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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to early voting elections precincts  
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments 1, 2, 3, 4 

 
Chairman Kasper opened the hearing on HB 1121. 
 
Rep. Brandy Pyle appeared in support of HB 1121.  Attachment 1.  (:15-2:39) 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  Are those 15 days calendar days?  If so, does this extend how many 
days before the election, or does it just allow two more days within that window? 
 
Rep. Pyle:  It allows a Saturday within those 15 days.  In statue right now it says a business 
day, but we are looking for clarification as to what a business day is.  Thus, the one sentence 
change proposal.    
 
Rep. Rohr:  Did CSG talk about utility?  In other words, they might be open on a Saturday 
and a Sunday, but do they have large numbers that would be cost effectiveness? 
 
Rep. Pyle:  I just went and took information as to what states allowed this option. 
 
Rep. Vetter:  Do you think it would be difficult to get election workers to work on a Saturday? 
 
Rep. Pyle:   We could get younger poll workers.    
 
Michael Montplaisir, Cass County Auditor, appeared in support.  Attachment 2.  (5:34-
9:13) 
 

Rep. P. Anderson:  Do you anticipate all the same voting places would be open on 
Saturday?   
 
Mr. Montplaisir:  We are not sure of that.  We would not try to do early voting because of 
weddings in the spring and banquet rooms in motels are at a premium at that time.  In the 
fall Saturday at the Fargodome would be difficult because of Bison football. 
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Rep. Hoverson:  This isn’t mandating this? 
 
Mr. Montplaisir:  This is an option.   
 
Rep. Hoverson:  If they can’t get workers, it still is up to the auditor? 
 
Mr. Montplaisir:  Early voting is something that has to be planned quite far out in front.  I 
don’t think finding workers would be the problem.  It would be finding locations. 
 
Rep. Schauer:  What kind of hours would you have on Saturday voting? 
 
Mr. Montplaisir:  We have been opening at 10 and closing at 7 for early voting.  We have 
talked about opening at 9 for early voting, because by 10, we have quite a line waiting.  I 
don’t think Saturdays would be any different from the other days. 
 
Rep. Karls:  When you hire the poll workers for these early voting precincts, are the parties 
still allowed to pick the judges?  
 
Mr. Montplaisir:  Yes.  We hire the clerks and the inspector.  We expect the district party 
chairs to give us names for the judges. 
 
Rep. C. Johnson:  We are talking about 15 days total, so if we have two 6-day weeks that 
include Saturdays and 3 more days for your county, is this going to cause confusion with 
voters as to which 15 days we are talking about? 
 
Mr. Montplaisir:  I believe the current law allows us to open at least 15 days before the 
election.  We are open the week before the election Monday through Friday.  This would 
allow us to be open Monday through Saturday.  
 
Neutral 
 
Al Jaegar, Secretary of State, appeared in a neutral position.  Attachment 3.  (13:54-16:43) 
 
Vice Chair Steiner:  Has this been litigated before 2003? 
 
Mr. Jaegar:  There has been no litigation.  Saturday is a business day. 
 
Rep. Louser:  Are business days in North Dakota including Saturday for contracts? 
 
Mr. Jaegar:  I would suggest you read the rest of this chapter.  I gave you the most pertinent 
line for this discussion.  
 
Chairman Kasper:  You are saying it is in the statue now, but you don’t object to the bill 
because the bill adds clarity. 
 
Mr. Jaegar:  Correct.    
 
Rep. Hoverson:  Do you still see a need for your bill? 
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Rep Pyle:  It was mentioned.  I just didn’t know where it was in the century code.  I do still 
feel there is a need for this. 
 
Chairman Kasper closed the hearing.  
 
Rep. Schauer made a motion for a DO PASS.   
 
Rep. Schneider seconded the motion. 
 
Rep. Rohr:  I am not going to vote for this bill since it already exists in statue. 
 
Rep. Schneider:  I am going to vote for this bill.  If we were confused by it, maybe the public 
needs the clarity too. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  I am going to resist the motion as well.  This will make the century 
code even longer.,    
 
Rep. Johnston:  I am going to resist the motion as well.  It is in century code, and it can be 
found. 
 
A roll call vote was taken.  6-8, 0 absent.  Failed. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman made a motion for a DO NOT PASS. 
 
Rep. Johnston seconded the motion. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  I will not dispute that it is in state law, but as Rep. Pyle pointed out, it 
was very difficult to find and it could cause problems.  This is a clarification that simplifies 
things. 
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  I am surprised that the Cass County auditor and the Burleigh County 
auditors came up with such different points of view, and you would think they would be able 
to research the century code. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  The Cass County auditor was aware of the fact that you could.  He felt 
the clarification was helpful. 
 
Rep. Schauer:  If a man of 30 years can’t find it, how are others going to be able to find out?  
This is the first time I heard that Saturday is a business day.  I think clarification is good, and 
that is why I support this bill. 
 
Rep. Vetter:   There could have been a phone call made to legislative council, and this could 
have been figured out. 
 
Vice Chair Steiner:  I think this committee takes pride in transparency, and I think this takes 
us a step back when we have a do not pass.   
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Rep. B. Koppelman:  Look how often we reference other sections of law.  If we are going to 
come up with that practice, every bill is going to be significantly longer. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  In some cases you are absolutely correct, but in this case we are talking 
about one sentence or a few words.  In this case, I don’t think it applies. 
 
Rep. Hoverson:  I think a better fix would be to amend the existing code to say Saturday is 
included as a business day. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  This bill takes out the word business and reads “designate the days and 
the early voting precinct may be opened on Saturdays.”    
 
A roll call vote was taken.  8-6, 0 absent. 
 
Rep. Johnston will carry the bill. 
 
Attachment 4, an email by Jim Silrum, Deputy Secretary of State, provided additional 
information to the committee members. 
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