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Minutes:                                                 A,B,C,D,E,F,G,H,I,J,K 

 
  Introduce bill name.  
 
Representative Daniel Johnston, District 24: (see attachment A) There are many 
homeschool families here today that would like to share how this bill will affect their families.  
 
(5.07) Theresa Deckert, ND Home School Association. Office Administrator: Rep. 
Schreiber-Beck: (see attachment B) (Also handed out attachments C, & D ) 
 
(10.11) Representative Schreiber-Beck: To clarify, in the definition that the parent chooses 
the materials, etc., who was choosing the materials prior?  
 
Ms. Deckert: The parents have always chosen the materials, but we just want to make it 
very clear. The clearer it can be, the better and then there won’t be another opinion rendered.  

 
Chairman Mark S. Owens: The phrase “determination of educational philosophy,” it bothers 
me a little bit in the sense that there are people out there that could argue and define that as 
they are doing the startreck educational program, and may not be getting the basic minimum 
requirements that you need to make it in the world. There are some people that would try to 
abuse or twist it. You don’t see the determination of educational philosophy, coupled with the 
oversight of the method, manner, and delivery of instruction as an open book? And you can 
do anything you want.  
 
(2.12) Ms. Deckert: Right now it only says supervise. So we are trying to define supervise 
more to show. We are trying to clarify with this working that the type of philosophy and method 
chosen is up to the parent.  
 

Representative Hoverson: Do you know anyone that has used an odd method of education? 
 

Ms. Deckert: No I do not and I talk to homeschoolers all around the state.  
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Joy Melhoff (homeschool teacher):  I have graduated 4 of my children from homeschooling 
and have 1 child still at home. Two of my graduates are college graduates and one is currently 
college enrolled. The fourth is currently a stay-at-home mom. The high school years are 
challenging and as parents we want to provide a well-rounded education and we want our 
children to end up being productive members of society. To graduate my children with this 
took a great deal of creative on my part. When the homeschool law was originally written not 
many methods existed. Classical conversations (CC) is one of the innovations that was made 
for the lack of teaching methods. CC is an innovative classical education resource used my 
homeschoolers in 50 states and 22 foreign countries. There are more than 117,000 students 
enrolled in its tutoring programs provided by more than 2200 CC communities. It is one of the 
fastest growing homeschool programs with a growth rate of 52% each year since its inception 
in 1997. So ND now have 7 CC communities and it is continuing to grow. CC provides 
resources, guidance, and a community for collaborative Christian homeschool education 
using classical education. It works like this. One day a week, called the community day, CC 
offers a full presentation of the curriculum. The tutor leads other people’s children for that day 
in the curriculum. This is critical in making sure that all of the basics for our children’s 
education are covered. They cover the basics, but also get the extras like debate, speech, 
musical theory, foreign language, mock trial, etc. We as parents work with our children the 
other 4 days of the week to make sure that they are staying up on their homework and 
assignments and also grade them. I have been one of those parent tutors for CC, and have 
experience in that. Our children love CC. CC provides a depth to our curriculum that we 
couldn’t achieve otherwise. It is an amazing option to homeschool children.   

 
(20.11) Representative Hoverson: I understand that this method is popular on the air force 
base, is that what you have hear too? 
 
Ms. Melhoff: Actually, the Grand Forks Air Force base is where CC began in North Dakota 
because someone had come from another place and they had been doing it.  
 
Chairman Owens:  Has it become very popular and to what level?  
 
Ms. Melhoff: I don’t have the exact number of us in ND, but a community for younger children 
can host 48 kids. And then a community considered the same could have grades 7-12, so I 
don’t know. I think there are about 300 kids.  
 
Chairman Owens: 300 of how many? I’ll find that out.  

 
(22.46) Linda Thorson, State Director of Concerned Women of America of ND: (see 
attachment E) 
 
(25.15) Representative Schreiber-Beck: How many members do you have? 
 
Ms. Thorson: Currently 800, but the number may vary.  
 
Lori Wentz, Home School Facebook group, Welcome Wagon group, Dickinson, ND: 
(see attachment F) 
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(29.05) Mark Jorritsma, Executive Director of Family Policy Alliance of ND: (see 
attachment G) 

 
(31.40) Christopher Jorritsma, Homeschooled student: (See attachment H) 
 
(33.58) Joe Kolosky, Deputy Director of the Office of School Approval and Opportunity 
with the Department of Public Instruction: (see attachment I) 
 
Chairman Mark S. Owens: My concern is that it leaves opened ended licensure for certain 
people. WE need to make sure that our children need to be educated to a certain level. How 
does it affect the minimum requirements for graduation and how your office feels about that? 
 
Mr. Kolosky: I deal with the good, bad, and ugly. NDHSA are my high fliers. Currently the 
law is written that if you have a HS diploma or a GED, your hands are free. I feel that for 
those people that need help, this will allow them to gain that help. Also there are 427 students 
right now, but the data is still being collected. Last year was 3,078 students in ND and those 
were the families that filed an intent to homeschool form.  

 
Representative Hager: That 3,078, is that a head count?  
 
Mr. Kolosky: Yes. 
 
Representative Hager: So they would be teaching a full-day curriculum?  
 
Mr. Kolosky: 4 hours/day, 175 days/year. 
 
Representative Hager: So what if the parent would keep their kid home for just one subject, 
and send them to public school for the rest?  
 
Mr. Kolosky: The parent has the option to utilize and activity in the course that is taken in 
the homeschooled presence. So the parent would fill out the form and include all the courses 
the child was taking from public school and then the courses they were taking at home.  
 
Representative. Hager: You don’t have those numbers?  
 
Mr. Kolosky: If a parent homeschools even just one class, they have to file as a homeschool 
parent.  
 
Chairman- Mark S. Owens: Do you know the number of partial between full? 
 
Mr. Kolosky: No, we only know the number of total forms.  

 
Willow Hall, home school graduate: (see attachment J) 
 
Russ Ziegler, Assistant Director for the ND Council of Educational Leaders 
representing educational school leaders: (see attachment K) 
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(48.28) Representative Heinert: Doesn’t the amendment tell the parents that they have to 
go to an REA? 
 
Mr. Ziegler: We left that open ended on purpose so that they parent can chose the 
curriculum. 
 
Representative Heinert: Explain to me how one would get accredited in a music 
background. 
 
Mr. Ziegler: The intent was mainly for online courses. When we’re talking about the 
accreditation, were not talking about an individual. The tutors then would go back to the 
parent to supervise that tutor as long as the tutor meets the qualifications set forth by law.  
 
Representative Johnston: Why shouldn’t a homeschool parent be given the opportunity to 
bring in non-accredited professionals to speak to their children, when a public school teacher 
can bring them in to speak to their class?  
 
Ms. Ziegler: We agree that they should be able to. That is why the words direct instruction 
are in there. When a speaker comes in they aren’t teaching something new. The direct 
instruction would be teaching something new.  
 
(52.23) Representative Mary Johnson: In statute, parents that are not qualified are subject 
to a monitoring process. How would that be any different from a person that they choose who 
is not qualified? 
 
Mr. Ziegler: That is the question that we have. Every other part of the law says parent. We 
agree that it should change to legal guardian or parent. It always says parent.  
 
NO FURTHER TESTIMONY OR QUESTIONS, MEETING CONCLUDED.  
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Minutes:                                                 Attachment 

 
Chairman Mark S. Owens: Opened the hearing with discussion on HB 1052. 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  In discussions with fellow representative Johnston and the concerns 
of NDCEL, we thought an amendment to the bill to include a slight change – required 
monitoring of progress might satisfy everyone’s concerns (that portion of the code) – A 
parent, or parent’s designee who does not meet the qualifications provided – which is a high 
school diploma basically, the child will be monitored under those circumstances.   That 
monitor has to be licensed to teach, if the parent’s choice of tutor does not meet the (parental) 
qualifications. 
 
Chairman Mark S. Owens: Did you discuss that with NDCEL? 
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  I have not. 
 
Chairman Mark S. Owens:   I found their testimony a bit contradictory.  Russ Ziegler 
(NDCEL) supported several different things, struggling with being for and against it and came 
out with this amendment.  It sounded like he was strictly talking about CDE and CTE.   He 
was talking about correspondence courses of that type of training in the amendment and I 
think that’s why they struggled.  What they were focused on was trying to restrict the 
correspondence courses.  That was my understanding; questioned what the committee’s 
thoughts are? 
 
Rep. Longmuir:  My concern is the curriculum they are going to use.  Your Star Wars 
analogy to the curriculum was appropriate because there is no requirement of what they 
teach (use) and I think it’s a good bill.  How do we monitor the curriculums that they use?  
There are a lot of good ones out there.   
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Rep. Brandy Pyle:  School districts have the right to choose their curriculum, we just set the 
standards and as long as the standards are being met I don’t care what curriculum they have.  
We aren’t choosing what text books to use.   
 
Rep. Mary Johnson:  The subject matter is included. 
 
Rep. Brandy Pyle:  Yes. 
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:   To affirm, yes, Rep. Pyle’s statement, school 
districts choose their curriculum. 
 
Chairman Mark S. Owens:  In looking at the code in its holistic form, not just this portion, 
and what I kept overlooking is that they get to dictate the method, manner and delivery of the 
instruction is what I first said, and I jumped the gun when I used the Star Wars analogy.  What 
I overlooked was the word ‘oversight’.  They don’t get to pick it; they just get to oversee it 
according to this.  They are not trying to take it over.  You still have the rest of the code 
dictating the standards, the subjects and the rules about monitoring and qualifications.  Those 
are still in there; this says the parent (now including legal guardian), can supervise the actual 
materials that still accomplish all this.  They can supervise the general educational philosophy 
(an oversight of how it’s taught, not what’s taught).  I didn’t want to mislead anybody since 
Rep. Longmuir brought up the Star Wars curriculum.   
 
Vice Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck:  Is it important in Item 3, Line 11 of the bill – 
supervise means a selection of materials, determination of an educational philosophy, an 
oversight of the method, manner and delivery of instruction – my question is whether it needs 
to be in there.  I’m not sure what it means, but if you have oversight of the method, manner 
and delivery, you’re determining the philosophy anyway, unless this is negating something.  
I’m questioning that because we don’t refer to it anywhere else in educational code. 
 
Rep. Daniel Johnston:  This language was drafted with the Attorney General’s office.  
Included in there was the philosophy. 
 
Chairman Mark S. Owens: It was stated that it was needed. HB 1052 will be held and Vice 
Chairman Cynthia Schreiber-Beck research that.  Closed the hearing on HB 1052.  
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