
19.8004.01000 FISCAL NOTE
Requested by Legislative Council

12/21/2018
Revised
Bill/Resolution No.: HB 1068

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding 
levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds

Revenues

Expenditures

Appropriations

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political  
subdivision.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

Counties

Cities

School Districts

Townships

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions 
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

This bill removes the requirement for a state law library.

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal  
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

This bill alone has no fiscal impact. The judicial branch is requesting funding within House Bill No. 1002 to remodel 
the Supreme Court law library, self-help and legal research space. The remodel would allow for the judicial branch 
information technology department, which is currently renting space in downtown Bismarck, to move into the law 
library space. Any future savings in library costs and rent would be contingent on the approval of the remodel 
project.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund 
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

N/A

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and 
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

N/A

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund 
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether 
the appropriation or a part of the appropriation is included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing 
appropriation.

N/A



Name: Don Wolf

Agency: Court System

Telephone: 328-3509

Date Prepared: 01/03/2019
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Bill/Resolution No.: HB 1068

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding 
levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds

Revenues

Expenditures

Appropriations

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political  
subdivision.

2017-2019 Biennium 2019-2021 Biennium 2021-2023 Biennium

Counties

Cities

School Districts

Townships

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions 
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

This bill removes the requirement for a state law library.

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal  
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

There is no fiscal impact.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund 
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

N/A

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and 
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

N/A

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund 
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether 
the appropriation or a part of the appropriation is included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing 
appropriation.

N/A



Name: Don Wolf

Agency: Court System

Telephone: 328-3509

Date Prepared: 12/26/2018





2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Judiciary Committee 
Prairie Room, State Capitol 

HB 1068 
1/7/2019 

30479 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk:   DeLores D. Shimek by Marjorie Conley 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A BILL relating to appointment of the supreme court reporter, the salary of the supreme court reporter, 
the location of the office of the supreme court reporter, duties of the supreme court reporter, and the 
sale and disposal of books and other library materials by the supreme court reporter. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Testimony 1 

 
Chairman K. Koppelman: Opened the hearing on HB 1068. 
 
Sara Behrens, Staff Attorney for the State Court Administrator’s Office: (Testimony 1) 
Went over the testimony. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: No direct cost in this bill?  Is part of the budget bill? 
 
Sara Behrens:  We estimate the costs of $960,000 onetime cost. 
  
Chairman K. Koppelman: What would the court do if this cost was not included 
in the budget? 
 
Sara Behrens:  Don’t know what the contingency plan is. 
 
Chairman Koppelman:  Any further questions? 
 
Representative McWilliams: What is our legal self help center? 
 
Sara Behrens: Katie Paulsgraff, the Director of The North Dakota Legal Self Help 
is here so she can tell you what she does. 
 
Katie Paulsgraff, Director of the Legal Self Help Center for the State of  
North Dakota and the acting Superior Court Law Librarian:  The legal self help 

 center is an informational report for self represented litigants who are representing 
 themselves in civil matters in state court.  I answer requests for information about  
 civil court process.  They are required to follow the same rules and procedures that 
 an attorney does even if they don’t know what the procedures are.    
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Chairman K. Koppelman: How do you serve them now? 
 
Katie Paulsgraff:  If they come there now I will try to help them in the right direction.  
 
Representative Paur: Above the Senate chamber there is a reference library that 
legislature uses.  How are those two tied together ?  

 
Katie Paulsgraff:  As I understand this bill only impacts the supreme court law library, 

 which is a separate entity from the legislative library. 
 
Sarah Behrens:  The code has the Supreme Court reporter serving in all those roles. 
My understanding is nobody from the supreme court law library actually works in the 
legislative library at this time, so nothing should change at this time. 
 
Chairman Koppelman:  We will ask our intern to research that for us and see what 
the impact might be. 
 
Representative Magrum: What will happen to the books then? 
 
Katie Paulsgraff:  I will check with the Supreme Court regarding that. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: The State Library might be a repository for some of them. 
Are there other impacted branches of government ? 
 
Katie Paulsgraff:  The print collection will be drastically reduced to only the supreme 
Court and the self help center use on a daily basis.  
 
Representative Jones: Is everyone comfortable with getting rid of this state law library? 
 
Katie Paulsgraff:  There has not been discussion on that. 
 
Representative Jones:  With todays technology I assume that the state law library 
is redundant in nature, but these copies can be found in multiple other places. 
 
Katie Paulsgraff: Not part of the discussion but I can ask. 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: Is the Supreme Court Reporters position going away? 
 Is there someone else at the court that will do that? 
 
Sarah Behrens:  I will check if that role is taken up by someone else? 
 
Chairman K. Koppelman: Check on that role and see if legislative council knows   
what the current interaction is there and how it could be replaced. 
 
Representative Simons: How many people use this resource? 
 
Katie Paulsgraff: I don’t have that data. 
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Representative Simons: Do you see any concerns as not everyone is computer  
literate? 
 
Katie Paulsgraff:  Currently people contact me who have issues with these documents. 
 
Chairman Koppelman:  Any further testimony in support of HB1068? Any opposition 
to HB1068?  Hearing on HB1068 closed until the information is received. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2019 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Judiciary Committee 
Prairie Room, State Capitol 

HB 1068 
1/9/2019 

30602 
 

☐ Subcommittee 

☐ Conference Committee 

 

Committee Clerk:   DeLores D. Shimek by Marjorie Conley 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A BILL, relating to appointment of the supreme court reporter, the salary of the supreme court reporter, 
the location of the office of the supreme court reporter, duties of the supreme court reporter, and the sale 
and disposal of books and other library materials by the supreme court reporter. 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman K. Koppelman: Would you like to comment on HB1068? 
 
Beau Cummings, Intern:  The court reporter will no longer help legislators research 
their concerns.  Legislative Council has its own in house librarian that will help 
Legislators do legislative research. 
 
Chairman Koppelman:  What are wishes of committee? 
 
Chairman Koppelman:  Motion for Do Pass made by Rep Becker, seconded  by 
Rep. McWilliams. 
 
Roll call vote  Yes 13  No 1 Absent 0 
 
Carrier is Rep. Becker. 
 
Chairman Koppelman :  Hearing closed on HB1068. 
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