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A bill relating to the immediate notice of a vehicle accident. 
 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Ruby opened the hearing on HB 1065. 
 
Representative Roers Jones introduced HB 1065.  She stated that the request for this bill 
comes from law enforcement.  They would like to change the minimum threshold for reporting 
a motor vehicle accident to the police from $1000 to $3000 of damage.  The reason is that 
almost any accident will cause damage much more than $1000.  It would eliminate officers 
having to write reports on every small accident.   
 
Representative Westlind:  Is $3000 enough? 
 
Representative Roers Jones:  I think it is enough.  It was the request by law enforcement.  
 
Representative Westlind:  $3000 is not a lot of damage.  Would it be fair to say that we 
could raise it to $5000 without objection? 
 
Representative Roers Jones:  I don’t think law enforcement would mind that.  They were 
just trying to take a conservative approach.   

 
Representative Grueneich:  Are the body shops/insurance companies okay with this?  
Would there have to be a report at the body shop if the police didn’t do one? Currently when 
you take a car to a body shop is a police report required?  
 
Representative Roers Jones:  I’m not aware of that. 
 
Chairman Ruby:  I think the concern of going with a percentage is that people will have a 
hard time estimating the damage done in terms of the percentage of the value of their vehicle.  
 
Representative Roers Jones:  Law enforcement would like to see some improvement.  It is 
difficult to know how much damage has been done to a vehicle until it has been taken to a 
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body shop.  People probably call the police automatically.  If we raise the threshold, it will 
probably reduce some of the calls to have a police report written.  
 
Donnell Preskey, North Dakota Association of Counties/North Dakota Sheriffs & Deputies 
Association, spoke in support of HB 1065. 
 
Donnell Preskey: The NDSA’s discussion also centered around the question, “Is $3000 the 
right number?” They did even suggest $5000.  From the Sheriffs’ perspective they would be 
open to changing the amount.   
 
Chairman Ruby:  How will the public be educated to the new level of damage?  Will dispatch 
ask if the damage is over $3000?   
 
Donnell Preskey:  I don’t know the answer to that.   
 
There was no further support for HB 1065. 
 
There was no opposition to HB 1065. 
 
The hearing on HB 1065 was closed.    
 
Representative Westlind moved to amend the amount from $3000 to $5000. 
Representative Grueneich seconded the amendment. 
 
Chairman Ruby:  It has been a while since this amount has been changed.  Do you think 
the body will approve $5000?  I think $3000 will not be a problem, but $5000 might be too 
high.  No one testified from the insurance companies, so we don’t know if they have a 
problem with this or not.  
 
Representative Westlind:  I could reduce the amendment to $4000 if it would be more 
acceptable.  
 
Representative Grueneich:  I could support that.  I do think that it doesn’t take much of an 
accident to result in $3000 or $4000 worth of damage. 
 
Chairman Ruby:  I think overall, that $4000 would be a better choice.  
 
Representative Westlind moved to change the amendment to $4000 instead of $3000. 
Representative Grueneich seconded the amendment.  
 
A voice vote was taken on the amendment.  All aye.  Motion passed.  
 
Representative Westlind moved a DO PASS as amended on HB 1065. 
Representative O'Brien seconded the motion.  
 
A roll call vote was taken:  Aye 8  Nay  0  Absent 6 
HB 1065 passed as amended. 
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Representative Paulson will carry HB 1065. 
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Representative Shannon Roers Jones, District 46: HB 1065 was brought to me by some 
friends that I have in law enforcement who asked me to increase the reporting threshold for 
reporting a motor vehicle accident. Their request was that it be increased from $1000 to 
$3000. The House Transportation Committee amended this bill to increase the $3000 level 
to $4000. Basically what it’s suggesting is that a motor vehicle driver that has an accident is 
not required to make a report of that accident unless the damage to those vehicles is at 
least $4000. So what this does is, it doesn’t prevent motor vehicle drivers from calling law 
enforcement and asking them to come to an accident, evaluate people, anything of that 
nature. Law enforcement wants to express that they are happy to respond to those reports 
and check in on people and make sure traffic is moving and everyone is safe and sound. 
What it prevents is law enforcement having to spend roughly 2-hours per accident writing 
reports. So during winters like we’ve had recently where we’re getting a lot of snow, they 
can spend a good portion of their day responding to motor vehicles accidents and then they 
have to spend roughly 2-hours per incident writing a report afterwards. So this would just 
allow them to kind of facilitate the exchange of insurance information, but not have to 
create a police report for each one of those incidents. 
 
Chairman Rust: So what you're saying is if there’s an accident and right after it happens I 
pick up the phone and I call law enforcement and they come. The law enforcement officer 
looks at it and says, I don’t think it’s $4000.  What happens then? 
 
Representative Roers Jones: Obviously the amount of damage is subjective, I know 
some times it’s hard to estimate how much damage has been done. I would say that many 
of our law enforcement officers have seen a number of accidents. With vehicles the way we 
have now, any little fender bender is going to amount in about $1000 worth of damage. So 
it’s not meant to turn our law enforcement officers into appraisers of vehicle damage, but 
what it’s intended to do is raise that threshold so that not every single accident the occurs 
ends up turning into a report. Right now what we’re hearing is that there is almost no 
vehicle accident that is going to occur that would not result in a report. So it’s creating a 
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burden for law enforcement, as far as a draw on their time and their ability to be useful in 
other places. So there will be some subjectivity as far as if it’s close or if it’s a more 
substantial accident they may choose to err on the side of caution and right the report, 
especially if the feel insurance companies are going to require something. It just says they 
are not required to issue a report. It will give them discretion under $4000 and allow them to 
suggest the parties exchange insurance information and go get estimates and take care of 
it that way. 
 
Senator Clemens: Let’s say you just had a small fender bender that was less than $4000, 
if I call the police would law enforcement still write the report if I called them? 
 
Representative Roers Jones: I guess that would be up to the individual law enforcement 
officer. Now, law enforcement wanted to make sure that it was conveyed that they are 
always happy to respond and kind of evaluation a situation and make sure everyone is safe 
and that no other laws were broken. However, by just raising that reporting threshold it 
allows motor vehicle drivers the discretion to not have to call law enforcement if their 
comfortable that the damage is lower. 
 
Senator Bakke: Here you have “a driver who violates this section must be assessed a fine 
of $50.” So, if I have an accident and I look at it and say, oh I think that’s less than $4000. 
Then the other driver looks at it and agrees with me, so we don’t have a report filed. Then it 
turns out to be more than that, are we both going to be fined $50? 
 
Representative Roers Jones: I don’t know how often that violation fine is enforced, if it’s a 
mistake of fact as far as the value is. But what I would suggest is increasing that threshold 
gives the driver more leeway than it does currently. 
 
Chairman Rust: I'm guessing probably if somebody totaled a brand new vehicle and said 
“ah, I don’t think it’s $4000,” you might get hit with that $50 fine. 
 
Senator Dwyer: A lot of vehicle insurance the deductible is $250 or $500, and then if you 
have an accident that’s more than that the police report often times is what the insurance 
companies go by to decide who’s going to pay. I think. So if it was an accident for $3000, 
the insurance companies would just have to get a report from the two drivers I'm assuming 
and decide whether it’s covered or not. 
 
Representative Roers Jones: I would assume that would be the case, if the law is that 
they’re not required to file a report and police officer is not required to write a report. I would 
assume that the insurance companies would have to accommodate that circumstance 
somehow. 
 
Chairman Rust: Closed hearing on HB 1065. 
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Chairman Rust: All HB 1065 does is it moves the amount at which you have to notify police. 
It moves the threshold from $1000 to $4000. 
 
Senator Dwyer: So if the insurance industry or if any police department would have come 
and said, “we’re over worked and we need this moved so we don’t have to respond.” It seems 
like it would make more sense. I would be a little worried about moving it up to $4000 because 
a lot of times the insurance companies rely on the police report as to what they’re going to 
do. If there’s no police report, $4000 is quite a bit. If there’s no police report then it’s just he 
said she said, and I'm not sure, I’d be worried about it. 
 
Chairman Rust: It doesn’t prevent calls to law enforcement on an accident. The information 
we got is that it takes roughly 2-hours of law enforcement time in order to process an accident 
report. I do kind of agree with you. Normally speaking, if I'm involved in an accident I'm 
probably going to call law enforcement because I don’t have a very good handle on what is 
how much. I would call and this does not prevent you from calling. After that, what normally 
happens is you have the insurance agents that deal with it. Shortly thereafter you will get a 
call from an adjuster who will ask you to go through and give a statement as to the cause of 
the accident. Many times I think what happens is they fight it out and decide that you're 20% 
at fault and he’s 80% or what have you. 
 
Senator Patten: I think on these small dollar amounts they just write the checks. It isn’t cost 
efficient for them to go in and do a lot of investigation and tie up staff time going back and 
forth with other insurance companies. 
 
Senator Bakke: So how do the insurance companies decide who’s going to pay if there’s no 
police report? 
 
Senator Patten: If you have a dispute over that, then obviously you would want to call law 
enforcement. 
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Senator Fors: If the driver is not the owner of the vehicle whose insurance is affected? 
 
Chairman Rust: It would be the insurance of the vehicle, not the driver. That is current law, 
it’s not being changed, the only thing we’re talking about is changing the reporting threshold. 
 
Senator Clemens: I guess my thinking is, if somebody runs into my car and let’s say it’s 
$3000, I would want a police report written up on it. To me $3000 could have a bearing on 
my insurance company paying it or not. If we raise it to $4000 and somebody hits me, they 
can just take off and there I sit with a smashed up car and have to pay a $3000 bill. I have 
insurance, but…so I don’t know. I have a little reservation on it. 
 
Senator Patten: Just a follow up on the comment on the subrogation. Usually I think the 
insurance company will probably pay your claim and if they feel there’s value in pursuing the 
opposing then they’ll do that on the backside. 
 
Chairman Rust: My understanding of the way it normally works is, you have an accident, 
you take your car in, then your insurance company is the one who’s going to pay it. After that 
your insurance will go after the other person. What happens as I recall is, you will end up 
paying the deductible to begin with and then after the insurance company takes the other 
person to task you’ll get your deductible back. 
 
Senator Clemens: How are they going to go after somebody if they don’t know who they 
are? 
 
Chairman Rust: First off you need to exchange that information and if they take off it’s a hit 
and run. 
 
Senator Dwyer: If the purpose of the bill is so that police departments don’t have to deal 
with these smaller accidents then why didn’t a police department come testify? Nobody did. 
So maybe it’s not really a problem. 
 
Senator Patten: I think we did hear this morning after one of the hearings the one guy said 
“well we missed it.” They didn’t always catch all of the bills that affected them and they may 
have missed it. I'm guessing that if you wanted to ask the police department if they wanted 
to have that two-hours back out of each day they would say yes. 
 
Senator Fors: It’s pretty simple if everybody sticks around and everybody gives the correct 
information and you trade it back and forth, it’s pretty simple. But if there’s a party that’s 
reluctant to do so or a hit and run, in theory I guess you don’t really even have to establish 
guilt of any kind if the two insurance companies just take care of it together. Nobody’s guilty 
then, it’s a neutral accident. 
 
Chairman Rust: This part of the law deals with, if you don’t report an accident you can be 
fined up to $50 and the threshold is $1000. What we would be doing here is raising that 
threshold to $4000 for it being a mandatory report to the police so you don’t get a $50 fine. 
The rest of the law stays the same as it is right now. 
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Senator Dwyer: I’ll talk to the Bismarck Police Department and see if they have a comment 
on this. 
 
Chairman Rust: I will reach out to the North Dakota Highway Patrol to get their take on this 
as well. 
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(Job# 33756 13:46) Chairman Rust: Let’s talk about HB 1065. Brief discussion of bill and 
previous testimony and attachments. Provided Attachment #1 for committee members as 
information and testimony from various people that was also emailed. Went through 
Attachment #1 with committee members. Bill deals with changing reporting limits from 
$1000 to $4000. It does not prevent reporting under $4000. Still requires drivers to stop at 
all vehicle accidents. 
 
(Job# 33757) 
Senator Clemens: I move a Do Pass. 
 
Senator Patten: I Second the Motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote Taken: 
6-0-0 Do Pass 
Carrier: Senator Clemens 
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