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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution:   Relating to early childhood 
services and quality improvement.  HB 1104 seeks to allow a partnership between the 
Department of Human Services and Department of Public Instruction when performing the 
quality rating and improvement system for child care providers. 
 

Minutes:                                                 1 

 
Vice Chairperson Rohr:   Opened the hearing on HB # 1104 
 
Amanda Carlson; Early Childhood Services Administrator of Children and Family 
Services with the Dept. of Human Services:   See Attachment 1, Testimony supporting 
HB 1104 
 
Vice Chairperson Rohr: Any Questions regarding testimony? 
 
Representative Greg Westlind: Why did they take the age limits off? 
 
Amanda Carlson: DPI is best suited to answer that question. 
 
Tera Ferr; Director of Early Learning from Department of Public Instruction: The age 
limit at 4 years old restricts many entities from applying.   
 
Rep. Westlind:  So you can take 1 year olds and 3 year olds.  Why was the daily time limit 
of 3 hours a day removed? 
 
Tera Ferr: That also has a restriction.  Many programs offer full days and this is a barrier. 
 
Vice Chairperson Rohr:  Any further questions? 
 
Representative Kathy Skroch: Miss Carlson, you stated this is a voluntary program? 
 
Amanda Carlson: Yes 
 
Rep. Skroch: And who is providing the current program of those volunteers 
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Amanda Carlson: Bright and Early ND which is the quality rating and improvement system 
is a voluntary program for our licensed childcare providers.  Group providers, also known as 
family childcare providers, would also have the opportunity to participate. This program, 
Bright and Early ND, is contracted through Lutheran Social Services.  They provide the 
administrative end as well. 
 
Rep. Skroch:  When speaking of the Bright and Early ND program, is this specific to needy 
or special needs children or all children of these age groups. 
 
Amanda Carlson: Correct.   
 
Rep. Skroch: Please explain if there would be an impact the private daycares? 
 
Amanda Carlson: More Specific? 
 
Rep. Skroch: Unlicensed daycares 
 
Amanda Carlson: Currently, only licensed providers can participate.  However, Self-
declared or unlicensed providers are being added so they may participate if they so choose. 
 
Rep Skroch: Fiscal?  Would there be any extra cost to the department? 
 
Amanda Carlson:  We are not anticipating any financial impact on the Dept. of Public 
Instruction.  Dept. of Human Services supports this program by allowing the partnership with 
the Dept. of Public instruction we can better align the educational and early care programs. 
 
Vice Chairperson Rohr: Any further questions?  Further Supporting Testimony? 
 
Tera Ferr:  The Department of Public instruction wanted to say they are in full support of this 
collaborative effort as well as the bill. 
 
Vice Chairperson Rohr:  Further questions? 
 
Representative Bill Devlin: it would seem to me if the number of programs is doubled there 
would be some financial impact.  What is that increase going to be? 
 
Tera Ferr:  Most of this work is being conducted in both departments already thru 
collaborative efforts, so we are not seeing there would be any impact at this time. 
 
Amanda Carlson:  We aren’t participating any financial impact as Tera mentioned, this work 
is already being performed collaboratively.  We are looking to formalize the partnership. The 
Funding that already exists for Bright and Early will continue to support the programs and we 
have funds available through our CCDF Grant, Child Care Development funds, lthat will allow 
the expansion and unification across the state. 
 
Rep. Devlin: Please provide us with the total of those grant funds and what additional funds 
may be needed. I am still doubting that this will not incur additional financial impact. 
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Amanda Carlson:  Yes, I will get that to you. 
 
Vice Chairperson Rohr:  Any opposition? 
 
Vice Chairperson Rohr: Closes Hearing 
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