
15.0732.04000 

Amendment to: SB 2254 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requested by Legislative Council 

02/24/2015 

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to fund ing 
levels and appro riations antici ated under current law. 

2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium 2017-2019 Biennium 

General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Fund s 

Revenues 

Expenditures 

Appropriations 

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political 
subdivision. 

2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium 2017-2019 Biennium 

Counties 

Cities 

School Districts 

Townships 

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provision 
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters) . 

Senate Bill 2254 relates to state aid payments for approved early childhood education programs. 

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal 
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis. 

The bill adds a .30 factor for full-time equivalent students enrolled in an early childhood education program offere 
accordance with section 15.1-09-58 for purposes of determining state aid payments to school districts. 

s 

d in 

The assumptions used in this fiscal note are based on current year funding generated for kindergarten in the stat 
school aid formula . Kindergarten grades are at roughly 9,000 students in ADM. The per student payment rate is 

e 

$9 ,092. 

If 9,000 full-time equivalent students participate at .30 the cost for one year is $25,000 ,000 or $50 ,000 ,000 for a 
biennium . 

The cost will vary directly with changes in student enrollment and changes to the state school aid formula . 

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please: 

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund 
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget. 

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, an 
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected. 

d 



C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund 
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether 
the appropriation or a part of the appropriation is included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing 
appropriation. 

Name: Jerry Coleman 

Agency: Department of Public Instruction 

Telephone: 701-328-4051 

Date Prepared: 02/25/2015 



15.0732.03000 

Amendment to : SB 2254 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requested by Legislative Council 

0211012015 

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding 
I evels and approoriations anticioated under current law. 

2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium 2017-2019 Biennium 

General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds 

Revenues 

Expenditures $52,650,000 

Appropriations 

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political 
subdivision 

2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium 2017-2019 Biennium 

Counties 

Cities 

School Districts $52 ,650,000 

Townships 

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions 
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters) . 

Senate Bill 2254 relates to state aid payments for approved early childhood education programs. 

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal 
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis. 

The bill provides for up to .30 ADM for any student enrolled in an approved early childhood for purposes of 
determining state aid payments to school districts. 
The assumptions used in this fiscal note are based on current year funding generated for kindergarten in the state 
school aid formula. Kindergarten grades are at roughly 9,000 students in ADM with an effective payment rate (after 
applying formula weights) of $9,750. 
If 9,000 students participate at .30 ADM , the cost for a biennium would be $52,650 ,000. This estimate is the cost of 
full implementation in the 2014-15 school year. 
The cost will vary directly with changes in student enrollment and changes to the state school aid formula . 

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please: 

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund 
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget. 

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and 
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected. 



C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund 
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether 
the appropriation or a part of the appropriation is included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing 
appropriation. 

Funding for this bill is not included in the Executive Budget Recommendation. 

Name: Jerry Coleman 

Agency: Department of Public Instruction 

Telephone: 701-328-4051 

Date Prepared: 02/11/2015 



15.0732.02000 

Bill/Resolution No. : SB 2254 

FISCAL NOTE 
Requested by Legislative Council 

01/19/2015 

1 A. State fiscal effect: Identify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding 
1 1 d · r r · td d ti eves an appropna ions an 1c1pa e un ercurren aw. 

2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium 2017-2019 Biennium 

General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds 

Revenues 

Expenditures $87, 750,000 

Appropriations 

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political 
subdivision 

2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium 2017-2019 Biennium 

Counties 

Cities 

School Districts $87,750,000 

Townships 

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions 
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters). 

Senate Bill 2254 relates to state aid payments for approved early childhood education programs. 

B. Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal 
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis. 

The bill provides for up to .50 ADM for any student enrolled in an approved early childhood for purposes of 
determining state aid payments to school districts. 
The assumptions used in this fiscal note are based on current year funding generated for kindergarten in the state 
school aid formula. Kindergarten grades are at roughly 9,000 students in ADM with an effective payment rate (after 
applying formula weights) of $9, 750. 
If 9,000 students participate at .50 ADM , the cost for a biennium would be $87, 750,000. This estimate is the cost of 
full implementation in the 2014-15 school year. 
The cost will vary directly with changes in student enrollment and changes to the state school aid formula. 

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please: 

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund 
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget. 

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and 
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected. 



C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund 
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether 
the appropriation or a part of the appropriation is included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing 
appropriation. 

Funding for this bill is not included in the Executive Budget Recommendation. 

Name: Jerry Coleman 

Agency: Department of Public Instruction 

Telephone: 701-328-4051 
Date Prepared: 01/27/2015 
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2015 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Education Committee 

Missouri River Room, State Capitol 

SB 2254 
2/2/2015 

Job # 22950 (27:32) 

D Subcommittee 
D Conference Committee 

Committee Clerk Signature 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

INITIAL HEARING 
Relating to the provision of and payment for early childhood education programs 

Minutes: ments 

Chairman Flakoll called the committee to order at 10: 15am with all committee members 
present. 

Phil Murphy, District 20 Senator (see attachments #1-3) 

(7) Tim Mathern, District 11 Senator 
Senator Mathern: I support this bill. If we leave the funding and application of Pre-K to 
districts, individuals or organizations most able to develop a program, the program will be 
delivered to children that may be in least need. There are children whose parents and 
communities are not able to organize themselves for pre education. The time is coming 
when this will be viewed as a matter of constitutional rights. This bill addresses the children 
in greatest need and is an expression of providing the same possibility for every child. 
Chairman Flakoll: Have you seen the proposed amendments? 
Senator Mathern: I have not, however I believe the primary sponsor is trying to clarify the 
issues. 

(10:20) Kathy Hawkin, District 46 Representatives 
Representative Hawkin: I am an advocate for children and early childhood education. 
Nothing has changed. This is still supposed to be one of our responsibilities. All of us talk 
about it during our campaign, and too many of us forget it when we get here. After 17 years 
we have a little bit of money for childcare. In last session we got permission to do some 
Pre-K, but no money and we put caps on the mill levies so it made it impossible. There are 
many bills being offered, but we've been told that we don't have money and therefore 
cannot pass these bills. The final decisions have a ways to go. We need to keep these bills 
in the air so we have choices for the young children in the state. I would like us to be a little 
more visionary this sess. This bill is the big picture and we should never lose sight of the 
big picture. 



Senate Education Committee 
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Page 2 
(13:20) Mike Bitz, Superintendent of the Mandan School District (see attachment #4) 
Chairman Flakoll: How many mills do you have in Mandan for early childhood education? 
Bitz: Currently we are not levying any, but our general fund levy is 59 right now and we are 
not using any of our 12 miscellaneous mills. 
Chairman Flakoll: If it is important why aren't you levying any mills? 
Bitz: Right now we don't have any space and we would have to cover 100% of it. We have 
a great working relationship with both the parochial schools in Mandan- St. Joseph and 
Christ the King. We provide title, ELL and special education services. We actually bus 
parochial school students to their schools. If this bill passes, we would work with them to 
lease space. 
Chairman Flakoll: How many kids do you have with the .17 weighting factor for special 
education students for early childhood education for 3 and 4 year olds? 
Bitz: Our preschool population generally starts the year with 50 and ends with 80 because 
we identify children throughout the year. 
Senator Davison: We had testimony on the other early childhood education bill from a 
small school that had 13 in the morning and 14 in the afternoon and it was about 63-64,000 
dollars for them to run that program. I calculated that for 22-2300 per student. Is that about 
where the .3 is at? 
Bitz: It's about $2,900 in the second year of the biennium. The weighting factor is variable. 
Senator Davison: With the Mandan public schools, do you think long-term that if this bill 
passes from a superintendent standpoint, would we need more buildings? 
Bitz: If we recall when Kindergarten went from half to full day, it was up to each individual 
district to decide whether they wanted to continue half or transition into full. To my 
knowledge there are no districts that are doing half day, their communities wouldn't allow it . 
I would think it would be the same thing. Once a payment is available for Pre-K, our parents 
and patrons would obligate us and find a way to get it done to meet the needs of these 
kids. 
Senator Davison: That doesn't bother you from a superintendent's perspective? 
Bitz: I am an elementary education major. I cannot think of a better way to invest and utilize 
money as a state. It is more work for us, but the right thing to do and good for kids. 

(21:40) Rae Ann Kelsch, ND Council of Educational Leaders (see attachment #5) 
Kelsch: We support this bill although I have not seen the amended version. 

(23:05) Fern Pokorny, North Dakota United (see attachment # 6) 
Chairman Flakoll: should there be both a state and local financial involvement? 
Pokorny: Yes, if it is supported like regular K12 education programs. 

(25:40) Bradnt Dick, Superintendent of the Underwood School district 
Dick: we have had a preschool program at our school for over 20 years. We serve all of our 
students in our school district and some even from neighboring districts because of their 
lack of opportunity. Anything we can do for preschool students is a good thing. 

Chairman Flakoll closes the hearing on SB 2254 

Testimony handed in after hearing (see attachment #7) 



2015 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Education Committee 

Missouri River Room, State Capitol 

SB 2254 
2/4/2015 

Job# 23191 (17:34) 

D Subcommittee 
D Conference Committee 

Committee Clerk Signature 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

COMMITTEE ACTION 

Minutes: No attachments 

(2:30) Senator Davison: I want to change the factor to 0.30 on page 8 lines 17 and 18. We 
heard testimony from New Rockford and others regarding the current cost for providing 
early education. In my calculations it is typically around the 25-2600 mark. That isn't 
counting overhead for new buildings or if they happen to do it off campus at a church to 
cover some costs there. The 0.3 factor is around 28-2900 dollars per student. Page 5 line 5 
is the other spot that would have to be amended. 

Senator Davison makes a motion to amend the weighting factor from .5 to .3, reducing the 
fiscal note by 60%. 
Senator Oban seconds the motion. 

Senator Davison: I would like to note that Superintendent Bitz made this suggestion in his 
testimony as a way to move the bill forward and lower the fiscal note. 

A vote was taken: Yes: 5, No: 1, Absent: 0 
Chairman Flakoll opposes but the motion passes. 

Vice Chairman Rust: What is the relationship between this bill and the one you've 
introduced? 
Chairman Flakoll: There will only by one early childhood bill that will pass, if any. 
Senator Davison: Page 1 lines 23-24, beginning with the 2016-2017 school year, the 
board of each school district shall provide or contract. How is the Department of Public 
Instruction taking both years of the biennium to come up with a fiscal note? It would start in 
2016-17. Also the difference with this bill is that this is driven and controlled by the school 
district whereas SB 2151 is facilitated by and the through the school and run by the 
community with more of a voucher system in place. That is how I see it personally. They 
both have the same goal in mind to fund early childhood education. 
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Chairman Flakoll: With this bill the locals pay nothing. We would have to pick up the entire 
amount. 
Senator Schaible: This bill is a big difference from SB 2151. This bill claims that the 
schools shall provide. Now there is no longer a choice in the matter, whether they have 
room or not and whether they want to implement it or not. They take all of the local control 
out. That is a big step that I'm not willing to take. 
Senator Oban: This doesn't mandate anyone to send their children there. It's very similar 
to Kindergarten. 
Chairman Flakoll: if one parent requests it, they have to provide it. I would assume in the 
small districts, they wouldn't have to provide it if there weren't any students, correct? 
Senator Schaible: I would imagine with this, every school would. You are taking the local 
community decision out. Now you are forcing a district that majority wise they probably do 
not see this as the best use of their funds. Now if one student wants it, it shall be provided. 

Senator Davison makes a motion for a do pass as amended and rereferred to 
Appropriations. 
Senator Oban seconds the motion. 

A vote was taken: Yes: 3, No: 3, Absent: 0 
The motion fails. 

Senator Schaible motions for a do not pass. 
Vice Chairman Rust seconds the motion. 

A vote was taken: Yes: 3, No: 3, Absent: 0 
The motion fails. 

Senator Davison motions for a without committee recommendation and rereferred to 
Appropriations. 
Senator Schaible seconds the motion. 

A vote was taken: Yes: 6, No: 0, Absent: 0 
The motion passes. 

Chairman Flakoll will carry the bill. 



15.0732.02003 
Title.03000 

Adopted by the Education Committee 

February 4, 2015 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2254 

Page 5, line 5, replace "0.50" with "0.30" 

Page 8, line 18, replace "0.50" with "0.30" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 15.0732.02003 



Senate Education 

2015 SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 2254 

D Subcommittee 

Date: 2/4/2015 
Roll Call Vote #: 1 

Committee 

Amendment LC# or Description: _R_e._p_la_c_e_0_.5_fa_c_to_r_t_o_0_.3 ______________ _ 

Recommendation: IZI Adopt Amendment 

D Do Pass D Do Not Pass 
D As Amended 
D Place on Consent Calendar 

Other Actions: D Reconsider 

D Without Committee Recommendation 
D Rerefer to Appropriations 

D 

Motion Made By Senator Davison Seconded By Senator Oban 

Senators Yes No Senators Yes No 
Chairman Flakoll x Senator Marcellais x 
Vice Chairman Rust x Senator Oban x 
Senator Davison x 
Senator Schaible x 

Total (Yes) _5 __________ No _1 _____________ _ 

Absent 0 
------------------------------~ 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: Replace 0.5 factor to 0.3 



Senate Education 

2015 SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 2254 

D Subcommittee 

Amendment LC# or Description: 

Date: 2/4/2015 
Roll Call Vote #: 2 

Committee 

----------------------~ 

Recommendation : D Adopt Amendment 
IZI Do Pass D Do Not Pass 
IZI As Amended 

D Without Committee Recommendation 
IZJ Rerefer to Appropriations 

D Place on Consent Calendar 
Other Actions: D Reconsider D 

Motion Made By Senator Davison Seconded By Senator Oban 

Senators Yes No Senators Yes No 
Chairman Flakoll x Senator Marcellais x 
Vice Chairman Rust x Senator Oban x 
Senator Davison x 
Senator Schaible x 

. 
/ ._ -\/ 

(\ - /'\ '\ V-r~\ \ \ 
) 

" \ \ r"\. \,,,..\' r' \ l \ '( \. )1 -

\ \_ \ \ I l \ 'lJ ' \ 
\ '-.) "-.V 
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Total (Yes) _3 __________ No _3 _____________ _ 

Absent 0 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



Senate Education 

2015 SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 2254 

D Subcommittee 

Amendment LC# or Description: 

Date: 2/4/2015 
Roll Call Vote #: 3 

Committee 

----------------------~ 

Recommendation: D Adopt Amendment 

D Do Pass IZI Do Not Pass D Without Committee Recommendation 
IZI As Amended D Rerefer to Appropriations 
D Place on Consent Calendar 

Other Actions: D Reconsider D 

Motion Made By Senator Schaible Seconded By Vice Chairman Rust 

Senators Yes No Senators Yes No 
Chairman Flakoll x Senator Marcellais x 
Vice Chairman Rust x Senator Oban x 
Senator Davison x 
Senator Schaible x 

\, ~ ' \ / 

I\ ~ /"'-. 'V f'/\ \ \~ 
-~ \ ('\\,__' ()\[ ' \ 

v ~ '------"' '--

\\ \\)\\V' \ 

\~ 
\...,~ 

Total (Yes) _3 __________ No _3 _____________ _ 

Absent 0 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



Senate Education 

2015 SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 2254 

0 Subcommittee 

Amendment LC# or Description: 

Date: 2/4/2015 
Roll Call Vote #: 4 

Committee 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Recommendation: O Adopt Amendment 

0 Do Pass 0 Do Not Pass ~ Without Committee Recommendation 

Other Actions: 

~ As Amended 
0 Place on Consent Calendar 
0 Reconsider 

ig Rerefer to Appropriations 

0 

Motion Made By Senator Davison Seconded By Senator Schaible 

Senators Yes No Senators 
Chairman Flakoll x Senator Marcellais 
Vice Chairman Rust x Senator Oban 
Senator Davison x 
Senator Schaible x 

Total 

Absent 0 

Floor Assignment Chairman Flakoll 

Yes No 
x 
x 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



Com Standing Committee Report 
February 10, 201511:44am 

Module ID: s_stcomrep_26_018 
Carrier: Flakoll 

Insert LC: 15.0732.02003 Title: 03000 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2254: Education Committee (Sen. Flakoll, Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS 

AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends BE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION and BE REREFERRED to the 
Appropriations Committee (6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). 
SB 2254 was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 5, line 5, replace "0.50" with "0.30" 

Page 8, line 18, replace "0.50" with "0.30" 

Renumber accordingly 

(1) DESK (3) COMMITIEE Page 1 s_stcomrep_26_018 



2015 SENATE APPROPRIATIONS 

SB 2254 



2015 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Committee Clerk Signature 

Appropriations Committee 
Harvest Room, State Capitol 

SB 2254 
2/17/2015 

Job# 23956 

D Subcommittee 
D Conference Committee 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/reso ution: 

A BILL relating to early childhood education programs 

Minutes: Testimony 1 - 7 

Chairman Holmberg called the committee to order on Tuesday, February 17, 2015, at 
9:00 am in regards to SB 2254. All committee members were present. Chris Kadrmas, 
Legislative Council and Nick Creamer, OMB. 

Senator Phil Murphy District 20 introduced bill and provided written Testimony Attached# 
1, stating this is the universal Pre-K bill, it supports a half-day voluntary program which 
could be instituted in any facility or by any person with the blessing of the DPI. In support of 
this bill. Asking you to move the amendments# 15.0732.02002, attachment# 2 and the 
marked up bill attachment# 3. (4.58) 

Vice Chairman Bowman: You are proposing we start state funding all of this, instead of 
local. This is a huge growth in the cost of education. 

Senator Mathern: Explain the amendment. 

Senator Murphy: basically it says it will be 2 hours and 45 minutes a day, bottom page 1 
any person may request approval from DPI. 

Chairman Holmberg: what was the vote in the Education committee? 

Murphy: came out 3 -3. 

Chairman Holmberg: We will be talking about this bill later today. 

Superintendent Mike Bitz, Mandan School District: testified in favor of SB 2254 see 
Testimony Attached #4. (10.30) 

Senator Mathern: Are you saying that the kids who need it the most are excluded by the 
other bill and essentially we will create a bigger problem? 
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Mr. Bitz: Potentially yes, low income families are not going to be the first ones to apply to 
take advantage of this program. 

Senator Mathern What if we funded this bill just excluding the children that took advantage 
of the other program? Maybe we could do both, the 151 $6,000 we eliminate from the cost 
of this and then this would cost half as much. 

Senator Wanzek: Would you still support this bill if the funding was directed to the parents 
to utilize it to go to any preschool program that is accredited and certified (private or public) 
to go to any? 

Mr. Bitz: Are you asking if the appropriation in the other bill went up and was available to 
be used at any location; that would be much improvement over SB 2151. I prefer it to run 
through the schools because of transportation. 

Senator Wanzek: if the money was directed in a voucher system to parents, you would say 
that's an improvement to this bill. 

Mr. Bitz: that is an improvement to 2151. It allows more access to students to pre-k 
programs. It's a middle ground, I don't' think it's as good as this bill. 

Senator Erbele: How is public transportation going to work? Do you run the buses mid­
day? 

Bitz: it would be a small route in morning and then a midafternoon route. 

Senator Erbele then you are separating the rural from city children. 

Mr. Bitz: No, I think we would run a midafternoon route. 

Andy Peterson, President/CEO of the Greater North Dakota Chamber testified in favor of 
SB 2254 and provided written Testimony Attached# 5. We support early childhood 
education. (17.34) 

V.Chairman Bowman: You just said it allows everyone to succeed. Come back 20 years 
from now can you make the same statement? Kids are kids. The ones who want to 
succeed will, those who don't, won't. How can you possibly say everyone will succeed? 

Andy: We need to give opportunities for everyone and hopefully they will take them. 

Senator Heckaman: We are always looking for dollars to fund these programs, would you 
rather we fund this or income/corporate tax relief. 

Andy: I don't' want to answer. We want it all, education is one of those things as a society 
we do have to fund. 
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Senator Heckaman: as we go through this, would the chamber bring a recommendation in 
the realm of where we can find this money. Right now it is not a policy issue but a funding 
issue. Once you are putting on tax relief you are taking some programs off the table. 

Andy: we would consider that, once we get through these bills and have some 
discussions. 

Senator Carlisle: we did 6 corporate/income tax relief bills, isn't this kind of off your field? 

Andy: we have always supported education. We understand the importance of education 
in such a competitive global economy. We like tax relief and education, decisions need to 
be made but as an organization we stand in favor of education. 

Senator Wanzek: I would never support anything like this unless the power is in the hands 
of the parents to make that decision. How would you feel if the money was directed 
towards parents? 

Andy: if you are asking the difference of 2151 (more of a voucher program) and this bill, 
we like the idea of choice, I would never take away from the parents, its' their decision. 
You are a product of good parenting and a lot of education. It is both. I do believe in 
choice. 

Chairman Holmberg: anyone else? 

Fern Pokorny: ND United testified in favor of SB 2254 and provided written Testimony 
Attached # 6. Senator Wanzek, a quality program will include parents. Although our 
organization supported SB 2151 this one allows more access, we like this one better. 

Jon Godfreid, Vice President of Government relations for the Greater ND Chamber 
submitted written Testimony Attached# 7 in support of SB 2254. 

Chairman Holmberg: Would you be nervous if we looked at this bill, and because there 
are some questions about how much money we have, take it out of foundation aid and put 
it into this bill? 

Senator Mathern: I am wondering if we should adopt those amendments. 

Chairman Holmberg: We will talk about this afternoon in subcommittee. Closed the 
hearing on SB 2254. 



2015 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Committee Clerk Signature 

Appropriations Committee 
Harvest Room, State Capitol 

SB 2254 
2/17/2015 

Job# 23996 

� Subcommittee 
D Conference Committee 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

This is a subcommittee hearing on the budget of the Department of Public Instruction. 
Bills 2013, 2031, 2254, 2151, 2169. 

Minutes: 

Legislative Council - Sheila Sandness 
OMB - Tammy Dolan 

Attachment 1 - 2 

Chairman Holmberg called the committee to order on SB 2013. Senator Krebsbach and 
Senator Heckaman were also present. 

Chairman Holmberg said we have the Flakoll bill ($6M voucher for pre-school)and the 
Murphy bill for preschool. Senator Flakoll's bill would be $6M vouchers for any preschool 
program for 4 year olds. They would have to apply and the individuals in front of the 
students would have to be certified (SB 2151). SB 2254 is a competing or companion bill 
and had $52,650. 

Senator Heckaman said no one had talked to her, but she thought that for $21 M we can 
expand and merge these two bills together. Neither one will start until the 2016-17 
biennium. If we guess at 6000 students and give $2000 as a voucher, that would cost us 
$12,000 for one year. And if we take 3000 that we consider low income students and move 
their voucher up to $3000, which would be $9000 for one year for a total of $21,000. You 
would still be on the voucher system. I'm supportive of pre-K and also childcare systems 
that are out there. Coming out of the last legislative session, we asked Ms. Baesler to do a 
study and this is the results of that study. Just a thought for now. 

Chairman Holmberg: I think we're going to have a challenge to pass a bill with $6M. 

Senator Krebsbach I don't think they're ready yet. The schools aren't ready. The faculty 
isn't ready. 

Senator Heckaman: This would be a compromise between the two bills and would cover 
all the students for one year. 
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Chairman Holmberg: Let's throw the two out and get a sense of the body (Senate 
Appropriations). We can ask and see if the two can be merged. We don't want Legislative 
Council to put together an amendment that has no support. 

SB 2013 -
Senator Krebsbach asked about Section 3 - the transfer of $300M from SllF for the school 
construction loans. Is that still valid? 

Sheila Sandness said there is language in this bill about the revolving loan fund. If you 
want the revolving loan fund language that's currently in the bill, you can do that or you can 
remove that section if you want. 

Chairman Holmberg asked if there was any other revolving loan fund bills in the House -
for schools? 

Chairman Holmberg said this bill is the one with the money. The SllF fund is about close 
to zero if what they talk about is going to be in the Surge bill. Would this have to be moved 
to the general fund? 

Sheila Sandness: I'm not sure where we are in the SllF fund, but the language is in 
section 19 and 20. It's coming from the SllF fund in here. If you wanted to maintain the 
program, there isn't any money left in the SllF fund so you'd have to look at some other 
source. 

Senator Heckaman handed out amendment 15.0291.05003 - Attachment 1. 
This amendment goes into 2031 and removed the transition maximum that schools are 
allowed to get under the school per pupil payment. There are a number of schools that 
were only allowed, the first year, to get 110% more than they got the year before. Last 
year they were only allowed to get 120% of that. Some schools were at the bottom for the 
funding formula. A lot of these schools are the Native American schools, but not all. 
Maybe Yi and Yi. Those schools don't have a clue when they will get off of the maximum. 

Jerry Coleman, Dept of Public Instruction: If it continues on the same trajectory, That's 
a base line based on the effective rate that they were getting from state and local sources 
at the time the new formula went up. That has increased 10% each year, so it will be 10%, 
then 20%, 30, 40, 50 and so I'd expect that maybe in 5 years they'll all come on to the . . . . . 

Senator Heckaman: But some are not getting near what the per pupil payment is 
expected to be from the state - from the combination of the state and local funds. 

Jerry Coleman: And the reason they're on this maximum is because the formula doesn't 
consider federal funds that replace the local property tax. That's why that exists. 

Chairman Holmberg asked if this amendment was proposed to the education committee? 

Senator Heckaman: It was proposed and it didn't pass. It was before this bill was 
engrossed the last time to the 03000 version, I'm not sure. 
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Chairman Holmberg said that appropriations is usually reluctant to overturn any decisions 
made by a policy committee. 

Senator Heckaman handed out 15.0291.05002. Attachment 2. This is actually Senator 
Rust's amendment. It's on making school's whole in the oil patch when they have to deduct 
75% of their oil tax money. This is a grant. As a grant, he has gone thru and figured all of 
the schools that are losing money and according to him, $8.75M would be needed to make 
this whole. I'm bringing this forward for Senator Rust's benefit. 

Chairman Holmberg: If this was attached, then would SB 2169 be unnecessary? 

Senator Heckaman I don't know. He thought it should be in addition to 2169. 

Chairman Holmberg asked Sheila Sandness of Legislative Council to check if they are 
duplicative. 

Sheila Sandness: So the question is whether 2169 is here because they brought this 
amendment or if you need both of them or one or the other? 
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Appropriations Committee 
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Job# 24021 

D Subcommittee 

' D Conference Committee 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

A BILL for an Act regarding early childhood education 

Minutes: II Attachment # 1 

Chairman Holmberg called the committee to order on Tuesday, February 17, 2015 in 
regards to SB 2254. All committee members were present. Tammy Dolan, OMB and Chris 
Kadrmas, Legislative Council were also present. 

Chairman Holmberg we have the amendment# 15.0732.02002. Attachment# 1. 

Senator Heckaman moved the amendment. 2"d by Senator Mathern. 

Discussion followed. 

Chairman Holmberg: All in favor of the amendment# 15.0732.02002 raise your hand. 7 
yes; 6 no, it passed. 

Chairman Holmberg closed the hearing on SB 2254. 
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Job# 24036 

D Subcommittee 
D Conference Committee 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

Relating to the provision of and payment for early childhood education programs. 

Minutes: 

Senator Sorvaag moved Do Not Pass as Amended on SB 2254. 
Senator Carlisle seconded. 

A Roll Call vote was taken. Yea: 10 Nay: 3 Absent: 0 

Senator Holmberg will carry the bill on the floor. 
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Job# 24274 

D Subcommittee 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

A BILL for an Act relating to early childhood education programs. (Do Not Pass) 

Minutes: "Click to enter attachment information." 

Chairman Holmberg called the committee to order on Tuesday, February 24, 2015 in 
regards to SB 2254. Roll Call was taken. All committee members were present. Sheila M. 
Sandness, Legislative Council and Lori Laschkewitsch, OMB were also present. 

Chairman Holmberg: The first thing we need to do is take another look at 2254. It is a Pre 
K bill that has an original fiscal note of $54M. We had amendments that were proposed by 
Senator Murphy that we attached that would have dropped the price tag down and changed 
the payment factor to .3 and we attached those amendments, but the problem was we 
attached them to the wrong version of the bill, so it is incorrect. We need a motion to 
reconsider the action by which we passed the bill, which was just moved by Senator 
Mathern. 2nd Senator Robinson. All in favor of reconsidering say aye. Now we have a bill 
before us and we have an amendment that is in the process of being completed upstairs 
which would change the bill back to where we thought it was being changed, the .3 and the 
reduction of the fiscal note and we had put a do not pass on the bill, and personally, I hope 
we still do, but we said we are going to amend the bill, and I think we should. What Anita 
has said because of the issues involved she has to do a hog-house, but the hog-house will 
follow what we thought we did and what Senator Murphy was in favor of and then each one 
of will have to decide how we are going to vote on it. 

Senator Heckaman: I checked Senator Murphy's testimony that he brought in on the 
amendments to the bill and he has the waiting factor would be .3. that is what he asked for 
and that's just on the Pre K. 

Chairman Holmberg: What is the number of the amendment? 

Senator Heckaman: The number of the amendment I have is .02002. That's the one that 
he brought in. 

Chairman Holmberg: That's to the wrong version. Would the number be different? 
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Sheila M. Sandness, Legislative Council That is the wrong version. It would be the 
3000 amendment. 

Chairman Holmberg: Can you move the 3000 amendment number we haven't seen but I 
think we know what it is? 

Senator Heckaman moved the 3000 amendment. 2"d by Senator Mathern. 

Chairman Holmberg: All in favor say aye. It carried. 

V. Chairman Krebsbach moved a do not pass. Senator Wanzek second. 

Chairman Holmberg: Call the roll on a do not pass again on 2254. What's going to 
happen with this, even though we're expediting the process, it should be on the floor 
tomorrow because 2151 is the other Pre K bill and that will be held until this one is there so 
they are together. Could you call the roll on a do not pass on 2254. 

A Roll Call vote was taken. Yea: 1 O; Nay: 3; Absent: 0. Senator Holmberg will carry the bill. 
The hearing was closed on SB 2254. 

The hearing was closed on SB 2254 
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15.0732.02002 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Senator Murphy 

January 27, 2015 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2254 

Page 1, line 1, remove "subsection 2 of section 15.1-07-33, section 15.1-09-58," 

Page 1, line 2, replace "subsection 1 of secticm 15.1-09.1-10, and sections 15.1-27-03.1, 
15.1-27-15.1, and" with "sections" 

Page 1, line 2, after "15.1-27-35" insert "and 15.1-37-01" 

Page 1, remove lines 6 through 24 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 31 

Page 3, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 4, remove lines 1 through 31 

Page 5, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 6, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 7, remove lines 1 through 16 

Page 8, line 17, after the period insert "ill" 

Page 8, line 17, after "enrolled" insert "full time," 

Page 8, after line 18, insert: 

"@ The membership may be prorated for a student who is enrolled 
less than full time . 

.Ql For purposes of this subdivision, "full time" means at least two 
hours and forty-five minutes per school day. 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-37-01 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1-37-01. Early childhood education program - Approval. 

4-:- Any person or school district operating an early childhood education 
program may request approval of the program from the superintendent of public 
instruction. The superintendent shall approve an early childhood education program if 
the program: 

a-:1.,_ Is taught by individuals who are licensed to teach in early childhood 
education by the education standards and practices board; 

tr.2. Follows a developmentally appropriate curriculum; 

e-:-3. Is in compliance with all municipal and state health, fire, and safety 
requirements; and 

G:-4. Limits its enrollment to children who have reached the age of four before 
August first in the year of enrollment. 
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Title. 4000 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Senator Holmberg 

February 24, 201 5  

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2254 

Page 1 ,  line 1 ,  remove "section 1 5.1 -09-58," 

Page 1 ,  l ine 2, replace the second comma with "and" 

Page 1 ,  line 2, remove ", and 1 5.1 -27-35" 

Page 1 ,  remove lines 1 6  through 24 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 9 

Page 7, remove lines 1 7  through 31 

Page 8, remove lines 1 through 1 8  

Renumber accordingly 
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2015 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 1 '1 // 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 00 £t: 
Senate Appropriations Committee 

D Subcommittee 

Amendment LC# or Description: __ ___../...;;S:=--·~0__._7_,3....._<£~-' _D__._a"--'-O_O___..,b'---'-----

Recommendation: )fi1 Adopt Amendment 

D Do Pass D Do Not Pass 
D As Amended 
D Place on Consent Calendar 

Other Actions: D Reconsider 

D Without Committee Recommendation 
D Rerefer to Appropriations 

D 

Motion Made By d/_~ ,,.,,,.._., Seconded By d2,.::tz:4.44. / ,. 

Senators Yes No Senators Yes No 
Chairman Holmberg Senator Heckaman 
Senator Bowman Senator Mathern 
Senator Krebsbach Senator O'Connell 
Senator Carlisle Senator Robinson 
Senator Sorvaag 
Senator G. Lee 
Senator Kilzer 
Senator Erbele 
Senator Wanzek 

Total (Yes) I 

Absent 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 
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Com Standing Committee Report 
February 24, 2015 3:28pm 

Module ID: s_stcomrep_36_010 
Carrier: H olmberg 

Insert LC: 15.0732.03002 Title: 04000 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2254, as engrossed: Appropriations Committee (Sen. H olmberg, Chairman) 

recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends 
DO NOT PASS (1 0 YEAS, 3 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). 
Engrossed SB 2254 was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 1 ,  line 1 ,  remove "section 1 5. 1 -09-58," 

Page 1 ,  line 2, replace the second comma with "and" 

Page 1 ,  line 2, remove ", and 1 5. 1 -27-35" 

Page 1 ,  remove lines 16 through 24 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 9 

Page 7, remove lines 1 7  through 31 

Page 8,  remove lines 1 through 1 8  

Renumber accordingly 
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Test imony o n  2254-A U n ive rs a l  P re-K B i l l  Sen ate Ed ucation 

Co m m ittee, Fe b ru a ry 2, 2015 

M r. Cha i rm a n ,  m e m bers of the com m ittee, I a m  Se nator P h i l  M u rphy of 

District 20.  I a pp e a r  before yo u today to a p p l a u d  you r  effo rts on beha lf 

of our state's fo u r  yea r old c h i l d re n .  Th is b i l l  is merely an effo rt to 

expa nd u po n  what yo u have crafted in  the b i l l  s u pported by the 

G ove rnor 's  office, the DPI  a n d  others i ntereste d .  I rea l ize that what I 

a m  a bout to offe r i n  its a mended fo rm, s h o u l d  yo u be gracious enough 

to accept a nd a d o pt them, is more a m bit ious i n  expa n d i n g  P re-K than 

cu rrent p o l it ica l wi l l  a l lows. By the same token,  I fu l ly rea l ize that 2 15 1  

was crafted with l i m itations that m a ny of yo u may chafe at, but that 

rea l po l it i k  or  t h e  p o l it ics of rea l ity was u p permost in  yo u r  m i n d .  And 

a l so know t h at I wi l l  su pport 2151 should  t h is b i l l  s uffer the d e m ise I 

foresee.  

The d raft befo re yo u is acco m pa n ied by the a me n d ments that s i m p l ify 

it a nd t u rn it i nto a bout a two page b i l l .  To enca psu l ate its essence, th is  

b i l l  pro poses t h at our  state wo u l d  fu nd Pre-K a s  soon as  a ny person or  

school  d istrict a p p roved by the Su peri ntend ent of  DP I  is ready to offe r 

it .  The Ch rist m a s  tree ve rs ion I have ha nded to yo u e l i m i n ates a l l  

l a ngu age u nt i l  page 7 wh ich i s  exist ing la nguage i n  Sect ion 1 u nt i l , o n  

page 8, l i n e  17-2 1, it esta b l ishes that fu l l  t ime for a P re-K i s  a bout 2 

h o u rs a n d  45 m i n utes. I wo u l d  rea d Section 2 on the bottom of page 8 
with you s i m p ly to re mind u s  of what Approva l  la nguage looks l i ke .  At 

the e n d  it b ri ngs t h e  begi n n i ng d ate for P re-K a n d  4 yea r o l d s  i nto l i n e  

with the cu rrent K inderga rten d ate.  

M r. Cha i rm a n a n d  Co mm ittee, I have l ittle wish to waste yo u r  t ime with 

a rg u m e nts a bout t h e  a bi l ity of o u r  state to pay fo r U n ivers a l  Pre-K, as  it 



is  a meas u re p u ny i n  co m pa rison with o u r  l a rger depa rtme nts s u ch as  

H u m a n  Services or  Tra nsportat ion .  (The fisca l note fo r the com i ng 

b ie n n i u m  is nowh ere near  rea l ity u nt i l  a l l  d istricts wou ld be fu nct io n ing 

- we a re yea rs away fro m that) Nor do I need to exp l a i n  the efficacy a n d  

wis d o m  o f  p u b l icly fi n a n cing that wh ich o u r  Govern o r, 4 4  other  states 

a n d  o u r  l a st two p reside nts h ave a l ready end orsed s i n ce George W. 

B u s h  in h i s  SOTU of 2002. Yo u know th is is  a bo ut o u r  c h i l d ren,  that we 

n eed to get them to the sta rt ing l i n e  rea dy for K inderga rte n .  You know 

that the c u rricu l u m  is a bo ut a p pro p riate p lay to enge n d e r  both moto r 

s k i l l s  a n d  e m oti o n a l  growth so that the d ispa rity of the ach ieve ment 

ga p is  n a r rowed as  much as  poss i b le .  

In  co n cl us ion, gett ing pa re nts i nvolved at t h is stage to u n d ersta n d  their  

ch i l d 's d eve l o p m e nt, as yo u r  a m e n d ment i n 2 15 1  attem pts, i s  

i m po rta nt .  I see t h is legis lat ion going fo rwa rd i n  the futu re to a l low 

q u a l ity c h i ld ca re a n d/or Head Sta rt to use the sa me b u i l d i ngs a n d  

roo ms a s  is  d o n e  i n  some of o u r  com m u n ities a l ready. Th is i s  a bout o u r  

c h i l d re n  fi rst a n d  fore most, n ot a bout a bus i ness p l a n  or  oth e r  t u rf 

wh ich a d u lts someti mes get so ca ught u p  i n .  I a ppea r here today to 

a s k  yo u to do what m ight i n it ia l ly seem cou nter to 2 15 1's futu re but wi l l  

n ot b e  - to give t h is b i l l  a Do Pass recomme ndation s o  that the d e bate 

ca n go on to serve more a n d  m o re of o u r  ch i l d ren as  soon as  poss i b l e .  

N o rth Da kota h a d  perha ps n i n e thousa n d  fo u r  yea r  o lds  when that 

State of the U n ion was d e l ivered i n  2002 and every yea r s i n ce .  When 

w i l l  we serve them a l l ?  M r. Cha i rm a n, I sta nd fo r q u est ions .  

( 

( 

l 



15.0732.02002 

Sixty-fourth 
Legislative Assembly 

· of North Dakota 

Introduced by 

Senators Murphy, Mathern, Oban 

SENATE BILL NO. 2254 

Representatives P. Anderson , Boschee, Hawken 

1 A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact subsection 2 of section 15.1 07 33, section 15.1 09 58, 

2 subsection 1 of section 15.1 09.1 10, and sections 15.1 27 03.1, 15.1 27 15.1, andsections 

3 15.1-27-35 and 15.1-37-01 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the provision of and 

4 payment for early childhood education programs. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

6 SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 15.1 07 33 of the North Dal<ota 

7 Century Gode is amended and reenacted as follows: 

8 2. The superintendent of public instruction shall forv1ard that portion of a school district's 

9 state aid which is payable by the superintendent under subdivision nQ of subsection 1 

10 of section 15.1 27 03.1 directly to the information technology department to reimburse 

11 the department for the cost of the school district's acquisition, implementation, or 

12 utilization of PowerSchool and any related technology support services. The 

13 superintendent shall forward the amount payable under this subsection at the same 

14 time and in the same manner as provided for other state aid payments under section 

15 15.1 27 01. 

16 SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1 09 58 of the North Dakota Century Gode is 

17 amended and reenacted as follows: 

18 16.1 09 68. Early childhood education Authorization Support. 

19 .1. a TheExcept as otherwise reauired in this section . the board of a school district 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

may establish an early childhood education program and, provided the 

programfufil. is approved by the superintendent of public instruction in 

accordance with chapter 15.1 37 , ... 

b. Beginning with the 201 S 17 school year. the board of each school district shall 

provide or contract for the provision of an early childhood education program that 
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Sixty-fourth 
Legislative Assembly 

1s approved by the superintendent of public instruction . in accordance with 

chapter 15.1 37. 

3 £. A school district may support thatan early childhood education program with : 

4 1. g_,_ Local tax revenues, other than those necessary to support the district's 

5 l(indergarten program and the provision of elementary and high school 

6 educational services; 

2. b. 

3. c. 

4. d. 

11 Century Gode is amended and reenacted as follo\vs : 

12 1. The superintendent of public instruction shall foF\vard the portion of a school district's 

13 

14 

15 

16 

state aid which is payable by the superintendent under subdivision n.Q of subsection 1 

of section 15.1 27 03.1 as a result of the district's participation in a regional education 

association directly to the association in which the district participates. The 

superintendent shall foF\vard the amount payable under this subsection at the same • 

17 time and in the same manner as provided for other state aid payments under section 

18 15.1 27 01. 

19 SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1 27 03.1 of the North Dakota Century Gode is 

20 amended and reenacted as follows: 

21 15.1 27 03.1. (Effective July 1, 2013, through June 30, 2015) \\(eighted aver-age daily 

22 membership Determination. 

23 1. For each school district, the superintendent of public instruction shall multiply by: 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

a. 1.00 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in a migrant summer 

program; 

b. 1.00 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in an extended 

educational program in accordance with section 15.1 32 17; 

c. 0.60 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in a summer education 

program; 

d. 0.20 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in a home based 

education program and monitored by the school district under chapter 15.1 23; 
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e. 0.30 the number of full time equivalent students who: 

(1) On a test of English language proficiency approved by the superintendent of 

public instruction are determined to be least proficient and placed in the first 

of six categories of proficiency; and 

(2) Are enrolled in a program of instruction for English language learners; 

f. 0.25 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in an alternative high 

school; 

g. 0.20 the number of full time equivalent students attending school in a bordering 

state in accordance with section 15.1 29 01 ; 

h. 0.20 the number of full time equivalent students who: 

(1) On a test of English language proficiency approved by the superintendent of 

public instruction are determined to be more proficient than students placed 

in the first of six categories of proficiency and therefore placed in the second 

of six categories of proficiency; and 

(2) Are enrolled in a program of instruction for English language learners; 

i. 0.17 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in an early childhood 

special education program; 

j . 0.15 the number of full time equivalent students in grades six through eight 

enrolled in an alternative education program for at least an average of fifteen 

hours per week; 

I<. 0.1 O the number of students enrolled in average daily membership, if the district 

has fc·Ner than one hundred students enrolled in average daily membership and 

the district consists of an area greater than two hundred seventy five square 

miles [19424.9 hectaresl, provided that any school district consisting of an area 

greater than six hundred square miles [155399 hectares] and enrolling fewer than 

fifty students in average daily membership must be deemed to have an 

enrollment equal to fifty students in average daily membership; 

I. 0.082 the number of students enrolled in average daily membership, in order to 

support the provision of special education services; 

m. 0.07 the number of full time equivalent students who: 
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(1) On a test of English language proficiency approved by the superintendent of 

public instruction arc determined to be more proficient than students placed 

1n the second of six categories of proficiency and therefore placed in the 

third of six categories of proficiency; 

(2) Are enrolled in a program of instruction for English language learners; and 

(3) Have not been in the third of six categories of proficiency for more than 

three years; 

n. 0.025 the number of students representing that percentage of the total number of 

students in average daily membership which is equivalent to the three year 

average percentage of students in grades three through eight who are eligible for 

free or reduced lunches under the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act 

[42 U.S.G. 1751 et seq.]; 

o. 0.003 the number of students enrolled in average daily membership 1n each 

public school in the district that: 

(1) Has acquired and is utilizing the PowerSchool student information system; 

(2) Has acquired and 1s in the process of implementing the PowerSchool 

student information system; or 

(3) \'Viii acquire the PowerSchool student information system during the current 

school year, provided the acquisition is contractually demonstrated; and 

p. 0.002 the number of students enrolled in average daily membership in a school 

district that is a participating member of a regional education association meeting 

the requirements of chapter 15.1 09.1. 

23 2. The superintendent of public instruction shall determine each school district's weighted 

24 average daily membership by adding the products derived under subsection 1 to the 

25 district's average daily membership. 

26 (Effeetive after June 30, 2016) '.Yeighted average daily membership Determination. 

27 1. For each school district, the superintendent of public instruction shall multiply by: 

28 

29 

30 

31 

a. 1.00 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in a migrant summer 

program; 

b. 1.00 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled 1n an extended 

educational program 1n accordance with section 15.1 32 17; 
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c. 0.60 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in a summer education 

program; 

d. 0.50 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled 1n a home based 

education program and monitored by the school district under chapter 15.1 23; 

e. 0.50 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in an early childhood 

education program offered in accordance with section 15.1 09 58: 

f. 0.30 the number of full time equivalent students who: 

(1) On a test of English language proficiency approved by the superintendent of 

public instruction are determined to be least proficient and placed in the first 

of six categories of proficiency; and 

(2) Are enrolled in a program of instruction for English language learners; 

f.:Q::: 0.25 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in an alternative high 

school ; 

14 g . .!:1. 0.20 the number offull time equivalent students attending school in a bordering 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

state in accordance with section 15.1 29 01 ; 

h.L. 0.20 the number of full time equi•falent students who: 

(1) On a test of English language proficiency approved by the superintendent of 

public instruction are determined to be more proficient than students placed 

in the first of six categories of proficiency and therefore placed in the second 

of six categories of proficiency; and 

(2) Are enrolled in a program of instruction for English language learners; 

i.i: 0.17 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in an early childhood 

special education program; 

j .I<. 0.10 the number of students enrolled in average daily membership, if the district 

has fc'Ner than one hundred students enrolled in average daily membership and 

the district consists of an area greater than two hundred seventy five square 

miles [19424.9 hectares], provided that any school district conS1sting of an area 

greater than six hundred square miles [155399 hectares] and enrolling fc't•1er than 

fifty students in average daily membership must be deemed to have an 

enrollment equal to fifty students in average daily membership; 
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lcl 0.082 the number of students enrolled in average daily membership, in order to 

support the provision of special education services; 

l.m.. 0.07 the number of full time equivalent students who: 

(1) On a test of English language proficiency approved by the superintendent of 

public instruction are determined to be more proficient than students placed 

in the second of six categories of proficiency and therefore placed in the 

third of six categories of proficiency; 

(2) Are enrolled in a program of instruction for English language learners; and 

(3) Have not been in the third of six categories of proficiency for more than 

three years; 

11 m.a 0.025 the number of students representing that percentage of the total number of 

12 

13 

14 

15 

students in average daily membership which is equivalent to the three year 

average percentage of students in grades three through eight who are eligible for 

free or reduced lunches under the Richard 8. Russell National School Lunch Act 

[42 U.S.G. 1751 et seq.]; 

16 n.Q.. 0.006 the number of students enrolled in average daily membership in each 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

public school in the district that: 

(1) Has acquired and is utilizing the PowerSchool student information system; 

(2) Has acquired and is in the process of implementing the PmverSchool 

student information system; or 

(3) Will acquire the PovJerSchool student information system during the current 

school year, provided the acquisition is contractually demonstrated; and 

23 0.12:: 0.004 the number of students enrolled in average daily membership in a school 

24 

25 

district that is a participating member of a regional education association meeting 

the requirements of chapter 15.1 09.1. 

26 2. The superintendent of public instruction shall determine each school district's weighted 

27 

28 

average daily membership by adding the products derived under subsection 1 to the 

district's average daily membership. 

29 SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1 27 15.1 of the North Dal<ota Century Gode is 

30 amended and reenacted as follows: 
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15.1 27 15.1. Isolated school districts Transition payments. 

If during the 201 O 11 school year, a school district received payments as a result of section 

15.1 27 15, as the section existed on June 30, 2011 , and if that district is not eligible for the 

factor established under subdivision j]s of subsection 1 of section 15.1 27 03.1, the district is 

entitled to the follovt'ing transition payments: 

1. For the 2013 14 school year, an amount equal to that which the district would ha·~·e 

received under section 15.1 27 15, as the section existed on June 30, 2011 : 

2. For the 2014 15 school year. an amount equal to seventy five percent of that which 

the district would have received under section 15.1 27 16, as the section existed on 

June 30, 2011 : 

3. For the 2016 16 school year, an amount equal to fifty percent of that which the district 

would have received under section 16.1 27 16, as the section existed on June 30, 

2011 ; and 

4. For the 2016 17 school year, an amount equal to t1.venty five percent of that which 

the district would have received under section 16.1 27 15, as the section existed on 

June 30. 201 1. 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-27-35 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

amended and reenacted as follows : 

15.1-27-35. Average daily membership - Calculation. 

1. Average daily membership is calculated at the conclusion of the school year by adding 

the total number of days that each student in a given grade, school , or school district is 

in attendance during a school calendar and the total number of days that each student 

in a given grade, school , or school district is absent during a school calendar, and then 

dividing the sum by the greater of: 

a. The school district's calendar; or 

b. One hundred eighty-two. 

2. For purposes of calculating average daily membership, all students are deemed to be 

in attendance on : 

a. The three holidays listed in subdivisions b through j of subsection 1 of section 

15.1-06-02 and selected by the school board in consultation with district 

teachers; 
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b. The two days set aside for professional development activities under section 

15.1-06-04; and 

c. The two full days, or portions thereof, during which parent-teacher conferences 

are held or which are deemed by the board of the district to be compensatory 

time for parent-teacher conferences held outside regular school hours. 

6 3. For purposes of calculating average daily membership: 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

a. A student enrolled full time in any grade from one through twelve may not exceed 

an average daily membership of 1.00. The membership may be prorated for a 

student who is enrolled less than full time. 

b. A student enrolled full time in an approved regular education kindergarten 

program may not exceed an average daily membership of 1.00. The membership 

may be prorated for a student who is enrolled less than full time. 

c. A student enrolled full time, as defined by the superintendent of public instruction , 

in an approved early childhood special education program may not exceed an 

average daily membership of 1.00. The membership may be prorated for a 

student who is enrolled less than full time. 

d. LJ..L_A student enrolled full time. in an approved early childhood education 

program may not exceed an average daily membership of 0.50. 

(2) The membership may be prorated for a student who is enrolled less than full 

time. 

(3) For purposes of this subdivision, "full time" means at least two hours and 

22 forty-five minutes per school day. 

23 SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-37-01 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

24 amended and reenacted as follows: 

25 15.1-37-01. Early childhood education program - Approval. 

26 4o Any person or school district operating an early childhood education program may request 

27 approval of the program from the superintendent of public instruction. The superintendent shall 

28 approve an early childhood education program if the program: 

29 a:-.1. Is taught by individuals who are licensed to teach in early childhood education by the 

30 education standards and practices board; 

31 &.-£. Follows a developmentally appropriate curriculum; 
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1 e:-.J_ Is in compliance with all municipal and state health, fire, and safety requirements; and 

2 0:4. Limits its enrollment to children who have reached the age of four before August first in 

3 the year of enrollment. 

4 2. In determining the state aid payments to wh1eh a school distnet 1s entitled. the 

5 

6 

superintendent of pubhe instruction may not eount any student enrolled in a regular 

early childhood education program 
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Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for '2/?.-/ 15 
Senator Murphy 

January 27, 2015 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2254 

Page 1, line 1, remove "subsection 2 of section 15.1-07-33, section 15.1-09-58," 

Page 1, line 2, replace "subsection 1 of section 15.1-09.1-10, and sections 15.1-27-03.1, 
15.1-27-15.1, and" with "sections" 

Page 1, line 2, after "15.1-27-35" insert "and 15.1-37-01" 

Page 1, remove lines 6 through 24 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 31 

Page 3, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 4, remove lines 1 through 31 

Page 5, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 6, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 7, remove lines 1through16 

Page 8, line 17, after the period insert "ill" 

Page 8, line 17, after "enrolled" insert "full time," 

Page 8, after line 18, insert: 

"{2} The membership may be prorated for a student who is enrolled 
less than full time. 

Ql For purposes of this subdivision , "full time" means at least two 
hours and forty-five minutes per school day. 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-37-01 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1-37-01. Early childhood education program - Approval. 

+. Any person or school district operating an early childhood education 
program may request approval of the program from the superintendent of public 
instruction. The superintendent shall approve an early childhood education program if 
the program: 

&.i Is taught by individuals who are licensed to teach in early childhood 
education by the education standards and practices board ; 

&..b Follows a developmentally appropriate curriculum; 

e--:~ Is in compliance with all municipal and state health, fire , and safety 
requirements ; and 

&.4. Limits its enrollment to children who have reached the age of four before 
August first in the year of enrollment. 
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~ In determining the state aid payments to •11hich a school district is entitled, 
the superintendent of public instruction may not count any student enrolled 
in a regular early childhood education program. 

Renumber accordingly 
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Testimony i n  Support of 
SB 2254 

N D  Senate Education Comm ittee 
February 2,  201 5 

By: Mike Bitz 
(701 ) 391 -8664 

Chairma n F l a ko l l  a nd mem bers of the Senate Ed ucation Committee, I a pp reciate 

the oppo rtu n ity to come before you this morning in su pport of SB 2254. My 

name is M ike Bitz a n d  I am the s u perintendent of the M a n d a n  School District. 

Before I begin, I wa nt to tha n k  the members of this com mittee for giving a DO 

PASS to SB 2 15 1, the other preschool b i l l .  That b i l l  is  a step in the right d i rection .  

If passed, i t  wi l l  a l low N D  t o  j o i n  44 other states w h o  recogn ize t h e  importa nce of 

ea rly i nte rvention, a n d  who provide state do l lars to pre-K ed u cation . 

Resea rch s hows that chi ldre n  from low i ncome fa m i l ies ca n especi a l ly benefit 

from a q u a l ity pre-K experience. A 2013 Sta nford U n iversity study found that by 

18 months, tod d l e rs from low i ncome fa mi l ies a l ready were seve ra l  months 

behind t h e i r  more adva ntaged peers in  la nguage development. This ga p 

cont inues to wid e n  before school entry at age 5, leaving d isadva ntaged students 

up to two yea rs beh ind .  



W h i l e  SB 2 15 1  is a step i n  the right d i rection,  S B  2254 is where preschool 

ed ucation in ND needs to eve ntua l ly end u p .  Although SB2151 wi l l  give low 

i ncome fa m i l ies u p  to $1, 500, to put towa rd the cost of a pre-K progra m, I a m  

conce rned that this  contri bution wi l l  not be enough to get the need iest students 

into a pre-K progra m .  M a ny low i ncome fa m i l ies wi l l  be una ble to come u p  with 

the add itiona l  fu nds  they need to e n ro l l  their  chi ldre n  i nto a high q u a l ity pre-K 

progra m .  Low i ncome fa m i l ies wi l l  a lso be at a d isadva ntage in registering the ir  

c h i ld re n  i n  t ime to q u a l ify for the l i m ited n u m ber  of  pre-K s lots that  wi l l  be 

ava i la b le u nder S B 2 15 1 .  Although SB215 1 is  a step i n  the right d i rection, it 

pote ntia l ly wi l l  widen the ach ievement ga p that exists for ch i ldre n  l iv ing in low 

i ncome homes, beca use u nfortunate ly, low i ncome fa mi l ies wi l l  not be a ble to 

ta ke adva ntage of preschool the way it is structu red in SB 2121 .  

The fisca l note on S B  2254 assumes a .5 weighted factor m u lt ip l ied by the per  

pup i l  payment for both yea rs of  the bien n i u m .  The other preschool b i l l  does  not 

have a ny expen d itu re i n  the fi rst yea r  of the b ie n n i u m  a nd ca l l s  for a $6 m i l l io n  

a l location i n  the 2nd year.  With a few s im ple amendme nts to SB 2254, this 

com m ittee cou l d  s ign ifica ntly reduce the fisca l note on SB 2254. If the weighted 

factor were red uced from .5 to .3. a nd it was o n ly a l located in the 2nd yea r  of the 

b ie n n i u m, the fisca l n ote to se rve 6,000 students (which is  the n u m ber  that SB 

2151 is hoping to serve) would be $17,578, 800. If you wa nted to serve a l l  9,000 

pre-K stud ents who wou ld be e l igib le,  the tota l fisca l note wou ld be $26,368, 200 

(per pu pi l  payment of $9, 766 x .3 = $2,929.80 per student x 9,000 students = 

$26,368,200) .  I n  other  words by appropriating a n  additiona l  $20 m i l l io n  d o l l a rs, 

you w i l l  be giving EVERY CH I LD the opportu n ity to e n rol l  in a h igh q u a l ity pre-K 

• 



p rogram .  One other a dvantage to this a pp roach is  that by run ni ng the pre-K 

p rogram s  through the p u bl ic  school districts, pre-K students wi l l  h ave a ccess to 

b ussing. This wi l l  remove one more barrier that low income fam i l ies  face when 

they try to e n ro l l  their chi ldre n  in  a high q u a l ity preschool .  

In  c losing I strongly u rge you to do the right thing for ALL North Dakota pre-K 

students and give a DO PASS to S B  2254. 

I 'd  be h a p py to a n swer a ny q uestions that you may have. 



SB 2254 - Provision and Payment of Early Chi ldhood Education Programs 

Testimony - N DCEL - North Da kota Council of Educational Leaders 

February 2"d, 2015 

Cha ri m a n  F lakol l ,  m e m be rs of the Senate Ed ucatio n  Co m m ittee, my name is Rae Ann Kelsch - a 

registe red lo bbyist for the N o rth Da kota Co u nci l  of Educational  Leaders. 

Tha n k  yo u for the o p po rt u nity to share some thoughts rega rding Early Ed ucation and our support of 

SB 2254. 

There is certa i n ly a need for Pre-K ed ucatio n for al l  chi ldre n  and co m m u n ities i n  our state. N DC E L  is a l so 

aware of the road b l ocks that conti n ue to exist i n  our  state. We e nter i nto this conve rsation with a long 

te rm visio n for ed ucation of our youth. At some poi nt i n  ti me, we a re hopeful  that there wi l l  be a n  

opportunity for P re-K for a l l  youth i n  N D, prepa ring them for success. We bel ieve that a ny 

co nversation that can be had by the legislatu re, that wi l l  u lt imately provide for early ed ucatio n 

o p po rtun ities fo r o u r  yo uth is both necessary a n d  welcome.  

N DC E L  supports S B  2254 



Great Public Schools Great Public Service 

Testimony of Fern Pokorny 
Support for SB 2254 

February 2, 2015 

Good morning Mr. Chairman Flakoll and Members of the Senate Education 
Committee. For the record my name is Fern Pokorny with North Dakota 
United. I am here in support of SB 2254. 

Early Childhood Education is one of the best investments our state can 
make. 
Research shows that providing a high quality education for children before 
they turn five yields significant long-term benefits. 

One well-known study, the High/Scope Perry Preschool Study found that 
individuals who enrolled in a quality preschool program ultimately earned 
up to $2,000 more per month than those who were not. Young people who 
were in preschool programs are more likely to graduate from high school, 
to own homes, and have longer marriages. Cost-benefit analysis revealed 
that, over the lifetimes of the participants, the preschool program returned 
to the public an estimated $7.16 for every dollar spent. 

Other studies, like the Abecedarian Project, show simi lar results. Child ren 
in quality preschool programs are less likely to repeat grades, need specia l 
education, or get into future trouble with the law. 

Early childhood education makes good economic sense, as well. In Early 
Childhood Development: Economic Development with a High Public Return, 
a high-ranking Federal Reserve Bank official pegs its return on investment 
at 12 percent, after inflation. 

NDU believes there should be dedicated funding for early childhood 
education. Public schools should be the primary provider of pre­
kindergarten programs, and additional funding must be allocated to finance 
them in the same manner as K-12 schools. 

J' 
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Testimony of Jon Godfread 
Greater North Dakota Chamber of Commerce 

SB 2254 
February 2, 20 1 5  

Greater North Dakota Chamber 

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name is Jon Godfread, I am the Vice 
President of Government Relations for the Greater North Dakota Chamber, the champions for 
business in North Dakota. GNDC is working on behalf of our more than 1 ,  1 00 members, to build 
the strongest business environment in North Dakota. GNDC also represents the National 
Association of Manufacturers and works c losely with the U . S .  Chamber of Commerce. As a 
group we stand in in Support of SB 2254. 

By investing in Early Childhood Education today, we prepare our workforce of the 
future, creating a strong foundation for innovation and prosperity in North Dakota. Children 
who received a quality early chi ldhood educations have shown: 
• Higher high school graduation rates 
• Higher median incomes as working adults 
• More home ownership 
• And fewer arrests and incarcerations 

There are many educational experts who can better speak to the studies and how Early 
Childhood Education prepares students, we agree with their findings but I wanted to share some 
of what we would consider the direct/immediate impacts this investment could make. As we are 

faced with a workforce shortage in North Dakota, investment in Early Childhood Education can 
help ease that pressure on many fronts. 
• Al lows an alternative to daycare 
• Al lows full participation of the workforce 
• Fully prepared workforce 
• Return on investment 
• Quality of l ife 

The GNDC also stood in full support of SB 2 1 5 1  which provides grants for early childhood 
education, we also wanted to be on record showing our full support for universal early childhood 
education, and thus we are supporting SB 2254. 

We understand that given our current revenue projections and the uncertainty that is  facing this 
budgeting process, that $87 million is  a significant investment. But because we believe early 
chi ldhood education prepares our chi ldren to become tomorrow' s workforce we bel ieve it is 
important and this is an important discussion to have. We would support a DO PASS 
recommendation on S B  2254 to keep the discussion going as things start to shape out with the 
budgeting process we wil l  better know if there is money to make this important investment. 

Because of those reasons we would urge a DO PASS recommendation on SB 2254. 
Champions �� Business 

PO Box 2639 P: 701-222-0929 
Bismarck, ND 58502 F: 701-222-1611 

www.ndchamber.com 
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Testimony o n  2254 - Approps Com mittee ,)/ 5.8 �e16; 
M r. Chairma n a n d  com mittee, I a m  Senator P h i l  M u rphy from district 20 which 

b u m ps up aga inst the Cha ir's  d istrict i n  southern GF County. This i s  the u n iversa l 

P re-K b i l l .  It suppo rts a h a lf day, vol untary p rogram which cou ld be  instituted i n  

a ny faci l ity o r  b y  a ny person with t h e  b lessi ng of the D P I .  It  h a s  a cost o f  26 

m i l l io n  per  yea r  on the fisca l note, which would  not be reached for severa l yea rs 

as  m a ny com m u n ities would not be  ready to a pply for the p rogram for some 

time. 72 o r  so com m u n ities a re a l ready run n i ng some type of P re-K with whatever 

l oca l fun d i n g  they h ave been a b l e  to patch together.  A l ready a pproved, the state 

wou ld fun d  them at .3 of the D P I  weighti ng factor starting next year.  The b i l l  as I 

have proposed it wou ld have them i n  attenda nce for 2 :45 h o u rs a day.  This b i l l  

gives com m u n ities t i m e  t o  pre pare if they wish to. It  works with dayca re 

p rovid e rs a nd/Head Sta rt people by a l lowing ch i ldre n  to stay in one faci l ity a l l  day 

so that pa re nts do n ot have to run their  ch i ldren a round in  the m idd l e  of the work 

day. Lots of cou ntries a n d  states fol low this type of mod e l .  

M r. C h a i rm a n, I b rought t h e  b i l l  i nto o u r  Senate Ed com m ittee as I h ave brought 

it to you .  Due perha ps to inexperience or oversight, the a mend ments you have 

which wou ld render  th is  a s imple,  two page b i l l  were never m ove d .  Some i n  that 

com m ittee were sad that they d id not move them, some not. With you r  

G overnor stati ng the positive a n d  last ing effects of Pre-K i n  conj unction with U S  

P res idents a t  least as  fa r back as  George W.  Bush i n  h i s  SOTU of 2002, a n d  the ir  

u rg ing to put fu n d i ng b e h i nd every chi ld, I wi l l  not attem pt to exp l a i n  why it i s  

efficacious. I w o u l d  t e l l  t h e  committee that t h i s  is  t h e  o n ly b i l l  o n  t h i s  topic which 

does s u p po rt every c h i ld ,  rather tha n picking winners a n d  losers. 

M r. Cha irm a n  a nd com mittee, a l l  I am asking is for you to m ove a n d  a pprove 

these a me n d m e nts i n  front of you so that I ca n bring the b i l l  I i ntended to the 

body. This  w i l l  preclude me h aving to b ring the a mendment to the floor. I ask you 

to let it rise or fa l l  on its own merits. Tha n k  you . 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2254 

Page 1, line 1, remove "subsection 2 of section 15.1-07-33, section 15.1-09-58," 

Page 1, line 2, replace "subsection 1 of section 15.1-09.1-10, and sections 15.1-27-03.1, 
15.1 -27-15.1, and" with "sections" 

Page 1, line 2, after"15.1-27-35" insert "and 15.1-37-01" 

Page 1, remove lines 6 through 24 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 31 

Page 3, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 4, remove lines 1 through 31 

Page 5, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 6, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 7, remove lines 1 through 16 

Page 8, line 17, after the period insert "ill" 

Page 8, line 17, after "enrolled" insert "full time." 

Page 8, after line 18, insert: 

"@ The membership may be prorated for a student who is enrolled 
less than full time . 

.Ql For purposes of this subdivision, "full time" means at least two 
hours and forty-five minutes per school day. 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-37-01 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1-37-01. Early childhood education program - Approval. 

~ Any person or school district operating an early childhood education 
program may request approval of the program from the superintendent of public 
instruction. The superintendent shall approve an early childhood education program if 
the program: 

a:-1.:_ Is taught by individuals who are licensed to teach in early childhood 
education by the education standards and practices board; 

&.2. Follows a developmentally appropriate curriculum; 

&.3. Is in compliance with all municipal and state health, fire, and safety 
requirements; and 

44. Limits its enrollment to children who have reached the age of four before 
August first in the year of enrollment. 
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~ In determining the state aid payments to which a school district is entitled , 
the superintendent of public instruction may not count any student enrolled 
in a regular early ch ildhood education program. 

Renumber accordingly 
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15.0732.02002 

Sixty-fourth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota 

Introduced by 

Senators Murphy, Mathern, Oban 

SENATE BILL NO. 2254 

Representatives P. Anderson, Boschee, Hawken 

1 A BILL for an Act to amend and reenact subsection 2 of section 15.1 07 33, section 15.1 09 58. 

2 subsection 1 of section 15.1 09.1 10, and sections 15.1 27 03.1. 15.1 27 15.1, andsections 

3 15.1-27-35 and 15.1-37-01 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to the provision of and 

4 payment for early childhood education programs. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

6 SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Subsection 2 of section 15.1 07 33 of the North Dakota 

7 Century Gode is amended and reenacted as follmvs: 

8 2. The superintendent of public instruction shall forward that portion of a school district's 

9 state aid which is payable by the superintendent under subdivision nQ of subsection 1 

10 of section 15.1 27 03.1 directly to the information technology department to reimburse 

11 the department for the cost of the school district's acquisition, implementation, or 

12 utilization of PowerSchool and any related technology support services. The 

13 superintendent shall forward the amount payable under this subsection at the same 

14 time and in the same manner as provided for other state aid payments under section 

15 15.12701 . 

16 SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1 09 58 of the North Dakota Century Gode is 

17 amended and reenacted as follov.'S: 

18 16.1 09 68. Early childhood education Authorization Support. 

19 .L Q;: TheExcept as othen11ise required in this section, the board of a school district 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

may establish an early childhood' education program and, provided the 

programthfil is approved by the superintendent of public instruction in 

accordance with chapter 15.1 37 .... 

b. Beginning 1with the 2016 17 school' year, the board of each school district shall 

provide or contract for the prmdsion of an early childhood education program that 
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is approved by the superintendent of public instruction. in accordance with 

chapter 16.1 37. 

3 £. A school district may support thatan early childhood education program with: 

4 

5 

6 

1. Y.. Local tax revenues, other than those necessary to support the district's 

kindergarten program and the provision of elementary and high school 

educational services; 

7 2. ~ State moneys specifically appropriated for the program; 

8 3. :Q;: Federal funds specifically appropriated or approved for the program; and 

9 4. ct.. Gifts, grants, and donations specifically given for the program. 

10 SECTION 3.AMENDMENT. Subsection 1of-section16.1 09.110 of the North Oalmta 

11 Century Code is amended and reenacted as follmvs : 

12 1. The superintendent of public instruction shall foF\vard the portion of a school district's 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

state aid 'Nhich is payable by the superintendent under subdivision nQ. of subsection 1 

of section 16.1 27 03.1 as a result of the district's participation in a regional education 

association directly to the association in ·11hich the district participates. The 

superintendent shall forward the amount payable under this subsection at the same 

time and in the same manner as provided for other state aid payments under section 

16.1 27 01 . 

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1 27 03.1 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

'amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1 27 03.1. (Effective July 1, 2013, thFough June 30, 2015) Weighted a>+•eFage daily 

membeFship DeteFmination. 

1. For each school district, the superintendent of public instruction shall multiply by: 

a. 1.00 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in a migrant summer 

program; 

b. 1.00 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in an extended 

educational program in accordance with section 16.1 32 17; 

c. 0.60 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in a summer education 

program; 

d. 0.20 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in a home based 

education program and monitored by the school district under chapter 16.1 23; 
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e. 0.30 the number of full time equivalent students who: 

(1) On a test of English language proficiency approved by the superintendent of 

public instruction are determined to be least proficient and placed in the first 

of six categories of proficiency· and 

(2) Are enrolled in a program of instruction for English language learners; 

f. 0.25 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in an alternative high 

school; 

g. 0.20 the number of full time equivalent students attending school in a bordering 

state in accordance with section 15.1 29 01 ; 

h. 0.20 the number of full time equivalent students v1ho: 

(1) On a test of English language proficiency approved by the superintendent of 

public instruction arc determined to be more proficient than students placed 

in the first of six categories of proficiency and therefore placed in the second 

of six categories of proficiency; and 

(2) Arc enrolled in a program of instruction for English language learners; 

i. 0.17 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in an early childhood 

special education program; 

j . 0.15 the number of full time equivalent students in grades six through eight 

enrolled in an alternative education program for at least an average of fifteen 

hours per weel<; 

I<. 0.10 the number of students enrolled in average daily membership. if the district 

has fewer than one hundred students enrolled in average daily membership and 

the district consists of an area greater than two hundred seventy five square 

miles [19424.9 hectares], provided that any school district consisting of an area 

greater than six hundred square miles [155399 hectares] and enrolling fewer than 

fifty students in average daily membership must be deemed to have an 

enrollment equal to fifty students in average daily membership; 

I. 0.082 the number of students enrolled in average daily membership, in order to 

support the provision of special education services: 

m. 0.07 the number of full time cqui'4'alcnt students '#ho: 
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(1) On a test of English language proficiency approved by the superintendent of 

public instruction arc determined to be more proficient than students placed 

in the second of six categories of proficiency and therefore placed in the 

third of six categories of proficiency; 

(2) /\re enrolled in a program of instruction for English language learners; and 

(3) Have not been in the third of six categories of proficiency for more than 

three years; 

n. 0.025 the number of students representing that percentage of the total number of 

students in average daily membership which is equivalent to the three year 

average percentage of students in grades three through eight who arc eligible for 

free or reduced lunches under the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act 

f42 U.S.G. 1751 et seq.]; 

o. 0.003 the number of students enrolled in average daily membership in each 

public school in the district that: 

(1) Has acquired and is utilizing the PowerSchool student information system; 

(2) Has acquired and is in the process of implementing the PowerSchool 

student information system; or 

(3) Will acquire the PowerSchool student information system during the current 

school year, provided the acquisition is contractually demonstrated; and 

p. 0.002 the number of students enrolled in average daily membership 1n a school 

district that is a participating member of a regional education association meeting 

the requirements of chapter 15.1 09.1. 

23 2. The superintendent of public instruction shall determine each school district's weighted 

24 average daily membership by adding the products derived under subsection 1 to the 

25 district's average daily membership. 

26 (Effccti'lc after June 39, 2916) \".'eighted average daily membership Determination. 

27 1. For each school district, the superintendent of public instruction shall multiply by: 

28 

29 

30 

31 

a. 1.00 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in a migrant summer 

program; 

b. 1.00 the number of full time equivalent students enrolled in an extended 

educational program in accordance with section 15.1 32 17; 
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c. 0.60 the nur=nber of full tir=ne equivalent students enrolled in a summer education 

prograr=n; 

d. 0.50 the number of full tir=nc equivalent students enrolled in a hor=ne based 

education prograr=n and r=nonitored by the school district under chapter 15.1 23; 

e. 0.50 the number of full tir=ne equivalent students enrolled in an earlv childhood 

education program offered in accordance with section 15.1 09 58; 

t 0.30 the number of full tir=ne equivalent students . ...,ho: 

(1) On a test of English language proficiency approved by the superintendent of 

public instruction arc deterr=nined to be least proficient and placed in the first 

of six categories of proficiency; and 

(2) /\re enrolled in a program of instruction for English language learners; 

f .Q:z 0.25 the nur=nbcr of full tir=ne equivalent students enrolled in an alternative high 

school ; 

14 g.b:., 0.20 the number of full tir=nc equivalent students attending school in a bordering 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

state in accordance 'Nith section 15.1 29 01 ; 

h.L. 0.20 the number of full tir=ne equivalent students who: 

(1) On a test of English language proficiency approved by the superintendent of 

public instruction are deterr=nined to be r=nore proficient than students placed 

in the first of six categories of proficiency and therefore placed in the second 

of six categories of proficiency; and 

(2) /\re enrolled in a program of instruction for English language learners: 

ii 0.17 the nur=nber of full tir=ne equivalent students enrolled in an early childhood 

special education prograr=n; 

j .lc 0.10 the nur=nber of students enrolled in average daily mer=nbership, if the district 

has fe•Ner than one hundred students enrolled in average daily membership and 

the district consists of an area greater than two hundred seventy five square 

r=niles [19424.9 hectares], provided that any school district consisting of an area 

greater than six hundred square r=niles [155399 hectares] and enrolling fewer than 

fifty students in average daily mer=nbership r=nust be deer=ned to have an 

enrollment equal to fifty students in average daily membership; 
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lc~ I 0.082 the number of students enrolled in average daily membership, in order te-

support the provision of special education services; 

.m. I 0.07 the number of full time equivalent students who: 

m.fu 

A.O. 

O.Jt: 

(1) On a test of English language proficiency approved by the superintendent of 

public instruction are determined to be more proficient than students placed 

in the second of six categories of proficiency and therefore placed in the 

third of six categories of proficiency; 

(2) Are enrolled in a program of instruction for English language learners; and 

(3) Have not been in the third ofsix categories of proficiency for more than 

three years : 

0.025 the number of students rep.resenting that percentage of the total number of 

students in average daily membership \vhich is equivalent to the three year 

average percentage of students in grades three through eight who are eligible for 

free or reduced lunches under the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act 

[42 U.S.G. 1751 et seq.]; 

0.006 the number of students enrolled in average daily membership in each 

public school in the district that: 

(1) Has acquired and is utilizing the PowerSchool student information system; 

(2) Has acquired and is in the process of implementing the PowerSchool 

student information system; or 

(3) Will acquire the PowerSchool student information system during the current 

school year, provided the acquisition is contractually demonstrated; and 

0.004 the number of students enrolled in average daily membership in a school 

district that is a participating member of a regional education association meeting 

the requirements of chapter 15.1 09.1. 

2. The superintendent of public instruction shall determine each school district's weighted 

average daily membership by adding the products derived under subsection 1 to the 

district's average daily membership. 

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1 27 15.1 of the North Dal<0ta Century Gode is 

amended and reenacted as follows: 

3-~ 
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1 15.1 27 15.1. Isolated school districts Transition payments. 

2 If during the 2010 11 school year, a school district received payments as a result of section 

3 15.1 27 15, as the section existed on June 30. 2011 , and if that district is not eligible for the 

4 factor established under subdivision jk of subsection 1 of section 15.1 27 03.1, the district is 

5 entitled to the follo·.ving transition payments: 

6 ' 1. For the 2013 14 school year, an amount equal to that vo<hich the district would have 

7 received under section 15.1 27 15, as the section existed on June 30, 2011 ; 

8 2. For the 2014 15 school year, an amount equal to seventy five percent of that which 

9 

10 

the district would have received under section 15.1 27 15, as the section existed on 

June 30, 2011 : 

11 3. For the 2015 16 school year. an amount equal to fifty percent of that \Vhich the district 

12 would have received under section 15.1 27 15, as the section existed on June 30, 

13 2011 ; and 

14 4. For the 2016 17 school year, an amount equal to t'.venty five percent of that which 

15 the district would have received under section 15.1 27 15, as the section existed on 

16 June 30. 2011 . 

17 SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-27-35 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

18 amended and reenacted as follows: 

19 15.1-27-35. Average daily membership - Calculation. 

20 1. Average daily membership is calculated at the conclusion of the school year by adding 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

the total number of days that each student in a given grade, school , or school district is 

in attendance during a school calendar and the total number of days that each student 

in a given grade, school , or school district is absent during a school calendar, and then 

dividing the sum by the greater of: 

a. The school district's calendar; or 

b. One hundred eighty-two. 

27 2. For purposes of calculating average daily membership, all students are deemed to be 

28 

29 

30 

31 

in attendance on: 

a. The three holidays listed in subdivisions b through j of subsection 1 of section 

15.1-06-02 and selected by the school board in consultation with district 

teachers; 
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b. The two days set aside for professional development activities under section 

15.1-06-04; and 

c. The two full days, or portions thereof, during which parent-teacher conferences 

are held or which are deemed by the board of the district to be compensatory 

time for parent-teacher conferences held outside regular school hours . 

6 3. For purposes of calculating average daily membership: 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

a. A student enrolled full time in any grade from one through twelve may not exceed 

an average daily membership of 1.00. The membership may be prorated for a 

student who is enrolled less than full time. 

b. A student enrolled full time in an approved regular education kindergarten 

program may not exceed an average daily membership of 1.00. The membership 

may be prorated for a student who is enrolled less than full time. 

c. A student enrolled full time, as defined by the superintendent of public instruction, 

in an approved early childhood special education program may not exceed an 

average daily membership of 1.00. The membership may be prorated for a 

student who is enrolled less than full time. 

d. LJ.L_A student enrolled full time. in an approved early childhood education 

program may not exceed an average daily membership of 0.50. 

(2) The membership may be prorated for a student who is enrolled less than full 

1lr.llit. 

(3) For purposes of this subdivision. "full time" means at least two hours and 

22 forty-five minutes per school day. 

23 SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-37-01 of the North Dakota Century Code is 

24 amended and reenacted as follows: 

25 15.1-37-01. Early childhood education program -Approval. 

26 I L+- Any person or school district operating an early childhood education program may request 

27 approval of the program from the superintendent of public instruction. The superintendent shall 

28 approve an early childhood education program if the program: 

29 a-} Is taught by individuals who are licensed to teach in early childhood education by the 

30 education standards and practices board; 

31 &..2. Follows a developmentally appropriate curriculum; 
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1 e:-3 Is in comptiance with all municipal and state health, fire, and safety requirements; and 

2 G-4.. Limits its enrollment to children who have reached the age of four before August first in 

3 the year of enrollment. 

4 2 In cieterm1ning the state aid oa•tments to which a school d1stnet 1s entitled . the 

5 

6 

superintendent et public 1nstruet1on may not count any student enrolled 1n a regular 

earl~ ch1ldhooo eciueation program 
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SB 2254 

ND Senate Appropriations Committee 
February 1 7, 201 5 

By: Mike Bitz 
(701)  391 -8664 
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5E;. J 51 

C h a i rm a n  H o l m berg a n d  members of the Senate Appropriat ions 

Committee, I a ppreci ate the opport u n ity to come before you this morn i n g  

i n  s u p po rt o f  S B  225�. My n a m e  i s  M i ke B itz a nd I a m  t h e  s u peri n tendent 

of the M a n d a n  School D istrict. 

B efore I begi n, I want to t h a n k  the Senate Edu cation Comm ittee for g ivi n g  a 

DO PASS to S B  2 1 5 1 ,  the other preschool b i l l .  That bi l l  is  a step i n  the  rig ht 

d i rect ion.  If passed, it wi l l  a l l ow N D  to join  44 other states who recog n ize 

the  i m porta nce of ear ly intervention, a nd who provide state d o l l a rs to pre- K 

ed ucation. 

Research shows that ch i l d ren  from l ow i ncome fam i l i es ca n especia l ly 

benefit from a q u a l ity p re-K experience. A 20 1 3  Stanford U n iversity study 

fou nd that by 1 8  month s, todd lers from l ow i ncome fam i l ies a l ready were 

severa l months beh i n d  the ir  more a dvantag ed peers in l a ng uage 

d eve lopment. Th is  gap contin ues to  widen before school entry at  age 5 ,  

l eavi n g  d i sa dva ntaged students u p  to  two years behi n d .  



Whi le  S B  2 1 5 1 , the other preschool b i l l , i s  a step i n  the rig ht d i rect ion, S B  

2254 i s  where preschool  ed ucation i n  N D  need s to eventu a l ly e n d  u p. 

Althoug h S B 2 1 5 1  wi l l  g ive low i ncome fa m i l ies u p  to $ 1 , 500, to put towa rd 

the cost of a pre-K  prog ra m, I a m  concerned that th is  contri but ion wi l l  not 

be enoug h to g et the need iest stu dents i nto a pre-K  prog ra m .  M a ny low 

i ncome fa m i l ies w i l l  be u na b l e  to come u p  with the add it iona l fu nds they 

need to enro l l  the ir  ch i l d ren i nto a h i g h  q u a l ity pre- K prog ra m.  Low i ncome 

fa m i l ies wi l l  a l so be at a d i sadva ntage in  reg isteri ng the i r  ch i l d ren in t ime to 

q ua l ify for the l i m ited n u m ber of pre-K s lots that wi l l  be ava i l a b le  u nder 

S B 2 1 5 1 . Althoug h S B2 1 5 1  i s  a step i n  the rig ht d i rection,  it potentia l ly wi l l  

widen t h e  ach ievement g a p  that exists for c h i l d ren l ivi ng i n  low i n come 

homes, beca u se u nfort u nately, l ow i ncome fa m i l ies wi l l  not be able to ta ke 

a dva ntage of preschool the way it is structu red i n  SB 2 1 2 1 .  

With the a mend ment passed by the Senate Ed.  Committee putti ng the 

weig hted factor at .3 ,  the tota l fi sca l note for yea r two of the b ien n i u m, if 

every fou r  yea r o ld pa rt ic i pated is $26,368,200, (per pupil payment of 

$Q 766 x .3 = $2929.80 per student x QOOO students = $2�368,200). In 

other word s by a ppropriati ng a n  add itiona l  $20 m i l l ion  d o l l a rs over what is  

bei ng proposed in  S B2 1 5 1 ,  you w i l l  be g ivi ng EVERY CHILD the opportu n ity 

to enro l l  i n  a h i g h  q u a l ity pre-K prog ra m .  I ca n not th i n k  of a better 

i nvestment that the 64th Leg is l ative Assem bly cou ld  ma ke. 

' 



One other adva ntage to S B2254 i s  that by ru n n i n g  the pre - K  prog ra m s  

th ro u g h  the p u bl ic school d i stricts, pre- K students wi l l  have access t o  p u b l i c  

school tra nsportation .  Th i s  wi l l  remove one more barr ier t h a t  l ow i ncome 

fam i l ies face when they try to enro l l  their  ch i l d re n  in a h i g h  q u a l ity 

preschool .  

I n  c los ing I stro n g ly u rg e  you to do the rig ht t h i n g  for A L L  North Dakota 

p re-K stu dents a n d  g ive a DO PASS to S B  2254. 

I'd be happy to a nswer a ny q u estions that you may have. 
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Testimony of Andy Peterson Greater North Dakota Chamber 

Greater North Dakota Chamber of Commerce 
SB 2254 

February 1 7, 20 1 5  fi-5 

)j J,J. 5 1  Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name is Andy Peterson; I am the 

President/CEO of the Greater North Dakota Chamber, the champions for business in North 
Dakota. GNDC is working on behalf of our more than 1 ,  1 00 members, to build the strongest 

business environment in North Dakota. GNDC also represents the National Association of 
Manufacturers and works closely with the U . S .  Chamber of Commerce. As a group we stand in 
in Support of SB 2254. 

By investing in Early Childhood Education today, we prepare our workforce of the 
future, creating a strong foundation for innovation and prosperity in North Dakota. Children 

who received a quality early childhood educations have shown: 
• H igher high school graduation rates 
• Higher median incomes as working adults 
• More home ownership 
• And fewer arrests and incarcerations 

There are many educational experts who can better speak to the studies and how Early 
Childhood Education prepares students, we agree with their findings but I wanted to share some 
of what we would consider the direct/immediate impacts this investment could make. As we are 
faced with a workforce shortage in North Dakota, investment in Early Childhood Education can 
help ease that pressure on many fronts. 
• Allows an alternative to daycare 
• Allows full participation of the workforce 
• Fully prepared workforce 
• Return on investment 
• Quality of life 

The GNDC also stood in full  support of SB 2 1 5 1  which provides grants for early childhood 
education, we also wanted to be on record showing our full support for universal early childhood 
education, and thus we are supporting SB 2254. 

We understand that given our current revenue projections and the uncertainty that is facing this 

budgeting process, that $87 mill ion is a significant investment. But because we believe early 
childhood education prepares our children to become tomorrow' s workforce we believe it is 

important and this is an important discussion to have. We would support a DO PASS 
recommendation on S B  2254 to keep the discussion going as things start to shape out with the 
budgeting process we wil l  better know if there is money to make this important investment. 

Because of those reasons we would urge a DO PASS recommendation on SB 2254. Thank y� 
and I would be happy to answer any questions. Champions �r) Business 
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Grea t Public Schools Grea t Pu blic Service 

Testimony of Fern Pokorny 
Support for SB 2254 
February 17, 2015 

Good morning Mr. Chairman Holmberg and Members of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee. For the record my name is Fern Pokorny with North 
Dakota United. I am here in support of SB 2254. 

Early Childhood Education is one of the best investments our state can make. 
Research shows that providing a high quality education for children before they 
turn five yields significant long-term benefits. 

One well-known study, the High/Scope Perry Preschool Study found that 
individuals who enrolled in a quality preschool program ultimately earned up to 
$2,000 more per month t han those who were not . Young people w ho were in 
preschool programs are more likely t o graduate from high school, to own homes, 
and have longer marriages. Cost -benefit analys is revealed that, over the lifetimes 
of the participants, the preschool program ret urned to the public an estimated 
$7.16 for every dollar spent . 

Other studies, like the Abecedarian Project, show similar results. Children in 
quality preschool programs are less likely to repeat grades, need special 
education, or get into future trouble with the law. 

Although we supported SB 2151, it is more limiting than this bill. It appears more 
children can access a program in the bill before you . 

NDU believes there should be dedicated funding for early childhood education. 
Public schools should be the primary provider of pre-kindergarten programs, and 
additional funding must be allocated to finance them in the same manner as K-12 
schools. 

I 



Testimony of Jon Godfread 
Greater North Dakota Chamber of Commerce 

SB 2254 
February 2, 20 1 5  

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, my name is Jon Godfread, I am the Vice 

President of Government Relations for the Greater North Dakota Chamber, the champions for 
business in North Dakota. GNDC is working on behalf of our more than 1 ,  1 00 members, to build 
the strongest business environment in North Dakota. GNDC also represents the National 
Association of Manufacturers and works closely with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. As a 
group we stand in in Support of SB 2254. 

By investing in Early Childhood Education today, we prepare our workforce of the 
future, creating a strong foundation for innovation and prosperity in North Dakota. Children 
who received a quality early childhood educations have shown: 
• Higher high school graduation rates 
• Higher median incomes as working adults 

• More home ownership 
• And fewer arrests and incarcerations 

There are many educational experts who can better speak to the studies and how Early 
Childhood Education prepares students, we agree with their findings but I wanted to share some 
of what we would consider the direct/immediate impacts this investment could make. As we are 
faced with a workforce shortage in North Dakota, investment in Early Childhood Education can 
help ease that pressure on many fronts. 
• Allows an alternative to daycare 
• Allows full participation of the workforce 

• Fully prepared workforce 

• Return on investment 
• Quality of life 

The GNDC also stood in full support of SB 2 1 5 1  which provides grants for early childhood 
education, we also wanted to be on record showing our full support for universal early childhood 
education, and thus we are supporting SB 2254. 

We understand that given our current revenue projections and the uncertainty that is facing this 
budgeting process, that $87 million is a significant investment. But because we believe early 
childhood education prepares our children to become tomorrow' s workforce we believe it is 
important and this is an important discussion to have. We would support a DO PASS 
recommendation on SB 2254 to keep the discussion going as things start to shape out with the 
budgeting process we will better know if there is money to make this important investment. 

Because of those reasons we would urge a DO PASS recommendation on SB 2254. 
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15.0291.05003 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 51/fJ:.<f 
Senator Heckaman 

February 13, 2015 c;l - I 7 ' IS-

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2031 

Page 21, line 9, overstrike "(1)" 

Page 21, line 11, overstrike "(a)" and insert immediately thereafter "ill" 

Page 21, line 14, overstrike "(b)" and insert immediately thereafter 11.(2111 

Page 21, remove lines 16 through 19 

Page 21, line 22, remove "ill" 

Page 21, line 24, overstrike "(a)" and insert immediately thereafter "ill" 

Page 21, line 27, overstrike "(b)" and insert immediately thereafter"@" 

P~ge 21, remove lines 29 and 30 

Page 22, remove lines 1 and 2 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 15.0291.05003 
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15.0291.05002 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for l'\.v.l\Y~ 
Senator Heckaman ~ \J\~~ 

February 13, 2015 '\~ 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2031 ~ ;JJ.s-/ I 
Page 1, line 9, after the third "provide" insert "an appropriation; to provide" 

Page 53, after line 16, insert: 

.s.:B~ / 
~-17-IS 

"SECTION 28. APPROPRIATION. There is appropriated out of any moneys in 
the·general fund in the state treasury, not otherwise appropriated, the sum of 
$8, 750,000, or so much of the sum as may be necessary, to the superintendent of 
public instruction for the purpose of providing oil impact grants to school districts, for 
the biennium beginning July 1, 2015, and ending June 30, 2017. 

1. Ten percent of the amount appropriated must be allocated to each of the 
ten counties that received the highest total formula allocations under 
subsection 2 of section 57-51-15 during 2014. 

2. The superintendent shall distribute the amount allocated under 
subsection 1 to school districts, on a pro rated basis, in accordance with 
the percentage that each school district's average daily attendance bea~s 
to the total average daily attendance of all eligible school districts within a 
qualifying county. . · 

3. A grant under this section may not be forwarded to a hub city schopl , 
district, as defined in section 57-5f-01." 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 15.0291.05002 
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15.0732.02002 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for ~ / ,;_ 
Senator Murphy IJ t 1 v \ J 

January 27, 2015 0 "' · 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2254 

~ 

s8 if ;;.61 
Page 1, line 1, remove "subsection 2 of section 15.1-07-33, section 15.1-09-58," 

Page 1, line 2, replace "subsection 1 of section 15.1-09.1-10, and sections 15.1-27-03.1, 
15.1-27-15.1, and" with "sections" 

Page 1, line 2, after "15.1-27-35" insert "and 15.1-37-01" 

Page 1, remove lines 6 through 24 

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 31 

Page 3, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 4, remove lines 1 through 31 

Page 5, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 6, remove lines 1 through 30 

Page 7, remove lines 1 through 16 

Page 8, line 17, after the period insert "ill" 

Page 8, line 17, after "enrolled" insert "full time," 

Page 8, after line 18, insert: 

"@ The membership may be prorated for a student who is enrolled 
less than full time. 

Q1 For purposes of this subdivision. "full time" means at least two 
hours and forty-five minutes per school day. 

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 15.1-37-01 of the North Dakota Century 
Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

15.1-37-01. Early childhood education program - Approval. 

+.- Any person or school district operating an early childhood education 
program may request approval of the program from the superintendent of public 
instruction. The superintendent shall approve an early childhood education program if 
the program: 

a-.:L. Is taught by individuals who are licensed to teach in early childhood 
education by the education standards and practices board; 

tr.-2. Follows a developmentally appropriate curriculum; 

&.-3. Is in compliance with all municipal and state health, fire, and safety 
requirements; and 

44. Limits its enrollment to children who have reached the age of four before 
August first in the year of enrollment. 

Page No. 1 15.0732.02002 



2-:- In determining the state aid payments to which a school district is entitled , 
the superintendent of public instruction may not count any student enrolled 
in a regular early childhood education program. 

Renumber accordingly 
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