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Chairman K. Koppelman:  Opened the hearing on HB 1117. 
 
Rep Devlin: (Attachment #1) Read testimony. 
 
Representative Jones:  What about the last sentence on the bill.  What does that mean? 
 
Steve Andrist, Executive Director of ND News Paper Association: (Attachment #2) I 
would like to answer the previous question. Sometimes newspapers make mistakes so that 
is why the disclaimer is on there.  That is a catch all.  
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: Had you had any issues with that? 
 
Steve Andrist:  We do have a standard form letter from the Newspaper Association when 
we place public notice adds in multiple papers and one forgets and publishes on the wrong 
day so we tell them there was a mistake, but it is not fatal to the process so you are able 
under the law to go forward with the process. Read Testimony.  (6:00-8:30) 
 
Rep. Paur:  Would it be wise to have them required to be posted on that site? 
 
Steve Andrist:  That would be a good idea.  We do not have universal consciences on that 
so as a compromise to those people you can use the statewide website.  It does require that 
if it is posted on a newspaper’s individual website that it be put in front of a paywall and the 
place is accessible to anyone who wants to search it without cost.  We will on our website 
link those sites can be found. 
 
Rep. Rick Becker:  Are you not able to do this now? 
 
Steve Andrist:  Yes we do this now.  We don’t have universal participation and we view this 
as a state law as a way to insure that we get as wide a distribution of this as we possibly can. 
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Rep. Rick Becker:  I am surprised by that last sentence.  If you make a mistake the hearing 
is still good?  This is surprising that if you make a mistake it is still considered to be good? 
You said because it is not fatal it would still be considered good.  Are there two tiers of 
mistakes? 
 
Steve Andrist:  There is still the decision of the publishing entity to decide that it is fatal; and 
if they chose to determine that it is a date of a meeting, yes we need to start this process 
over and redo it.  If it is just a misspelling of a name; they would be held liable for doing it that 
way. It is just an out for a government entity. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman:  The discussion has been that the long standing requirement be 
sent in a local newspaper.  Some say they are a thing of the past.  We have not changed the 
law in ND, but we are aware that the younger generation may read them on line so this is a 
response to that situation. 
 
Steve Andrist:  I agree. 
 
Representative Jones: Sometimes the legal notices can get too lengthy. Is it going to be 
easy to go on the site and read it for just New Town and go quickly to the New Town portion 
and not have to read through everyone else’s? 
 
Steve Andrist:  On the front page of the website there is a map and you can refine your 
search down and find it that way. 
 
Rep. Vetter:  Is there an amendment we can add to determine what is an acceptable error? 
 
Steve Andrist:  Yes we could look at that with the legislative counsel. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: Maybe we can create a term and look at this.  Rep. Paur said this 
website you can go to but when you want to know the location of a meeting in a county.  This 
could be an issue in respect to the public getting the information.  I think it would be in the 
interest of the association and newspapers in general if the goal is to keep newspapers as 
the gold standard with respect to public notices and the modernization of that is website 
presence it would make sense to be part of the game. 
 
Steve Andrist:  I do agree with you.  I am more than willing to go back and to those who 
have resisted that the weight of the committee is against them and see if we can make some 
changes. 
 
Donnell Preskey, NDAC:   Support this bill. No counties have problems with this. 
 
Opposition: None 
 
Hearing closed 
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Chairman K. Koppelman:  Opened the meeting on HB 1117.  Discussed the one shop stop.  
Everyone should have a location to go to that central website to find that information.  There 
is a push to do away with newspaper use altogether.  This would be a great step forward 
providing this on the website. A probable amendment on line 9, if we were to eliminate the 
word either after notice; line 10 instead of the word or use and; and then on line 11 after the 
word public insert the words if the newspaper maintains such a website.  
 
Rep. Paur: I brought this up but now I am having second thoughts.  A lot of the smaller 
newspapers are doing well because they do not have a web presence.  You have to get their 
newspaper because if they want the local news or you want the local postings.  We would be 
hurting them is this because they would not have to buy a newspaper.  
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: The legal notices are a good source of money for a newspaper. 
General public does not do that.  Discussed pros and cons on this change and how it would 
affect all newspapers.  The day will come where the state law changes and says you don’t 
have to publish in your local newspaper.  The city could have a website and then they bypass 
the newspapers altogether.  
 
Rep. Paur:   But now I can go to the Forum and probably look up the legal, but I can’t do this 
for Northwood? 
 
Motion Made to move the amendment by Rep. Hanson on line 9, eliminate the word 
either after notice; line 10 change the word or to and; on line 11 after the word public 
insert the words if the newspaper maintains such a website.  Seconded by Vice 
Chairman Karls. 
 
Discussion: 
 
Voice Vote Carried. 
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Discussion: 
 
Do Pass as Amended Motion Made by Rep. Magrum; Seconded by Vice Chairman 
Karls 
 
Discussion: 
 
Rep. Vetter:  I do not like that you can have an error but it doesn’t really matter. 
 
Do Pass as Amended Motion Made by Rep. Magrum; Seconded by Vice Chairman 
Karls- withdrawn 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman:  The discussion was that intent was to say if there is a minor error 
that someone’s name is spelled wrong that it not be considered an ineffective notice.  
Obviously if you put the wrong time down then that is a serious matter and you have to fix 
that.  If we were to say a non-substantial error that they aren’t going to have to pay for it. 
 
Motion Made to Amend by Rep. Vetter if a non-substantial be inserted after an before 
error on line 11; Seconded by Rep. Rick Becker. 
 
Rep. Magrum:  Newspapers now make mistakes, but they fix it later.  There is no penalty on 
this now. 
 
Representative Jones:  Non-fatal to the process.  Discussed that. 
 
Voice vote carried.  
 
Do Pass as Amended Motion Made by Rep. Magrum; Seconded by Vice Chairman 
Karls. 
 
Rep. Magrum:  Discussed the increased cost that the News Paper Association would have 
due to the legal notices.  If it is in the archived in the newspapers, and that is a good thing. 
The small newspapers knew all about this and think it is a good thing. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman:  it is a service they are providing to their members that help them.  
So if they don’t have a website they don’t have to have one. 
 
Roll Call Vote:    12   Yes    1   No   1   Absent    Carrier:  Rep. Magrum 
 
Closed. 
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