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Chairman Vigesaa:  Opened the hearing on HB1001. 
 
Senator Holmberg, ND Legislative Assembly:  Testified concerning the green sheet. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  This budget did we go back to what we have been paying in the past?  
Did we remain a little bit below what we’ve paid in the past? 
 
Senator Holmberg:  This budget only has NCSL in it.  We restore the reductions that were 
made last time.  That is a question that this legislature will have to decide if we shall pay our 
full dues.  There were a number of states that did not pay their full dues.   
 
John Bjornson, Director, ND Legislative Council:  See testimony attachment A. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  Has the Supreme Court spoken with you about their plans 
for the library? 
 
John Bjornson:  That space is entirely separate from the committee room space. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  So they’re just up on the next floor? 
 
John Bjornson:  Yes. 
 
John Bjornson continued with his testimony. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  After how many years to do you become invested in the 
retirement program? 
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John Bjornson:  It’s 5 years. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  What are the exit interviews like?  What are the comments? 
 
John Bjornson:  Our receptionist left us this summer.  She loved working here but received 
a much more lucrative offer from somewhere else.  We try our best to give them some degree 
of flexibility.  There are a variety of reasons as to why people leave; but it’s often financial. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  You do have some experience that comes in.  Are we staying 
competitive with other state agencies? 
 
John Bjornson:  When I was promoted to this position, that opened a spot in the legal 
division.  We advertised for an attorney, we received fewer than 10 applications.  We 
interviewed 2 candidates and both of them were in jobs where they were making around 
$20,000.00 more a year than what we were able to offer.  The one we hired was working in 
the federal court system and was looking to get out of there within a year. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Because there is such a demand when we get together, I’m 
just trying to make sure that we’re keeping up. 
 
John Bjornson:  With the legal staff I would say they lost about 125 years of institutional 
experience and knowledge with the people who left us. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  You’re looking at this $117,000.00 to try and fill this gap? 
 
John Bjornson:  When I look back at my first session to now, it was a whole new learning 
experience.  They don’t teach this type of thing in law school.  This is unique. 
 
John Bjornson continued with his testimony. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Are there guidelines for meals? 
 
John Bjornson:  There are federal guidelines for reimbursement.  Ours for in state are based 
on statutorily per quarter and they’re set at a set amount.  When you travel out of state, it’s 
based on your location.   
 
John Bjornson continued with his testimony. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  It appears that a district is going to Fargo and one out west. 
 
John Bjornson:  That’s correct.  This is based on the Census Bureau’s estimate.  When 
they get to the actual count, we don’t know. 
 
John Bjornson continued with his testimony. 
 
Vice Chairman Brandenburg:  Isn’t there a way so that you wouldn’t need to use so much 
paper until you get to the end? 
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John Bjornson:  The printing costs are another issue.  Printing costs are going up; because 
there is less competition. 
 
Representative Kempenich:  Where do you store your printed records? 
 
John Bjornson:  We digitized a lot of our information.  The official bills go to the official state 
archives and are stored there.  We’ve really reduced the amount of paper that we keep.   
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  I see that you have $500,000.00 requested to replace computers and 
IPads. 
 
Kyle Forester, IT Manager, ND Legislative Council:  We’re on a 4 year replacement cycle.  
We purchase a 4 year warranty on the laptops that you’re issued and it also covers accidental 
damage.  We start seeing hardware failures in the 3rd and 4th year with those devices.  The 
manufacturers are supposed to retain parts but as they get to years 3 and 4, it gets more 
difficult to get them repaired.  This cycle we’ve seen numerous issues with batteries.  We’ve 
probably replaced 60% of the batteries in the laptops. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  What about the replacement of the digital signs in the committee 
rooms? 
 
Kyle Forester:  We did that in 2015 and we’re going to do that again this next biennium.  The 
reason we’re doing it is the manufacturer decided to end the life wear product.  Behind each 
of those digital signs, there is a little computer box.  We have enough spares on hand that if 
we have a failure, we can get through to next biennium. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  The IT unification.  Are you involved in that in any way? 
 
Kyle Forester:  No, we are not.  We are the legislative branch; so we’re not part of the 
governor’s cabinet.  
 
Representative Howe:  In the green sheet it talks about one-time funding for voting system 
upgrade?  Can you give us details on that? 
 
Kyle Forester:  In 2012, we replaced the voting boards.  The life on those are probably 15 
to 20 years.  There are computers that are in the equipment room that manage what’s 
displayed out on the board.  They’re not different than your laptop computer; there is an end 
to life on that.  We did have a couple of smaller devices that are part of the sound system fail 
right before session.  During the organizational session, the Senate was not able to do their 
roll call votes with their buttons on their desk. 
 
Chairman Vigesaa:  Closed the hearing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


