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CHAPTER 157
HOUSE BILL NO. 1333
(Representatives Boehning, Rick C. Becker, Kasper)
(Senators Heckaman, Laffen, Larsen, J. Lee)

AN ACT to amend and reenact sections 16.1-01-04, 16.1-05-07, and 16.1-07-06 of
the North Dakota Century Code, relating to voting requirements, qualifications of
electors, and voter identification.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:
SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-01-04 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-01-04. Qualifications of electors - Voting requirements.
1. Every citizen of the United States who is eighteen years or older; a resident of
this state; and has resided in the precinct at least thirty days next preceding
any election, except as otherwise provided in regard to residency in chapter
16.1-14, is a qualified elector.
2. For the purposes of this title, every qualified elector may have only one
residence, shown by an actual fixed permanent dwelling, establishment, or
any other abode.
3. Except as otherwise provided in this section, an individual's residence must be
determined in accordance with the rules for determining residency as provided
in section 54-01-26.
4. Pursuant to section 2 of article II of the Constitution of North Dakota, voting by
individuals convicted and sentenced for a felony must be limited according to
chapter 12.1-33.
5. For the purposes of this title, an individual may not be deemed to have gained
or lost a residence solely by reason of the individual's presence or absence
while enrolled as a student at a college, university, or other postsecondary
institution of learning in this state.
6. For the purposes of this title, a member of the armed forces of the United
States may not be deemed to have gained or lost a residence in this state
solely by reason of the member being stationed on duty in this state.
7. For the purposes of this title, an individual may not be deemed to have lost
residence in the individual's precinct or in the state by reason of the individual
engaging in temporary government service or private employment outside the
individual's precinct or outside the state.
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8. For purposes of this title, a qualified elector may not authorize an attorney in
fact, guardian, or other individual to apply for any ballot or to vote in any
election on behalf of or in the place of the qualified elector.
9. For purposes of this title, an elector seeking to vote in an election must meet
the identification requirements specified in sections 16.1-05-07 and
16.1-07-06.
SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-05-07 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-05-07. Poll clerks to check identification and verify eligibility - Poll
clerks to request, correct, and update incorrect information contained in the
pollbook.
1. Before delivering a ballot to an individual according to section 16.1-13-22, the
poll clerks shall require the individual to show identification, which includes the
individual's residential address and date of birth. The valid forms of
identification may includeare:
a. A current driver's license or nondriver identification card issued by the
department of transportation or other official form of identification issued
by the state;
b. An official form of identification issued by a tribal government;
c. An alternative form of identificationA long-term care certificate prescribed
by the secretary of state, if the individual does not possess an official form
of identification provided for under subdivision a or b; or
d. A combination of any of the forms of identification under subdivisions a
through cFor a uniformed service member or a qualifying family member
temporarily stationed away from the individual's residence in the state or a
qualified elector temporarily living outside the country, a current military
identification card or passport if the individual does not possess an official
form of identification provided for under subdivision a or b.
2. a. When verifying an individual's eligibility or when entering the name of an
individual into the pollbook, poll clerks shall request, correct, and update
any incorrect or incomplete information about an individual required to be
included in the pollbook generated from the central voter file.
b. If the individual's name is contained in the pollbook generated from the
central voter file, the poll clerks shall verify the individual's residential
address and mailing address, if different from the individual's residential
address.
c. If the individual's name is not contained in the pollbook generated from the
central voter file but the individual is determined eligible to vote, the poll
clerks shall record the individual's name in the pollbook. The poll clerks
shall request and obtain any additional information for the individual
required to be included in the pollbook.
3. Poll clerks shall direct an individual who is attempting to vote in the incorrect
precinct or who does not meet the thirty-day residency requirement to the
proper precinct and voting location.
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SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-07-06 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-07-06. Application form.
1. Application for an absent voter's ballot must be made on a form, prescribed by
the secretary of state, to be furnished by the proper officer of the county, city,
or school district in which the applicant is an elector, on any form, approved by
the secretary of state, or any blank containing the following:
a. The applicant's name.
b. The applicant's current or most recent North Dakota residential address.
c. The applicant's mailing address.
d. The applicant's current contact telephone number.
e. The election for which the ballot is being requested.
f. The date of the request.
g. An affirmation that the applicant has resided, or will reside, in the precinct
for at least thirty days next preceding the election and will be a qualified
elector of the precinct.
h. The applicant's signature.
i. A space for the voter to indicate the voter's status as a citizen living
outside the United States, a uniformed service member living away from
the voter's North Dakota residence, or a family member of the uniformed
service member living away from the voter's North Dakota residence.
j. The applicant's birth date and year.
k. The applicant's motor vehicle operator's license or nondriver identification
number or tribalAs provided in subsection 1 of section 16.1-05-07, the
identification number from one of the applicant's valid forms of
identification or a copy of the voter's alternate form of identification
approved by the secretary of state under subdivision c of subsection 1 of
section 16.1-05-07applicant's long-term care certificate.
2. If the applicant is unable to sign the applicant's name to the application, the
applicant shall mark (X) or use the applicant's signature stamp on the
application in the presence of a disinterested individual. The disinterested
individual shall print the name of the individual marking the X or using the
signature stamp below the X or signature stamp and shall sign the
disinterested individual's own name following the printed name together with
the notation "witness to the mark".
3. If the applicant does not possess or cannot secure an approved form of
identification as provided for under subsection 1 of section 16.1-05-07 due to
a disability with which the individual lives and which prevents the individual
from traveling to obtain, the application also must be signed by another
qualified elector who, by signing, certifies that the applicant is a qualified
elector. The secretary of state shall prescribe the form of the certification
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required under this subsection. An individual may not certify the qualifications
of more than four applicants in an election.
4. The application for a qualified elector serving on active duty as a uniformed
service member or a family member who is a qualified elector and stationed at
a location other than that individual's voting residential address must include
the following additional information if the voter desires to vote by facsimile or
electronic mail:
a. Facsimile telephone number; or
b. Electronic mail address.
5. The application for a qualified elector living outside the United States must
include a facsimile telephone number or electronic mail address if the voter
desires to vote by facsimile or electronic mail.
6. Except for the applicant's date of birth and motor vehicle driver's license or
nondriver identification card number, the application is an open record under
section 44-04-18.
Approved April 23, 2015
Filed April 23, 2015
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CHAPTER 158
HOUSE BILL NO. 1343
(Representatives Seibel, B. Anderson, Brandenburg, Karls, Zubke)
(Senators Bekkedahl, Dever)

AN ACT to amend and reenact sections 16.1-01-09.1 and 16.1-02-14, subsection 1 of
section 16.1-07-30, and subsection 3 of section 44-08-21 of the North Dakota
Century Code, relating to recall petitions, recall special elections, election notices,
and jury lists; and to repeal sections 16.1-11-05 and 16.1-13-03 of the North
Dakota Century Code, relating to notices by the secretary of state.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:
SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-01-09.1 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-01-09.1. Recall petitions - Signature - Form - Circulation.
1. A request of the secretary of state for approval of a petition to recall an elected
official or appointed official of a vacated elected office may be presented over
the signatures of the sponsoring committee on individual signature forms that
have been notarized. The secretary of state shall prepare a signature form
that includes provisions for identification of the recall; the printed name,
signature, and address of the committee member; and notarization of the
signature. The filed signature forms must be originals. The secretary of state
shall complete the review of the form of a recall petition in not less than five,
nor more than seven, business days, excluding Saturdays.
2. An individual may not sign a recall petition circulated pursuant to article III of
the Constitution of North Dakota or section 44-08-21 unless the individual is a
qualified elector. An individual may not sign a petition more than once, and
each signer shall also legibly print the signer's name, complete residential,
rural route, or general delivery address, and the date of signing on the petition.
Every qualified elector signing a petition must do so in the presence of the
individual circulating the petition. A petition must be in substantially the
following form:
RECALL PETITION
We, the undersigned, being qualified electors request that
____________________________________(name of the individual being
recalled) the___________________(office of individual being recalled) be
recalled for the reason or reasons of______________________________.
RECALL SPONSORING COMMITTEE
The following are the names and addresses of the qualified electors of the
state of North Dakota and the political subdivision who, as the sponsoring
committee for the petitioners, represent and act for the petitioners in
accordance with law:
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Complete Residential,
Rural Route,
or General
Name
Delivery Address
____________________(Chairperson) ________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
INSTRUCTIONS TO PETITION SIGNERS

You are being asked to sign a petition. You must be a qualified elector.
This means you are eighteen years old, you have lived in North Dakota for
thirty days, and you are a United States citizen. All signers shall also
legibly print their name, complete residential, rural route, or general
delivery address, and date of signing on the petition. Every qualified
elector signing a petition must do so in the presence of the individual
circulating the petition.
QUALIFIED ELECTORS

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Signed
Printed
Complete Residential,
Month,
Name of
Name of
Rural Route,
City
Day,
Qualified
Qualified
or General
State,
Year
Elector
Elector
Delivery Address
Zip Code
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________

The number of signature lines on each page of a printed petition may vary
if necessary to accommodate other required textual matter.
3. Each copy of a petition provided for in this section, before being filed, must
have attached an affidavit executed by the circulator in substantially the
following form:
State of North Dakota )
) ss.
County of__________________ )
(county where signed)
I,________________, being sworn, say that I am a qualified elector; that I
(circulator's name)
reside at____________________________;
(address)
that each signature contained on the attached petition was executed in my
presence; and that to the best of my knowledge and belief each individual
whose signature appears on the attached petition is a qualified elector;
and that each signature contained on the attached petition is the genuine
signature of the individual whose name it purports to be.
______________________________________
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(signature of circulator)
Subscribed and sworn to before me on______________, _____, at
____________, North Dakota.
(city)
(Notary Seal) ______________________________________________
(signature of notary)
Notary Public
My commission expires______________
4. A petition for recall must include, before the signature lines for the qualified
electors as provided in subsection 2, the name of the individual being recalled,
the office from which that individual is being recalled, and a list of the names
and addresses of not less than five qualified electors of the state, political
subdivision, or district in which the official is to be recalled who are sponsoring
the recall.
5. For the recall of an elected official under article III of the Constitution of North
Dakota, circulators have one year to gather the required number of signatures
of qualified electors on the recall petition from the date the secretary of state
approves the recall petition for circulation. For the recall of an elected official
under section 44-08-21, circulators have ninety days from the date the
secretary of state approves the recall petition for circulation to submit the
recall petition to the appropriate filing officer.
6. A petition may not be circulated under the authority of article III of the
Constitution of North Dakota or section 44-08-21 by an individual who is less
than eighteen years of age, nor may the affidavit called for by subsection 3 be
executed by an individual who is less than eighteen years of age at the time of
signing. All petitions circulated under the authority of the constitution and of
this section must be circulated in their entirety.
7. When recall petitions are delivered to the secretary of state or other filing
officer with whom a petition for nomination to the office in question is filed, the
chairman of the sponsoring committee shall submit to the secretary of state or
other filing officer an affidavit stating that to the best of that individual's
knowledge, the petitions contain at least the required number of signatures.
Upon submission of the petitions to the appropriate filing officer, the petitions
are considered filed and may not be returned to the chairman of the
sponsoring committee for the purpose of continuing the circulation process or
resubmitting the petitions at a later time. An elector's name may not be
removed by the elector from a recall petition that has been submitted to and
received by the appropriate filing officer.
8. The filing officer has a reasonable period, not to exceed thirty days, in which
to pass upon the sufficiency of a recall petition. The filing officer may conduct
a representative random sampling of the signatures contained in the petitions
by the use of questionnaires, postcards, telephone calls, personal interviews,
or other accepted information-gathering techniques, or any combinations
thereof, to determine the validity of the signatures. Signatures determined by
the filing officer to be invalid may not be counted and all violations of law
discovered by the filing officer must be reported to the state's attorney for
possible prosecution.
9. The filing officer shall call a special recall election to be held no sooner than
ninetyninety-five days nor later than one hundred five days following the date
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the filing officer certifies the petition valid and sufficient. No special recall
election may be called if that date would be within ninetyninety-five days of the
next scheduled election.
10. A notice of the recall election must be posted in the official newspaper thirty
days before the candidate filing deadline, which is by four p.m. on the
sixty-fourth day before the election. The official notice must include the
necessary information for a candidate to file and have the candidate's name
included on the ballot.
11. An official may not be recalled if the recall special election would be held
during the same year in which the official's office would be included on the
ballot.
SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-02-14 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-02-14. Voter lists and reports to be made available for jury
management.
1. By February first of each year, the secretary of state shall transmit information
from the central voter file to the state court administrator for the purpose of
compiling the master list of jurors under chapter 27-09.1.
2. After each general election at which the president of the United States is
elected, the secretary of state shall transmit information from the central voter
file to the jury administrator for the federal court in North Dakota.
SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 16.1-07-30 of the North
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
1. Not later than one hundred days before a regularly scheduled election to
which sections 16.1-07-18 through 16.1-07-33 apply, and as soon as
practicable in the case of a special election, the secretary of state and each
local election official charged with printing and distributing ballots and balloting
materials for that election shall prepare an election notice, to be used in
conjunction with the federal write-in absentee ballot described in section
16.1-07-25. The election notice must contain a list of all of the ballot measures
and federal, state, and local offices that as of that date the secretary of state
and the local election official expect to be on the ballot on the date of the
election. The notice also must contain specific instructions for how a voter is to
indicate on the federal write-in absentee ballot the voter's choice for each
office to be filled and for each ballot measure to be contested. Upon
publication of the election notice, the secretary of state shall provide the local
election officials of the state with the location of the notice on the secretary of
state's website.
SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Subsection 3 of section 44-08-21 of the North
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
3. Once circulated, the recall petition must be filed with the filing officer with
whom a petition for nomination to the office in question is filed unless that
filing officer is the individual subject to recall, in which case the petition must
be filed with the secretary of state. The filing officer with whom the petition is
filed shall pass on the sufficiency of a petition pursuant to section
16.1-01-09.1. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the filing officer
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shall call a special election to be held not sooner than ninetyninety-five days
nor later than one hundred five days following the date the filing officer
certifies the petition valid and sufficient. No special election may be called if
that date would be within ninetyninety-five days of the next scheduled election.
An elector's name may not be removed from a recall petition that has been
submitted to and received by the appropriate filing officer.
SECTION 5. REPEAL. Sections 16.1-11-05 and 16.1-13-03 of the North Dakota
Century Code are repealed.
Approved March 26, 2015
Filed March 26, 2015
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CHAPTER 159
HOUSE BILL NO. 1309
(Representatives Devlin, Holman, J. Nelson, Rohr, Trottier)
(Senators Armstrong, Schaible)

AN ACT to amend and reenact subsection 1 of section 16.1-01-12, subsection 11 of
section 16.1-08.1-01, sections 16.1-08.1-03.1 and 16.1-08.1-03.2, subsection 3 of
section 16.1-08.1-03.5, section 16.1-08.1-03.9, subsection 1 of section
16.1-08.1-03.12, and sections 16.1-08.1-03.13, 16.1-08.1-06, and 16.1-10-04.1 of
the North Dakota Century Code, relating to campaign finance disclosure.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:
SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 16.1-01-12 of the North
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
1. It is unlawful for an individual, measure committee as described in section
16.1-08.1-01, or other organization to:
a. Fraudulently alter another individual's ballot or substitute one ballot for
another or to otherwise defraud a voter of that voter's vote.
b. Obstruct a qualified elector on the way to a polling place.
c. Vote or offer to vote more than once in any election.
d. Knowingly vote in the wrong election precinct or district.
e. Disobey the lawful command of an election officer as defined in chapter
16.1-05.
f. Knowingly exclude a qualified elector from voting or knowingly allow an
unqualified person to vote.
g. Knowingly vote when not qualified to do so.
h. Sign an initiative, referendum, recall, or any other election petition when
not qualified to do so.
i. Circulate an initiative, referendum, recall, or any other election petition not
in its entirety or circulate such a petition when unqualified to do so.
j. Pay or offer to pay any individual, measure committee, or other
organization, or receive payment or agree to receive payment, on a basis
related to the number of signatures obtained for circulating an initiative,
referendum, or recall petition. This subsection does not prohibit the
payment of salary and expenses for circulation of the petition on a basis
not related to the number of signatures obtained, as long as the circulators
file their intent to remunerate prior to submitting the petitions and, in the
case of initiative and referendum petitions, fully disclose all contributions
received pursuant to chapter 16.1-08.1 to the secretary of state upon
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submission of the petitions. The disclosure of contributions received under
this section does not affect the requirement to file a preelection report by
individuals or organizations soliciting or accepting contributions for the
purpose of aiding or opposing the circulation or passage of a statewide
initiative or referendum petition or measure placed upon a statewide ballot
by action of the legislative assembly under chapter 16.1-08.1. Any
signature obtained in violation of this subdivision is void and may not be
counted.
k. Willfully fail to perform any duty of an election officer after having accepted
the responsibility of being an election officer by taking the oath as
prescribed in this title.
l. Willfully violate any rule adopted by the secretary of state pursuant to this
title.
m. Willfully make any false canvass of votes, or make, sign, publish, or deliver
any false return of an election, knowing the same to be false, or willfully
deface, destroy, or conceal any statement or certificate entrusted to the
individual's or organization's care.
n. Destroy ballots, ballot boxes, election lists, or other election supplies
except as provided by law.
o. Sign a name other than that individual's own name to an initiative,
referendum, recall, or any other election petition.
122 SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Subsection 11 of section 16.1-08.1-01 of the North
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

11. "Political committee" means any committee, club, association, or other group
of persons which receives contributions or makes expenditures for political
purposes and includes the following:
a. A political action committee, derived from a corporation, cooperative
corporation, limited liability company, or an association that is prohibited
from making a contribution for political purposes under section
16.1-08.1-03.5, and which solicits or receives contributions or makes
expenditures for political purposes;
b. A candidate committee, established to support an individual candidate
seeking statewide, judicial, or legislative office, thatwhich solicits or
receives contributions for political purposes;
c. A political organization governed by the Internal Revenue Code and
registered with the federal election commission, which solicits or receives
contributions or makes expenditures for political purposes;
d. A multicandidate political committee, established to support multiple
groups or slates of candidates seeking public office, that solicits or
receives contributions for political purposes;

122

Section 16.1-08.1-01 was also amended by section 1 of Senate Bill No. 2299,
chapter 163.
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e. A measure committee that, including an initiative or referendum
sponsoring committee at any stage of its organization, which solicits or
receives contributions or makes expenditures for the purpose of aiding or
opposing a measure sought to be voted upon by the voters of the state,
including any activities undertaken for the purpose of drafting an initiative
or referendum petition, seeking approval of the secretary of state for the
circulation of a petition, or seeking approval of the submitted petitions; and
f. An incidental committee.
SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-08.1-03.1 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-08.1-03.1. Contributions statement required of persons and measure
committees circulating or promoting passage or defeat of initiated or referred
measure - Statement of petition sponsors.
1. Any person or measure committee, as described in section 16.1-08.1-01, that
is soliciting or accepting a contribution for the purpose of aiding or opposing
the circulation or passage of a statewide initiative or referendum petition or
measure placed upon a statewide ballot by action of the legislative assembly
at any election shall file a statement in accordance with this subsection if the
person has received any contribution in excess of one hundred dollars. The
statement must include the name and mailing address of each person that
contributed in excess of one hundred dollars to the person, the amount of
each reportable contribution, and the date each reportable contribution was
received. The statement must include the name and mailing address of each
recipient of an expenditure exceeding one hundred dollars in the aggregate,
the amount of each reportable expenditure, and the date the expenditure was
made.
2. A person or measure committee thatas described in section 16.1-08.1-01
which is soliciting or accepting a contribution for the purpose of aiding or
opposing the circulation or passage of a statewide initiative or referendum
petition or measure placed upon a statewide ballot by action of the legislative
assembly may not accept a contribution of more than one hundred dollars
from an out-of-state person or political committee unless the contribution is
accompanied by a certified statement from the contributor listing the name,
address, and amount contributed by each person that contributed more than
one hundred dollars of the contribution. The statement must indicate if no
person contributed in excess of one hundred dollars of the out-of-state
person's or political committee's overall contribution. The certified statement
must also list the occupation, employer, and principal place of business for
each individual who contributed more than one hundred dollars of the
contribution. The person soliciting or accepting a contribution for the purpose
of aiding the circulation of a statewide initiative or referendum petition or of
promoting passage or defeat of a statewide initiated or referred measure shall
include this statement with the contribution statement required to be filed
under subsection 1.
3. The statement required of a person or measure committee under subsection 1
must be filed with the secretary of state no later than the thirty-second day
before the date of the election in which the measure appears or would have
appeared on the ballot complete from the beginning of that calendar year
through the fortieth day before the date of the election. A complete statement
for the entire calendar year for each statement required to be filed under this
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section must be filed no later than the thirty-first day of January of the
following year. Even if a person required to report according to this section has
not received any contributions in excess of one hundred dollars during the
reporting period, the person shall file a statement as required by this chapter.
A statement filed according to this section during the reporting period must
show the following:
a. The gross total of all contributions received and expenditures made in
excess of one hundred dollars;
b. The gross total of all contributions received and expenditures made of one
hundred dollars, or less; and
c. The cash on hand in the filer's account at the start and close of the
reporting period.
4. Within one hundred eighty days after the approval of a petition to initiate or
refer a measure or to recall an official or after the submission of a petition to
convene a grand jury as provided under section 29-10.1-02, the sponsoring
committee or the individual responsible for submission of the petition shall file
a statement with the secretary of state which discloses whether petition
circulators have been or will be paid for the circulation of petitions and which
lists the total amount of money paid or which is expected to be paid to
circulators.
SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-08.1-03.2 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-08.1-03.2. Political committee and candidate registration.
1. A statewide, judicial, or legislative candidate or political committee as defined
in section 16.1-08.1-01 shall register its name and addresscontact information,
its agent's name and addresscontact information, and a designation as to
whether the committee is incorporated solely for the purpose of liability
protection, with the secretary of state each calendar year. A candidate who
does not have a candidate committee shall register the candidate's name and
contact information and, if the candidate has an agent, the agent’s name and
contact information with the secretary of state. The registration required under
this section for a candidate or political committee that has not previously
registered with the secretary of state must be completedsubmitted within
fifteen business days of the receipt of any contribution or expenditure made.
2. A candidate or political committee required to be registered under this section
must register with the secretary of state each year during which the candidate
holds public office or during which the political committee receives
contributions or makes expenditures for political purposes. An individual who
no longer holds public office or an individual who no longer seeks public office
must register with the secretary of state each year in which contributions are
received or expenditures are made for political purposes.
3. A political committee that organizes and registers according to federal law and
makes an independent expenditure or makes a disbursement in excess of two
hundred dollars to a nonfederal candidate seeking public office, a political
party, or political committee in this state is not required to register as a political
committee according to this section if the political committee reports according
to section 16.1-08.1-03.7.
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4. An incidental political committee is required to register under this section only
as a result of making a reportable expenditure or contribution in the aggregate
during any reporting period, but the registration under this section does not
change the nature of business for the organization.
5. Registration by a political committee under this section does not reserve the
name for exclusive use nor does it constitute registration of a trade name
under chapter 47-25.
SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Subsection 3 of section 16.1-08.1-03.5 of the North
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
3. A corporation, cooperative corporation, limited liability company, or association
may make a contributionan expenditure to a measure committee as described
in section 16.1-08.1-01 for the purpose of promoting the passage or defeat of
an initiated or referred measure or petition or make a contributionan
expenditure to any other person that makes an independent expenditure. A
corporation, cooperative corporation, limited liability company, or association
may make an independent expenditure for a political purpose or for the
purpose of promoting passage or defeat of initiated or referred measures or
petitions. The corporation, cooperative corporation, limited liability company, or
association shall file a statement disclosing a contribution or an
independentany expenditure made under this subsection with the secretary of
state within forty-eight hours after making the contribution or independent
expenditure. The statement must include:
a. The full name of the corporation, cooperative corporation, limited liability
company, or association;
b. The complete address of the corporation, cooperative corporation, limited
liability company, or association;
c. The name of the recipient of the contribution or independent expenditure;
d. If the contribution or independent expenditure is related to a measure or
petition, the title of the measure or petition and whether the contribution or
independent expenditure is made in support of or opposition to the
measure or petition;
e. If the contribution or independent expenditure is related to a measure, the
election date on which the measure either will appear or did appear on the
ballot;
f. The amount of the contribution or independent expenditure;
g. The cumulative total amount of contributions and independent
expenditures since the beginning of the calendar year which are required
to be reported under this subsection;
h. The telephone number and the printed name and signature of the
individual completing the reportstatement, attesting to the reportstatement
being true, complete, and correct; and
i. The date on which the reportstatement was signed.
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SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-08.1-03.9 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-08.1-03.9. Contribution statements of judicial district candidates or a
candidate committee for a judicial district candidate.
1. A judicial district candidate or a candidate committee for a judicial district
candidate shall make and file a statement in accordance with this section. The
candidate or candidate committee shall include in the statement:
a. The name and mailing address of all contributors who made contributions
in excess of two hundred dollars in the aggregate for the purpose of
influencing the nomination for election, or election, of the candidate;
b. The aggregated amount of the contributions from each listed contributor;
c. The date the last contribution was received from each listed contributor;
d. The gross total of all contributions received in excess of two hundred
dollars;
e. The gross total of all contributions received of two hundred dollars, or less;
and
f. The cash on hand in the filer's account at the start and close of the
reporting period.
2. A candidate or a candidate committee described in this section shall file a
statement with the secretary of state no later than the thirty-second day before
the date of the election in which the candidate's name appears on the ballot or
in which the candidate seeks election through write-in votes. The reporting
period for each of these statements is from the beginning of that calendar year
through the fortieth day before the date of the election.
3. A candidate or a candidate committee described in this section shall also be
required to file a complete year-end statement with the secretary of state no
later than the thirty-first day of January in the year immediately following the
date of the election in which the candidate's name appeared on the ballot or in
which the candidate sought election through write-in votes. Even if the
candidate or candidate committee has not received any contributions in
excess of two hundred dollars during the reporting period, the candidate or
candidate committee shall file a statement as required by this section.
4. A candidate or a candidate committee described in this section shall be
required to file a year-end statement with the secretary of state, regardless of
whether the candidate sought election during that calendar year.
5. A statement required by this section to be filed with the secretary of state must
be:
a. Deemed properly filed when deposited with or delivered to the secretary of
state within the prescribed time. A statement that is mailed is deemed
properly filed when it is postmarked and directed to the secretary of state
within the prescribed time. If the secretary of state does not receive a
statement, a duplicate of the statement must be promptly filed upon notice
by the secretary of state of its nonreceipt.
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b. Preserved by the secretary of state for a period of four years from the date
of filing. The statement is to be considered a part of the public records of
the secretary of state and must be open to public inspection.
SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Subsection 1 of section 16.1-08.1-03.12 of the North
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
1. An incidental committee or political committee not otherwise covered by
another section of this chapter may make a contributionan expenditure to a
measure committee as described in section 16.1-08.1-01 for the purpose of
promoting the passage or defeat of an initiated or referred measure or petition
or make a contributionan expenditure to any other person that makes an
independent expenditure. The incidental committee or political committee may
make an independent expenditure for a political purpose or for the purpose of
promoting passage or defeat of initiated or referred measures or petitions. The
incidental committee or political committee shall file a statement disclosing a
contributionan expenditure for a political purpose or an independent
expenditure made under this subsection with the secretary of state within
forty-eight hours after making the contributionexpenditure or independent
expenditure. The statement filed under this subsection must include:
a. The full name of the incidental committee or political committee;
b. The complete address of the incidental committee or political committee;
c. The name of the recipient of the contribution or independent expenditure;
d. If the contribution or independent expenditure is related to a measure or
petition, the title of the measure or petition and whether the contribution or
independent expenditure is made in support of or opposition to the
measure or petition;
e. If the contribution or independent expenditure is related to a measure, the
election date on which the measure appeared or will appear on the ballot;
f. The amount of the contribution or independent expenditure made to a
recipient in this state;
g. The cumulative total of contributions and independent expenditures since
the beginning of the calendar year made to recipients in this state;
h. The telephone number, printed name, and signature of the individual
completing the reportstatement, attesting to the reportstatement being
true, complete, and correct; and
i. The date on which the reportstatement was signed.
SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-08.1-03.13 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-08.1-03.13. Contribution statements required of initiated or referendum
petition sponsoring committees - Statement of petition sponsors.
1. At the time the sponsoring committee for an initiated or referendum petition
requests approval of the secretary of state to circulate petitions for the
purpose of placing a measure on the ballot, the committee also shall submit a
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statement disclosing the contributions received and the expenditures made for
the purpose of draftingrelating to the petition.
2. At the time the sponsoring committee for an initiated or referendum petition
submits signed petitions to the secretary of state, the committee also shall
submit a complete statement disclosing the contributions received and
expenditures made for the purpose of circulatingrelating to the petition.
3. If December thirty-first falls between the date the secretary of state approves
the petition for circulation and the date the signed petitions are submitted to
the secretary of state, a complete statement for the calendar year shall be
filed no later than the thirty-first day of January of the following year.
4. The sponsoring committee also shall file a complete statement for the
calendar year in which the measure or referendum appeared or was to appear
on the ballot and any other calendar year not covered by this section in which
a contribution was received or an expenditure was made. This statement shall
be filed no later than the thirty-first day of January of the following year.
5. A sponsoring committee may not accept a contribution of more than one
hundred dollars from an out-of-state person or political committee unless the
contribution is accompanied by a statement from the contributor listing the
name, address, and amount contributed by each person that contributed more
than one hundred dollars of the contribution. The statement must indicate if no
person contributed in excess of one hundred dollars of the out-of-state
person's or political committee's overall contribution. The statement must also
list the occupation, employer, and principal place of business for each
individual who contributed more than one hundred dollars of the contribution.
6. The statements required of this section shallmust include:
a. The gross total of all contributions received and expenditures made in
excess of one hundred dollars;
b. The gross total of all contributions received and expenditures made of one
hundred dollars or less;
c. The cash on hand in the filer's account at the start and close of the
reporting period;
d. The name and mailing address of each person that contributed in excess
of one hundred dollars to the sponsoring committee;
e. The amount of each reportable contribution;
f. The date each reportable contribution was received;
g. The name and mailing address of each recipient of an expenditure
exceeding one hundred dollars in the aggregate;
h. The amount of each reportable expenditure; and
i. The date the expenditure was made.

Chapter 159

Elections

7. Within one hundred eighty days after the approval of a petition to initiate or
refer a measure or to recall an official or after the submission of a petition to
convene a grand jury as provided under section 29-10.1-02, the sponsoring
committee or the individual responsible for submission of the petition shall file
a statement with the secretary of state which discloses whether petition
circulators have been or will be paid for the circulation of petitions and which
lists the total amount of money paid or which is expected to be paid to
circulators.
123 SECTION 9. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-08.1-06 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-08.1-06. Contributions and expenditure statement requirements.
1. Any statement required by this chapter to be filed with the secretary of state
must be:
a. Deemed properly filed whenFiled electronically delivered towith the
secretary of state and must be within the prescribed time and in the format
established by the secretary of state. If the secretary of state does not
receive a statement, aan electronic duplicate of the statement must be
promptly filed upon notice by the secretary of state of its nonreceipt. After
a statement has been filed, the secretary of state may request or accept
written clarification along with an amended statement from a candidate,
political party, or political committee filing the statement when
discrepancies, errors, or omissions on the statement are discovered by the
secretary of state, the candidate, political party, or political committee filing
the statement, or by any interested party reciting a lawful reason for
requesting clarification and an amendment be made. When requesting an
amended statement, the secretary of state shall establish a reasonable
period of time, not to exceed ten days, agreed to by the candidate, political
party, or political committee, for filing the amended statement with the
secretary of state.
b. Preserved by the secretary of state for a period of ten years from the date
of filing. The statement is to be considered a part of the public records of
the secretary of state's office and must be open to public inspection on the
internet.
2. In determining the amount of individual contributions from any contributor, all
amounts received from the same contributor during the reporting period must
be aggregated to report an overall total contribution for the purposes of the
statements required by this chapter. Aggregate contributions must reference
the date of the most recent contribution. Contributions made separately by
different persons from joint accounts are considered separate contributions for
reporting purposes.
3. Any statement and data filed electronicallywith the secretary of state must be
made available on the internet to the public free of charge within twenty-four
hours after filing.
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4. Unless otherwise provided by law, any candidate, political party, committee, or
person may not be charged a fee for filing any statement with the secretary of
state under this chapter.
SECTION 10. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-10-04.1 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-10-04.1. Certain political advertisements to disclose name of sponsor Name disclosure requirements.
Every political advertisement by newspaper, pamphlet or folder, display card, sign,
poster, or billboard, website, or by any other similar public means, on behalf of or in
opposition to any candidate for public office, designed to assist, injure, or defeat the
candidate by reflecting upon the candidate's personal character or political action, or
by a measure committee as described in section 16.1-08.1-01, or a corporation
making a directan independent expenditure either for or against a measure, must
disclose on the advertisement the name of the person, as defined in section
16.1-08.1-01, or political party paying for the advertisement. If the name of a political
party, association, or partnership is used, the disclaimer must also include the name
of the chairman or other responsible individual from the political party, association, or
partnership. The name of the person paying for any radio or television broadcast
containing any advertising announcement for or against any candidate for public
office must be announced at the close of the broadcast. If the name of a political
party, association, or partnership is used, the disclaimer must also include the name
of the chairman or other responsible individual from the political party, association, or
partnership. In every political advertisement in which the name of the person paying
for the advertisement is disclosed, the first and last name of any named individual
must be disclosed. An advertisement paid for by an individual candidate or group of
candidates must disclose that the advertisement was paid for by the individual
candidate or group of candidates. The first and last name or names of the candidates
paying for the advertisement are not required to be disclosed. This section does not
apply to campaign buttons.
Approved April 2, 2015
Filed April 2, 2015
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CHAPTER 160
SENATE BILL NO. 2327
(Senators Davison, Casper, Oban)

AN ACT to create and enact a new section to chapter 16.1-02 of the North Dakota
Century Code, relating to the reporting of incarcerated felons to the secretary of
state.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:
SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 16.1-02 of the North Dakota Century Code
is created and enacted as follows:
Reporting incarcerations - Changes to records in the central voter file.
1. The director of the department of corrections and rehabilitation shall provide a
report to the secretary of state, including the name, address, date of birth,
date of sentence, effective date of the sentence, and county in which the
conviction occurred, if available, of each individual who has been convicted of
a felony and incarcerated under the legal and physical custody of the
department of corrections and rehabilitation since the last report. The report
must be provided every Monday morning. The secretary of state shall
designate each individual in the report with an ineligible voter status in the
central voter file.
2. The director of the department of corrections and rehabilitation shall provide a
report to the secretary of state, including the name, address, and date of birth,
if available, of each individual previously convicted of and incarcerated for a
felony whose civil rights have been restored as provided in chapter 12.1-33
since the last report. The report must be provided every Monday morning. The
secretary of state shall change the ineligible voter status of the individual in
the central voter file to the appropriate status.
3. An individual who has been convicted of and incarcerated for a felony and
whose civil rights have been restored as provided under chapter 12.1-33 must
be allowed to vote if the individual meets the qualifications of an elector under
section 16.1-01-04. The county auditor shall change the status of the
individual's record in the central voter file as necessary.
Approved April 16, 2015
Filed April 16, 2015
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CHAPTER 161
HOUSE BILL NO. 1474
(Representatives Boehning, Rick C. Becker, Kasper, Kreidt, Schatz)
(Senators Casper, Sorvaag)

AN ACT to amend and reenact sections 16.1-03-02 and 16.1-03-05 of the North
Dakota Century Code, relating to political organizations.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:
SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-02 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-03-02. Who may participate in and vote at caucus.
1. Only those individuals who are qualified electors under section 16.1-01-04
may vote or be elected as committeemen or officers at the precinct caucus.
2. Only those individuals who either voted or affiliated with the party at the last
general election or intend to affiliate with the party and vote with the party at
the next election may vote at the precinct caucus.
3. In case the right of an individual to participate at the caucus is challenged, the
question of the individual's right to participate must be decided by a vote of the
whole caucus. An individual so challenged may not vote on the question of the
individual's right to participate in the caucus, and a two-thirds vote of the
whole caucus is required to exclude an individual from participation.
4.3. An individual may not vote or participate at more than one precinct caucus in
any one year.
SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-05 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-03-05. Vacancies in office of precinct committeeman - Filling.
A vacancy in the office of precinct committeeman, which occurs after the
organization of the district committee, may be filled by appointment from the precinct
by the district executive committee of the party, as authorized by the district party
bylaws.
Approved April 20, 2015
Filed April 20, 2015
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CHAPTER 162
HOUSE BILL NO. 1239
(Representatives Kempenich, Brabandt, Hanson, Laning, Rohr, Thoreson)
(Senators Armstrong, Schaible)

AN ACT to amend and reenact sections 4-22-17, 12.1-14-02, 16.1-07-10,
16.1-10-06.1, subsection 2 of section 16.1-11-11, and sections 16.1-11.1-05,
16.1-12-02.2, 16.1-13-23, 16.1-13-32, 61-24-03.1, and 61-24.5-07 of the North
Dakota Century Code, relating to election administration.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:
SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 4-22-17 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:
4-22-17. Nominating petitions - Petitions required - Final filing date.
Any person running for the office of supervisor shall present to the county auditor
of the county in which the district lies a petition giving that person's name and mailing
address and the title and term of the office, and containing the signatures of not less
than twenty-five nor more than three hundred qualified electors of the district. When a
district lies in more than one county, the petition must be filed with the county auditor
of the county where the candidate resides, and such county auditor shall certify to the
county auditors of the other counties in which such district lies the name and mailing
address of the candidate filing such petition. At the same time, the county auditor, or
auditors in the case of multicounty districts, shall also certify to the secretary of state
the name and mailing address of each person filing a nominating petition according to
this section. No person may participate directly or indirectly in the nomination for more
than one person for each office to be filled. The final filing date for nominating
petitions is no later than sixtysixty-four days before the day of the election and not
later than four p.m. of such day.
Upon receipt of the petition or the certification as provided in this section, the
county auditor shall without fee place the name of the candidate so nominated on the
no-party ballot at the ensuing general election.
SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 12.1-14-02 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
12.1-14-02. Interference with elections.
A person is guilty of a class A misdemeanor if, whether or not acting under color of
law, hethe person, by force or threat of force or by economic coercion, intentionally:
1. Injures, intimidates, or interferes with another because hethe other individual
is or has been voting for any candidate or issue or qualifying to vote, qualifying
or campaigning as a candidate for elective office, or qualifying or acting as a
poll watcher or otheran election official or an election observer, in any primary,
special, or general election.
2. Injures, intimidates, or interferes with another in order to prevent himthat
individual or any other personindividual from voting for any candidate or issue
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or qualifying to vote, qualifying or campaigning as a candidate for elective
office, or qualifying or acting as a poll watcher or otheran election official or an
election observer, in any primary, special, or general election.
SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-07-10 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-07-10. Care and custody of ballot - Submitted ballot may not be
returned.
Upon receipt of an envelope containing the absent voter's ballot, the proper officer
immediately shall attach the application of the absent voter and file the ballot with
other absentee ballots from the same precinct. After submission to the appropriate
election officer, a marked absent voter's ballot may not be returned to the voter for
any reason other than to complete any missing information required on the affidavit
on the back of the return envelope. Before delivering the absentee ballots to a polling
place of the proper precinct, the proper officer shall package the ballots in a manner
so the ballots are sealed securely. The package must be endorsed with the name of
the proper voting precinct, the name and official title of the officer, and the words "This
package contains an absent voter's ballot and must be opened only according to the
processing provisions of section 16.1-07-12." The officer shall keep the package
safely in the officer's office until it is delivered by the officer as provided in this
chapter.
SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-10-06.1 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-10-06.1. Paying for certain election-related activities prohibited.
No person may pay another personany individual for:
1. Any loss or damage due to attendance at the polls;
2. Registering;
3. The expense of transportation to or from the polls; or
4. Personal services to be performed on the day of a caucus, primary election, or
any election which tend in any way, directly or indirectly, to affect the result of
such caucus or election.
The provisions of this section do not apply to the hiring of a person whose sole duty it
is to act as a challenger and to watch the count of official ballots.
SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 16.1-11-11 of the North
Dakota Century Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
2. The signatures of qualified electors, the number of which must be determined
as follows:
a. If the office is a county office, the signatures of not less than two percent
and not more than five percent of the total vote cast for the office at the
most recent general election at which the office was voted upon.
b. If the office is a county office and multiple candidates were elected to the
office at the preceding general election at which the office was voted upon,
the signatures of not less than two percent and not more than five percent

Chapter 162

Elections

of the votes cast for all candidates divided by the number of candidates
that were to be elected to that office.
c. If the office is a county office and no candidate was elected or no votes
were cast for the office at any general election, the number of signers
equal to the percentage as provided in paragraph 1 applied to the total
average vote cast for the offices of sheriff and county auditor at the most
recent general election at which those officers were elected in the
petitioner's county. This average must be determined by dividing by two
the total vote cast for those offices.
d. In no case may more than three hundred signatures be required.
SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-11.1-05 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-11.1-05. Replacement ballots.
An elector may obtain a replacement ballot if a mail ballot is destroyed, spoiled,
lost, or not received by the elector. The elector seeking a replacement ballot shall
make the elector's request of the county auditor or appropriate election officer no later
than four p.m. on the day before the election. After submission to the appropriate
election officer, a voter's marked mail ballot may not be returned to the voter for any
reason other than to complete any missing information required on the affidavit on the
back of the return envelope.
SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-12-02.2 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-12-02.2. Counting of write-in votes - Certificate of candidacy by write-in
candidates.
1. An election board or canvassing board may not count or be required to
officially report any write-in vote for any:
a. Individual who is required to file a certificate of write-in candidacy under
this section but who has not filed a certificate of candidacy and been
certified as a write-in candidate.
b. Fictitious person or individual clearly not eligible to qualify for the office for
which the vote was cast.
c. Statement concerning the candidates.
d. Name written or printed by the voter for an office that did not also include
the darkening of the oval next to the write-in line, except that a write-in
candidate for a nonfederal office may make a timely written demand to a
county canvassing board to identify and preserve any write-in vote cast for
the office sought by the write-in candidate for canvass by the board. The
candidate shall deliver the demand to the county auditor and a copy to the
county recorder no later than thirty-six hours before the time the county
canvassing board is scheduled to meet. A demand only may be made if
the unofficial election results maintained by the county auditor
demonstrate that the write-in candidate's known vote total is within the
pertinent percentage limits provided in subsection 1 or 2 of section
16.1-16-01 and a statement to that effect is included in the demand. After
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delivery of the ballots as provided by section 16.1-15-08, the canvassing
board shall review the ballots to identify any ballot that contains a write-in
vote. The county canvassing board shall tally and canvass any write-in
vote in the same manner as lawful or qualifying write-in votes if the
canvassing board is able to clearly ascertain the intent of the voter from
examining the ballot because the write-in candidate's name has been
written on the ballot opposite the office to be voted for or because of any
other cogent evidence of intent.
e. Write-in votes which constitute five percent or less of the votes cast by the
voters for the candidate receiving the most votes for that office, except in
the case of a primary election in which enough votes were cast as write-in
votes to qualify a name for the general election ballot. This percentage is
to be calculated based on the total number of write-in votes tabulated by
the voting equipment in the precincts of the county in which that office was
on the ballot.
f. Candidate receiving fewer than three write-in votes unless the number of
votes received qualifies the candidate to be nominated or elected.
2. Write-in votes that do not need to be individually canvassed based on the
requirements of this subsection 1 must be listed on the official canvass report
as "scattered write-ins".
2.3. An individual who intends to be a write-in candidate for president of the United
States or for statewide or judicial district office at any election shall file a
certificate of write-in candidacy with the secretary of state by four p.m. on the
twenty-first day before the election. The certificate must contain the name and
address of the candidate and be signed by the candidate. Before the
thirteenth day before the election, the secretary of state shall certify the names
of the candidates to each county auditor as write-in candidates.
3.4. An individual who intends to be a write-in candidate at the general election for
president of the United States shall file a certificate of write-in candidacy with
the secretary of state by four p.m. on the twenty-first day before the general
election. The certificate must contain the names and addresses of the
candidates for presidential electors for that presidential candidate and a
certification of acceptance signed by each candidate for elector. The
candidate shall sign the certificate. The certificate may also include the name
and address of a candidate for vice president of the United States and a
certification of acceptance signed by that candidate. The secretary of state
shall prescribe the form of the certificate of write-in candidacy and the
certification of acceptance. Before the thirteenth day before the election, the
secretary of state shall certify the names of the presidential candidates and
the presidential electors to each county auditor as write-in candidates.
4.5. An individual who intends to be a write-in candidate for any legislative district
office shall file a certificate of write-in candidacy with the secretary of state.
The certificate must contain the name, address, and signature of the
candidate. Certificates must be filed by four p.m. on the fourth day before the
election. When the candidate files a certificate, the candidate also shall file the
contribution statement provided for under section 16.1-08.1-02 complete
through the day of the filing of the certificate.
5.6. A certificate under this section is not required when:
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a. No names will appear on the ballot for an office;
b. The number of candidates appearing on the ballot for an office is less than
the number to be elected; or
c. The number of candidates appearing on the ballot for a party office is less
than the number of nominations a party is entitled to make.
6.7. An individual required to file a certificate of write-in candidacy may not seek
more than one office appearing on the primary and general election ballots.
SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-13-23 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-13-23. Preparation of ballot by elector - Depositing - Second-chance
voting.
Upon receipt of a ballot within the provided secrecy sleeve, the elector, forthwith
and without leaving the polling place, shall retire alone to one of the voting booths or
compartments to prepare the elector's ballot by darkening the oval opposite the name
of each personindividual for whom the elector wishes to vote. In the case of a ballot
containing a constitutional amendment, an initiated or referred measure, or any other
question to be submitted to a vote of the people, the elector shall darken the oval
opposite the word or words expressing the elector's wish. After preparing the ballot,
the elector shall place the ballot back in the provided secrecy sleeve so it is
concealed and so the endorsement of the inspector or election judge may be seen.
The elector then shall deposit the ballot in the optical scanning device and wait to
determine if the ballot is deposited into the ballot box or if the optical scanning device
has indicated a possibility for a second-chance voting condition. If a second-chance
voting condition is indicated, a voter may spoil and receive up to two additional
ballots. The voter's third ballot must be cast as is and may not be returned to the voter
even if errors exist causing certain votes not to be counted.
SECTION 9. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-13-32 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-13-32. Securing new ballot upon spoiling of others.
If any elector spoils a ballot before casting the ballot in the ballot box, the elector
may obtain others successively, one at a time, not exceeding three in all, upon
returning each spoiled ballot. Each paper ballot returned must be canceled
immediately and, together with those not distributed to the electors, must be
preserved and secured in sealed packages and returned to the county recorder.
SECTION 10. AMENDMENT. Section 61-24-03.1 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
61-24-03.1. Filling vacancy of director on general election ballot.
Whenever a vacancy exists on a general election no-party ballot for any
directorship of the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District, the vacancy may be filled
by filing with the county auditor at least sixty days prior to the general
electionsixty-four days before the day of the election and not later than four p.m. of
that day a petition substantially in the form provided in section 61-24-03, stating that
the petitioner desires to become a candidate for election to the office of director. This
petition must contain the signatures of not less than fifty qualified electors of the
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county, unless there were at least fifty write-in or sticker votes for the petitioner cast in
the no-party primary election for the office.
A vacancy in the no-party ballot is deemed to exist when no candidate is
nominated at the primary election or when a candidate nominated at the primary dies,
resigns, or otherwise becomes disqualified to have that person's name printed on the
ballot at the general election.
SECTION 11. AMENDMENT. Section 61-24.5-07 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
61-24.5-07. Election of city directors of the southwest water authority.
Any person who is a resident and qualified elector of the city of Dickinson or
Mandan who aspires to the office of director of the southwest water authority shall, at
least sixty days and before fivefour p.m. on the sixty-fourth day before the election,
file with the city auditor a petition signed by not less than ten percent of the number of
qualified electors who voted for that office in the last city election, except that the
petition for the first election must be signed by not less than two hundred qualified
electors. Signers of a petition must reside within the corporate limits of the city, and
each signer of the petition shall include with the signer's name the signer's mailing
address. The petition must include the candidate's name, post-office address, and the
title of the office of the southwest water authority for which the candidate is seeking
election.
The petition must be accompanied by an affidavit substantially as follows:
State of North Dakota

)
) ss.
City of __________
)
I _______________, being sworn, say that I reside in the city of
_______________ and State of North Dakota; that I am a qualified elector
therein; that I am a candidate for the office of director of the Southwest Water
Authority to be elected at the municipal election to be held on ______________,
______, and I request that my name be printed upon the election ballot as
provided by law, as a candidate for the office.
__________________________
Subscribed and sworn to before me on _____________, ______.
___________________________
Notary Public
Upon receipt of the petition, the city auditor shall without fee place the name of
the aspirant on the election ballot as a candidate for the office of director. The
candidate or candidates, depending on whether one or two directors are being
elected, receiving the highest number of votes are elected. The provisions of chapter
40-21 govern the election of directors from the city of Dickinson or Mandan for the
southwest water authority.
Approved March 16, 2015
Filed March 16, 2015

Chapter 163

Elections

CHAPTER 163
SENATE BILL NO. 2299
(Senators Oban, Miller, Poolman)
(Representatives Boschee, Louser, Schneider)

AN ACT to create and enact a new section to chapter 16.1-08.1 of the North Dakota
Century Code, relating to campaign contributions through a conduit; to amend
and reenact sections 16.1-08.1-01 and 16.1-08.1-06 of the North Dakota Century
Code, relating to campaign contributions and reporting of contributions through a
conduit; and to provide a penalty.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:
124 SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-08.1-01 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-08.1-01. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires:
1. "Affiliate" means an organization that controls, is controlled by, or is under
common control with another organization. For purposes of this definition,
control means the possession, direct or indirect, of the power to direct or
cause the direction of the management and policies of an organization,
whether through the ownership of voting securities, by contract other than a
commercial contract for goods or nonmanagement services, or otherwise.
Control is presumed to exist if an organization, directly or indirectly, owns,
controls, holds with the power to vote, or holds proxies representing fifty
percent or more of the voting securities of any other organization.
2. "Association" means any club, association, union, brotherhood, fraternity,
organization, or group of any kind of two or more persons, including labor
unions, trade associations, professional associations, or governmental
associations, which is united for any purpose, business, or object and which
assesses any dues, membership fees, or license fees in any amount, or which
maintains a treasury fund in any amount. The term does not include
corporations, cooperative corporations, limited liability companies, political
committees, or political parties.
3. "Candidate" means an individual who seeks nomination for election or election
to public office, and includes:
a. An individual holding public office;
b. An individual who has publicly declared that individual's candidacy for
nomination for election or election to public office or has filed or accepted
a nomination for public office;
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c. An individual who has formed a campaign or other committee for that
individual's candidacy for public office;
d. An individual who has circulated a nominating petition to have that
individual's name placed on the ballot; and
e. An individual who has, in any manner, solicited or received a contribution
for that individual's candidacy for public office, whether before or after the
election for that office.
4. "Conduit" means a person that is not a political party, political committee, or
candidate and which receives a contribution of money and transfers the
contribution to a candidate, political party, or political committee when the
contribution is designated specifically for the candidate, political party, or
political committee and the person has no discretion as to the recipient and
the amount transferred. The term includes a transactional intermediary,
including a credit card company or a money transfer service that pays or
transfers money to a candidate on behalf of another person.
5. "Contribution" means a gift, transfer, conveyance, provision, receipt,
subscription, loan, advance, deposit of money, or anything of value, made for
the purpose of influencing the nomination for election, or election, of any
person to public office or aiding or opposing the circulation or passage of a
statewide initiative or referendum petition or measure. The term also means a
contract, promise, or agreement, express or implied, whether or not legally
enforceable, to make a contribution for any of the above purposes. The term
includes funds received by a candidate for public office or a political party or
committee which are transferred or signed over to that candidate, party, or
committee from another candidate, party, or political committee or other
source including a conduit. The term "anything of value" includes any good or
service of more than a nominal value. The term "nominal value" means the
cost, price, or worth of the good or service is trivial, token, or of no appreciable
value. The term "contribution" does not include:
a. A loan of money from a bank or other lending institution made in the
regular course of business.
b. Time spent by volunteer campaign or political party workers.
c. Money spent by a candidate on the candidate's own behalf.
d. Money or anything of value received for commercial transactions, including
rents, advertising, or sponsorships made as a part of a fair market value
bargained-for exchange.
e. Money or anything of value received by a candidate in that person's
personal capacity, including pursuant to a contract or agreement made for
personal or private employment purposes, and not received for a political
purpose or to influence the performance of that person's official duty.
f. Contributions of products or services for which the actual cost or fair
market value are reimbursed by a payment of money.
g. An independent expenditure.
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5.6. "Cooperative corporations", "corporations", and "limited liability companies"
are as defined in this code, and for purposes of this chapter "corporations"
includes nonprofit corporations. However, if a political committee, the only
purpose of which is accepting contributions and making expenditures for a
political purpose, incorporates for liability purposes only, the committee is not
considered a corporation for the purposes of this chapter.
6.7. "Expenditure" means:
a. A gift, transfer, conveyance, provision, loan, advance, payment,
distribution, disbursement, outlay, or deposit of money or anything of
value, except a loan of money from a bank or other lending institution
made in the regular course of business, made for a political purpose or for
the purpose of influencing the passage or defeat of a measure.
b. A contract, promise, or agreement, express or implied, whether or not
legally enforceable, to make any expenditure.
c. The transfer of funds by a political committee to another political
committee.
d. An independent expenditure.
7.8. "Incidental committee" means a committee, club, association, or other group
of persons that makes a contribution or expenditure, but for which making
contributions and expenditures for political purposes is not its primary
purpose.
8.9. "Independent expenditure" means an expenditure made for a political purpose
or for the purpose of influencing the passage or defeat of a measure if the
expenditure is made without the express or implied consent, authorization, or
cooperation of, and not in concert with or at the request or suggestion of, any
candidate or a candidate committee or measure committee.
9.10. "Patron" means a person who owns equity interest in the form of stock,
shares, or membership or maintains similar financial rights in a cooperative
corporation.
10.11. "Person" means an individual, partnership, political committee, association,
corporation, cooperative corporation, limited liability company, or other
organization or group of persons.
11.12. "Political committee" means any committee, club, association, or other group
of persons which receives contributions or makes expenditures for political
purposes and includes the following:
a. A political action committee, derived from a corporation, cooperative
corporation, limited liability company, or an association that is prohibited
from making a contribution for political purposes under section
16.1-08.1-03.5, and which solicits or receives contributions or makes
expenditures for political purposes;
b. A candidate committee, established to support an individual candidate
seeking statewide office, that solicits or receives contributions for political
purposes;
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c. A political organization governed by the Internal Revenue Code and
registered with the federal election commission, which solicits or receives
contributions or makes expenditures for political purposes;
d. A multicandidate political committee, established to support multiple
groups or slates of candidates seeking public office, that solicits or
receives contributions for political purposes;
e. A measure committee that solicits or receives contributions for the purpose
of aiding or opposing a measure to be voted upon by the voters of the
state; and
f. An incidental committee.
12.13. "Political party" means any association, committee, or organization which
nominates a candidate for election to any office which may be filled by a vote
of the electors of this state or any of its political subdivisions and whose name
appears on the election ballot as the candidate of such association,
committee, or organization.
13.14. "Political purpose" means any activity undertaken in support of or in opposition
to the election or nomination of a candidate to public office and includes using
"vote for", "oppose", or any similar support or opposition language in any
advertisement whether the activity is undertaken by a candidate, a political
committee, a political party, or any person. In the period thirty days before a
primary election and sixty days before a special or general election, "political
purpose" also means any activity in which a candidate's name, office, district,
or any term meaning the same as "incumbent" or "challenger" is used in
support of or in opposition to the election or nomination of a candidate to
public office. The term does not include activities undertaken in the
performance of a duty of a state office or any position taken in any bona fide
news story, commentary, or editorial.
14.15. "Public office" means every office to which an individual can be elected by
vote of the people under the laws of this state.
15.16. "Subsidiary" means an affiliate of a corporation under the control of the
corporation directly or indirectly through one or more intermediaries.
125 SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-08.1-06 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-08.1-06. Contributions and expenditure statement requirements.
1. Any statement required by this chapter to be filed with the secretary of state
must be:
a. Deemed properly filed when electronically delivered to the secretary of
state within the prescribed time and in the format established by the
secretary of state. If the secretary of state does not receive a statement, a
duplicate of the statement must be promptly filed upon notice by the
secretary of state of its nonreceipt. After a statement has been filed, the
secretary of state may request or accept written clarification along with an
125
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amended statement from a candidate, political party, or political committee
filing the statement when discrepancies, errors, or omissions on the
statement are discovered by the secretary of state, the candidate, political
party, or political committee filing the statement, or by any interested party
reciting a lawful reason for requesting clarification and an amendment be
made. When requesting an amended statement, the secretary of state
shall establish a reasonable period of time, not to exceed ten days, agreed
to by the candidate, political party, or political committee, for filing the
amended statement with the secretary of state.
b. Preserved by the secretary of state for a period of ten years from the date
of filing. The statement is to be considered a part of the public records of
the secretary of state's office and must be open to public inspection.
2. In determining the amount of individual contributions from any contributor, all
amounts received from the same contributor during the reporting period must
be aggregated to report an overall total contribution for the purposes of the
statements required by this chapter. Aggregate contributions must reference
the date of the most recent contribution. Contributions made separately by
different persons from joint accounts are considered separate contributions for
reporting purposes.
3. In reporting a contribution received through a conduit, a candidate, political
party, or political committee shall list each reportable contribution identifying
the person that submitted the contribution to the conduit and provide the
required information regarding the contribution from that person rather than
identifying the conduit as the contributor.
4. Any statement and data filed electronically must be made available on the
internet to the public free of charge within twenty-four hours after filing.
4.5. Unless otherwise provided by law, any candidate, political party, committee, or
person may not be charged a fee for filing any statement with the secretary of
state under this chapter.
SECTION 3. A new section to chapter 16.1-08.1 of the North Dakota Century
Code is created and enacted as follows:
Conduit required to provide detailed contribution information to recipient.
A conduit that transfers any contribution to a candidate, political party, or political
committee shall provide the recipient of the contribution a detailed statement that lists
the name and address of each individual contributor, the amount of each contribution,
and the date each contribution was received. The conduit also shall include on the
statement the occupation, employer, and principal place of business of each
contributor, or the political committee if not already registered according to state or
federal law, which contributed five thousand dollars or more in the aggregate during a
reporting period applicable to the candidate, political party, or political committee. The
conduit shall provide the statement to the candidate, political party, or political
committee in a manner to allow the candidate, political party, or political committee to
file any statement required to be filed under this chapter.
Approved April 8, 2015
Filed April 8, 2015
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CHAPTER 164
HOUSE BILL NO. 1181
(Representatives Streyle, Brabandt, Dockter, Louser, Owens, Rohr, Schmidt)
(Senators Casper, Holmberg, Laffen, Unruh)

AN ACT to amend and reenact section 16.1-13-08 of the North Dakota Century Code,
relating to filling vacancies in the office of United States senator.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:
SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-13-08 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-13-08. Filling vacancy in office of United States senator.
When a vacancy occurs in the office of United States senator from this state, the
governor shall issue a writ ofcall a special election to be held within ninety-five days to
fill the vacancy at the next statewide primary or general election, whichever occurs
first, and that occurs at least ninety days after the vacancy. However, if the next
primary or general election at which the vacancy could be filled occurs in the year
immediately preceding the expiration of the term, then no election may be held. The
governor, by appointment, may fill the vacancy temporarily, but any person so
appointed shall serve only until the vacancy is filled by election or until the term
expires if no election can be held. If the vacancy occurs within ninety-five days of the
expiration of the term of office for that office, no election may be held to fill the
vacancy.
Approved April 9, 2015
Filed April 9, 2015
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CHAPTER 165
HOUSE BILL NO. 1445
(Representative Mock)

AN ACT to amend and reenact sections 16.1-15-04, 16.1-15-05, and 16.1-15-06 of
the North Dakota Century Code, relating to election canvass reports.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:
SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-15-04 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-15-04. Three canvass reportsCanvass report prepared by election
board - One for county auditor and one for each political party.
The election board shall generate at least threeone canvass reportsreport from
the electronic voting system. The ballots may not be sealed, nor may the three
canvass reportsreport be signed, by the election board or poll clerk until the counts in
the poll clerks' books and in the canvass reports all showreport shows the same totals
for ballots cast. A signed canvass report is to be given to each judge so that the
political parties have a record of the votes cast.
In the case of the absentee ballot precinct as authorized in section 16.1-07-12.1,
early voting precincts as authorized in section 16.1-07-15, and mail ballot precinct as
authorized in section 16.1-11.1-06, if the work of the election board is completed prior
to close of the polls on election day, the election board shall create and sign a
statement consisting of a reconciliation of the number of voters recorded in the
pollbook and the number of ballots processed through the tabulators. The voting
system shall thenmust be secured in a manner prescribed by the county auditor that
will protect the system and ballots from tampering. Prior to generating the canvass
reportsreport from one of these three types of precincts, an election judge
representing each political party, or two election judges in the case of an election that
does not include a political party contest, shall verify that the system and ballots
remain secure and the statement created by the election board is still accurate.
SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-15-05 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-15-05. Oath required of members of election board upon completion of
canvass - Contents.
At the conclusion of the canvass of the votes, each member of the election board
shall sign an affidavit to the effect that the ballots have been counted and the votes
canvassed as provided in this chapter and that the returns as disclosed by the
canvass reportsreport agree with the number of ballots cast and are true and correct
of the member's own knowledge.
SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-15-06 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-15-06. ReportsCanvass report and pollbooks sent to county auditor Compensation for making returns.
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Immediately following the canvass, except in cases of emergency or inclement
weather, the inspector of elections, or one of the judges appointed by the inspector of
elections, personally shall deliver one of the signed canvass reportsreport provided
for in section 16.1-15-04 to the county auditor. The reportsreport, carefully sealed
under cover, accompanied by the pollbook provided for in sections 16.1-02-13 and
16.1-06-21 with the oaths of the inspector and poll clerks affixed thereto, must be
delivered properly to the county auditor. The personindividual making the return
shallis entitled to receive compensation therefor in accordance with section
16.1-05-05. The compensation and mileage must be paid out of the county treasury
on a warrant of the county auditor and is full compensation for returning all used or
voided ballots to the proper official.
Approved April 8, 2015
Filed April 8, 2015

