for this 
as a high school student. That is set on page three between lines 10 through 13 you will see 
that subsection 1-7 does not apply to these dual credit or early entry – the only paragraph 
that does apply would be paragraph one of subsection a8, so that is where the 3.0 at least – 
on a 4.0 scale – and so, the Department of Public Instruction would be the evaluators again 
in this process and have the application. They would forward us the names, we have a 
scholarship system that we would import those students into and just like any student that is 
taking coursework, as a college student and receiving the scholarship at the end of the 
semester, we pull in the grade point average. That is what we would evaluate then to 
determine continued eligibility while they are in high school as well as continued eligibility 
once they have reached the college level. Some will qualify for this as they apply as a senior 
in high school and some students will not qualify depending on if they have met all the criteria 
that are in those nine sections.  
 
Senator Davison: I happened to bring up Cisco, but it would only be the CTE classes that 
fall under computer science that would qualify for this. Somebody would have to determine 
that. 
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(25:16) Senator Rust: What I am seeing in HB 1122 – in the past we had Career and 
Technical Education scholarships and we had academic scholarships. You got these 
scholarships after you graduated from high school. This bill will allow you to get some of that 
money while you are in high school. In order to get it after high school, there is a certain set 
of criteria you have to meet in order to get the scholarship. That has to be in this process, 
somewhat waived or what have you to get you qualified for getting some money in high 
school. Furthermore, there is $6,000 lifetime, so if I now use part of it up in high school, that 
means I have fewer dollars to use when I get to college. In addition to that, chances are if I 
take a dual credit class in high school, it is going to be cheaper than if I take the class in 
college. Now I am going to get the money in high school to pay a lesser amount of money 
for a course and use up some of my money that I would have had in college and I am kind 
of wondering why are we doing this? 
 
Chairman Schaible: I think the dual credit courses you take before college are probably best 
bargain you are ever going to receive. The thing is you get more bang for the buck for that 
$6,000, because you can buy more of those credits – the only down side I see to this is that 
there is a six-year limit on this and so, you are going to start that time clock as sophomore or 
junior. You are right, -  
 
Lisa Johnson: Because you had raised the question yesterday, when I met with Brenda 
(Zastoupil) yesterday, we actually went and found that language – on page seven, 5b and 
there is some amended language in there: the scholarship under this section is valued only 
in any semester/quarter in which a student is enrolled in dual credit course for which college 
credit is earned and for six academic years after the student graduates from high school. 
That was in response – so you raised the question yesterday, but then that solidified it – at 
least the way this appears to be written, it appears the clock doesn’t start until after they 
graduate from high school.  
 
Chairman Schaible: What we talked about before it is capped at $6,000 and I agree that 
that dual credit is probably the cheapest credit they will ever buy. If they use that with this 
money, it is more bang for that buck. If they go over the $6,000, then it is on their dime. The 
concern I have is if they take a dual credit class and they end up graduating high school and 
now they don’t qualify for the scholarship – is that the intent we want?  
 
(29:14) Senator Rust: I am not sure that we are not taking what I think is a pretty good 
system right now of academic scholarships and CTE scholarships and trying to change it. I 
am not sure we are making it better. I am not sure that we aren’t making it much more 
confusing, I am sure that we are going to do the service we wish.  
 
Senator Davison: How we are making it better now is that all kids can afford to do it 
regardless of your income level in high school. That is the purpose of the bill is affordability. 
If you wanted to amend the bill, to say those that are free and reduced lunch or qualify for – 
you could always add stipulations like that in there – if you wanted to narrow it a little bit 
because that fiscal note is going to be off because there is going to be a ton of kids that are 
going to take this. There is a certain bar they have to pass in regards to their early entry test 
– their accu-placer – Compass – or whatever they are taking, but you are going to see a 
significant increase if they can use the scholarship money up front then there isn’t a lot of 
pocket money. I am not saying that is a negative, I am just saying that that is the reality of it.  
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(31:18) Senator Rust: I am not sure that scholarship is correct at this point in time.  
 
Senator Davison: Well, if they don’t have to repay it if they don’t qualify for the scholarship 
it is basically a grant or a scholarship.  
 
Senator Rust: Scholarships to me are something you earn upon graduating.  
 
Chairman Schaible: That is the dilemma, you want to give this advantage to those high 
school kids that haven’t graduated yet to use this money – that is what this bill is about.  
 
(32:04) Senator Oban: I imagine the number of students that take AP or dual credit courses 
– the vast majority of them likely go on to higher ed of some sort. What we would be doing is 
providing this opportunity for kids who decide not to move on to higher ed of any sort. I don’t 
know how many that is and I don’t know if it matters to people, but that is a – certainly a 
difference as well. As the criteria that it takes to currently qualify. 
 
Chairman Schaible: But, by doing that, would we encourage them to take some kind of 
certificated program? Looking beyond high school and taking upper level – hopefully – stuff? 
Does that encourage movement into career? That is one of the pluses. I don’t know about 
giving scholarships to people that haven’t qualified yet, but I see the benefit to it. I am not 
sure where I am at that, but we have all week and then Monday, so I guess we will leave it 
at that for now. 
 
(33:22) Senator Oban: If I could just discuss something with the committee that I am working 
on and I don’t know that I have the exact language that I am hoping to do. Within the bill as 
being proposed, there is language on the bottom of page seven – on 1122 – subsection 
seven, it says for purposes of ND scholarship eligibility, full time has the same meaning as 
the term – as defined by the institution the student is attending. There was an issue brought 
forward from a student who is a graduate student who currently qualifies for the scholarship 
who is taking fewer credits than it takes to be considered full time, but he is taking as many 
credits as is necessary to get his degree. He was disqualified from continuing to get his 
scholarship.  
 
Senator Davison: I thought we fixed that.  
 
Senator Oban: We talked about it our first session, and Flakol put the hammer down. I am 
trying to just find the right language – since the bill exists – and it happens to be in this area 
– if there is a place where we can address it.  
 
Senator Davison: I thought it was like a pharmacy cohart of people and it was – oh, that 
was where you graduate and then you – before your four years are up so you can’t – 
 
Senator Oban: I don’t know, but currently, this guy is a graduate student. 
 
Chairman Schaible: Do we have ball park numbers on how much this is happening? Student 
teachers do they have this problem?  
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Brenda Zastoupil: We get a handful of students calling us every year that they are in their 
final semester to graduate. The scholarship has always required full time to receive it. Initially, 
it was at 15 credits. Students that were accelerating through dual credit, through AP, taking 
summer courses, so what we did last session is we converted to a progress – you have to 
be maintaining degree progress to qualify. That has been a smashing hit. We went from 
probably 125 not qualifying just because they weren’t in 15 credits down to less than ten. 
That has been a wonderful change. Regarding those that are in their final semester to 
graduate and having not to take full time, that has never been part of the scholarship program. 
I would say maybe three to four calls a semester that I get that it happens. I would say that 
is not a tremendous amount and I am not sure if Lisa had provided you language regarding 
how we would suggest to make that edit. One of the concerns we have is they have a final 
semester as an associate’s degree at BSC and then I go to NDSU and I have semester 
before I receive my bachelor’s degree. Then I go on to graduate studies and I have a final 
semester, one of the recommendations that we would have would be to have it be a one time 
– you can tap into this exemption a full time as a onetime benefit.  
 
Chairman Schaible: And that is just students that are in last semester and they are going to 
graduate – the cynic in me is trying to see how you manipulate this into something we don’t 
want, so –  
 
Brenda Zastoupil: Last session, we went away from the special exemptions because of how 
we changed the language to fulltime and those that were requiring to be at 15 credits now, 
all you have to be is fulltime – 12 credits were always full time. In the past under those special 
exemptions had to do document collection and we would collect that directly from the 
student’s registrar’s office indicating it was their final term to graduate. Because getting it 
directly from the student might be questionable. That is something we have done in the past 
– collecting documentation. If a student is their – less than fulltime as defined by the institution 
and if the student is in their final term to graduate, the student could retain that scholarship 
eligibility under this little exemption for that fulltime status.  
 
Chairman Schaible: You mentioned we do pay at 12 credits as long as it is considered full 
time.  
 
Brenda Zastoupil: Correct, so the language last time, converted eligibility to you have to be 
fulltime as defined by the institution. That means undergraduates are fulltime at 12 credits, 
but graduates are full time at 9 credits. The student in question had been at nine credits as 
a graduate student would have qualified. I think he was seven credits. You also have to be 
maintaining that degree progress so that is defined as so many earned credits to qualify for 
your next payment of the scholarship and it keeps on that track of 15 credits per semester 
and then the final one is of course is the GPA requirement.  
 
Chairman Schaible: We will revisit this again. With that, we will see the committee members 
tomorrow – 9:00 next door and 10:00 in the Pioneer Room.  
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