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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
Relating to initiated measures and election ballots 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments 1, 2, 3 

 
Chairman Kasper opened the hearing on HB 1035. 
 
Claire Ness, Legislative Council, appeared.  I was the staff person for the initiated and 
referred measures study commission.  Currently under the law the constitutional 
amendments and initiated measures and referred measures are printed on the ballot, but 
there is no information about their fiscal impact.  Under 1035 that fiscal impact statement that 
would be prepared by the legislative council would be printed on the ballot with those 
measures so that they would be viewable by voters.  
 
Rep. Schneider:  Were there discussions about the difficulty in determining what the costs 
were? 
 
Claire Ness:  There were significant discussions about how to calculate the fiscal impact of 
a measure.  What we do for bills currently is the legislative council reaches out to the 
regulatory agency who will be administering the program or measure and that agency 
calculates the anticipated fiscal impact based on their information that is available.  The 
commission had a lot of discussion about whether or not that is reliable or that would be the 
best method for determining a fiscal impact. In the end that process was not adjusted.  There 
was not consensus on whether or how it should be changed. 
 
Rep. P. Anderson:  What percent of fiscal notes you do now are on target? 
 
Claire Ness:  We did a backwards look at some of the fiscal notes that had been prepared 
in the past.  They weren’t many for initiated measures that had been prepared or had the 
one-year lookback.  The commission did look at a couple of them, but I don’t remember what 
the findings were, but I would be happy to prepare that information for the committee.  
Attachment 1 was provided a little later.    
 
Jim Silrum, Deputy Director of Secretary of State, appeared to answer some questions. 
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Chairman Kasper:  Referring to Line 17, how does your office get that information?  What 
is the process to print the fiscal impact? 
 
Mr. Silrum:  That comes to us from legislative council, and that is what we publish.  
 
Chairman Kasper:  Do you have interchange with them during that process?  
 
Mr. Silrum:  We can have consult with them if need be.  The only reason we would ever get 
involved is if the pending initiated measure would have an impact on our office specifically. 
 
Rep. Rohr:  When they take around the form that has to be signed by the people, the fiscal 
impact would be on that form as well in addition to a summary of the measure, or are we just 
talking about what is on the ballot when we vote? 
 
Mr. Silrum:  It is my understanding that this would be on the ballot.  What is intended to go 
on to the ballot?  Would it be a dollar amount or an explanation?  That would have an impact 
on the ballot itself.  Generally, our ballots are on a 17-inch front and back ballot.  We can go 
as high as a 21-inch ballot.  When we exceed that we go to a multi-page ballot which is more 
expensive and challenges the voter knowing they have to submit two sheets of paper.  
 
Chairman Kasper:  I believe the estimated fiscal impact would be a dollar amount. 
 
Rep. Louser:  The majority of the commission was made up of non-legislators.  We had 7 or 
8 ideas that came forward out of 30 some ideas.  My understanding on this was just the dollar 
amount on the ballot.  What you see before you is what that commission put forward.  It is a 
fiscal note and a dollar amount. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  Rep. Steiner do you have any other thoughts since you were on that 
commission as well as Rep. Louser? 
 
Vice Chair Steiner:  No, he covered it very well. 
 
Rep. C. Johnson:  I would imagine it would include whether it is a one-time expenditure or 
ongoing. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  I would assume that would be a logical conclusion.   
 
Chairman Kasper closed the hearing. 
 
Chairman Kasper opened the meeting a little later on HB 1035.  (12:20) 
 
Rep. P. Anderson:  I am struggling some with the dollar figure.  I think there needs to be 
some explanation. 
 
Chairman Kasper:  Line 18 states a statement of the estimated fiscal impact.   
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Rep. Rohr:  When I read that I felt good about it.  If nothing else, it is going to spark the 
interest in that person to call the secretary of state’s office and ask for clarification and in 
depth information.  
 
Rep. Louser:  Currently, any measure requires a fiscal note, and that goes through the 
approval process of legislative management.  Then that gets posted on the secretary of 
state’s website.  Examples of some conflicts were given.  The struggle with this is who says 
the fiscal note is right?  Currently, we tell the citizens to go ahead and look at the secretary 
of state’s website.  Legislative management approved a fiscal note.  Out of the 20 some ideas 
in that group all of that was discussed, and this is what you end up with and brought to a 
legislative committee to say what do you think?  Should you vote for it or should we amend 
it?    
 
Rep. B. Koppelman:  I do not have the same concerns even if it is a dollar amount.  Often 
we have an abbreviated version of a very detailed measure.  I make a motion for a DO 
PASS.  
 
Rep. Rohr seconded the motion. 
 
Rep. Schneider:  I am concerned that it might have an adverse political impact that might 
be inaccurate when it comes to assessing the value of the measure versus the cost to the 
people.   
 
Rep. Schauer:  It goes back into how much confidence you have in the people here.  Are 
they truly bipartisan when they look at issues? 
 
A roll call vote was taken.  10-3, 1 absent. 
 
Rep. Vetter will carry the bill.  
 
Attachments 2 and 3 were handed out by the law intern at the request of Chairman Kasper. 
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