












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Bill or 
Resolution 

No. 

4049 

4050 

4051 

4053 

NDCC 
Citation 

4-02.1-18 

4-05.1-19 

4-19-01.2 

10-23-03.2 

10-32-156 

15-03-04 

Subject Matter (Committee) 

Study the feasibility and desirability of 
revising the sections of the North Dakota 
Century Code which relate to sexual 
offenses (Criminal Justice Committee) 

Study taxation and regulatory incentives 
for the lignite industry in order to improve 
its competitive position in the energy 
marketplace (Taxation Committee) 

Study the desirability of requiring that a 
core curriculum be taught from kinder
garten through grade 12; and if deter
mined to be desirable, develop a core 
curriculum or endorse an existing core 
curriculum for delivery to each school 
child, regardless of where the child 
resides; and determine the feasibility and 
desirability of requiring the state to 
assume all costs of delivering that core 
curriculum to each school child (Education 
Services Committee) 

Study the prevention of and dispositional 
alternatives to juvenile crime with a focus 
on services offered to American Indian 
children (Criminal Justice Committee) 

Subject Matter (Committee) 

Receive annual audit report from State 
Fair Association (Legislative Audit and 
Fiscal Review Committee) 

Receive report from Agricultural 
Research Board on its annual evalua
tion of research activities and expendi
tures (Commerce and Agriculture 
Committee) 

Approve use of moneys deposited in 
State Forester reserve account (Budget 
Section) 

Receive annual audit report from corpo
ration receiving ethyl alcohol or 
methanol production subsidy (legisla
tive Audit and Fiscal Review 
Committee) 

Receive annual audit report from any 
limited liability company that produces 
agricultural ethanol alcohol or methanol 
in this state and which receives a 
production subsidy from the state 
(legislative Audit and Fiscal Review 
Committee) 

Approve any purchase of commercial or 
residential property by the Board of 
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NDCC 
Citation 

15-10-12.1 

15-10-18 

15-22-01.1 

15-34.1-12.1 

18-11-15 

20.1-02-05.1 

25-04-02.2 

25-04-17 

25-04-20 

26.1-45.1-07 

26.1-50-05 

28-32-02 

Subject Matter (Committee) 

University and School Lands as sole 
owner (Budget Section) 

Approve any gift of a higher education 
facility (Budget Section) 

Approve nonresident student tuition 
fees (Budget Section) 

Acknowledge receipt of county plan 
assigning duties of county superinten
dent of schools (Education Services 
Committee) 

Receive report from Superintendent of 
Public Instruction regarding the home 
schooling of children with autism (effec
tive until July 1, 1999) (Education Serv
ices Committee) 

Receive notice from a firefighters relief 
association concerning service benefits 
paid under a special schedule 
(Employee Benefits Programs 
Committee) 

Approve comprehensive statewide land 
acquisition plan established by director 
of the Game and Fish Department and 
every land acquisition of more than 10 
acres or exceeding $10,000 by Game 
and Fish Department (Budget Section) 

Authorize Developmental Center at 
Westwood Park, Grafton, to provide 
services under contract with a govern
mental or nongovernmental person 
(Budget Section) 

Receive report on writeoff of patients' 
accounts at Developmental Center at 
Westwood Park, Grafton (Legislative 
Audit and Fiscal Review Committee) 

Approve sale, lease, or other manage
ment of the property of Westwood Park 
by the Westwood Park Assets Manage
ment Committee (Budget Section) 

Receive annual report from Commis
sioner of Insurance on the progress of 
the partnership for long-term care 
program (Insurance and Health Care 
Committee) 

Receive annual audited financial state
ment and report from North Dakota low 
risk incentive fund (Legislative Audit 
and Fiscal Review Committee) 

Approve extension of time for adminis
trative agencies to adopt rules (Admin
istrative Rules Committee) 



NDCC 
Citation 

28-32-02 

28-32-02 

28-32-03.3 

28-32-15 

36-01-08.3 

46-02-04 

49-21-22.1 

50-06-01.8 

50-06-05.1 

50-06.3-08 

50-09-29 

52-02-17 

Subject Matter (Committee) 

Establish standard procedures for 
administrative agency compliance with 
notice requirements of proposed rule
making (Administrative Rules 
Committee) 

Establish procedure to distribute copies 
of administrative agency filings of notice 
of proposed rulemaking (Administrative 
Rules Committee) 

Determine whether an administrative 
rule is void and suspend the rule 
(Administrative Rules Committee) 

Receive notice of appeal of an adminis
trative agency's rulemaking action 
(Administrative Rules Committee) 

Receive annual report from the State 
Board of Animal Health (Commerce 
and Agriculture Committee) 

Determine contents of contracts for 
printing of legislative bills, resolutions, 
and journals (Legislative Management 
Committee) 

Review operation and effect of North 
Dakota telecommunications law (Regu
latory Reform Review Commission) 

Approve termination of any waiver 
obtained by the Department of Human 
Services for the training, education, 
employment, and management (TEEM) 
program or the demonstration project to 
combine the benefits under the aid to 
families with dependent children, 
temporary assistance for needy 
families, fuel assistance, and food 
stamp programs (Welfare Reform 
Committee) 

Approve termination of federal food 
stamp or energy assistance program 
(Budget Section) 

Receive annual report from the Depart
ment of Human Services on writeoff of 
recipients' or patients' accounts (Legis
lative Audit and Fiscal Review 
Committee) 

Approve revised administration of the 
temporary assistance for needy families 
program by the Department of Human 
Services (Welfare Reform Committee) 

Receive report from Job Service North 
Dakota on condition of job insurance 
trust fund if balance is projected to go 
below $40,000,000 (Budget Section) 
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NDCC 
Citation 

52-02-18 

54-03-26 

54-06-26 

54-10-01 

54-10-01 

54-10-13 

54-10-15 

54-14-03.1 

54-16-04 

54-16-04 

54-16-04.1 

54-16-04.2 

54-27-22 

Subject Matter (Committee) 

Receive report of biennial performance 
audit of the divisions of Job Service 
North Dakota (Legislative Audit and 
Fiscal Review Committee) 

Determine the fee payable by legisla
tors for use of personal computers 
(Legislative Management Committee) 

Establish guidelines defining reason
able and appropriate use of state tele
phones by legislative branch personnel 
(Legislative Management Committee) 

Determine frequency of audits of state 
agencies (Legislative Audit and Fiscal 
Review Committee) 

Determine necessary performance 
audits by State Auditor (Legislative 
Audit and Fiscal Review Committee) 

Determine when State Auditor is to 
perform audits of political subdivisions 
(Legislative Audit and Fiscal Review 
Committee) 

Order the State Auditor to audit or 
review the accounts of any political 
subdivision (Legislative Audit and Fiscal 
Review Committee) 

Receive reports on fiscal irregularities 
(Budget Section) 

Approve transfers of money or 
spending authority which would elimi
nate or make impossible accomplish
ment of a program or objective funded 
by the Legislative Assembly (Budget 
Section) 

Approve transfers exceeding $50,000 
from one fund or line item to another 
unless necessary to comply with court 
order or to avoid imminent threat to 
safety or imminent financial loss to the 
state (Budget Section) 

Approve Emergency Commission 
authorization of any state officer to 
spend federal moneys not appropriated 
by the Legislative Assembly (Budget 
Section) 

Approve Emergency Commission 
authorization of a state officer to 
receive moneys from any source for 
new or existing programs .(Budget 
Section) 

Approve use of capital improvements 
planning revolving fund (Budget 
Section) 



NDCC 
Citation 

54-27-23 

54-27.2-03 

54-34.3-04 

54-35-02 

54-35-02 

54-35-02 

54-35-02.2 

54-35-02.4 

54-35-02.6 

54-35-02.7 

54-35-02.8 

54-35-11 

54-35-15 

54-35-18, 
54-35-18.2 

Subject Matter (Committee) 

Approve use of cash flow financing 
(Budget Section) 

Receive report on transfers of funds 
from the budget stabilization fund to the 
state general fund to offset projected 
decrease in general fund revenues 
(Budget Section) 

Receive annual reports from the 
Department of Economic Development 
and Finance on loan performance and 
performance of the department 
(Commerce and Agriculture Committee) 

Review uniform laws recommended by 
Commission on Uniform State Laws 
(Judiciary Committee) 

Establish guidelines for use of legisla
tive chambers and displays in Memorial 
Hall (Legislative Management 
Committee) 

Determine access to legislative infor
mation services and impose fees for 
providing legislative information serv
ices and copies of legislative docu
ments (Legislative Management 
Committee) 

Study and review audit reports 
submitted by the State Auditor (Legisla
tive Audit and Fiscal Review 
Committee) 

Review legislative measures and 
proposals affecting public employees 
retirement programs and health and 
retiree health plans (Employee Benefits 
Programs Committee) 

Study and review administrative rules 
and related statutes (Administrative 
Rules Committee) 

Overview of the Garrison Diversion 
Project and related matters (Garrison 
Diversion Overview Committee) 

As the Legislative Ethics Committee
Consider or prepare a legislative code 
of ethics (Legislative Management 
Committee) 

Make arrangements for 1999 session 
(Legislative Management Committee) 

Study emerging technology and 
evaluate its impact on the state's 
system of information technology (Infor
mation Technology Committee) 

Study the impact of competition on the 
generation, transmission, and 
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NDCC 
Citation Subject Matter (Committee) 

distribution of electric energy within this 
state (Electric Utilities Committee) 

54-35.2-02 Study local government structure, fiscal 
and other powers and functions of local 
governments, relationships between 
and among local governments and the 
state or any other government, alloca
tion of state and local resources, and 
interstate issues involving local govern
ments (Advisory Commission on Inter
governmental Relations) 

54-35.2-02.1 Administer grants to political subdivi
sions for projects to improve efficiency 
of local governments (Advisory 
Commission on Intergovernmental 
Relations) 

54-35.2-02.1 Receive annual report from the Advi
sory Commission on Intergovernmental 
Relations on planning grants adminis
tered by the commission (Budget 
Section) 

54-40-01 Approve any agreement between a 
North Dakota state entity and South 
Dakota to form a bistate authority 
(Budget Committee on Government 
Services) 

54-44.1-07 Prescribe form of budget information 
prepared by the director of the budget 
(Budget Section) 

54-44.1-12.1 Object to any allotment by the director 
of the budget, any expenditure of a 
budget unit, or any failure to make an 
allotment or expenditure if the action or 
failure to act is contrary to legislative 
intent (Budget Section) 

54-44.1-13.1 Approve reduction of budgets due to 
initiative or referendum action (Budget 
Section) 

54-44.2-02 Receive annual report from Information 
Services Division regarding the coordi
nation of information technology serv
ices with political subdivisions 
(Information Technology Committee) 

54-44.2-11 Receive reports from director of Infor
mation Services Division and the 
Commissioner of the Board of Higher 
Education regarding areas for coordi
nated information technology systems 
(Information Technology Committee) 

54-44.2-12 Receive report from Information Serv
ices Division with respect to state entity 
noncompliance with statewide informa
tion technology policies and standards 



NDCC 
Citation 

54-52.1-08.2 

54-56-03 

65-02-03.3 

65-02-08 

65-02-13.1 

65-02-29 

65-02-30 

65-06.2-09 

65-08.1-02 

Subject Matter (Committee) 

(Legislative Audit and Fiscal Review 
Committee) 

Approve terminology adopted by Public 
Employees Retirement Board to comply 
with federal requirements (Employee 
Benefits Programs Committee) 

Approve grants, not otherwise specifi
cally approved by the Legislative 
Assembly, distributed by the Children's 
Services Coordinating Committee to 
children's services organizations and 
programs (Budget Section) 

Receive annual report from director of 
the Workers Compensation Bureau and 
the chairman of the Workers Compen
sation Board of Directors (Legislative 
Audit and Fiscal Review Committee) 

Approve fee schedules for medical ~nd 
hospital services proposed for adopt1on 
by the Workers Compensation Bureau 
(Administrative Rules Committee) 

Receive annual report from the 
Workers Compensation Bureau 
regarding any reinsurance contract by 
the bureau (Budget Section) 

Receive report from director of the 
Workers Compensation Bureau and the 
auditor regarding the biennial perform
ance audit of the Workers Compensa
tion Bureau (Legislative Audit and 
Fiscal Review Committee) 

Receive report from director of the 
Workers Compensation Bureau, 
chairman of the Workers Compensation 
Bureau Board of Directors, and the 
auditor regarding the biennial perform
ance audit of the Workers Compensa
tion Bureau (Legislative Audit and 
Fiscal Review Committee) 

Receive report from Workers Compen
sation Bureau regarding its safety audit 
of Roughrider Industries work programs 
and its performance audit of the modi
fied workers' compensation coverage 
program (effective until July 1, 2003) 
(Commerce and Agriculture Committee) 

Authorize establishment of casualty 
insurance organization to provide extra
territorial workers' compensation insur
ance (Budget Section) 
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1989 Session 
Laws Citation 

Chapter25 

1997 Session 
Laws Citation 

Chapter4 § 4 

Chapter 1 0 § 8 

Chapter 12 § 7 

Chapter 12 § 9 

Chapter 12 § 19 

Chapter 12 § 19 

Chapter 12 § 19 

Chapter 12 § 25 

Chapter 12 § 28 

Subject Matter (Committee) 

Administer legislative wing and 
Capitol Grounds improvements 
appropriation (legislative Manage
ment Committee) 

Subject Matter (Committee) 

Approve various line item transfers by 
the State Auditor (Budget Section) 

Receive a report from the Insurance 
Commissioner regarding actions 
taken to stabilize the distribution of 
insurance payments to fire districts 
(Budget Section) 

Receive report from human service 
centers, the State Hospital, and the 
Developmental Center on the hiring of 
any additional full-time equivalent 
positions in addition to those author
ized by the Legislative Assembly 
(Budget Section; Budget Committee 
on Government Services) 

Approve expenditure of the welfare 
reform contingency (Budget Section) 

Approve expenditures by the Depart
ment of Human Services exceeding 
authorized costs for certain computer 
development projects (Budget 
Section) 

Approve waiver of certain require
ments of the Department of Human 
Services in its reforming and 
enhancing services for the people of 
North Dakota (RESPOND) and TEEM 
projects (Budget Section) 

Receive periodic reports from the 
Department of Human Services on 
the status of the development of the 
RESPOND computer system (Budget 
Section) 

Receive report from the Department 
of Human Services concerning 
federal waivers to develop a pilot 
project for low-income parents 
providing services to developmentally 
disabled adult children (Budget 
Section) 

Receive report from the Department 
of Human Services regarding human 
service center, State Hospital, and 
Developmental Center block grant 
accountability (Budget Section) 



1997 Session 
Laws Citation Subject Matter (Committee) 

Chapter 12 § 29 Approve establishment of a traumatic 
brain injury program by the Develop
mental Center (Budget Section) 

Chapter 12 § 30 Receive periodic reports from the 
Department of Human Services 
regarding the welfare fraud detection 
programs (Budget Section) · 

Chapter 12 § 31 Receive periodic reports from the 
Department of Human Services 
regarding the evaluation of welfare 
reform (Welfare Reform Committee) 

Chapter 13 § 9 Receive report from the Superinten
dent of Public Instruction regarding 
any transfer of positions to the Divi
sion of Independent Study from other 
divisions of the Department of Public 
Instruction (Budget Section) 

Chapter 13 § 1 0 Receive report from Leadership in 
Education Consortium on training 
programs for teachers and education 
administrators developed in coopera
tion with the teacher learning centers 
(Education Services Committee) 

Chapter 15 § 3 Approve expenditure exceeding 
$50,000 of income in excess of esti
mated income appropriated to the 
Office of Management and Budget 
(Budget Section) 

Chapter 15 § 4 Approve various line item transfers by 
the director of the Office of Manage
ment and Budget (Budget Section) 

Chapter 15 § 13 Approve any state agency 
termination, reprioritization, or start of 
a program for which federal funding 
has been terminated, reduced, or 
started (Budget Section) 

Chapter 15 § 17 Receive report from the Office of 
Management and Budget concerning 
state employee compensation issues 
(Budget Committee on Government 
Services) 

Chapter 15 § 18 Receive report from the Office of 
Management and Budget and the 
Public Employees Retirement System 
concerning pension portability 
(Employee Benefits Programs 
Committee) 

Chapter 15 § 26 Approve college or university expen
diture of more than $50,000 from 
internal service funds except for 
mandatory transfers for servrcmg 
related debt and routine operating 
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1997 Session 
Laws Citation Subject Matter (Committee) 

expenditures associated with the 
funds (Budget Section) 

Chapter 22 § 4 Receive a report from the State 
Historical Board on its evaluation of 
the services, programs, and adminis
trative structure of the State Historical 
Society (Budget Section) 

Chapter 23 § 6 Approve certain line item transfers by 
the Parks and Recreation Department 
(Budget Section) 

Chapter 26 § 3 Receive report from the Workers 
Compensation Bureau regarding the 
expenditure of the $350,000 provided 
for critical salary adjustments (Budget 
Section) 

Chapter 32 § 11 Receive report from any higher 
education institution that spends local 
funds in excess of the local funds 
appropriated to the institution (Budget 
Section) 

Chapter 32 § 16 Receive periodic reports from the 
Board of Higher Education regarding 
the board's allocations for salaries 
and wages and technology (Budget 
Section) 

Chapter 32 § 17 Receive periodic reports from the 
State Board for Vocational and Tech
nical Education on its progress in 
coordinating statewide access to work 
force training programs (Commerce 
and Agriculture Committee; Education 
Services Committee) 

Chapter 36 § 3 Receive periodic reports from the 
commandant of the Veterans' Home 
regarding development of a corrective 
plan of action to improve the home's 
management, budget, and accounting 
functions (Budget Section) 

Chapter 40 § 4 Approve certain line item transfers by 
the Highway Patrol (Budget Section) 

Chapter 41 § 2 Approve certain line item transfers by 
the director of the Department of 
Transportation (Budget Section) 

Chapter 41 § 4 Receive a report from the Department 
of Transportation regarding its evalua
tion of continued use of its 1978 
Cessna airplane (Budget Section) 

Chapter 42 § 4 Approve certain line item transfers by 
the Commissioner of the Board of 
University and School Lands (Budget 
Section) 



1997 Session 
Laws Citation Subject Matter (Committee) 

Chapter 43 § 2 Approve statewide grants, in addition 
to grants specifically approved by the 
Legislative Assembly, for services to 
children with serious emotional disor
ders (Budget Section) 

Chapter 43 § 6 Receive a report from the Children's 
Services Coordinating Committee 
regarding its plan to reduce the 
administrative costs of the regional 
and tribal children's services coordi
nating committees (Budget Section) 

Chapter 45 § 2 Approve transfers of appropriation 
authority by the director of the Depart
ment of Corrections and Rehabilita
tion (Budget Section) 

Chapter 45 § 3 Approve certain line item transfers by 
the Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation (Budget Section) 

Chapter 48 § 4 Receive statement from any ethanol 
plant receiving production incentives 
from the state regarding whether the 
plant produced a profit from its opera
tion in the preceding fiscal year 
(Budget Section) 

Chapter 49 § 7 Receive periodic reports from the 
State Board for Vocational and Tech
nical Education on its progress in 
coordinating statewide access to work 
force training programs (Commerce 
and Agriculture Committee; Education 
Services Committee) 

Chapter 50 § 6 Receive periodic reports from the vice 
president of agricultural affairs at 
North Dakota State University 
regarding salary and wage allocations 
(Budget Section) 

Chapter 56 § 1 Receive report from Agricultural 
Experiment Station on its study of 
feasibility and desirability of industrial 
hemp production in this state 
(Commerce and Agriculture 
Committee) 

Chapter 511 § 1 Receive notice from the State Water 
Commission if conditions are met for 
the commission to issue bonds to 
finance an outlet from Devils Lake 
and the state water development 
program (Budget Section) 

Chapter 527 § 7 Receive report from Workers 
Compensation Bureau regarding its 
study of its wage-loss benefits struc
ture (Commerce and Agriculture 
Committee) 
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1997 Session 
Laws Citation Subject Matter (Committee) 

Hold legislative hearings required to 
receive block grants or other federal 
moneys (Budget Section) 

Chapter 582 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ASSIGNMENTS 
The following table identifies additional assignments 

by the Legislative Council or the Legislative Council 
chairman to interim committees. 

Responsibility Interim 
Receive reports from Job Service Commerce and 
North Dakota relating to any admin- Agriculture 
istrative changes, statutory changes, 
and changes in the unemployment 
insurance tax structure that may be 
proposed by Job Service for consid-
eration by the 1999 Legislative 
Assembly 

Review current laws and rules on Commerce and 
animal confinement feeding opera- Agriculture 
tions in this state 

Receive reports from the Governor Insurance and 
and the Department of Human Serv- Health Care 
ices on the children's health insur-
ance program (CHIP) 

Conduct public hearings on state- Judiciary 
wide primary and general election 
ballot measures 

Study the authority of the Attorney Judiciary 
General to enter contingent fee 
agreements with private attorneys 

Study the application of the farm Taxation 
building property tax exemption 

Study the assessment of agricultural Taxation 
property and inundated lands 

STUDY MEASURES NOT PRIORITIZED 
The following table lists the study directives not priori

tized by the Legislative Council for study during the 
1997-98 interim under authority of North Dakota Century 
Code Section 54-35-03. The subject matter of many of 
these measures is the same or similar to the subject 
matter of studies that were given priority or of study 
assignments by the Legislative Council. 

Bill or 
Resolution 

No. 
1015 § 20 

Subject Matter 
Study the utilization of telemedicine in this 
and other states, and the desirability of 
adopting any amendments to the profes
sional licensing laws and other laws which 
will facilitate the development of 



Bill or 
Resolution 

No. 

1024 § 2 

2064 § 15 

Subject Matter 
telemedicine while preserving the quality of 
health care 

Study the coordination of efforts of the 
Department of Tourism, Department of 
Parks and Recreation, Department of 
Economic Development and Finance, State 
Historical Society, and Council on the Arts 
to max1m1ze their effectiveness by 
providing unified services to enhance the 
state's public image 

Study the feasibility and desirability of 
including the Extension Service and 
research centers appropriations in the 
same appropriations bill as other entities of 
the University System 

2064 § 16 Study alternative methods of governing 
and delivering soil conservation services in 
the state 

3008 Study the emergency medical services 
system to ensure the continued viability of 
this state's rural emergency medical 
services 

3020 Study airline service in this state 

3028 Study the feasibility and desirability of 
establishing a state department of 
commerce 

3034 Study the impact of divorce on children and 
issues of equity and fairness as they relate 
to custody determinations, visitation orders, 
and child support obligations 

3035 Study the criteria and the manner in which 
the criteria is applied by the Education 
Standards and Practices Board in certifying 
teachers, in approving teacher preparation 
programs, and in developing a professional 
code of ethics, conduct, and performance 

3038 Study assessment and taxation of mobile 
homes, park model trailers, recreational 
vehicles, and similar housing alternatives 

3039 Study the relationship between state 
general fund revenue gains from economic 
growth and losses from providing income 
tax incentives for investment in value
added agricultural processing 

3040 Study the truancy laws of this state and 
whether there are sufficient options and 
alternatives available to schools and school 
districts that have high incidences of 
truancy 

3047 Study the current standards for the 
accreditation of elementary and secondary 
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Bill or 
Resolution 

No. 

3049 

4004 

4014 

4020 

4021 

4023 

4026 

4037 

4038 

Subject Matter 
schools in this state, the method by which 
accreditation standards are adopted, the 
fiscal impact of accreditation standards, 
and the feasibility and desirability of 
waiving standards if student performance 
levels exceed a designated score 

Study additional improvements to the legis
lative process that ensure an accessible, 
productive citizen legislature 

Study methods through which North 
Dakota and South Dakota can collaborate 
to deliver government services more 
efficiently 

Study the feasibility and desirability of 
restructuring county government (referred 
for study to the Advisory Commission on 
Intergovernmental Relations) 

Study and develop a long-term plan for the 
investigatory and penological support 
mechanisms of the criminal justice system 
(including a review of placing the State 
Crime Laboratory with the Attorney 
General per SB 2004 § 29) 

Study participation in the Teachers' Fund 
for Retirement by retired persons who have 
resumed teaching 

Study the process of privatization and 
contracting for public sector services 

Study the feasibility and desirability of 
establishing a statewide domestic violence 
task force to address domestic violence 
prevention issues and adopt a statewide 
domestic violence prevention strategy 

Study the feasibility and desirability of 
licensing high pressure boiler operators, 
including which state agency would 
manage a state licensing process, the fees 
necessary to fund a licensing program, 
whether adequate training opportunities 
exist to support licensing, and whether any 
other state has a boiler licensing program 
with which this state could join 

Study the effectiveness of methods to 
improve advocacy programs administered 
by the Department of Human Services and 
the feasibility and desirability of merging 
those advocacy programs, including the 
vulnerable adult protective services 
program, into the protection and advocacy 
program (including the feasibility and 
potential savings of sharing office space 
with other state agencies per HB 1014 § 2) 



Bill or 
Resolution 

No. 
4040 

4042 

4043 

4044 

4046 

Subject Matter 
Study the feasibility and desirability of 
implementing a prepaid college tuition 
program 

Study the use of "abuse," "neglect," and 
"exploitation" in the North Dakota Century 
Code 

Study the issue of insurance brokers acting 
as consultants and the public policy of 
prohibiting insurance consultants from 
collecting commissions, consulting fees, 
and policy fees 

Study ways of improving the filing of agri
cultural liens so losses resulting from 
incomplete or inaccurate information can 
be reduced 

Study the role of the State Board for Voca
tional and Technical Education in work 
force training and retraining to determine 
whether the current organizational struc
ture of the board is adequate to ensure 
continued leadership in readying the state's 
citizens for a globally competitive market
place, and to determine the adequacy of 
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Bill or 
Resolution 

No. 

4048 

4052 

4054 

4055 

Subject Matter 
funding for the board and for vocational 
and technical education in this state 

Study the interrelationship of the postjudg
ment issues of child support and visitation, 
including the accountability of both parents 
to honor divorce orders and the develop
ment of a parenting education program that 
addresses the impact of divorce on 
children 

Study occupational and professional 
licensing entities with an emphasis on 
methods to privatize licensing entities 

Study whether the Department of Human 
Services should reimburse qualified service 
providers who provide assistive technology 
devices and services to individuals with 
disabilities 

Study the potential for expansion of 
extended area telecommunications service 
(referred for study to the Regulatory 
Reform Review Commission) 



1999 NORTH DAKOTA LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
BILL AND RESOLUTION SUMMARIES 

HOUSE 
House Bill No. 1023 - Administrative Rules 

Sunsetting. This bill provides that an administrative rule 
will be effective only until August 1 after the next regular 
legislative session following the effective date of the rule 
unless the Administrative Rules Committee designates 
the rule as procedural or interpretive. (Administrative 
Rules Committee) 

House Bill No. 1024 - Rules Review. This bill 
allows the Administrative Rules Committee to call up 
administrative rules for review, and those rules would be 
subject to the authority of the committee to file an objec
tion or to void the rule. (Administrative Rules 
Committee) 

House Bill No. 1025 - State Regulatory Program 
Rule Relevancy. This bill provides that an agency may 
not adopt rules from federal guidelines which are not 
relevant to state regulatory programs. (Administrative 
Rules Committee) 

House Bill No. 1026- Agency Rulemaking Author
ity. This bill provides that an agency may adopt an 
administrative rule only when the rule falls within an area 
in which the agency has been specifically required or 
authorized to adopt rules. The bill requires the Adminis
trative Rules Committee to review statutory rulemaking 
authority of each administrative agency to seek to limit 
administrative rulemaking to areas in which specific 
requirement or authorization of rulemaking exists. 
(Administrative Rules Committee) 

House Bill No. 1027 - Child Support Contribution 
Trust. This bill authorizes courts to order a child support 
obligee to put a portion of the child support contribution 
into trust for the child's support and welfare. (Child 
Support Committee) 

House Bill No. 1028 - Child Support and 
Employee Benefits. This bill provides that for purposes 
of determining gross income for purposes of establish
ing child support, gross income does not include an 
employee benefit if the employee may not lawfully liqui
date the benefit without an income tax penalty and if the 
employee has no significant influence or control over the 
nature or amount of the benefit. (Child Support 
Committee) 

House Bill No. 1029 - Child Support and Income 
From Overtime and Second Jobs. This bill authorizes 
courts to exclude an obligor's income from overtime and 
second jobs from the determination of gross income for 
purposes of establishing child support. (Child Support 
Committee) 

House Bill No. 1030 -Child Fatality Review Panel 
Access to School Records. This bill requires a public 
or private institution offering elementary or secondary 
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education to disclose records to the child fatality review 
panel or a coroner. (Criminal Justice Committee) 

House Bill No. 1031 - Felonious Registered 
Offender's Driver's License. This bill requires the 
letter "Y" to be placed on the driver's license of a felo
nious sexual offender and an individual who has 
committed a felony against a child. (Criminal Justice 
Committee) 

House Bill No. 1032- First Simple Assault Excep
tion From Data Base. This bill excepts a child from 
being listed in the law enforcement data base as the 
result of that child's first adjudication for simple assault. 
(Criminal Justice Committee) 

House Bill No. 1033 - School District Grade 
Levels. This bill requires each school district to offer all 
educational grade levels from 1 through 12 before July 1, 
2002, or become attached, through reorganization or 
dissolution, to a district that does offer those grade 
levels. (Education Finance Committee) 

House Bill No. 1034 - NDCC Title 15 Revision. 
This bill rewrites those portions of Title 15 which relate to 
the State Board of Public School Education, the Superin
tendent of Public Instruction, the Department of Public 
Instruction, the Compact for Education, the North Dakota 
Educational Telecommunications Council, schools, 
school districts, military installation school districts, 
school boards, county committees, county superinten
dents of schools, school district boundaries, students, 
chemical abuse prevention programs, postsecondary 
enrollment options programs, and adult education. 
(Education Services Committee) 

House Bill No. 1035 - NDCC Title 15 Cross
Reference Reconciliation. This bill reconciles refer
ences to Title 15 found in other portions of the Century 
Code. (Education Services Committee) 

House Bill No. 1036- Public Service Commission 
and Year 2000. This bill authorizes the Public Service 
Commission to request from any North Dakota electric, 
gas, telephone, or pipeline public utility and generation 
and transmission rural electric distribution cooperative 
information on activities by that utility or cooperative to 
ensure that the year 2000 computer problem is 
addressed in a timely manner. (Electric Utilities 
Committee) 

House Bill No. 1037 - Year 2000 Computer 
Compliance Immunity. This bill limits state and political 
subdivision liability for failure to become year 2000 
compliant. (Information Technology Committee) 

House Bill No. 1038- Ambulance Service Grants. 
This bill provides that the formula used by the State 
Department of Health to distribute equipment grants to 



ambulance services for prehospital emergency medical 
services equipment must consider the ambulance serv
ices' expenses that are not dependent on response 
volume. The bill also appropriates $3,800,000 to the 
State Department of Health for the purpose of defraying 
expenses of prehospital emergency medical services. 
(Insurance and Health Care Committee) 

House Bill No. 1039 - Prehospital Emergency 
Medical Services. This bill requires insurance compa
nies, nonprofit health service corporations, and health 
maintenance organizations that provide coverage for 
prehospital emergency medical services to determine 
reimbursement eligibility for those services based on a 
prudent layperson standard of evaluating the need for 
the services. (Insurance and Health Care Committee) 

House Bill No. 1040 - Hail Suppression Pilot 
Program. This bill provides for a six-year, statewide hail 
suppression program and appropriates $3,100,000 to the 
State Water Commission for the purpose of imple
menting the first two years of the program. (Insurance 
and Health Care Committee) 

House Bill No. 1041 -Games of Chance Conduct 
and Play. This bill removes statutory provisions on the 
conduct and play of games of chance; allows the 
Gaming Commission to adopt the rules for those games; 
and authorizes the Gaming Commission to adopt rules to 
permit an organization to conduct certain poker varia
tions in addition to traditional straight poker. (Judiciary 
Committee) 

House Bill No. 1042 - Clerk of Court Filing Fees. 
This bill imposes a new fee for four types of filings-an 
$80 fee for petition for subsequent administration, an 
$80 fee for filing a trust registration, an $80 fee for a peti
tion for allowance of a trustee's annual report or other 
remedies, and a $10 fee for filing a guardian's annual 
report-and increases from $10 to $80 the fee for filing a 
foreign judgment or decree. (Judiciary Committee) 

House Bill No. 1043 - Housing Discrimination. 
This bill repeals the current housing discrimination stat
utes, creates new housing discrimination laws, provides 
a procedure for filing a housing discrimination claim, 
provides remedies, and designates the Labor Depart
ment as the agency responsible for receiving and investi
gating housing discrimination claims. (Judiciary 
Committee) 

House Bill No. 1044- Twentieth Century Statutory 
References. This bill removes references to the 
twentieth century in statutory forms and removes anti
quated and gender-specific language. (Judiciary 
Committee) 

House Bill No. 1045- Technical Corrections. This 
bill eliminates inaccurate or obsolete name and statutory 
references or superfluous language in the North Dakota 
Century Code. (Judiciary Committee) 

House Bill No. 1046 - State Agency Service 
Contracts. This bill prohibits a state agency or institu
tion from contracting for services to be provided to the 
agency or institution in the current biennium if the 
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contract provides for payment for the services to extend 
beyond the current biennium. (Legislative Audit and 
Fiscal Review Committee) 

House Bill No. 1047 - Beginning Farmer 
Revolving Loan Fund. This bill transfers the assets, 
liabilities, and fund equity of the beginning farmer 
revolving loan fund to the Bank of North Dakota on 
July 1, 1999. (Legislative Audit and Fiscal Review 
Committee) 

House Bill No. 1048- Centralized Debt Collection. 
This bill establishes a centralized debt collection unit 
within the State Treasurer's office. (Legislative Audit and 
Fiscal Review Committee) 

House Bill No. 1049- Audit Report Confidentiality. 
This bill provides that state agency and institution finan
cial audit reports, financial-related audit reports, or 
performance audit reports prepared by the State Audi
tor's office or a private firm under contract with the State 
Auditor's office are confidential until the reports are 
presented to the Legislative Audit and Fiscal Review 
Committee. (Legislative Audit and Fiscal Review 
Committee) 

House Bill No. 1050 -Regulatory Reform Review 
Commission. This bill extends the duration of the 
Regulatory Reform Review Commission to the year 
2003. (Regulatory Reform Review Commission) 

House Bill No. 1051 -Charitable Property Special 
Assessments for Fire, Police, and Infrastructure 
Costs. This bill allows imposition of special assess
ments by cities against tax-exempt property of charitable 
organizations for the proportionate share of costs of 
police and fire protection and infrastructure expenditures 
paid from the city's budget. The bill limits the amount 
that may be levied against subject properties based on 
comparison of the value of those properties to the value 
of taxable property in the city. (Taxation Committee) 

House Bill No. 1052 - Homestead Credit Income 
Limits. This bill increases income limits for eligibility for 
the homestead credit by $500 in each of the five income 
categories. (Taxation Committee) 

House Bill No. 1053 - Beginning Farmer Farm 
Buildings Property Tax Exemption. This bill allows 
beginning farmers to qualify for the farm buildings prop
erty tax exemption. (Taxation Committee) 

House Bill No. 1054 - Farm Buildings Property 
Tax Exemption Application. This bill eliminates 
consideration in farm buildings tax exemption decisions 
of the criteria established by the North Dakota Supreme 
Court in 1977. The bill provides that buildings are not 
eligible for the exemption if they are primarily used for 
processing to produce a value-added physical or 
chemical change in an agricultural commodity beyond 
the ordinary handling of that commodity by a farmer 
before sale. (Taxation Committee) 

House Bill No. 1055 - Exempt Farm Buildings 
Assessment. This bill provides that property tax
exempt farm buildings or residences do not have to be 
assessed. (Taxation Committee) 



House Concurrent Resolution No. 3001 - Gero
psychiatric Training Study. This resolution provides 
for a Legislative Council study of the expansion of 
psychiatric and geropsychiatric training for general prac
tice and family practice physicians at the University of 
North Dakota School of Medicine and Health Sciences. 
(Budget Committee on Long-Term Care) 

House Concurrent Resolution No. 3002 
American Indian Long-Term Care Study. This resolu
tion provides for a Legislative Council study of American 
Indian long-term care and case management needs. 
(Budget Committee on Long-Term Care) 

House Concurrent Resolution No. 3003 - Senior 
Mill Levy Match Study. This resolution provides for a 
Legislative Council study to determine if the mill levy 
match program could be expanded to enhance home 
and community-based service availability. (Budget 
Committee on Long-Term Care) 

House Concurrent Resolution No. 3004 
Swing-Bed Process Study. This resolution provides for 
a Legislative Council study of the swing-bed process. 
(Budget Committee on Long-Term Care) 
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House Concurrent Resolution No. 3005 
Domestic Relations Pro Se Representation Study. 
This resolution provides for a Legislative Council study of 
the feasibility and desirability of facilitating pro se repre
sentation in domestic relations matters. (Child Support 
Committee) 

House Concurrent Resolution No. 3006 - State 
Bar Association of North Dakota Joint Task Force on 
Family Law. This resolution expresses approval of the 
actions taken by the State Bar Association of North 
Dakota Joint Task Force on Family Law to facilitate and 
promote mediation as a method of addressing family law 
matters. (Child Support Committee) 

House Concurrent Resolution No. 3007 - NDCC 
Title 15 Revision Study. This resolution provides for a 
Legislative Council study to continue the revision of 
those provisions of N DCC Title 15 which relate to 
elementary and secondary education. (Education Serv
ices Committee) 

House Concurrent Resolution No. 3008 
Multistate Lottery. This resolution proposes a constitu
tional amendment to permit the Legislative Assembly to 
provide by law for participation by the state in a 
multistate lottery. (Judiciary Committee) 



SENATE 

Senate Bill No. 2027 - Administrative Rulemaking 
Notice Publication. This bill requires administrative 
rulemaking notices to be published in each official county 
newspaper rather than in each daily newspaper. 
(Administrative Rules Committee) 

Senate Bill No. 2028 - Local Government Effi
ciency Planning Grant Program Repeal. This bill 
repeals the local government efficiency planning grant 
program administered by the Advisory Commission on 
Intergovernmental Relations. (Advisory Commission on 
Intergovernmental Relations) 

Senate Bill No. 2029 - Nonresident Tuition Rates. 
This bill eliminates the requirement that the Budget 
Section approve nonresident tuition rates proposed by 
the Board of Higher Education for state colleges and 
universities. (Budget Section) 

Senate Bill No. 2030 - University of North Dakota 
Campus Building Construction. This bill authorizes 
the University of North Dakota to construct a building for 
use as a university bookstore and other retail businesses 
and appropriates $4.5 million of other funds for the 
construction. (Budget Section) 

Senate Bill No. 2031 - Legislative Budget Commit
tee. This bill creates a Legislative Budget Committee 
under the Legislative Council to coordinate and direct 
activities involved in the development of budget recom
mendations during the interim and as needed during the 
legislative session to assist the Legislative Assembly in 
developing the final legislative budget. (Budget 
Committee on Government Finance) 

Senate Bill No. 2032 - Assistance for Adopted 
Children With Special Needs. This bill requires the 
Department of Human Services to pay the cost, in 
excess of the federal share, of assistance provided 
adopted children with special needs and related adminis
trative costs. (Budget Committee on Human Services) 

Senate Bill No. 2033 - Basic Care Rate Equaliza
tion. This bill repeals basic care rate equalization and 
changes the definition of a private pay resident to include 
a managed care entity as a payer excepted from rate 
equalization. (Budget Committee on Long-Term Care) 

Senate Bill No. 2034 - Alzheimer's and Related 
Dementia Pilot Projects. This bill authorizes the 
Department of Human Services to continue the approved 
Alzheimer's and related dementia population pilot 
projects during the 1999-2001 biennium. The bill also 
requires the department to monitor and report on the 
progress of the projects. (Budget Committee on Long
Term Care) 

Senate Bill No. 2035 - Geropsychiatric Nursing 
Unit. This bill provides an exception to the case mix 
system of nursing home reimbursement to allow for the 
establishment of one 14-bed geropsychiatric nursing unit 
within an existing nursing facility. (Budget Committee on 
Long-Term Care) 
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Senate Bill No. 2036 - Basic Care and Assisted 
Living Repeal. This bill repeals basic care and assisted 
living and creates an adult residential care facility classi
fication. The bill becomes effective July 1, 2001, to allow 
time for development of new rules, policies, and proce
dures. (Budget Committee on Long-Term Care) 

Senate Bill No. 2037 Targeted Case 
Management. This bill provides for the implementation 
of a targeted case management program and a require
ment that any Medicaid-eligible individual obtain a pread
mission assessment to determine the type of services 
necessary to maintain that individual. The bill also 
provides that the department is to monitor the results of 
the targeted case management program to determine if 
the program should be extended to all individuals. 
(Budget Committee on Long-Term Care) 

Senate Bill No. 2038 - Nursing Facility and Basic 
Care Bed Moratorium. This bill maintains the morato
rium on nursing facility and basic care beds through the 
1999-2001 biennium. The bill also provides an excep
tion to the basic care bed moratorium for the establish
ment of a traumatic brain-injured facility in western North 
Dakota. (Budget Committee on Long-Term Care) 

Senate Bill No. 2039 - Child Support Guidelines 
and Extended Visitation. This bill provides that the 
child support guidelines created by the Department of 
Human Services must include consideration of the length 
of time a minor child spends with the child's obligor 
parent. (Child Support Committee) 

Senate Bill No. 2040 - Parental Rights and Duties 
and Visitation. This bill provides parents with specific 
rights and duties and provides that courts must include 
these rights and duties in child visitation orders. The bill 
also allows courts, as a part of child visitation enforce
ment proceedings, to use any appropriate remedy that is 
available to enforce a child support order. (Child 
Support Committee) 

Senate Bill No. 2041 -School Construction Loans. 
This bill increases from $25 million to $40 million the limit 
for school construction loans made from the coal devel
opment trust. (Education Finance Committee) 

Senate Bill No. 2042 - School District Payments. 
This bill allows for the withholding of state aid payments 
to a school district if the school district fails to make full 
and timely payments on any evidences of indebtedness 
sold to the Bond Bank. (Education Finance Committee) 

Senate Bill No. 2043 - Information Technology 
Department. This bill establishes an information tech
nology department to be responsible for all telecommuni
cations selection for all state agencies and for counties, 
cities, and public elementary and secondary schools. 
The department replaces the Information Services Divi
sion. (Information Technology Committee) 

Senate Bill No. 2044 - Legislative Council Infor
mation Technology Committee. This bill statutorily 
establishes the Legislative Council Information 



Technology Committee, which is responsible for estab
lishing statewide goals and policy regarding information 
systems and technology, conducting studies of informa
tion technology efficiency and security, and reviewing the 
activities of the Information Technology Department. 
(Information Technology Committee) 

Senate Bill No. 2045 - Public Health Law Consoli
dation. This bill consolidates the public health law into 
one chapter of the code, unifies the powers and duties of 
local public health units, and requires statewide partici
pation in a public health unit. (Insurance and Health 
Care Committee) 

Senate Bill No. 2046 - Partnership for Long-Term 
Care Program Repeal. This bill repeals the North 
Dakota Century Code chapter authorizing the partner
ship for long-term care program. (Insurance and Health 
Care Committee) 

Senate Bill No. 2047 - Contingent Fee Arrange
ments. This bill provides that the Attorney General may 
not appoint a special assistant attorney general in a civil 
case in which the amount in controversy exceeds 
$150,000 and for which the special assistant attorney 
general is to be compensated by a contingent fee 
arrangement unless the arrangement is approved by the 
Emergency Commission. (Judiciary Committee) 

Senate Bill No. 2048 - North Dakota Stockmen's 
Association Fee Collection Procedures. This bill 
provides that fees collected for certain services of the 
North Dakota Stockmen's Association must be remitted 
to the State Treasurer for deposit in the North Dakota 
Stockmen's Association fund. The bill makes a 
continuing appropriation of the moneys in the fund to the 
North Dakota Stockmen's Association. (Judiciary 
Committee) 

Senate Bill No. 2049 - Safe Deposit Box Entry. 
This bill provides for an affidavit procedure whereby an 
interested person may have access to a safe deposit 
box after the death of the owner to determine if the box 
contains a will or other document that states the owner's 
wishes regarding funeral or burial arrangements. (Judi
ciary Committee) 

Senate Bill No. 2050 - Local Gaming Enforcement 
Grants. This bill provides for local gaming enforcement 
grants to be distributed based on the prior quarter's 
adjusted gross proceeds instead of the current quarter's 
adjusted gross proceeds. (Legislative Audit and Fiscal 
Review Committee) 

Senate Bill No. 2051 - School and Township 
Representation in City and County Property Tax 
Exemptions. This bill gives an affected school district or 
township the right to have a member participate as a 
nonvoting, ex officio member of the governing body of 
the city or county when that governing body is 
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considering granting an exemption or the right to make 
payments in lieu of taxes for a new or expanding busi
ness. (Taxation Committee) 

Senate Bill No. 2052 - Inundated Agricultural 
Property Assessment. This bill creates a separate 
property tax valuation category for inundated agricultural 
land. The bill limits the county average valuation for 
inundated lands to 10 percent of the valuation of 
noncropland for the county. (Taxation Committee) 

Senate Bill No. 2053 - Agricultural Property Tax 
Valuation Formula Capitalization Rate Limit. This bill 
limits the capitalization rate used in the agricultural prop
erty tax valuation formula to no less than 1 0 percent and 
no more than 11 percent. (Taxation Committee) 

Senate Bill No. 2054 - Agricultural Property Tax 
Valuation Formula Farmer Cost Index. This bill incor
porates an index of prices paid by farmers in the agricul
tural property tax valuation formula. (Taxation 
Committee) 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 4001 - Federal 
Block Grant Legislative Hearings. This resolution 
authorizes the Budget Section to hold legislative hear
ings required for receipt of federal block grant funds. 
(Bud~:t Section) 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 4002 - County 
Social Service Agency Cooperation. This resolution 
urges the continued cooperation and coordination 
among county social service agencies for the delivery 
and administration of social services in a cost-effective 
and efficient manner and provides for monitoring by the 
Legislative Council. (Budget Committee on Human 
Services) 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 4003 - Depart
ment of Human Services Administrative Changes. 
This resolution urges the Department of Human Services 
to implement recommendations to improve its adminis
trative structure and enhance its budget presentation 
methods and to report to the Legislative Council 
regarding implementation of the recommendations. 
(Budget Committee on Human Services) 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 4004 - Rural 
Long-Term Care Beds Reduction Incentives Study. 
This resolution provides for a Legislative Council study of 
an incentives package to assist rural communities and 
nursing facilities in closing or significantly reducing bed 
capacity and providing alternative long-term care serv
ices. (Budget Committee on Long-Term Care) 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 4005 - Legisla
tive Redistricting Study. This resolution provides for a 
Legislative Council study of the state of the law and tech
nology with respect to legislative redistricting. (Legisla
tive Management Committee) 




