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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the judicial branch; 
and to provide for a transfer. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachments A and B 

 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Opened the hearing on HB1002. 
 
Roll call taken. 
 
Gerald VandeWalle, Chief Justice, ND Supreme Court:  Made introductions of staff. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  I received a call from a lady about the changes in 
guardianship. 
 
Gerald VandeWalle:  We have received that and I’m aware of it. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  We talked about your new building.  Is it in here? 
 
Gerald VandeWalle:  No, it’s not.  The only thing in here is the remodeling. 
 
Sally Holewa, State Court Administrator, ND Supreme Court:  See testimony attachment 
A. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Do you have openings in any of these positions outside of 
what you described here? 
 
Sally Holewa:  We have vacancies that have been short term and turnover.  If we were to 
move someone right now; what we did last time was move people around and even out the 
pain.  All of the offices are at that 80%.  Rolette is the one exception; they have an extra .5 
FTE, which we deliberately put there.  Our weighted caseload is based on types of cases 
filed and how long it takes to process them.  We know in Rolette county that they take longer 
to process because they spend a lot more time dealing with people who don’t understand a 
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lot of legal stuff.  They have a very high no show rate; so they spend a lot of time scheduling 
and rescheduling. 
 
Representative Howe:  Going back to the court recorder position, can you go into more 
detail about that?  That seems that can be something for an internship. 
 
Sally Holewa:  I think that could be a common misconception if you’re thinking about just the 
recording.  There’s also the whole piece about they’re organizing the court sessions and 
calling in people and they’re following up on cases.  There’s a learning piece; but there’s also 
the transcript piece. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  When you have a new judge, you have to have other people 
following them.  How many people have to follow a judge?  Is it 2 or 4 more FTE’s behind 
them? 
 
Sally Holewa:  We don’t have a standard formula. Our industry standard, for the states that 
don’t use weighted caseload; they’re standard is 3 deputy clerks, 1 court reporter and 1 
secretary for each judge.  We run considerably lower than that on what we do. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  If you get too bare bones, can that get us in trouble?  Can 
someone appeal the decision if someone doesn’t have the support. 
 
Sally Holewa:  Yes, we can get in trouble.  We have seen a lot more serious mistakes in the 
last 2 years than I have seen in 15 years. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  What quality are we getting?  Has the court done a study of 
where they’re at?  
 
Sally Holewa:  We’ve done a weighted caseload study and update that every 2 years.  We 
are looking at rewriting that but it may be 2 to 4 years.  We had some quality control pieces 
in our system; but the people that did those are now doing the day to day work.  There’s not 
time to just randomly start running reports.  We are looking at some technical solutions. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Is Burleigh county the default court where things go to? 
 
Gerald Vandewalle:  You’re correct.  Just because Bismarck is the capital city, there are a 
lot of cases filed here that could be filed elsewhere. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Do you do any future planning? 
 
Gerald VandeWalle:  That’s the problem.  We don’t have the time to look ahead. 
 
Sally Holewa continued with her testimony. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Are the law clerks considered to be permanent positions?  Do 
you rotate through them quite a bit? 
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Sally Holewa:  We do a couple of things and it’s really left to the presiding judge of the 
district.  These are considered to be regular FTE’s; but the person in them tends to turn over 
quite regularly in some districts.  It’s really up to the presiding judge as to how long they 
would stay. 
 
Sally Holewa continued with her testimony. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  About the $960,000.00, you’re going to put it in that new 
addition in that wing.  Where are you going to put them? 
 
Sally Holewa:  Our space would be still available for our use.  We’re thinking that we could 
gut the library after we unwind it.  The idea would be that we wouldn’t touch the other two 
rooms that we currently have. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Are you still going to retain the library itself? 
 
Sally Holewa:  The idea is that we would downsize to a smaller area and we would maintain 
the core hard cover publications that we need.  Those would cover the resources that the 
supreme court needs and the district court judges.  They would also cover anything that we 
thought we needed for the self-help center; it would not be a public library anymore.  It would 
be a very small core set of publications included in that would be some of the historical 
publications that you can no longer get. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Do you store stuff in the basement? 
 
Sally Holewa:  We do not use the vault area for the library.  The clerk of the supreme court 
has an area down there.  We have an annex; which is a climate controlled room specifically 
built as part of the library where we store the historical documents.  That’s where I anticipate 
where we would have all of our library documents. 
 
Sally Holewa continued with her testimony. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  You didn’t spend all the money; $143,000.00 is what you 
spent out of the $225,000.00? 
 
Sally Holewa:  We spent $225,000.00 of that we pre-spent the $143,000.00 in the 2015 
biennium.  The rest of that was spent in the 2017 biennium. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  You’re putting it into special funds? 
 
Sally Holewa:  Yes. 
 
Don Wolf, Finance Director, ND Supreme Court:  See testimony attachment A. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  What are the 14?  Are they the bigger counties? 
 
Don Wolf:  The 14 would be the bigger counties.  The only exception would be Rolette 
county. 
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Representative Kempenich:  McKenzie county is in there also? 
 
Don Wolf:  Yes. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  McKenzie was directly associated with the court? 
 
Don Wolf:  Right.  Two biennium ago McKenzie came on. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  How is that working out with the counties?  I haven’t heard 
any complaints. 
 
Don Wolf:  We haven’t heard any complaints regarding the contracts.  Legislative assembly 
came up with the contract payments. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  When we have legislation about social services take over by the state; 
it’s a discussion of whether they’re going to be state or county employees and are they 
reimbursed by the state based on caseload.  It’s a similar discussion and we’ll be having that 
this session. 
 
Don Wolf continued with his testimony. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  So you’re really only looking at one judge and the people 
that follow? 
 
Don Wolf:  One judge and the one court reporter are really tied together.  We would need 
both or none. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  Do you have any request for SIIF funding? 
 
Don Wolf:  No. 
 
Kara Erickson, Office of Disciplinary Council:  See testimony attachment B. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Recessed the hearing. 
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Chairman Vigesaa:  Brought the meeting back to order. 
 
Tony Wiler, Executive Director, ND State Bar Association:  Testified in support of 
HB1002. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  What is the state of the Supreme Court?  How are you doing for cases?  
What is the caseload like?  How does it compare to years past? 
 
Gerald VandeWalle:  Our caseload is up.  Usually we hear 30 cases per month.  We’re 
playing catch up to keep up. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Closed the hearing. 
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Chairman Vigesaa:  Opened the meeting on HB1002. 
 
Roll call taken. 
 
Sally Holewa, Court Administrator, ND Supreme Court:  See testimony attachment A. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  I’m curious about the number of cases.  Are the cases consistently of 
the same substance or are we seeing more cases that don’t really need to come to the 
supreme court? 
 
Sally Holewa:  What we see is a lot of post conviction relief cases.  You can almost guarantee 
anything oil or gas related is going to be appealed.  There are a lot of people representing 
themselves at the appellate court and they’re not always well prepared. 
 
Sally Holewa continued with her testimony. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  They can’t bring felony cases. 
 
Sally Holewa:  No.  If you’re not a law trained judge, you can hear ordinance violations and 
things that don’t involve any type of criminal sanction.  If you’re law trained, you can do first 
time offense DUI’s and first time domestic violence or assault charges. 
 
Sally Holewa continued with her testimony. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  You’re taking $700,000.00 out of the clerk of court system.  Is 
that throughout the state or just certain areas? 
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Sally Holewa:  If we start laying off or cutting we can only do that in those 14 offices that are 
under state employment.  The reduction for the clerks of court is the contract amounts we’re 
paying those counties.  It’s based only a reduction of case filings.  It’s Cavalier, Pembina, 
Emmons and Sioux counties that are losing case filings. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  You’re having less people with less cases. 
 
Sally Holewa:  It’s the natural flow.  Population doesn’t always drive the case increases; it’s 
really based on the characteristics of the population that you’re with. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  When you do IT projects do you have your own system or do 
you have to go through procurement?  How does that work? 
 
Sally Holewa:  We have our own IT department.  It consists of 3 programmers who work on 
exclusively on our computer systems.  We have 2 help desk people who support all of the 
court employees plus 4,000 other users; including other state employees and all attorneys in 
the state.  We have 3 network people who support our network and 108 court rooms. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  What is your procurement process? 
 
Sally Holewa:  We do our own procurement.  We don’t follow the exact procurement 
guidelines.  If it’s under a certain dollar amount we’ll get a couple of bids and any big project 
we do an RFP. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  So you’re comfortable? 
 
Sally Holewa:  Yes. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  So how are you time wise? 
 
Sally Holewa:  Time wise it’s pretty good. 
 
Sally Holewa continued with her testimony. 
 
Representative Howe:  The drug courts in Cass county have had great success.  Do you 
know if the department of corrections is asking for money this biennium for that? 
 
Sally Holewa:  They are not.  We have been talking to the department of corrections all 
summer long about drug courts and trying to get the department of human services to talk 
about them; they don’t attend our meetings and they don’t return calls.  But corrections was 
there and we went through all of our drug courts.  Wahpeton has a drug court but the judge 
gets no assistance from corrections or from human services.  Everything he does is under 
the grant; it’s always year to year.  Corrections was not opposed to supporting this but 
ultimately I think they’ve decided that they’re not going to support it.  In Fargo we regularly 
turn eligible away from drug court; because we only have 2 courts.  We asked them to start 
a 3rd court but they have decided to focus on implementing one in Jamestown.  If they get 
funding for drug court this biennium, it’s going to be for an adult drug court in Jamestown. 
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Representative Howe:  With the governor’s and first lady’s initiative, have you heard from 
them about a program like that? 
 
Sally Holewa:  We met with the first lady regarding drug court; hoping to get some support.  
The outcome is that they would like us to change it to a different name for that.  We’re thinking 
about changing it to wellness court; which is what’s used in the tribal courts.  Again, there’s 
no commitment for funding. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  Would that be a solution for some of this behavior health 
stuff? 
 
Sally Holewa:  Most states have mental health courts and they work along the same lines.  
They involve a lot more wrap around services.  We don’t have those.  We have explored that 
option on two occasions.  We stopped them as we don’t where there’d be a good population 
for that.  We’ve also looked at veteran’s courts; but we don’t know of a significant number of 
vets that are getting into legal trouble.  We did start a domestic violence court.  It started last 
year and is located in Grand Forks.  In the first 4 months they had 64 cases that they’re 
monitoring. 
 
Sally Holewa continued with her testimony. 
 
Don Wolf, Finance Director, ND Supreme Court:  Explained the green sheet. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  If you can’t keep anyone in there, what are you going to do? 
 
Kara Erickson, ND Judicial Conduct Commission:  I believe Don was talking about the 
law library being converted to the paralegal position which would remain with the self help 
center.  This is separate from the paralegal that’s in my office.  
 
Don Wolf continued with explaining the green sheet. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  How many courtrooms are you affecting with this? 
 
Don Wolf:  The $114,000.00; $16,500.00 is for 2 portable single camera ITV systems; those 
will be in the South Central District.  One is in Burleigh county and the other is in Morton 
county.   
 
Representative Kempenich:  Do you use the copiers until they quit working? 
 
Don Wolf:  We have a replacement cycle. 
 
Don Wolf continued explaining the green sheet. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Does the county contribute also? 
 
Don Wolf:  It’s mostly all court costs.  There are a couple of counties where they’ve bought 
the ITV system and they let us use that.   
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Representative Kempenich:  When you use that equipment with the counties, how does 
that work? 
 
Sally Holewa:  We have a policy with the counties that if it’s in front of where the bar used 
to be, it’s our responsibility.  If it’s behind it, that’s the county responsibility.  We share costs 
with them for the network costs and ITV system; it’s based on average annual usage.   
 
Don Wolf continued explaining the green sheet. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Is that a full time FTE? 
 
Don Wolf:  No.  It’s going from temporary .5 position with no benefits to a .5 FTE position 
with benefits. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  It’s just the benefit package that’s the increase? 
 
Don Wolf:  Pretty much. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  What do you want? 
 
Kara Erickson:  The main thing we’re looking for is the benefit package. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  What type of experience are you looking for? 
 
Kara Erickson:  We’re looking for someone to work roughly 20 hours per week and we’re 
looking for someone with a paralegal background. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Do they have to a lot of experience? 
 
Kara Erickson:  It doesn’t matter to me the level of experience; it’s how good they are at 
their work and how willing they are to be trained. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  How much does a full time position cost? 
 
Kara Erickson:  That would be a better question for Don Wolf. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  Do you see growth in this area for this position between now 
and next session; where it could quantify being a full time position? 
 
Kara Erickson:  It’s very feasible that we may be back next session asking for a full time 
position.  
 
Don Wolf:  It would be about another $40,000.00 per year to make that position a full time 
position. 
 
Don Wolf continued explaining the green sheet. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  The other funds that are listed here, are those federal dollars? 
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Don Wolf:  We have 3 other fund sources.  One is the Court Improvement Grant Program 
that we’re asking to get re-instated.  The Child Support Grant Funding from the department 
of human services and the special funds for the judicial conduct commission; those are due 
fees from the state bar association and we get part of those.  The special funds are strictly 
for the disciplinary board and the federal funds would all be in the district court budget. 
 
Don Wolf continued with the green sheet. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Has that section been in your budget before? 
 
Don Wolf:  Yes, it has been.  We’ve had it for 11 years. 
 
Don Wolf continued with the green sheet. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  There’s approximately how much in that fund? 
 
Don Wolf:  About $100,000.00. 
 
Don Wolf continued with explaining the green sheet. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  That $17 million is per biennium? 
 
Don Wolf:  Yes. 
 
Attachment B was handed out but was not discussed. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Closed the meeting. 
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Chairman Vigesaa:  Opened the hearing on HB1002. 
 
Roll call taken. 
 
Sally Holewa, Court Administrator, ND Supreme Court:  The South Central Judicial 
District is in need of a new judgeship; they are 3 judges down from what our weighted 
caseload says we need.  The South Central Judicial District is 9 counties.  Our weighted 
caseload is based on case type.  Our big case types are felony and major civil cases.  Major 
civil cases would be personal injury, medical malpractice, asbestos cases and things that 
involve large amounts of money.  Over the last 15 years or so, the workload has steadily 
increased.  We haven’t added other resources for a long time.  See testimony attachment A. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Where are we at in cases and length of time? 
 
Sally Holewa:  Some of that depends on the ability to schedule.  For the most part we run 
about 600 cases per year that aren’t meeting our standards.  For civil cases we allow two 
years to settle, for divorce cases we allow one year.  For criminal cases we allow one year 
and misdemeanor cases we allow six months.  We’re always adjusting what we think we can 
and should do.  There are some struggles in this district.  They also do hear more 
administrative appeals.  Those are all paper based reviews; which means you’re reading 
entire transcripts and reconstructing what happened. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  The South Central District; how would it compare to other 
districts across the state? 
 
Sally Holewa:  Compared to other districts it does worse than Fargo as far as getting things 
done and having a number of overdue cases.  It does better than Williston and Minot. 
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Representative Kempenich:  How many more judges does Fargo have? 
 
Sally Holewa:  Fargo has 9 judges and 2 referees.  Bismarck has more case filings now than 
Fargo does. 
 
Representative Bellew:  The supreme court could add a judge without our permission.  If 
we didn’t give the money, you’d just have to find the money within your budget.  Is that true 
or how does that work? 
 
Sally Holewa:  You have to add this judgeship.  We have the authority to move any 
judgeship.  If there’s a vacancy, the districts get the right to petition to have that judgeship; 
and the supreme court can move.  We can also cut them. 
 
Representative Bellew:  The legislature has to approve the judgeship?   
 
Sally Holewa:  First you have to create it.   
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  You need the judge FTE; but you also need the 4 or 5 FTE’s 
that go with it. 
 
Sally Holewa:  The judgeship has a court reporter who also serves as their administrative 
assistant.  It’s a single person who does all the court recording or steno.  That person does 
the transcripts for any of those hearings when it’s needed.  They also do all the personal 
correspondence; and constant contact with attorneys to get them to submit paperwork. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  If you didn’t have these other people that are able to do that 
work, you’d probably need some more people? 
 
Sally Holewa:  Exactly. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  Are you going to have people file in another district because 
lawyers know that this district is so full that you’re not going to get divorced for 2 years? 
 
Sally Holewa:  North Dakota is one of the few states that you don’t have to live in the county 
you file in and you don’t have to live there for 6 to 9 months.  North Dakota allows you to file 
anywhere.  Part of Bismarck’s issues are that people can’t get civil hearing dates up north; 
so they started filing their divorces down here hoping to get a faster resolution.  You probably 
do see people filing in other counties. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Can you breakdown how many judges are in each district and 
the caseload? 
 
Sally Holewa:  I can do that.   
 
Don Wolf, Finance Director, ND Supreme Court:  See testimony attachment A . 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Is that North Dakota experience or a national guideline that 
you use?  What’s the standard? 
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Sally Holewa:  The weighted caseload that we use is developed by the national center for 
state courts and it’s used in 32 states right now. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  I noticed you mentioned a few times judge work habits.  Does anyone 
monitor that? 
 
Sally Holewa:  When I’m talking about judge work habits, I’m not necessarily talking about 
how often they show up at the courthouse.  I’m talking about how much time they spend and 
how easily they make decisions.  The monitoring mechanism is the judicial conduct 
commission and also these docket currency standards.  Just this last year, we went from 
checking the docket currency standards twice a year to running them quarterly.  We also 
instituted a dashboard on the judge’s computer so that they can see how close they are to 
the standard on a daily basis. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Has there ever been a complaint filed in recent memory? 
 
Sally Holewa:  We have a judge up in Minot whose been sanctioned and suspended for 
delays in case filings.  We recently had another one that was just sent and we have some 
that we’re dealing with internally that haven’t reached that stage yet. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  I’m wondering if we should put some incentives in place.  If 
things do get behind, you’re setting up the state or district.  Have you looked into that type of 
thing? 
 
Sally Holewa:  We do that with our staff positions.  Every two years, if they’re meeting or 
exceeding standards, they get a bump and if they’re not, they don’t.  With judges, they’re 
salary is set by the legislature; it’s fixed and by constitution you can’t mess with it unless 
there’s a vacancy.  You also can’t target it toward anyone also.  In Minnesota, they used to 
look at their “under advisement cases” and if a judge hit the 90 days and hadn’t issued a 
decision; they withheld pay until a decision was filed. 
 
Sally Holewa continued with the green sheet. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  How much would we save in rent over each biennium by moving those 
people out of that other space? 
 
Don Wolf:  It’s $250,000.00 per biennium. 
 
Representative Kempenich: How much space are you renting now? 
 
Sally Holewa:  It’s a lot. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  It’s more than you need? 
 
Don Wolf:  It’s more than we need right now. 
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Sally Holewa:  We have to rent the basement that we use partially for storage and partially 
for training rooms.  We are going to need some storage but we could get by without that 
much. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  You would just rent a storage room? 
 
Sally Holewa:  No.  Primarily the storage we have with IT is when they’re bringing in new 
equipment and setting it up.  You do need a significant amount because we order in waves.  
It may take a few months until they’re rolled out. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  You’re not renting a storage locker someplace? 
 
Sally Holewa:  No. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  If you lost your lease, what would you do? 
 
Sally Holewa:  If we lost our lease downtown and we couldn’t move folks back to the capitol, 
we would have to find new rental space.  Right now we’re in a 14 year lease. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  How many years do you have left on your lease? 
 
Sally Holewa:  We have 10 years. 
 
Representative Beadle:  Do you know the price per square foot you’re paying for rent? 
 
Don Wolf:  It’s up in my office. 
 
Representative Beadle:  You haven’t engaged an architecture or engineer to spec out and 
see what those costs would be?  Do you have any intentions of having that done or at least 
getting a rough estimate before we’re out of here? 
 
Sally Holewa:  We have not proceeded with that because we first need to get legislative 
action to repeal the existence of the law library.  By statute we’re mandated to have a law 
library. If we had funding available, we would engage an architect. 
 
Representative Beadle:  One thing I would recommend prior to paying the architect is just 
getting some contractors in there and walk through what you’re willing to do. 
 
Alex Kadrmas, Analyst, ND Legislative Council:  This past interim John Boyle reported to 
the government admin committee on leased space in the Bismarck area.  The judicial branch 
at the 4th street location was renting just over 11,000 square feet at $10.64/sq. ft. 
 
Representative Bellew:  Your Restoration Collection Assistance Fund.  Could you give me 
a breakdown of that and tell me how that works?  Also the same with the Court Facilities 
Improvement and Maintenance Fund. 
 
Sally Holewa:  The Court Facilities Improvement and Maintenance Fund was set up in 2003.  
On convictions for misdemeanors and felonies there’s a $125.00 fee that’s added to it.  The 
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first $750,000.00 collected on that fee goes to public defenders.  After that the next 
$460,000.00 goes into the Courthouse Improvement Fund and any additional funds are split 
between the two 50/50.  Once a year the grant committee meets in January and we award 
grants to counties that have applied and who meet our criteria.  We meet at the end of this 
month and currently have $820,000.00 in the account.  We have 22 applicants this year.  We 
don’t save money in that fund. 
 
Representative Bellew:  That money can’t be used here it has to be used for county courts? 
 
Sally Holewa:  That’s correct.  It has to be used for county courts.  The Restitution Assistance 
Fund comes off of bad check charges and there few and fewer bad checks.  That goes to 
whoever is collecting restitutions.  The four big counties collect their own restitution through 
the state’s attorney’s office.  They use that funding to pay for their victim assistance person.  
The court collects money for the rest of the counties that we do restitution for.  We use it 
mostly to pay for a computer program that allows us to track where people are living.  That 
fund has $130,000.00 in it. 
 
Representative Bellew:  The courts Receivable Fund? 
 
Don Wolf:  That’s a fund through which we distribute the funds we collect for bail and 
restitution.  On the grants for court facilities.  There is a 25% county match on it. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Right now most of the things you’re buying are IT things?  You 
have quite a few funds sitting out there. 
 
Sally Holewa:  That’s what we’re going to be buying.  There are 3 major areas where that 
money gets spent.  A big piece is security, the second is heating and air conditioning and the 
third piece is furniture. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  On that fund, is it just counties? 
 
Sally Holewa: It’s just counties. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Do you have a summary of all your agency funds? 
 
Sally Holewa:  Yes. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Closed the meeting. 
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☐ Subcommittee 
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      Committee Clerk: Sheri Lewis 

 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the judicial branch; 
and to provide for a transfer. 

 

Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Opened the discussion on HB1002. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Discussed the green sheet for HB1002. 
 
Representative Beadle:  I don’t agree with that all especially with the time that it would take 
in order to get the designs done.  It may be toward the end of the biennium before they could 
substantially do any work.  That would mean that they would be locked into their lease 
through the biennium.  At the very least I’d like to see actual plans and sketches for what 
they envision this looking like. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Do you remember what the terms of that lease was as far as length? 
 
Representative Beadle:  I think it was a 15 year less and I think they had about 9 left.  It’s 
subject to state appropriations; so there are “outs” every two years if the state funding is not 
there.  They had recently re-negotiated it down also.  They will have 2% to 3% increases 
every year. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa continued with the green sheet. 
 
Representative Bellew:  What kind of judge?  We just increased the number of judgeships 
in the last three to four biennium statewide.  The supreme court has the ability to move judges 
within districts also. 
 
Representative Howe:  It looks in the 2013-2015 biennium there were three new judgeships 
added and in the 2015-2017 biennium four new district judges were added. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Closed the discussion. 
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Minutes:                                                  

 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Opened the discussion on HB1002. 
 
Alex Cronquist, Analyst, ND Legislative Council:  The audio video equipment is not 
connected to that judgeship.  So removing that judgeship would not affect that number. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  What about operating expenses and things like that? 
 
Alex Cronquist:  I did not get that number. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  I thought the counties covered most of those costs. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Discussed the worksheet attachment A from February 4, 2019. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Would other operating expenses change if we don’t move those over? 
 
Alex Cronquist:  I’m not aware of the exact amount that their operating expenses would be 
affected. 
 
Stephanie Gullickson, Analyst, ND Office of Management and Budget:  Their change 
package is strictly salaries; they have no operating listed. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  Are you asking if we should give the $114,000.00 to them? 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  We’re at that point.  Do we want to move it over? 
 
Representative Bellew:  I would suggest that we not move it over. 
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Chairman Vigesaa continued with the worksheet. 
 
Alex Cronquist:  The judicial conduct commission has a limited amount of special funds 
available to it.  Because of how the salary increases were calculated, it automatically put 
some of the increase into special funds.  It took the judicial conduct commission over their 
limit on special funds.  There’s $18,725.00 that would need to come from general fund rather 
than special funds. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  How are they funded again? 
 
Alex Cronquist:  Their special funds are from the annual dues from attorneys.  There’s a 
limited amount of dues; I believe it’s $482,700.00. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  The dues aren’t enough to cover the 2% and 2% increase; 
so we’d have to take some general funds dollars to meet that increase. 
 
Alex Cronquist:  Correct.  In their base, they were already at the $482,700.00.  When we 
added in funding for the salaries and health, it automatically put some of it as special funds 
and that funding isn’t available. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  They have to increase the dues. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Is the number that they’re capped at in statute somewhere? 
 
Stephanie Gullickson:  I’m not sure.   
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  I think since it has been funded by their dues and general 
fund, I think we should let them figure it out.  
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  If we don’t do anything, will it affect the way the budget comes out of 
this side? 
 
Alex Cronquist:  It would show more funding coming from special funds; and they wouldn’t 
spend that actual money because they don’t have it.  No, it can go forward. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  Will it show that they’ll have 1.89% increases instead of 2% 
and 2% for salary? 
 
Alex Cronquist:  It will show the funding coming from special funds. 
 
Alex Cronquist:  You were wondering why the treasurer is in section 4?  She doesn’t need 
to be included in there; so we can remove it.  The other issue was the temporary court of 
appeals.  There was an amendment to make that temporary court of appeals permanent.   
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  We’ve decided not to adopt that. 
 
Alex Cronquist:  Do you want to extend the expiration date at this time? 
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Chairman Vigesaa:  It would be through 2025?   
 
Representative Kempenich:  These don’t go into effect unless you put an emergency 
clause on them. 
 
Alex Cronquist:  Last time it was done for 4 years. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Made a motion to move the extension of the expiration date 
to 2024 for the temporary court of appeals. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  Seconded the motion. 
 
Voice Vote made. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Closed the discussion. 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

 
A BILL for an Act to provide an appropriation for defraying the expenses of the judicial branch; 
and to provide for a transfer. 
 

Minutes:                                                 Attachment A. 

 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Opened the discussion on HB1002. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  See attachment A. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  Is that $53,000.00 going to be an increase in their dues to 
pay for the judicial conduct commission? 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  On the capital assets we added $75,000.00, that’s a combination of 
things. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  The reason I asked on judicial conduct; it shows a general 
fund increase of $53,000.00.  I thought it was paid for by their dues. 
 
Adam Mathiak:  The $75,000.00 for capital assets is for 10 new copy machines. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa continued with the amendment 
 
Representative Bellew:  Tell me again about section 4. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  That’s where we re-authorized the court of appeals; rather than making 
it permanent.  We re-authorized it for another 4 years. 
 
Adam Mathiak:  The judicial conduct commission does have general fund dollars.  That 
increase for that division would come through increases in fees; so that’s the way he 
drafted it.   
 
Chairman Vigesaa continued with the amendment. 
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Representative Bellew:  Made a motion to move amendment 19.0190.01001. 
 
Representative Beadle:  Seconded the motion. 
 
Voice Vote. 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
Representative Bellew:  Made a motion for a “Do Pass as Amended”. 
 
Representative Beadle:  Seconded the motion. 
 
Roll Call Vote:  7 Yeas 0 Nays 0 Absent 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Closed the discussion. 
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