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Minutes:

' SENATOR B. STENEHJEM opened the hearing on SB 2442. Committee members present
included: Sens. Bob Stenehjem, R. Schobinger, D. Mutch, D. Cook, D. O’Connell, and V.
Thompson. Senator Bercier was absent.

DON OFFERDAHL testified in support of SB 2442. Section 1 is not the language we presented.
Section 2, the intent is there but one of the things on line 24 the first intent was to show proof to
the board because there are some cases that we wouldn’t want licensed. This was brought up
because last Tuesday the Grand Forks Chamber of Commerce had a meeting with different
people involved in the construction industry. One of the questions was ‘what is the board doing
to be active in construction trade’. Before this came up, we had talked about a reinstatement at
some time. SB 2442 enables electricians that we’re working with in other states to reinstate the

ND electrical license without retaking the exam. We were one of the first states to start



Page 2

Senate Transportation Committee
Bill/Resolution Number Sb 2442
Hearing Date April 5, 1999

continuing education classes, but some other states do not have it. When construction was low
here, people went to work in Washington and Oregon and other states and they did not renew
their ND license. We are involved in a multistate reciprocal agreement so if they take their
classes in another state and it is approved by the state in the reciprocal agreement, we will accept
that approval. The inquiries we are getting from other associations tell us that if we relax on this
we will get electricians coming back. The electrical board should consider that as a one time
deal. The Grand Forks situation is looking at all areas of electrical experience. If these people
got their license back, it would help out the situation. The part added “‘except railroad operations
located in railroad right of ways” on page 1, line 8 was submitted by railroad employees. They
are telling us that unlicensed people are doing their electrical work and they don’t have the
knowledge of all of the rules in the electrical code. I’d like to make an amendment to strike that
from the bill. The aluminum buildings and the cross arms at the intersections should be wired
properly because they are in contact with the people. We ask that those people are licensed to do
that.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM What is the cost of the electrical license?

DON OFFERDAHL A journeyman is $25 a year.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM Does Section 2 only address journeyman?

DON OFFERDAHL Journeyman and master electricians which is $50 and Class B is $40.
SENATOR B. STENEHJEM If I have a master electrician license in ND and move, can I keep
up my ND license by paying that $50 or do I have to be actively working in ND.

DON OFFERDAHL You need to have six hours of continuing education per year every time you

renew your license.
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SENATOR B. STENEHJEM Can I do it in another state?

DON OFFERDAHL Yes, we have the wordage that if you are in the multistate agreement (14
states) then we will accept those. If you are working in another state not in the agreement and it
is approved by the authority having jurisdiction in that state and they can prove it, we will accept
it.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM If1 have a ND license, can I work in ND?

DON OFFERDAHL We have a reciprocal agreement with MN, yes.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM I wouldn’t have to have two license and pay for both.

DON OFFERDAHL No, you would have to pay in both states. You can drop your one from MN
and get it back again as long as you keep the one where you were tested at.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM You were concerned in Section 2 that you didn’t want someone
who was dismissed as an electrician for misconduct to be able to come in and get there license
back. But on line 21 takes care of that.

SENATOR SCHOBINGER How many previously had licenses prior to April 1, 1990 and failed
to past the test?

DON OFFERDAHL This lets them show their competence of passing the test one time and
obtaining the license.

SENATOR SCHOBINGER That’s probably a scenario that wouldn’t arise if this would pass.
DON OFFERDAHL No.

SENATOR O'CONNELL How many people would this bring back to the work force?

DON OFFERDAHL Between 50 and 120.

SENATOR O'CONNELL How many licensed people do we have now?
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DON OFFERDAHL 600 Masters, 1800 Journeyman and 50 Class B’s.

SENATOR COOK Do you have a list of the 14 states we have reciprocal agreements with?
DON OFFERDAHL Yes.

SENATOR COOK Is that a growing number?

DON OFFERDAHL Yes.

SENATOR COOK What is keeping us from reciprocal agreements in all the states?

DON OFFERDAHL Some states don’t have statewide licensing. In the east, they have
townships or counties. One goes from county to county.

SENATOR COOK Washington and Oregon have reciprocal agreements with us. This bill will
not apply to any electrician who left ND and went to Washington and Oregon because they have
reciprocal agreements with us.

DON OFFERDAHL No, they only took their test in ND so they reciprocate one way and they
can’t reciprocate back again. It is the same with the other states. Part of it is to show your
competence.

SENATOR COOK If somebody gets their license in Washington, we will allow them to come to
ND but if someone gets their license in ND and moves to Washington we would not bring them
back.

DON OFFERDAHL They would have to keep their ND license current. They could drop it for
three years but they would have to reinstate it.

SENATOR COOK That is a decision you are making at the State Electrical Board.

DON OFFERDAHL That is a decision in this Chapter 43-09-21 I believe.
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SENATOR B. STENEHJEM If 1 have a ND license, I could go to Washington state and work
forever as long as I keep my ND license up and the 6 hours of continuing education. Correct.
DON OFFERDAHL Correct.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM A person from Washington state could come into ND and work
under their Washington license as long as they met the requirements for a license in Washington.
DON OFFERDAHL They would apply for their license here and would have to obtain their
license here.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM Would I have to obtain a Washington license if | was from ND
working in Washington state?

DON OFFERDAHL Yes.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM They don’t have to take the test but they do have to keep a license
for whatever state they are working in. What is the reinstatement fee?

DON OFFERDAHL $25

SENATOR COOK Why before April 1, 1990?

DON OFFERDAHL It is the effective date for continuing education in 43-09-15.1.

SENATOR COOK So if someone receives their license after April 1, 1990 and left the state and
wants to come back then this does not apply to them.

DON OFFERDAHL If you wanted to change that, I wouldn’t have a problem with that.
SENATOR COOK Are our reciprocal agreements with any other states in the Century Code?
DON OFFERDAHL Yes, 43-09-25.

SENATOR COOK Do we have any type of agreements with electricians from Canada?
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DON OFFERDAHL Not that I’'m aware of. They fall under the apprentership ratio because there
is two different codes between here and Canada.

SENATOR COOK Do they have master electricians in Canada?

DON OFFERDAHL I don’t know.

SENATOR COOK Can someone from Canada come down here and take the test to be a master
electrician and use their years of service as a master electrician and qualify themselves as a
master electrician in ND?

DON OFFERDAHL There are some immigration rules that says you can’t come down here and
contract. We haven’t had any requests for that. We do have journeyman come down here, such
as in Grand Forks. They get their license through Washington, we’ve licensed them through a
reciprocal agreement.

TOM TUPA, NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION testified in
support of Section 2. We weren’t aware of the first section.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM Would you have any problem if the dates April 1, 1990 are
stricken?

TOM TUPA I’d have to run it by the executive if Fargo.

RENAE PFENNING, ND ELECTRICAL WORKERS COUNCIL testified in support of Section
2.

AL WOLF, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR STATE ELECTRICAL BOARD
testified in support of SB 2442. We had drafted this bill to go under 43-09-14 which is the
renewal of license. Section 1 was not in the bill when we drafted it. If someone looks under the

renewal of licensing in the Century Code this won’t be there. 1 don’t know how Section 1 got
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into the bill. The ND State Electrical Board had no intention of exempting the railroad right
away. The administrative code which was adopted by the North Dakota State Electrical Board
and approved by the overseer committee was printed as the laws and rules and standards of the
state of ND. Subsection 4 of Section 24-02-01.02 of the ND Century Code in paragraph 4
indicates the purpose of the standards.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM When was that adopted?

AL WOLF It was amended and readopted as of January 1, 1999.

There was committee discussion.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM When were the railroads added?

AL WOLF January 1, 1999.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM I sit on the administrative rules committee and we have not heard
that administrative rule.

There was committee discussion.

AL WOLF It is subject to review by the Legislative Oversight Committee. There was one other
change on line 24. The language is acceptable although it is somewhat different.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM Would you have a problem if starting on line 20 it read “license
under Chapter 43-09 whose license was not renewed because of failure to fulfill continuing
education requirements under 43-09-15.1”. It means we will overstrike “before April 1, 1990”
and strike “between April 1, 1990 and March 31, 1998”.

AL WOLF I wouldn’t have a problem except for those who let it lapse for three years and then
be reinstated. They can be reinstated for three of those years. If you want to be consistent go to

March 31, 1995 through 1998. Then they can be reinstated without this act.
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SENATOR B. STENEHJEM If they can be reinstated without this act then this bill wouldn’t
apply to them and they can be reinstated today now. You will just add those people that have
fallen within that time frame.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM Would you have a problem if we took those dates of reference out
of there?

DON OFFERDAHL I wouldn’t have a problem with that but we need to, on page 2, line 5,
change March 31, 1998 to March 31, 1999.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM You don’t have to allow them to get a license because they are
incompetent but only because they haven’t taken their continuing education. You still may do it;
you don’t have to do it.

SENATOR SCHOBINGER Why not just after April 1, 1990 and be done with it?

SENATOR COOK Someone licensed in ND can get a Washington license through the
reciprocity and keep up their ND license so they have two licenses if they are willing to keep up
the continuing education. Or they could drop the ND license and just keep the Washington
license. If they did the latter and want to come back to ND the reciprocity agreement will not
apply to them, correct?

DON OFFERDAHL Correct.

SENATOR COOK When they let go of a ND license and obtain a Washington license are they
not licensed by another state?

DON OFFERDAHL That is correct, but under the reciprocal agreements from other states, the
only way they will grant a reciprocal agreement is that they were tested in that state, have a

passing grade and had it for one year. The reason for that is because electricians hop around
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from state to state. So keep it simple, you don’t drop your own state; you can drop the other ones
but not your home state.

There was a committee discussion.

DON OFFERDAHL Exempting the railroads was a proposal from the railroad people. They are
not licensed and are not grounding properly in some cases. On the railroads, there are some
people do the wiring that are not electricians.

There was committee discussion.

CLYDE WETSCH testified in support of Section 2. Getting skilled craftsmen is a problem in
other areas besides Grand Forks. Hopefully, this will get more skilled craftsmen here.
SENATOR O'CONNELL Why do you want to bring more workers in when you’re getting all
this overtime?

CLYDE WETSCH You don’t. People don’t want to pay the overtime. It’s early in the year and
I can see an upcoming labor shortage.

MIKE HEID testified in support of Section 2. I’m a licensed electrician. Many workers have
neglected to keep their state license up and this would allow them a window of opportunity to
come home and regain their state license.

RICHARD ELKIN, BNSF RAILROAD testified in support of Section 1. Section 1 is included
in the bill at my request. There are two kinds of signals (1) the gates and lights at crossings and
(2) the arms that are green, yellow and red-the work on all of those signals has been done by our
signal crew. A good number of signal men are hired to work on those as will as the gates and
lights if there is a malfunction. Most of the signal people are not journeyman or master

electricians, but they have been doing that work for a hundred years and I have never heard them
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complain. All standards for signal people meet the Federal Railroad Administration standards.
The head of our signal department doesn’t like this particular rule.

SENATOR THOMPSON The silver huts are within the railroad right of way.

RICHARD ELKIN Yes and we do have some signal people that are licensed and when they are
energized with electricity the signal people are working in the presence of an electrician.
However, sometimes a gate gets locked in the down position and then somebody has to get out
there fast. Then they may not be accompanied by an electrician.

SENATOR THOMPSON The only time the master electricians might be out there is when you
get electricity hooked up.

SENATOR O'CONNELL You can live with this language.

RICHARD ELKIN I like this part.

TOM KELSCH, CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILROAD We didn’t receive any notice. We support
Section 1 and I don’t know of any accident that has occurred because of faulty wiring done by
our signal people.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM In Section 2, page 1, line 20, are you satisfied if we strike out the
date? Page 2, line 4, make it after April 1, 1990? Is that what you’re looking for?

DON OFFERDAHL Yes. In Section 1, the initial hook up should be done by an electrician. The
rest is just maintenance.

SENATOR SCHOBINGER You would still support this with Section 1.

DON OFFERDAHL Yes.

SENATOR THOMPSON Under Section 1, would that include depots and rail yard repairs?
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RICHARD ELKIN If there were something done where we have buildings, any remodeling
would be done by master electricians. The work where the master electrician is not always
present is repairs on signals that belong to us or gates.

SENATOR THOMPSON [ just want it to be clarified enough.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM We will close the hearing on SB 2440.

APRIL 6, 1999 - Tape 1,

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM proposed amendment 90848.0201. They take the dates out.

SENATOR COOK Page 1, line 21, there is no “before”.

SENATOR B. STENEHJEM We will take care of that word.

SENATOR O'CONNELL I move the amendments 90848.0201 with the correction.
SENATOR SCHOBINGER 1 second.

There was committee discussion.

The amendments 90848.0201 passed unanimously.

SENATOR O'CONNELL I second.

Senator Thompson will carry SB 2442.
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9084%0/201 ¢ Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for
Title. Senator B. Stenehjem

April 5, 1999

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2442

Page 1, line 20, remove "before April 1, 1990," and remove "between"

Page 1, line 21 ,%e "before April 1, 1990, and March 31, 1998."

Page 2, line 4, remove "between April 1, 1990, and March 31."

Page 2, line 5, remove "1998"

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 1 90848.0201
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ‘EN-GB@SS?D‘SENATE BILL NO. 2442

Page 1, line 20, remove "before April 1, 1990," and remove "between"

Page 1, line 21, remove "April 1. 1990, and March 31, 1998."

Page 2, line 4, remove "between April 1, 1990, and March 31,"

P 2, line 5, "1998"
age 2, line 5, remove

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 1 90848.0202
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April 6, 1999 11:32 a.m. Carrier: Thompson
Insert LC: 90848.0202 Title: .0300

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
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Page 1, line 20, remove "before April 1, 1990," and remove "between"

Page 1, line 21, remove "April 1, 1990, and March 31, 1998."

Page 2, line 4, remove "between April 1, 1990, and March 31."

Page 2, line 5, remove "1998,"

Renumber accordingly
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Minutes:

‘ CHAIRMAN KEISER OPENED THE HEARING ON SB 2442; A BILL RELATING TO
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION INSPECTIONS; TO PROVIDE FOR THE ELECTRICIAN
LICENSE REINSTATEMENT REQUIREMENTS; TO PROVIDE AN EXPIRATION DATE;
AND TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY.

RICHARD ELKIN, Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway testified in support of SB 2442. He
said that they had asked for Section One to be added in. He knew nothing about Section two.
This bill required all signal work to be done on railways to be done under the supervision of a
Master electrician. We do have some of the same electricians as the SEB but the signal work is
really done on a routine basis and it is not done under supervision. We are talking about lots of
lights and it is not possible for us to provide that kind of supervision.

REP. THORPE asked what the new rule was.
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RICHARD said that the SEB adopted this clarification late last year, but they were not told of it
until March 10.

REP. BELTER asked if the Electrical Board told the Railroad that they were making the
changes.

RICHARD said that a legal notice was placed in the newspaper but nothing personally.
CHAIRMAN KEISER asked if the language added represents more than safety.

RICHARD said

CHAIRMAN KEISER asked if the maintenance can be done by a switchman.

RICHARD said yes, but if it is installed, it has to be done by a master electrician.

TOM KELSCH, Attorney for Canadian Pacific Railroad testified in support of SB 2442. He
added that they supported Burlington Northern’s position on the bill. They too were in favor of
Section one.

CHAIRMAN KEISER asked how the federal guidelines work versus the state’s.

TOM said that they follow the federal guidelines and have never had any problem.

DON OFFERDAL, State Electrical Board, testified in support of SB 2442. (See attached
testimony).

REP. MICKELSON questioned Section 2. He asked if there are any other groups in the state of
North Dakota that we do this for, just bringing them back on without having to take the exam?
DON said no, but this is different as it is just a one time deal.

REP. MICKELSON said that he understood that but further asked if it then is a true measure or if

the license that you receive in our state is comparable to that of other states.
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DON said yes, that he believed it to be a true measure and North Dakota does in fact have a
reciprocal agreement with 12 or 13 other states relating to licenses.

REP. BELTER asked when they realized that this was a problem.

DON said that during the flood of 1997 was when it first came to light. Now lots of people are
proactive in this issue and we decided, let’s do something.

REP. KEMPENICH asked why the expiration date was in place.

DON said that the Board preferred it that way. It allows the license to need renewal in only 3
years or it will lapse. It presents a good situation for all.

CHAIRMAN KEISER questioned an area of the bill referring to being “substantially involved in
the electrical industry.” How will that be determined?

DON said that they would have to prove that to the Board. That will be up to the Board’s
discretion.

REP. WEISZ referred to Section 1 and noted that it has been around for hundreds of years. Has
there ever been a case of injury or fatality due to this?

DON said no, not to his knowledge. He credited the safety and inspection of the Railroad and
their precautionary actions to this.

REP. WEISZ further asked why then they were presenting the bill.

DON said it was for clarification purposes.

REP. MICKELSON asked Don if it crossed his mind to tell the Railroads about the suggested
changes.

DON said that they did do it in newsletters and that their electricians are ours. They felt that they

did tell them, but maybe they didn’t tell the correct person.



Page 4

House Transportation Committee
Bill/Resolution Number sb 2442
Hearing Date April 6, 1999

REP. MICKELSON noted that that was not acceptable. He added that you have to be
responsible to alert others involved. No one was going to buy into the newsletters and relying on
a stuffed newspaper. It is incumbent upon them to alert others involved.

CHAIRMAN KEISER questioned subsection 3 of Article 90. Why not just adopt that?

DON said that they can, but this bill still provides more clarification.

CHAIRMAN KEISER asked what the Railroads are concerned about.

DON said that he didn’t know.

REP. BELTER asked if we are doing this in a safe manner.

DON said that he thinks that the Board has made sound decisions in the past. What isn’t cleaned
up now will be taken care of in Administrative Rules.

REP. PRICE referred to Section 2 and asked where the shortage of workers was, in the
Journeymen or the Masters. What is the ratio also?

DON said that there are 600 Masters and there is no ratio between them and the Journeymen.
Journeymen are those who have shown four years of electrical skill and apprentices are just
learning the trade. The ratio of apprentices to Journeymen is three to one.

REP. THORPE asked if this bill is for continuing education.

DON said yes.

REP. THORPE further asked if they were also asking for Section 1 when it was drafted.

DON said no, that it was a surprise.

REP. KEMPENICH questioned part of the letter from the electrical foreman.

DON was unable to answer the question.
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AL WOLF, State Electrical Board, testified in support of SB 2442. He also was against Section
One. He said that something needed to be done with that section since the State Electrical Board
has no jurisdiction in that area. He offered two sets of amendments.

REP. KEMPENICH mentioned adopting the National Code so it wouldn’t be the law of the land.
Have you looked into that?

AL said that it is in the Code and it has been adopted.

DAVID KEMNITZ, Electrical Journeyman, testified in support of SB 2442. He said that two
most important rules of the railroad are to protect life and property. He too was against Section
One.

REP. MICKELSON asked Dave if he accepted Section Two.

DAVID said yes.

REP. MICKELSON further asked if he realized that arguing against Section One can be used
against him in Section Two.

DAVID explained that it is all in how you look at it.

CHAIRMAN KEISER CLOSED THE HEARING ON SB 2442. REP. WEISZ moved a DO
PASS on SB 2442. REP. BELTER seconded the motion. The motion carried.

ROLL CALL -9 YEA, 5 NAE, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING.

FLOOR ASSIGNMENT - REP. WEISZ
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
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SENATE BILL 2442

Chairman Stenehjem and other Committee members:

For the record, my name is Don Offerdahl I am the Executive Director of the State
Electrical Board.

Senate Bill 2442 would enable electricians that were working in another state in the early
90’s to reinstate their North Dakota electrical license without retaking the exam.

North Dakota was one of the first states to have continuing education. It has shown to be
successful by the comments we have received from the electricians working in the
industry. At the same time this was introduced into law, construction was low in the state
of North Dakota and electricians traveled to other states to make a living. Some other
states did not have continuing education at the time, the thoughts of many electricians in
this scenario were that they would not need their North Dakota license anymore for they
thought that they would not work in North Dakota again.

As you know, construction has been increasing in the past few years and there have been
some inquiries for reinstatement procedures from those electricians. This is especially
true in the eastern part of the state where Minnesota just two years ago enacted
continuing education.

This bill would enable the North Dakota residents and once licensed electricians, after
showing proof of licensing in another state, the chance to reinstate their license. This
would be for a one-year period allowing us to contact the different organizations to notify
the people involved.

Enclosed are letters from several electrical associations in favor of this bill.

T urge a DO PASS.
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Grand Forks Chamber of Commerce

April 5, 1999

Mr. Don Offerdahi,

Executive Director .
North Dakota State Electrical Board
721 Memoriaj Highway

PO Box 857

Bismarck, ND 58502

Dear Don:

This is in fesponse to my conversation today with Mr. Al Wolfe regarding the labor
concerns in the Grand Forks region. As you know, Congressman Earl Pomeroy and
the Grand Forks Chamber of Commerce held a labor summit here last week to discuss
labor shortage issues including skilled trades and immigration concerns.
Representatives from the Department of Labor in Washington and Denver along with
Immigration and Naturafization officials from Lincoln, NE were here to meet with
business and industry officials.

Since the April 1997 flood, Grand Forks has been faced with considerable adversity
trying to rebuild from the estimated $1 billion in losses. Tiying to secure the necessary
help to assist in the reconstruction has been a tremendous challenge to certain trades.
Electrical, sheet metal, general construction ang other industries have had to scramble
to meet labor force needs Two years later, we have in excess of $300 million of new
canstruction in various stages of development now Leon Comeau, Comeau Electric
reported last week his employees are working a 7-10 shift. This means seven days a
week and ten hour days! Without available skilled workers in the region,
redevelopment js delayed. Trying to secure available workers from Canada has been a
challenge, too, with INS rules and regulations. Businesses are having to commit
considerable resources to pursue Canadian help.

The Grand Forks region welcomes assistance which will provide well qualified workers
to meet the tremendous demand we are experiencing as we continue to rebuld. Don, if
you have any questions, please call Dave McFariane, McFarlane Sheet Metai, chair of
the Chamber's Workforce Development Immigration & Refuges Subcommittee, 772-
8511 or myself. Thank you for your interest and support.

Singarely yours, '
‘ﬂ% %{fé’u
ob Gustafson,

President

202 North Third Steet « Grand Farks, North Dakota 582033 « Phone {701) 772-7271 « FAX (701) 772.9238
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Refugees become members of GF work force

»Labor Force Summit will discuss refugees and labor today

By Dorreen Yellow Bird
Herald Statt Writer

Grand Forks business snd community
leaders are looking to refugees as a way to
repopulate the area and supplement the
growing need [or a work force.

« They are finding that the refugee popula-
tion is a good source for the work force.

* These leaders will meet in a Labor Force
Summit scheduled for 10:30 a.m. today in the
Town House Mator Inn to discuss these is-
fues,

« Upon arriving in North Dakota, refugees
ind employment within three months,
according to ViAnn Olson, coordinator for
{he Grand Forks Refugee Resettlement Coa-
!ition.

© “They work hard,” she said,

. And it's a myth that most refugees end up
on welfare, said Don Snyder, refugze admin.
{strator for North Dakota Human Services
pepartmem.

« Even though they are eligible for welfare,
Mmedical assistance and food stamps, most of

the time the refugees dan't ask for it, Ninety-
two percent are employed within a short
time, he said.

Snyder said it is not true that the refugaes
are cut off services after eight months, They
receive & special federal assistance for eight
months called the Reflgee Cash assistance
program. Then they are just like any other
person needing assistance. If they qualify,
they can receive food stamps and medical
assistance, '

The terms refugee and immigrant are
sometimes confusing, Olson said. Refugees
are people who are escaping war or persecu.
tion and can work upon arrlval, Immlgrants
have to wait about a year. Refugees are com-
ing to Grand Forks fromn countries such as
Yugosiavia,

Refugee numbers rising

There is a growing number of refugees
coming to the region.

According to North Dakota Human Serv-
ices flgures:

W 11 Bosnlan refugees resettled in Grand
Forks from October 1997 to September 1998,

¥ From 1992 to 1598, 87 Rosnian and Kurd-
ish refugees resettled in Grand Forks,

¥ In North Dakota, total resettlement fig-
ures for the state are 537 for 1898, and from
1592 to 1998, 3,022 refugees resettied here,

Tough times

The numbers don't reveal the hardships
man{v of the refugees faced bhefore thelr ar-
rival,

One family came in December from a refu-
gee camp in Kosavo where they spent the
lagt three years. There s another family
from Belgrade, Yugoslavia. that's expected
to arrive Aprit 8 in Grand Forks. Belgrade
has been the recipient of recent heavy
bombing.

The coalition helps find shelter, firniture,
household items and money ta pay up to four
manths' rent {or the refugees if needed. OF
ten, refugecs arvive in North Dakota with
Just the clothes on their backs.

By their second week, refugees are set up
with & tutor and taught English. Several refu-
gees volunteer time as interpreters when
needed, Olson said.

After g year, refugees can quaiily [
green card, That means they are a resiq
alien of the United States and could le
the country and have ne problem com
back here. Some, who are not new to Gr.
Forks, are applying for citizenship.

Some of the costs for these programs cc
from Noith Daxota Human Services. The
partment awarded $.6,500 to the Gr-
Forks Public schools and the adult ec.
tion programs to beneflt refLgzes.

Snyder sald, four years ago (e dep.
ment received $265,000 for refugees Now
state receives $1.6 million. Those fands -
spread throughout the stale.

Olson, whao was a volunteer for the Co
tion for 5z years, is the only paid stals
the United Methodist Commission on Re!.
They work with the Lutheran lmmigra:.
and Refugee Services that is pait of tne
cial services out of Fargo. Their nalional
fice for refugees is in New York,

"All our refugees come incough the !
theran Immigration and Refugee prograr
Olson said.

©_ YOUR FULL SER

sum VYN TGATRY a7
PRNRBS TR

AN

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

ROM ELE

LIRS, . . L

VICE

il e

T o )

KYJBEN mendsta

: : + U
- o Grng Fatks v Crooksio

w

T sle e YTl

x
“j
4

| NG

.
[N
'\‘ N
=2
0
Q\';
P:
Q a

//.)(,-/'a/e(/

1550 47th Avenue South ® Grand Forks, ND

(701)772-6621 « 1-800-732-7400

&
s ] CELLULARONE A MoTOROLA
N‘JJ' A od Caaler FAadio Osxier
| M NANASASO WOETIVS T TE D TS TN O TS ONA I NS ¢

Py ooy

i "4 il
Sheita Gerssewshi
7954318

BANKING » n




Fifty-sixth
Legislative Assembly
of North Dakota House/Senate No.

Introduced by

Delayed Bills Committee

A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact Section 43-09-15 of the North Dakota
Century Code relating to renewal of electricians' license during a limited
period of time.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:
Section 1. AMENDMENT. Section 43-09-15 of the North Dakota
Century Code isamended and reenacted to add a new subsection as follows:
43-09-14. Renewal of License During Limited Period of Time.
9.  Any person who has held a master, journeyman, or Class B
license of this state before March 31, 1990, and whose license
was not renewed between March 31, 1990,and March 31, 1998,
because of failure to fulfill continuing education requirements
of section 43-09-15.1 may reinstate the license upon a showing
that the person has held a license in another state regulating
licensing under laws similar to the laws of this state, or who can
demonstrate to the board substantial involvement in the

electrical industry during the time the license had not been



renewed. The applicant shall follow the procedures in section
24-02-01-21 of the Administrative Code and must participate in
six hours of continuing education as part of the application to
reinstate the license. This procedure does not apply to persons
Who have taken the state examination under the provisions of
section 43-09-12 during the period of time referred to in this
subsection, and have failed to received a passing grade
section 2. EXPIRATION DATE. This Act is effective through March 31,
2000, and after that date is ineffective.

MNB‘QW
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April 6, 1959.
: Don Cffexdabl
. North Dakata Statc Blectrical Boaxrd
: PO Box 875
~ Bismrek, Morth Dakota 33502
Dear Mr, Offerdahl:

. T bave received your fax on Senate Bill No. 2442, amendment to section 43-08-22 of the
| suppierhent to the North Dakota Century Code to read. The beard has jurisdiction over and ghall
. pravide inspection for ail electrical installations gxgept railrosd operations focated oa refirgad
| right of way, Ifthis passes who inqures the safety to the public and railroad employees for uasate
. wiring? We have licensed electricians working for the rafiroad wiring to the National Flectical
| Code Standards. What the raitroad, Buriington Northern Santa Fe, wants to do is 1o take the
‘ ?wcﬂtamy&mnSystcmEMkachpamnmtmdtmkommmeSigm]Dmmt
‘:Bydohmgﬂﬁsyouwiﬂlnvemﬁccmedpmpk&mm:bmﬁzlc&wiswkhme
 knowledge of the National Electrical Code.

3%:%—2&)3@&@m&ﬁﬁnofmﬂmys&rgwnmom&mmbn,m
. distribution of power used exclusively for operation of rolfing stock or nstailztions nsed
_exclusively for signaling and communications purposes. Whthin the raiiroad indostry there are
';m.mybcxtbnsh:chﬁzgthnscuwdbyomﬁgnalmpwmnthatm%mforthcpmmxcf
 signating. -Such locstions would be hot box detectors, used along the Tight of way checking on
' passing ains for hot jowmals, dragging equipment detectors, used to find loose cqnipment on
‘traims. Both these types of locations are in tungalows along the right of way, nekher one i for
‘signaiing,. With the wording of Bill No. 2442, ail raifroad property would be exempt from

| mspections by the State Electrical Board. Again, who will insure the safety w the pubtic fom
‘unsafe wiring practices. The public has access 1o all railroad buildings along the right of way, at
}signalmsshgs,d:;n&,mdt}nnughded&mions“&xﬁnowshops. We need to msure that any
-and &l electrical wiring be safe and by licensed people.

- Attached are copies of the System Hisctrieal work rules.

D, ¥ Aeschliran

1
2



IBEW N.D. State Electrical Workers Council

P.O. Box 1906 ® Minot, North Dakota 58701

MEMO: Chairman - Delayed Bills Committee
ND State Legislature

'
\

FROM: Mark Hager /v
ND State Electrical Workers Council

SUBJECT: Electrician Licensing

During the early 1990’s construction employment was relatively low in the state of North
Dakota which consequently forced many skilled craftsmen to work in other areas of the
country. Also about the same time continuing education requirements were implemented
in order to maintain a Master’s or Journeyman’s electricians license in the state of North
Dakota. Because many of the electrical workers were out of state and unable to meet the
continuing education requirements, they dropped their North Dakota licenses. Currently
there is a shortage of qualified licensed electricians particularly in the eastern part of
North Dakota. Many of these unlicensed electricians are willing to relocate to the area to
perform the work of their trade. Currently they would be required to reapply and write a
state electrical examination. In an effort to expedite this process, we understand the State
Electrical Board has submitted a delayed bill to accommodate these electricians. As we
understand this bill will allow reinstatement of licenses to those applicants who have
previously held a North Dakota license gained by examination and also can submit
evidence of 6 hours of continuing education. This exception in the rules would be for
one year only, sunsetting on March 31, 2000. We urge the committee’s review and
approval of this delayed bill.

I thank you in advance for your consideration.
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Juternational Brotherhood of Electrizal Workers

LOCAL UNION ND. 1426

AFL-CIO
@ =

AFFILIATED WITH

AFFILIATE] WITH
NDRYH DAROTA AFL-CIO MINNESOTA ARLCI0
MORTH OAKDTA STATE B ECTRICAL WORKERS COUNCIL IINNESOTA I1BEW STATE CQUNCIL
NORTHERN VALLEY LABDR COUNCIL FARBO-MOORHEAD TRAGES AND LASOR ASSEMALY
PHOME 701-775-7601 FAX 701-775-0819
= 1714 N. WASHINGTON —  GRAND FORKS. ND 58203
3002 FIRST AVE. N. - FARGO, N. DAK. 58102 - PH. 701-232-1637

April 1, 1999

To Whom It May Concern:

IBEW Local 1426 supports the effort of the North Dakota
State Electrical Board which would reinstate the North
Dakota EBlectrical Licenses that were dropped after March 31,
1990 due to the continued education requirements.

Thank you for your consideration.

Yours truly,
® Do =

Dan M. Finnie
Business Manager

DMF /cmv
opeiu 53
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NORTH DAKOTA ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS ASSN.
HCO 2 BOX 11

WATFORD CITY, ND 58834
April 1, 1999

Don Offerdahi

State Electrical Board
P O Box 857
Bismarck, ND 58502

Dear Don:

Re: New Legislation

The North Dakota Electrical Contractors Assn. Are in support of the new
legislation dealing with the renewal of Electrical License that have expired due to not
having C E U. We feel that each case should be judged on it own merit.

Sincerely,

(o (Rt

Ronald Roos
Executive Secretary

Ecletsab4®



ARTICLE 90 — INTRODUCTION

70-17

NFPA 70
National Electrical Code®

1999 Edition

Article 90 — Introduction
90-1. Purpose.
(a) Practical Safegparding, The purpose of this Code is

the praé!:cal safeguarding of persons and property from haz-
ards arising from the use of electicity.

® Adequacy. This Code contains provisions thar ére con-
sidered’ necessary for safery. Compliance therewith and
proper maintenance will result in an installation that is essen-

tially free from hazard but ot necessarily efficient, conve-
nient, or adequate for good service or future expansion of
clectrical use.

FPN: Hazards often accur because of overloading of wirmg
systems by methods ar usage not in conformity with this
Code. This cecurs because initial wiring did not provide
for increases in the use of ¢lectricity. An inital adequate
installation and reasonabie provxsxons for system changes
will prmnde for future increases in the use of electricity.

(¢) Inténtion. This Code is not intended as a design speci-
fication nor an instriction manual for wtrained persons.

90-2, Scope.
(a) Coyered. This Code covers the following.

¢)) Installadons of electric conductors and equipment
within ér on public and private buildings ar other stmetures,
including mobile homes, recreational vehicles, and floating
buildings; and other premises such as yards, carnival, park-
ing, and other lots, and industrial substations.

FPN: For additional information concerning such installa-

tions in an mdustrial or multibuilding complex, see the

] Natténal Electricai Safery Code, ANSI C2-1997.

(2) ;Insmﬂations of conductors and equipment that con-
nect 1o the supply of electricity.

(3) Installations of other outside conductors and equip-
ment on the premises.
I ) jInstzllations of optical fiber cables and raceways.
(5) Installarions in buildings used by the electric miliry,
such as office buildings, warchouses, garages, machine
shops, 'and recreational buildings, that are not an integral
part of a generating plant, substation, or control center.

NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CODE

(b) Not Covered. This Code does not cover the following.

(1) Instaltarions in shxps, watercraft other than floating
buildings, railway rolling stock, aircraft, or automotive vehi-
cles other than mobile homes and recreational vehicles.

FPN: While the scope of this Code indicates that the Code
does not cover installations in ships, portions of this Code
aze incorporated by reference into Title 46, Code of Federal
Regulations, Parts 110-113. '

(2) Installaticas underground in mines and self-propelled
mobile surface mining machinery and its amendant electrical
trailing cable.

(3) Insrallaticns of railways for generation, transforma-
tion, transmission, or distribution of power used exclusively
for opmnon of rolling stock or Wgns used exclusively

for signaling and communicetions purpoges.

(4) Instailations of communications equipment under the
exclusive control of communications wtilittes located out-
doors or in building spaccs used exclusively for such instal-
lations.

(5) Installations, including associared lighting, under the
exclusive control of electric urilities for the purpose of com-
munications, metering, generation, control, transformadon,
transmission, or distribution of electric energy. Such instal-
lations shell be located in buildings used exclusively by
utlities for such purposes; outdoars on property owned or
lessed by the utility; on or along public highways, streets,
roads, etc.; or outdoors on private property by established
nghts such as easements.

(¢) Special Permission. The authority having jurisdiction
for enforcing this Code may grant exception for the installa-
tion of conductors and equipment that are not under the
exclusive control of the electric utilities and’ are used to
connect the clectric utility supply syswm to:the sexvice-
entrance conductors of the premises served, provided such

_ installations are outside a building or terminate-immediately

inside a building wail.

90-3. Code Arrangement. This Code is divided into the
introduction and nine chapters. Chapters 1, 2, 3, and 4 apply
generally; Chapters 5, 6, and 7 apply to special occupancics,
special equipment, or other special conditions: These latter
chapters supplement or modify the general rules. Chapters
1 through 4 apply except as amended by Chapters 5, 6, and
7 for the particular conditions.

Chapter § covers communications systems and Is inde-
penden of the other chapters except where they are specifi-
cally referenced therein.

Chapter 9 consists of tables.

Material identified by the superscript lener “x” includes

1959 Edition
TOTAL P.B3
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43-09-21, Standards for Electrical Wiring and Equipment.

All electrical wiring, apparatus, or equipment shall comply with the rules and regulations of

the board made under authority of the laws of this state and in conformity with the

approved methods of construction for safety to life and property. The reagglations laid

down in the natigpal electdcal code and the national electrical saft as approved by
encan engmeenng standards committee shall be prima facie ewdence of such

appn‘oved methods. Any municipality may make more stringent requircments. No

elecméal installation shall be connected for use until proof has been fumished to the

person; firm or corporation supplying electrical energy that such regulations have been
complied with.

TOTAL P.82



ARTICLE 24-82
ELECTRICAL WIRING STANDARDS

Chapter
24-02-01 General Conditions and Electrical Wiring Standards
CHAPTER 24-82-61
GENERAL COMDITIONS AND ELECTRICAL WIRING STANDARDS

Section

24-02-01-01 Definitions

24-02-01-02 General Statement of Policy and
Interpretative Rules

24-02-01-03 General Requirements

24-02-01-04 Places of Assembly

24-02-01-05 Hazardous Locations

24-02-01-06 Grounding

24-02-01-07 Branch Circuits and Feeders

24-02-01-08 Services

24-02-01-09 Overcurrent Protection

24-02-01-10 Wiring Methods

24-02-01-10.1 Electrical Equipment Submerged in Water

24-02-01-11 Motors, Motor Circuits, and Controllers [Repealed]

24-02-01-12 Boxes and Fittings

24-02-01-13 Seasonal Dwellings [Repealed]

24-02-01-14 Mobile Home Parks and Recreational Vehicle
Parks [Repealed]

24-02-01-15 Athletic Field Lighting [Repealed]

24-02-01-16 Exit Marking, Illumination of Means of
Egress, and Emergency Lighting

24-02-01-16.1 Smoke Detectors and Fire Alarm Requirements
for Evacuation and Life Safety

24-02-01-17 Carnivals

24-02-01-18 National Electrical Manufacturers Association
Enclosures

24-02-01-19 Inspection Fees

24-02-01-20 Severability

24-02-01-21 Examination and Annual License Fees

24-02-01-22 Continuing Education Requirements

24-82-81-81. Definitions. The terms used throughout this chapter
have the same meaning as in the National Electrical Code except:

1 11/98



4, Pmposc and scope. The purpose of these standards is the practical safeguarding of
persons and of buildings and building contents from clectrical hazards arising from the use
or_control of electricity for g% heat, power, and control thereof and of the fire detection
system. It covers the electrical conductors and equipment installed within or on public and
private buildings and other premises, including yards, carnival and parking lots, railroad

right of way and, also the conductors that supply street lighting, with the associated
equlpment necessary to its safe operation.

These standards, based on the National Electrical Code, are the resuit of years of
expmence and research to meet the demand for uniform standards to govern electrical
wiring in North Dakota, and provide basic rules for intelligent and uniform installation and
mspectxon

All requlremcnts contained herein must be given careful consideration to ensure greatest
permanence, convenience, and safety. These standards do not constitute a design
speczﬁcatxon for any particular installation, nor an instruction manual for untrained persons.
Skill and experience are necessary factors for a safe and adequate wiring installation. In
cages lwhere these requirements differ or are in conflict with the requirements of the 1999
edmon, National Electrical Code, the 1997 edition, Life Safety Code NFPA no. 101, and
apphcable articles in currently adopted state uniform building code pertaining to fire
detection, fire alarms, fire communications, and smoke detectors, the more restrictive
requitements shall be the minimum.

5. . Administrative powers and duties. The executive director of the North Dakota state
electncal board, under the direction of the board, shall admxmster laws rules and wmmy
st&ndards of this state, the elegtrical oo
Codg the 1997 edition, Life Safety Code NFPA 1. 101, and apphcable articles in
currently adopted state uniform building code pertaining to fire detection, fire alarms, fire
commumcatxons, and smoke detectors. In all cases where any action is taken by the
execuhve director to enforce the provisions of any s¢ctions contained in these electrical
regulahons, the 1999 edition, National Electrical Code, and the 1997 edition, Life Safety
Code{NFPA no. 101, such acts must be done in the name of and on behalf of the state.

The electrical regulations of these standards, the 1999 edition, National Electrical Code,
and the 1997 edition, Life Safety Code NFPA no. 101, may be modified or waived by
special permission in particular cases where such modification or waiver is specifically
permitted or in particular cases where an advancement in the technology of electricity
makes such modification or waiver advisable in the best interest of the people of North
Dikota. Such" special permission” must, in all cases, be obtained from the executive
dwemior in writing prior to the commencement of the work.

Whenevcr the board is authorized or mandated by law to inspect an electrical instailation,
the mpcctor has authority to enter upon land for the purpose of conductmg the inspection.
Except in emergency circumstances, the inspector shall request permission from the
property owner or agent prior to entering a dwelling, other building, or ather place so
enclosed as manifestly to exclude intruders. If'the land owner refuses to give permission,
the board may request the district court of the district containing the property for an order



NO. 2 ND State Electrical Board
April 7, 1999

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SB 2442
(Engrossed bill unavailable, so line numbers may vary)

Page 1, line 8, replace "railroad operations located on" with "installations of
railways for generation, transformation, transmission, or distribution
of power used exclusively for operation of rolling stock or
installations used exclusively for signaling and communications

purposes”
Page 1, line 9, remove "railroad right of way"

Renumber accordingly

F:\WP51\FORMS\FILLEDIN\LG\2442A2.A15



NO. 1 ND State Electrical Board
April 7, 1999

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SB 2442
(Engrossed bill unavailable, so line numbers may vary)

Page 1, line 1, replace "43-09-22" with "43-09-15"

Page 1, line 2, remove "relating to electrical installation inspections;"

Page 1, line 5, replace "43-09-22 of the 1997 Supplement to" with
"43-09-15 of"

Page 1, remove lines 7 through 17

Page 1, line 18, replace "2" with "1"

Page 1, line 19, replace "Notwithstanding sections 43-09-15 and 43-09-15.1,
any" with "Any"

Page 2, line 6, replace "3" with "2"

Page 2, line 8, replace "4" with "3"

‘ Renumber accordingly

F:\WPS1\FORMS\FILLEDIN\LG\2442A1.A15





