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Explanation or reason for introduction o 

Provide an appropriation to the department of commerce to provide grants to organizations 
and provide domestic violence shelters. 

Minutes: Testimonies 1-4 

C hairman Weisz opened the hearing on HB 1285. 

Rep. Jon Nelson: From District 14 introduced and supported H B  1285. There is an acute 
need of shelters across the state. You wi l l  hear from some commun ities are plann ing to 
bu i ld. It is structured so there is $2.00 of local funding for $1.00 of state grant funding. For 
those communities that are u nder 10,000 in popu lation it is a $1 .00 for $1.00.1 asked what 
needs to be done in the next 2 years and that is where the $2 mi ll ion number came from. 
Wi l l iston and Dickinson are primary need areas. Devils Lake is in need and Grand Forks is 
u nder construction. The fund ing mechan ism may not be perfect not knowing where the 
budget is headed. I th ink you wi l l  get an overview of what is needed in the state. 

Rep. Porter: Do you know inside of the Health Dept. and OHS what funding level is 
avai lable for domestic violence shelters? 

Rep. J. Nelson: The governor has $500,000 in h is budget and there is some grant funding. 
Th is is a bricks and motor b i l l  not programs. 

Chairman Weisz: Are you aware of there being any funding in the budget that does apply 
to the physical plant? 

Rep. J. Nelson: I 'm not aware that there is. My u nderstand ing at this point it is a l l  
programmatic. 

Rep. Fehr:  I s  this to replace existing facil ities or add on add itional faci l ities? 

Rep. J. Nelson:  There are a number of shelters that are fu l l  so they mig ht need an 
add ition. Devi ls Lake does not have a shelter and wou ld need a new one bui lt. 
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Rep. Fehr: Wil l  an overview be provided to us on the plan of which facil ities and whether it 
is new or an addition? 

Rep. J. Nelson :  I'm sure that is doable. 

Janelle Moos: Executive Director of CAWS ND testified in support of the b i l l .  (See 
Testimony #1) 

18:26 
Rep. Mooney: Do you have 24/7 staffing? 

Moos: Absolutely. 

Rep. Mooney: I would imagine your positions are non-benefitted as wel l ,  correct? 

Moos: Most are non-benefitted positions. 

Rep. Mooney: I would assume that the shelters have to have a strong working relationsh ip 
with the law enforcement as far as security. 

Moos: We have a strong partnership with law enforcement. They are the first ones we call. 
All of our faci l ities have cameras. 

Rep. Hofstad:  Is there any collaboration with OHS? 

Moos: It depends on the community you live. The core services that al l  the shelters offer 
are crisis intervention , shelter and we have counselors on staff. The larger commun ities 
will have access to more add itional services. We use OHS services. 

Chairman Weisz: Can you explain your cost? You said 71 victims sheltered at a cost of 
$1,420. Is that per person? 

Moos: Per n ight. I have a spread sheet I can share with the entire committee that outlines 
a l l  our shelter costs. 

Rep. Porter: Does it show the income sources across the state on that spread sheet? 

Moos: I do have a separate spread sheet that outl ines both the federal and state fund ing 
sources that are available specif ical ly to our crisis centers. I n  the Health Dept. budget 
there is about $1.7 mi l l ion over the biennium that is d istributed among the 20 crisis centers 
and that is to support core services. Some of the situations we dea l with can be very lethal. 
I n  the past 35 years at least have of the homicides have been domestic violence related. 

Rep. Mooney: Do you have the average length of stay? 

Moos: It would vary by community. Most shelters use to have a 30 day maximum, but they 
had to get rid of that because they can't move folks out. I n  Dickinson they had a resident 
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there for almost 18 months to 2 years because they had no place to go.  I can get that 
information for you. 

27:15 
Dena F i l ler: Executive Director of Domestic Violence Crisis Center in M inot, N D  testified in 
support of the bi l l .  (See Testimony #2) 

34:00 
Jim Knudsen: Member of the Program Board for Domestic Violence Crisis Center in Minot, 
N D  testified in  support of the b i l l .  (See Testimony #3) 

39:56 
Rep. Mooney: Going forward with your new faci l ity, I bel ieve the human trafficking needs 
are d ifferent than the domestic abuse. Is some of that being taken into account or would 
that be a separate identity? 

Knudsen: It is a d ifferent cl ientele and puts stress on our staff. More train ing is needed. 
Fortunately, now our faci l ity can accommodate that d ifferent type of clientele. 

Rep . Mooney: I'm assuming the previous facil ity would have made it d ifficult. 

Knudsen: I mpossible. 

41:38 
Heather l ngman: A staff member out of Dickinson for the domestic violence crisis center 
testified in support of the b i l l .  (See Testimony #4) 

47:25 
Rita Ennon: Director of the Dickinson Area Publ ic Library and also President for the Board 
of Directors for the Domestic Violence and Crisis Center in Dickinson. My chi ldren and I 
l ived in  a shelter 10 years ago. The 5 of us l ived in  one bedroom for 6 months. It is d ifficult 
to l ive in a shelter when you have to share one bedroom with a l l  the other fami l ies trying to 
get ready for work and the chi ldren ready for school. They sometimes have to put people 
on a couch to sleep, but productive at work can you be when you are sleeping on a couch 
n ight after night. Many in victims are working and they are trying to get to a place where 
they and their fam i ly can be productive and contributing members of the community. My 
chi ldren are a l l  out of school and are productive working members in society. They also 
volunteer somewhere or another. I have one graduating soon from col lege and one 
graduating this fal l. We l ive in our own homes and work hard to support ourselves. That is 
what the people we help want to do. Our dream in D ickinson when we build a larger 
shelter is that two fam i l ies do not have to share the same bedroom; and to have many 
more bathrooms. You have the statistics that show you how much the traffic and needs 
have increased. I don't know if you have how much our donations have increased in-kind 
and monetary. 

Chairman Weisz: Can you get that information for us? 
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Ennon: Yes I can .  

52:00 
Bruce Burkett: Spokesperson for the ND Peace Officers Association testified in  support of 
the b i l l .  The objective of the law enforcement is to not have any victims continue on.  The 
domestic abuse cal ls that come in have a response from a pol ice officer or a deputy sheriff. 
Generally two officers wi l l  respond because it usual ly is not a safe environment. In smal ler 
towns a peace officer has to respond alone and handle the situation which puts risk to the 
officer. If this b i l l  goes forward and they are able to produce more shelter locations, the risk 
of having repeat calls to that same location is going to go down . It wi l l  probably increase 
the chance of a successful change from the behavior. We have three sheriffs here and a 
chief of pol ice in the aud ience today you might have questions for.  

54:46 
Rep. Mooney: Is the protocol when there are chi ldren to remove anyone from the 
environment if there is a danger? 

Burkett: An officer can make an arrest when there is physical evidence of violence. They 
would remove the perpetrator out of there. Other agencies would get involved if necessary. 

Rep . Mooney: Coord ination has to take place between d ifferent agencies to make sure 
individuals are safe? 

Burkett: Oh sure. 

NO OPPOSITION 

Chairman Weisz closed the hearing on H B  1285. 



2015 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Human Services Committee 
Fort Union Room, State Capito l  

H B  1285 
2/9/2015 

23517 

D Subcommittee 

D Conference Committee 

Committee Clerk Signature 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

A B ILL to provide an appropriation to the department of commerce to provide grants to 
organ izations and provide domestic violence shelters. 

Minutes: Amendment #1 

Chairman Weisz: Opened the hearing. I don't have the actual amendments, but I make the 
suggestion that the committee d iscusses them. Currently the bi l l  is pul l ing 2 mi l l ion dol lars 
out of the, almost depleted , S l l F  fund. I think we are al l  aware that there is 1.1 bi l l ion in the 
Surge bi l l. The amendment I am having drafted would propose that the 2 mi l l ion dol lars be 
pulled out of the surge fund . We can't just tack an amendment on to the Surge bi l l  because 
it is not in our committee. If we send the bi l l  out as-is, it won't be effective. 

Rep. Fehr: The Surge bi l l  does include roads now. Is there a way of putting l ike a trigger in? 

Chairman Weisz: you can put a trigger in, but if  they accept the trigger it  is l ikely that it  may 
not kick in. 

Rep. D. Anderson :  How much was in the surge fund again? 

Chairman Weisz: it  was at least 1.15 bi l l ion dol lars to 1.2 bi l l ion dol lars. The bulk of it  is 
a l located for roads, and the rest is not really specified. The problem is finding the right 
amount for the trigger so it is not to low I high. 

Vice-Chair Hofstad: I think you have a good idea here. We have some real  short fal ls in the 
infrastructure out west, and this bi l l  looks good . I wi l l  defin itely support this type of an 
amendment. 

Rep. Porter: Appropriations is cutting every build ing project. There wi l l  be no bui lding 
projects as we go into crossover. This bi l l  in its current form would not see the l ight of day if 
it went to appropriations. The only chance it has would be to tie it into already existing 
funding. Then it is sti l l  highly at risk because al l  other build ing projects from the governor 
are being pul led out. 
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Hep. Mooney: Does the language of this bi l l  get moved into the Surge fund? Is that the 
idea? 

Chairman Weisz: No, this b i l l  will stand alone. There would be leg islative intent that 
appropriations put this money as part of the Surge funding package. 

Rep. Mooney: Is there any value of g iving it the threshold value of say the $4,900 and see 
what the oil prices are going to do? 

Chairman Weisz: I 've already stretched this once. I think there are cases where that 
method made sense, but if we tru ly want this funding then there has to be a source. I g ive it 
a 2% chance of it passing as-is.  

Rep. Oversen:  Would it l im it it to oi l  producing countries , or would it leave it open. 

Chairman Weisz: It wi l l  leave it open . This is simply my suggestion to make it work. 

Rep. Rich Becker: We have a good chance to get some money if we go forward with the 
amendment. 

Rep. Mooney: Before we roll into votes on an amendment, moving this amendment in effect 
k i lls this b i l l  and move it into the surge as a whole, correct? 

Chairman Weisz: No,  this b i l l  stays al ive and stays as its own bi l l. It needs to pass 
appropriations they may amend the surge bi l l. If they don't, then there is no money for it. 

Rep. D. Anderson: It is my u nderstanding that there are not a whole lot of str ings attached 
to the money that is going to the cities. So if they really had a need , some of the money 
could be shifted from their a l lotment for centers l ike this. 

Chairman Weisz: Wel l ,  the bi l l  from the Senate d idn't have a lot of restrictions, but my 
u nderstanding is that it wi l l  be pretty tight by the time it comes out of the house. But on the 
in itial bi l l, you are right about its openness. I know the house wants it trimmed up. That is 
the actual amendment, but if we adopt it then we have to delete the language in l ines 4 and 
5. You wou ld have to take out the part about S l l F  fund too. 

Rep. Hofstad: I move to pass the amendment 001 and further amend to move 4 "there is" 
to l ine 6 "appropriated". 

Chairman Weisz: Actual ly, we wou ld keep "there is" in on l ine 4. 

Rep Porter: Seconds the motion. 

Rep. Mooney: The surge has an emergency clause in it, so if a l l  of this fel l  through does 
this then move this up to an emergency clause status as wel l? 

Chairman Weisz: The bi l l  itself would be . But the dates wou ld sti l l  apply. 
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Rep. Fehr: I sn't a l l  that money a lready S l l F  funds? 

Chairman Weisz: T hat is correct at this point. 

Voice Vote: Motion passes 

Rep. H ofstad: I m ove a Do Pass on HB 1285 as amended and re-referred to 
appropriations. 

Rep .  Damschen: Seconded the Motion. 

Roll Cal l  Vote: 13 Yes, O No,  O Absent. 

H B  1285 Passes as amended and is re-referred to appropriations.  

Carrier is  Rep. H ofstad 



15.0 760.01 001 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for 
Representative Weisz 

February 9, 201 5  

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS T O  HOUSE BILL NO. 1285 

Page 1, line 2 ,  after "shelters" insert "and to provide a statement of legislative intent" 

Page 1 ,  after line 16 , insert: 

"SECTION 2. LEGISLATIVE INTENT - FUNDING FROM EARLY 

DISTRIBUTIONS. It is the intent of the sixty-fourth legislative assembly that funding for 
grants provided in section 1 of this Act be considered as part of the funding provided in 
Senate Bill No. 21 03." 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 15.0 760.01001 
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Title.02000 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for �[)/n.\\(/) House Human Services Committee vL • .J 
February 9, 20 15 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE BILL NO.  1285 

Page 1, line 1, after the first "provide" insert "a statement of legislative intent; and to provide" 

Page 1, line 5, remove "out of any moneys in the strategic investment and improvements fund 
in the state" 

Page 1, line 6 remove "treasury, not otherwise appropriated," 

Page 1, after line 16, insert: 

"SECTION 2. LEGISLATIVE INTENT- FUNDING FROM EARLY 
DISTRIBUTIONS. It is the intent of the sixty-fourth legislative assembly that funding for 
grants provided in section 1 of this Act be considered as part of the funding provided in 
Senate Bill No. 2 103." 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 15.0 760 .0 1002 
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Com Standing Committee Report 
February 10, 2015 7:58am 

Module ID: h_stcomrep_26_011 
Carrier: Hofstad 

Insert LC: 15.0760.01002 Title: 02000 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1285: Human Services Committee (Rep. Weisz, Chairman) recommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS 
and BE REREFERRED to the Appropriations Committee (13 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 
0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1285 was placed on the Sixth order on the 
calendar. 

Page 1, line 1, after the first "provide" insert "a statement of legislative intent; and to provide" 

Page 1, line 5, remove "out of any moneys in the strategic investment and improvements 
fund in the state" 

Page 1, line 6 remove "treasury, not otherwise appropriated," 

Page 1, after line 16, insert: 

"SECTION 2. LEGISLATIVE INTENT- FUNDING FROM EARLY 
DISTRIBUTIONS. It is the intent of the sixty-fourth legislative assembly that funding 
for grants provided in section 1 of this Act be considered as part of the funding 
provided in Senate Bill No. 2103." 

Renumber accordingly 

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_26_011 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution : 

The department of commerce to provide grants to organizations that provide domestic 
violence shelter. 

Minutes: No attachments 

Representative Robin Weisz spoke as chairman of Human Services: This bi l l  is for 
bricks and mortar. We have some huge crises across the state; our domestic violence 
shelters are being overwhelmed . We had testimony where there were 16 fam i l ies sharing 
one bathroom .  Your committee came up with a real  creative source for the funding and we 
real ized that probably isn't going to fly. I th ink it is a result of the energy, not d irectly, but it 
is affecting the whole state with increased population, transients , and d isrupted fami l ies al l  
of which increase the problems. The communities have to deal  with them. 

Chairman Jeff Delzer: This is just for bricks and mortar? 

Representative Weisz: Yes .  I can go through a l l  the data and the do l lars avai lable for 
services. We had a ton of testimony across the state from virtually every faci l ity. 

Chairman Delzer: How much could they do with $1 or $2 mi l l ion? Did they g ive you a l ist 
of who they thought they would g ive it to and what it would be used for? 

Representative Weisz: It would require a match so it's going to go a lot further than just 
the $2 mi l l ion .  It's not l i ke we're bui ld ing a hospital, they are just bui ld ing housing.  This is 
for M inot, Dickinson and others. The match is twice as much in the larger communities. 

Chairman Jeff Delzer: Can you please leave a copy. 

Representative Skarphol: Do you have a l ist of the cities and the numbers in each city 
that they bel ieve they need to have services for? 

Representative Weisz: I don't have the actual request from each community for the 
do l lars; I have each com munity and what they are looking at. 

Chairman Jeff Delzer: Did you ask them for their budgets? 
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Representative Weisz: No we d id not. We d idn't get into the deta i ls of each ind ividua l  
faci l ity. 

Chairman Delzer: Did you get into the Department of Commerce and what we have in  
there already for domestic violence or OHS? 

Representative Weisz: Yes we d id. All of those dol lars are for services. This is for bricks 
and mortar. 

Representative Skarphol: Was there a d ifferent dol lar amount in itial ly in this bi l l? 

Representative Weisz: No there wasn't. 

Representative Monson: I 'm thinking about the faci l ity i n  the three cou nties in  my corner 
and they are renting state property. Representative Damschen, Senator Campbell, and I 
looked at those faci l ities and wil l  something l ike this be used by this organ ization who rent 
state property? 

Representative Weisz: I can't really answer that since being state property that question 
d idn't come up. The Department of Commerce has the abi l ity to set the gu idelines that the 
intent wou ld be flexible enough that it could be used for that. 

Chairman Jeff Delzer: Did you ask why they aren't a l lowing renting property in it? 

Representative Weisz: You mean that money could be used for rental on the property? 
That question didn't come up and there was no testimony of that nature. I don't think that 
the intent wou ld be used for rental. 

Chairman Delzer: Oh no it says it can .  

Representative Weisz: I can g uarantee you that the committee would be more than open 
to adding the word "renting." I believe all of the faci l ities that testified had either nonprofits 
that owned a faci l ity of some sort that either needed renovation or room for expansion. 

Representative Boening: Do the communities that are looking for these have money 
avai lable? Do they have to fundraise it? 

Representative Weisz: We heard from at least two of them that they wou ld come up with 
the match. 

Representative Nelson: There are five communities that are in  the most acute need for 
bu i ld i ng are included in the funding of this bi l l ;  Grand Forks, M inot , Wil l iston, Dickinson, and 
Devi ls Lake. Devi ls Lake had a domestic violence shelter that was owned by someone 
else and they reused it for something so that commun ity no longer has a shelter. There are 
construction plans but some are farther a long than other but that is the need that was 
establ ished for the next two years that this appropriation was based on. Devils Lake 
requ ires the $2 commun ity match to the $1 state match. 
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Representative Streyle: It's pretty clear that when this problem started it was 2011. I n  
Minot it's a h uge p roblem. 

C hairman Jeff Delzer: You cou ld say some of the Minot stuff could h ave been from the 
flooding impact and n ot j ust energy. 

Representative Weisz: Part of Minot's problem is the flooding and they also lost housing 
from the flood . 
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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution : 

To provide a statement of legislative intent; an appropriation to the department of 
commerce and grants to organizations that provide domestic violence shelters. 

Minutes: 

Chairman Jeff Delzer: This bi l l  deals with grants to organizations that provide domestic 
violence shelters. We have had some d iscussion with a number of people. This issue is in 
the western part of the state especial ly with the passage of the surge fund ing. We are not 
so sure that some of those commun ities should be able to handle some of that on their 
own. We have some concerns about Devils Lake and Grand Forks to some degree. The 
amendment changes it and makes it one to one for $250,000 in Devils Lake and three to 
one for $400.000 in  Grand Forks. Handed out amendment 15.0760.02001. 

Representative Nelson: That is exactly what it does. I n  the orig inal  bi l l  there were five 
cities identified . Th is wou ld fund two of those cities and there is a conversation that we wi l l  
continue with the senate majority leader next week to see if there is some fund ing 
remain ing for the other three cities. 

Chairman Jeff Delzer: This is out of the S l l F  fund.  

Representative Nelson :  We did mention to Legislative Counsel that i t  was general fund 
but that d idn't get switched over, I wou ld further amend to move it. 

Chairman Jeff Delzer: Just leave it for now. But I g uess if you have a d iscussion with 
Senator Ward ner and you try to do something in the impact dol lars ,  you might consider 
whether or not they wou ld al low that to cover this as well. 

Representative Nelson: Chairman Jeff Delzer: We wil l  make that attempt. 

Chairman Jeff Delzer: Is there any further d iscussion on the amendment that is before 
us? 
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Representative Nelson: I move amendment 15.0760.02001 to HB 1285. 

Representative Pollert: seconded. 

Voice vote taken: All Ayes. Motion Carried. 

C hairman Jeff Delzer: We have a n  amended bil l  before us .  

Representative Nelson: I move Do Pass as Amended HB 1285. 

Representative Skarphol: seconded. 

Chairman Jeff Delzer: I s  there any discussion? Seeing none. The clerk wil l  cal l  the rol l .  

A Roll Call Vote was taken. Yes: 21 No: 1 Absent: 1. Motion carried. 

Representative Pollert: will carry the bill. 



15.0 760 .0200 1 
Title.0 3000 

Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for � I� 
Representative J. Nelson 9 J8 '--1 Iv) 

February 20 , 2015 

PROPOSED AMEN DMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE BILL N O. 12 85 

Page 1, line 1, remove 11provide a statement of legislative intent; and to" 

Page 1, line 6, after "appropriated" insert "out of any moneys in the strategic investment and 
improvements fund in the state treasury, not otherwise appropriated, 11 

Page 1, line 6, replace "$2 ,000 ,000 " with 11$650 ,000 11 

Page 1, line 10 , remove "establish" 

Page 1, replace lines 11 through 16 with "provide a grant of up to $400 ,000 to a qualifying 
organization serving a community in a non-oil-producing county with a population 
exceeding 10 ,000 based on the most recent decennial census. The department shall 
require three dollars of nonstate funds for each one dollar of the grant funds awarded 
up to $400 ,000 . The department shall provide a grant of up to $250 ,000 to a qualifying 
organization serving a community in a non-oil-producing county with a population of 
10 ,000 or fewer based on the most recent decennial census. The department shall 
require one dollar of nonstate funds for each one dollar of the grant funds awarded of 
up to $250 ,000 ." 

Page 1, remove lines 17 through 19 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 15.0 760.02001 
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Com Standing Committee Report 
February 24, 2015 7:36am 

Module ID: h_stcomrep_36_007 
Carrier: Pollert 

Insert LC: 15.0760.02001 Title: 03000 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1285, as engrossed: Appropriations Committee (Rep. Delzer, Chairman) 

recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends 
DO PASS (21 YEAS, 1 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Engrossed HB 1285 
was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 1, line 1, remove "provide a statement of legislative intent; and to" 

Page 1, line 6, after "appropriated" insert "out of any moneys in the strategic investment and 
improvements fund in the state treasury, not otherwise appropriated," 

Page 1, line 6, replace "$2,000,000" with "$650,000" 

Page 1, line 10, remove "establish" 

Page 1, replace lines 11 through 16 with "provide a grant of up to $400,000 to a qualifying 
organization serving a community in a non-oil-producing county with a population 
exceeding 10,000 based on the most recent decennial census. The department shall 
require three dollars of nonstate funds for each one dollar of the grant funds awarded 
up to $400,000. The department shall provide a grant of up to $250,000 to a 
qualifying organization serving a community in a non-oil-producing county with a 
population of 10,000 or fewer based on the most recent decennial census. The 
department shall require one dollar of nonstate funds for each one dollar of the grant 
funds awarded of up to $250,000." 

Page 1, remove lines 17 through 19 

Renumber accordingly 

(1) DESK (3) COMMITIEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_36_007 
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2015 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Human Services Committee 
Red River Room, State Capitol 

HB 1285 
3/9/2015 

Record ing job number 24503 

0 Subcommittee 

0 Conference Committee 

Committee Clerk Signatur� 
Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

A bi l l  to provide an appropriation to the Department of Commerce to provide grants to 
organ izations that provide domestic vio lence shelters 

Minutes: Attach #1: Testimony by Janelle Moos 
Attach #2: 2009-2013 Shelter Facts 
Sheet 

Rep. Jon Nelson, District 14, introduced HB 1285 to the Senate Human Services 
Committee. This provides funding for domestic violence shelters. There are 5 shelters in 
need : Wil l iston,  D ickinson , Devi ls Lake, Minot and Grand Forks. The Devi ls Lake faci l ity 
lost the lease and is in  desperate need. Devi ls Lake would fal l  under the 1-to-1 category for 
funds, I n  Grand Forks , city of 10,000 or above, local dol lars 2-to-1. Oi l  impact may provide 
relief for Minot, Wi l l iston,  and Dickinson. 

Janelle Moos, Executive Director of CAWS North Dakota , testified IN FAVOR of HB 1285 
(attach #1) (5:33-9:22) Ms. Moos also provided 2009-2013 Shelter Facts Sheet (attach #2) 
This b i l l  original ly focused on 5 priority areas in the state. The commun ities most impacted 
by oi l  development are at capacity or overcapacity. 

Senator Warner what would you estimate the amount of t ime they stay in  a shelter? Are 
there any transitional p lans to transition out? Are there any appl ications for human 
trafficking victims? 

Moos: Minot has a 30-day maximum stay and 2 transitional l iving un its on their campus, so 
they got the crisis center, the emergency center and two 4 plexes. They can move victims 
from emergency shelter to one of the transitional  housing un its. Bismarck, Grand Forks 
and Fargo have sim i lar setups. Dickinson does not have transit ional housing because of 
the shortage of affordable housing, and their  length of stay is d ifferent it may be 2 years. 
The wait l ists are incred ibly long for low cost housing. Shelters across the state are seeing 
human trafficking victims; they come in  as sexual abuse vict ims. We do not have additional 
funding for them and staff has l imited tra in ing on these victims. 

Senator Warner for domestic violence and trafficking, is there mandated reporting to law 
enforcement? 
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Moos: most of our programs have a strong relationship with law enforcement. They often 
cal l  an advocate so a victim can at least have a conversation if they choose to. We rely on 
law enforcement for safety. Majority of shelters have security systems l ike cameras, 
especial ly with human trafficking victims. If they are pimp control led. The relationship with 
law enforcement is very important. 

V. Chairman Oley Larsen: is there any shelter for men in the state? 

Chairman Judy Lee: New Life Center in Fargo. 

Moos: our shelters provide service to both male and female. If they can't accommodate, 
they wi l l  provide shelter in  a hotel, they can access every other resources that folks l iving i n  
a shelter do, so they can come back for support groups, advocacy, meals, etc ... 

Chairman Judy Lee part of the rub in the shelters is once boys are age 12, they can't l ive 
i n  the shelter. There are a significant number of homeless teenagers. Not just in  Fargo, 
but statewide. 

Moos: al l  our shelters co-locate with fam i ly. We are trying to provide more train ing to the 
shelters staff. 

Bryan Quigley, Director, Mountra i l  Social Services. Domestic violence has reached an al l­
time h igh in oi l  cou nties. The counties are spending money on genera l  assistance for 
housing, usual ly one week for domestic violence. Counties are trying to do what they can, 
but it is l imited. I am in favor of th is b i l l. 

V. Chairman Oley Larsen: when you put these folks up for a week, does the state voucher 
state rate or do you submit the bi l l? 

Quigley: i t  is a l l  county dol lars, based on the state rate. 

Chairman Judy Lee: simple way to solve the problem, but it costs money. 

Bruce Burkett, testified I N  FAVOR. This benefits not only people being served by shelter, 
but also law enforcement. Dangerous s ituation when law enforcement responds to 
domestic d ispute. He provided examples as pol ice officer, game and fish warden. 
Domestic violence can happen anywhere. He understands the needs in Devi ls Lake. 
(22:00) 

OPPOSITION TO H B  1285 
No opposing testimony 

N EUTRAL TO HB 1285 
No neutral testimony 

Closed Publ ic Hearing 
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Human Services Committee 
Red River Room, State Capitol 
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24978 

D Subcommittee 

D Conference Committee 

Committee Clerk Signature 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

A b i l l  to provide an appropriation to the Department of Commerce to provide grants to 
organizations that provide domestic violence shelters 

Minutes: achments 

The Senate Human Services Committee reviewed HB 1285 in committee on March 17, 
2015. 

Chairman Judy Lee recapped the bi l l. 

Senator Warner moved Re-engrossed HB 1285 DO PASS and Re-Refer to the 
Appropriations Committee. The motion was seconded by V. Chairman Oley Larsen. No 
Discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: 
§Yes, Q No, Q Absent. Motion passes. 

Senator Warner wil l  carry HB 1285 to the floor. 

Senator Dever pointed out that this bi l l  started at $2,000,000 and reduced in House 
Appropriations to $650,000, but an important point is that the appropriation came from the 
S I F  fund, and not from the general fund,  so the dol lars should not be impacted by the price 
of o i l. It is existing money. 
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Committee 
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D As Amended 
D Place on Consent Calendar 
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D Without Committee Recommendation 
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Com Standing Committee Report 
March 17, 2015 12:54pm 

Module ID: s_stcomrep_ 48_016 
Carrier: Warner 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1285, as reengrossed: Human Services Committee (Sen. J. Lee, Chairman) 

recommends DO PASS and BE REREFERRED to the Appropriations Committee 
(6 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Reengrossed HB 1285 was 
rereferred to the Appropriations Committee. 
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3/26/2015 

Job # 25452 

D Subcommittee 

D Conference Committee 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

A B I LL for an Act for an appropriation to the Department of Commerce to provide grants to 
organizations that provide domestic violence shelters. 

Minutes: Testimony# 1 

Chairman Holmberg cal led the committee to order on Thursday, March 26, 2015 at 9:30 
am in  regards to H B  1285. All committee members were present. Tammy Dolan, OMB, and 
Sean Smith, Legislative Counci l, were also present. The b i l l  wi l l  be sent to the 
subcommittee dea l ing with the Dept. of Commerce: Chairman Holmberg, V. Chairman 
Krebsbach and Senator Robinson. 

Representative Nelson, District 14: HB 1285 is a bi l l  to fund bricks and mortar domestic 
vio lence shelters across the state. The original b i l l  had prioritized 5 faci l ities that have 
acute needs in this b iennium : Dickinson, Wi l l iston, M inot, Devi ls Lake and Grand Forks . 
On the house side there were several attempts made to fund a l l  five. The bi l l  you see 
today funds the 2 outside of o i l  country. The Devi ls Lake s ituation is particu larly 
chal lenging. They lost the shelter they've been using the last few years because the owner 
would no longer lease the bu i ld ing to them . That community can't support the same cost 
share that is being asked in this b i l l  for other communities. There is a one to one match for 
Devi ls Lake. They are specified as one of the communities to receive fund ing for the 
shelters. The other one is GF. There is a larger community ownersh ip cost share for G F  
than for Devil Lake because i t  is a larger commun ity. The other 3 communities are 
included in  H B  1176 which has the fund ing for them . Al l  5 commun ities are sti l l  included at 
the end of the day. To get the budget constraints satisfied and move forward through the 
house is why you see the bi l l  in the shape it is in today. The pol icy committee was in  
agreement. We feel we can complete the task of bu i ld ing these faci l ities protecting women 
and chi ldren and going forward with more publ ic safety. 

Senator Carlisle asked who the other three in the other b i l l  were. Rep. Nelson rep l ied 
they were Minot, Dickinson and Wil l iston. 

Chairman Holmberg wanted to know why the money goes through the department of 
commerce. 
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Rep. Nelson: Because it bricks and mortar. There's a h istory there. The Commerce Dept. 
has done a good job of faci l itating those types of grants and meeting the needs of the local 
match.  It seemed l ike a natura l  place for th is. 

Senator Gary Lee: I n  the 400,000 you do l ist organizations p lura l  and the 250 it's s ingular 
organization .  You mentioned the commun ities that would fit that category but if  some other 
community came in meeting those criteria they cou ld apply for that grant as well, other 
than, say, Devils Lake? 

Rep. Nelson: It was designed specifica l ly for those commun ities because that was the 
process that was vetted before the session started. I th ink it would be rather d ifficult for 
another commun ity to fit with in those guidel ines but I can't say it is absolutely true. 

Senator Gary Lee: So it doesn't necessarily preclude someone else but that may be the 
only city that fits into the group. 

Rep. Nelson: As you wel l  know, in legislation you can't name a city but often times you 
can d i rect fund ing or grants to an area. Because of the constraints written i nto law, is it 
tight enough where only one area wou ld fit? I wou ld say it isn't that tight and there is that 
possib i l ity. The legis lative intent is that DL is that community because that is where the 
greatest need is. 

Senator Gary Lee: When we heard the Commerce before with this section talking about 
homeless shelters, there were other communities here - Jamestown, Fargo, etc. that were 
supporting and had these kind of issues as well. Wou ld they be able to part ic ipate if they 
met the criteria? 

Rep. Nelson: This doesn't complete the task. We know there are needs in every 
commun ity. That was the responsible work that was done by the stake holder groups - to 
dri l l  down to where the most acute need was. I don't have the specific knowledge of those 
communities that came in and testified and sat in on those hearings. The 5 communities 
that were named certain ly weren't meant to be the only ones that had these needs. We wi l l  
see continued needs. The communities need to step to the plate as wel l  and provide some 
local funding, and that takes time. 

V. Chairman Krebsbach: What was the original amount of you r  dollars in  the first bi l l? 

Rep. Nelson: $2M and that was the needed appropriation to fin ish each one of those 5 
faci l ities from the estimate we had . Like Representative Klein often says i n  h is floor 
speeches "it's a good bi l l  vote green". 

Senator Bekkedahl, District 1 :  (A co-sponsor of this bi l l) There are needs in these 
communities. They are locally invested in this with the match requ irements. They are not 
exclusively the only communities involved but they were identified as the ones with the 
most needs. I hope 1176 will pass in the current form as wel l. With the grants to the three 
oi l  communities, I can speak specifical ly to Wil l iston. It is a smal l  home that supports up to 
sometimes between 20-40 women and chi ldren on a n ightly basis. The need is there. My 



Senate Appropriations Committee 
HB 128 5 
03-26-2015 
Page 3 

concern for my com m u nity, even though it isn't addressed in  this bi l l ,  is in  the short term it is 
going to get worse. I sti l l  support the bi l l  and hope to get a favorable recommendation. 

(12.45) 

Janelle Moos, Executive Director of CAWS of ND testified in support of HB 1285 and 
p rovided written Testim ony (Attachment #1). She stated their  Coalition is a membership 
based organization that consists of 20 domestic violence and rape crisis centers that 
p rovide services to victims of d omestic violence. She u rged a d o  p ass on this bi l l .  (18.01) 

Chairman Holmberg Closed the hearing. The bi l l  wi l l  go to the s ubcommittee on 
commerce. 
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Committee Clerk Signature 

HB 1285 
3/31/2015 

Job # 25664 

IZI Subcommittee 

D Conference Committee 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolutio 

A B ILL for an Act for an appropriation to the Department of Commerce to provide g rants to 
organizations that provide domestic violence shelters. 

Minutes: 

Leg islative Counci l  - Sean Smith 
OMB - Tammy Dolan 

Chairman Holmberg cal led the sub-committee to order on HB 1282. Senator Krebsbach 
and Senator Robinson were also present. 

Chairman Holmberg: Did you have anything in your budget? 

Justin Dever, Dept. of Commerce: My understand ing is that this money is for bricks and 
mortar. This portion is to 1176 and has money for three communities out west. This is for 
the portion that wou ld be . . . . . .  . 

Chairman Holmberg: for the rest of the sticks. 

Justin Dever, Dept. of Commerce: In our budget, we do have homeless shelter grants 
wh ich cou ld be used by some of these same entities, but that money cannot be used for 
bricks and mortar. And we also have an emergency solutions grant wh ich is federal  funds. 
That can be used for some of these same type of agencies. 

Senator Robinson: 1176 - is covering faci l ities in Wil l iston,  Minot and Dickinson? (yes) 

Justin Dever: Those would be run through Oi l  and Gas I mpact Gra nts and I think they 
would need to consult with Department of Commerce on those grants. 

Chairman Holmberg: Are there any more questions? We will be meeting again and 
focus on just HB 1018. We wi l l  go from there. 
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Committee Clerk Signature 

Appropriations Committee 
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Job # 25985 

D Subcommittee 

D Conference Committee 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

A B ILL for an Act for an appropriation to the Department of Commerce to provide grants to 
organ izations that provide domestic violence shelters. 

Minutes: Ii No testimony submitted 

Chairman Holmberg cal led the committee to order on Thursday, April 09, 2015. All  
committee members were present. Shei la M. Sandness , Leg islative Counci l  and N ick 
Creamer, OMB,  were also present. 

Chairman Holmberg: Our subcommittee was going to recommend no change in the bi l l  
and send it  back to the pol icy committee. 

Senator Robinson : We d iscussed this issue. We felt strongly that we should leave the bi l l  
as it is.  We though the case was made load and clear that there is a defin ite need here. 
We'd l ike to move the bi l l  out as it is. 

Senator Robinson moved a do pass on 1 285. 2nd by V.Chairman Bowman. 

Chairman Holmberg: Any d iscussion? 

Senator Sorvaag: That wou ld be an add ition to the $2M that was in the fund ing formu la 
too, so we are going to be putting out over $2.5M. 

Senator Robinson: Right. These are for 3 locations that were left out. Here we are 
looking at Devi ls Lake and Grand Forks. We th ink the need has been clearly demonstrated 
and It is not going to get any better for some time unfortunately. 

A Roll Cal l  vote was taken. Yea :  13; Nay: O; Absent: 0. Senator Warner from Human 
Services wil l  carry the bi l l. The hearing was closed on HB 1285. 
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1285, as reengrossed: Appropriations Committee (Sen. Holmberg, Chairman) 

recommends DO PASS (13 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). 
Reengrossed HB 1285 was placed on the Fourteenth order on the calendar. 
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Chairman Weisz and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Janelle Moos and I am the Executive Director of CAWS North Dakota. Our Coalition 

is a membership based organization that consists of 20 domestic violence and rape crisis 

centers that provide services to victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, and sta lking in a l l  

53 counties and the reservations in North Dakota. I 'm speaking this morning on their behalf, to 

provide you an overview of H B  1285, and to urge your support of the bi l l .  

Safety is and always wil l  be our first priority for victims of domestic violence. Shelter (or 

emergency housing) is an essential service that enables us to provide safety for victims fleeing 

violence. It was back in  the 1970's when victims first started having conversations at kitchen 

tables about the violence they were experiencing in their marriages and it sti l l  is today. 

Although we've moved away from "safe homes" that were often a bedroom in someone's 

basement to a more intricate network of shelters the services provided by these facilities offer 

victims and their children a safe and secure place to eat and sleep, talk to an advocate, and 

make critical decisions about what is best for them and their families. Although I'd l ike to say 

that victims should be able to be safe in their own homes the real ity is many are not. It often 

takes victims u p  to 7 times to finally leave an abusive relationship and when they do choose to 

leave it is often to one of the shelters located in communities in North Dakota. 

Our state has all but reached a crisis. Domestic violence shelters are at or above capacity; the 

facil ities are old and in need of repair and in some communities have had to close due to 

accessibility and safety issues. The lack of affordable housing has a lso caused a strain resources 

and our abil ity to provide shelter to al l  victims. Up until recent years our shelters would be able 

to house a victim for u p  to 30 days but now length of stays are turning into 60 days to as long as 

6 months or one year. And the number of victims that our shelters have to turn away due to 

lack of space is growing every day. 

As you can see, HB 1285 appropriates funding from the strategic investments and improvement 

fund to the Department of Commerce to provide grants to domestic violence shelters to 

construct, renovate or purchase facilities to provide shelter to victims. Of the 20 crisis centers 

defined under Chapter 14-07. 1-01 nine operate shelters that are located in Bismarck, Dickinson, 

ARCK 222.8370 • BOTIINEAU 228-2028 · DEVILS LAKE 888.662.7378 · DICKINSON 225.4506 · ELLENDALE 349.4729 · FARGO 293.7273 · FORT BERTHOLD RESERVATION 627.4 1 71 
GRAFTON 352.4242 · GRAND FORKS 746.0405 · JAMESTOWN 888.353.7233 · McLEAN COUNTY 462.8643 · MERCER COUNTY 873.2274 · MINOT 852.2258 · RANSOM COUNTY 683.5061 
SPIRIT LAKE 766. 1 8 1 6  • STANLEY 628.3233 • TRENTON 77 4.1 026 · TURTLE MOUNTAIN RESERVATION 477.0002 · VALLEY CITY 845.0078 • WAHPETON 642.21 1 5  • WILLISTON 572.0757 



Wil l iston, Beulah,  M i not, Belcourt, Mandaree, G rafton a n d  G rand Forks. Safe Alternatives for 

Abused Fami l ies in Devils Lake operated a shelter unti l  about six months ago but had to close 

their  d oo rs because of accessib i l ity and safety issues. Vict ims l iving in that six cou nty regio n  are 

being housed o n  a temporary (em ergency) basis in hotels in Devils Lake o r  are being 

transported to a nearby shelter in  G ra n d  Forks, G rafton or M i not ( if space is avai lab le) .  The 

Rape a n d  Abuse Crisis Center in  Fargo works in  col laboration with the YWCA who provides 

shelter i n  the Fa rgo-Moorhead area. 

Of the n i n e  locations l isted above at least 5 are in  need of a new shelter o r  to expand on the 

capacity of their  cu rrent facil ity. Our shelters are fu nded primarily through d i rect federal grants 

or federal  grants that a re admin istered a n d  passed through a state agency such as the 

Department of Health or the Department of Commerce. A smal ler portion of their budgets 

inc lude state general fu nds, fou ndation gra nts and local donations. The primary pu rpose of 

both the state a n d  federal  fu nds is for staffi ng, util ities, food, and other suppl ies such as 

household goods, c lothing a n d  toi letries. Federal a n d  state fu nds restrict our  shelters ab i l ity to 

bu i ld  or renovate existing faci l ities so it leaves l ittle if any fu nding in their  budgets to meet the 

ever growing need for expansion. 

As you can see from the h andouts I 've p rovided the n u m ber of shelter n ights and the cost of 

shelteri ng d omestic violence vict ims has increased d ramatica l ly over the last five years and n ot 

just in those counties most heavily i m pacted by oi l  a n d  energy development.  The need for more 

shelter is a statewid e  issue. For exa m ple, in Wil l iston, where the population has exploded a n d  

cri m e  rates cont inue to rise, t h e  Fami ly Crisis Shelter contin ues t o  operate a shelter with a 

capacity of 7 in the u psta irs of an old house in the downtown area.  As you can see from the 

h a ndouts in  2009, there were 71 victims sheltered at the cost of $ 1,420. By 2013, that n u m ber 

has doubled to 142 victims sheltered at the cost of $4,260. Although costs have gone up 

budgets of these shelters have n ot increased to m eet the need and therefore the progra ms are 

h aving to rely more heavi ly o n  donations and com m u n ity support.  

On the other side of the state in  G rand Forks they were recently asked by the hospital  to begin 

making p lans to fin d  a new place for their shelter because they had other p lans for the property 

that the shelter is  located on.  They launched a ca pital cam paign to bu i ld  a new shelter that they 

expect to house 40 and cost an est imated $2.2 mi l l ion .  I n  the past five years, there has been a 

50% i n crease i n  n u mber of n ights sheltered; a 30% increase last year a lone. Additional ly, 

th ey've had a 125% increase in  the need for overflow housing (hotels) because the shelter has 

been fu l l .  
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A private/publ ic  part nership is proposed in  H B  1285 and is the most viable solution to assist in  

the construction o r  renovation of existing shelters .  Dena F i l ler  the d i rector of the Domestic 

Violence Crisis Center in M in ot a n d  Heather Kel ley from the Domestic Violence a n d  Rape Crisis 

Center in  Dickinson are here this morning and plan to outl ine need in  their com m u n ity and their  

p lans. 

In closi ng, I can't stress enough the need for additional  fu nding to support the expansion or 

constru ction of domestic violence shelters across the state.  In order to a l low o u r  shelters the 

a b i l ity to continue to offer the safety victims need I urge you to look favorably u po n  HB 1285 

and m ove a DO PASS recommendation .  

Thank you .  
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House Bill  1 285 

H ouse Human Services 

January 2 1 ,  20 1 5  

Chairman Weisz and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Dena Filler and I am the Executive Director of Domestic Violence Crisis 
Center (DVCC) in Minot, North Dakota. Our center provides services to victims of 
domestic violence, sexual assault, stalking and human trafficking in Ward, McHenry, 
Pierce and Renvil le  Counties. I am speaking this morning in support o f H B  1 28 5 .  

DVCC has provided emergency services for women and their children fleeing from 
violence since 1 977.  The emergency shelter opened in 1 98 1 .  The original shelter was 4-
bedrooms, 2 baths, with a laundry area, kitchen and family room. The shelter could 
house 1 5  individuals but served as many as 23 at one time. 

Minot began feeling the impact of the oil boom in 2009-20 1 0, and DVCC was not spared. 
The emergency shelter quickly became too small to meet the many needs and i ncreasing 
numbers of victims seeking our services. The flood in 2 0 1 1 compounded this problem by 
adding a new issue; water seepage in the basement. The constant seepage resulted in 
mold developing i n  the basement, which forced DVCC to discontinue using the basement 
for storage of clothing and donated items. Shelter staff was forced to store clothing items 
in totes under tarps on the back deck, which was commonly referred to as the "Tote 
City". Not only did this situation put extra strain on shelter starf, it was an insult to 
victims needing clothing for their children and themselves. 

Along with straining our already crowded emergency shelter, the 2 0 1 1 flood destroyed 
our two 4-plex transitional apartments. Eight families struggling to escape violent l ives 
were forced to evacuate their homes which were permanently lost. DVCC was forced to 
shut down their transitional housing program until housing could be found or built. 

With the continued i nflux of oil  related jobs in the area and a rapidly expanding and 
diverse population, the need for DVCC services has never been greater. I have attached 
DVCC ' s  statistics demonstrating the growth in services since 2006. 

In the summer of 20 1 2, DVCC broke ground on our New B eginnings Campus. This 
campus houses all of DVCC's facilities in one location. The cost of Phase 1 and 2 was 
$3 ,269 ,522.00. (Phase 1 - $ 1 ,645,3 50.00 and Phase 2 - $ 1 ,624, 1 72 .00) 

Phase 1 consisted of a new office building and the first 4-plex for the Transitional Living 
Program. DVCC moved into to our new office in January of 20 1 3  and opened the first 4-
plex in July of 20 1 3  . 

I 



• 

• 

• 

/l� !e:<J>S -:}an 11 atfj :J./1 � 15" 

The DVCC Board of Directors felt strongly that we needed to move ahead with the 
building of Phase 2, specifical ly the urgent need of a larger shelter. They voted to take 
on a construction loan up to $900,000.00 while maintaining an active capital campaign. 

Phase 2 consisted of a new emergency shelter, a second 4-plex for the Transitional Living 
Program and playground. DVCC broke ground on the second 4-plex and emergency 
shelter in May of 20 1 3 .  The second 4-plex opened January of 20 1 4  with the emergency 
shelter opening in April of 2 0 1 4 .  The Minot Optimist Club took on the fundraising 
challenges for the playground, which will be constructed in the spring of 20 1 5 . 

The new emergency shelter has ten bedrooms and can easi ly house 40 individuals. Using 
cribs and pul l-out couches, we can sleep 50 to 60 individuals. There is a joint bathroom 
for every two bedrooms, and there are laundry facilities and family rooms on both floors, 
with the main floor being handicap accessible. The shelter also has a quiet room for 
women without chi ldren to enjoy. This room provides a calm, quiet atmosphere for 
women who may not be used to being around children. The shelter has a large dining 
room and commercial grade kitchen area to accommodate the greater number of victims 
and children, as well as a food pantry and storage area for clothing, donations, and 
supplies. The women from the Power of the Purse, a local giving group, sponsored the 
chi ldren's  playroom, paying for the construction, decorating and provisions, making it 
very welcoming for chi ldren who are staying at the shelter. Victims and their children 
may stay at our shelter for up to 30 days . 

DVCC was not eligible for any FEMA funding and has not received federal funding, and 
received less than $ 20,000 in state funding, which was used for part of the site l ighting 
costs. DVCC received grants from Otto Bremer Foundation and Margaret A. Cargil l  
Foundation each in the amount of $400,000.00 to help fund Phase 1 .  The Minot Area 
Community Foundation funded the second 4-plex in Phase 2. At this time, DVCC has 
raised $2,5 80,95 2 . 00 through fundraisers, sale of property, grants, private individual 
gifts, business contributions and pledges. 

This leaves DVCC short $688,570.00 to complete funding for our New Beginning 
Campus. 

House Bil l  No 1 28 5  would assist DVCC to find additional funds for our building project. 
I urge a DO PASS on House Bill  1 285 . 
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Domestic Violence Crisis Center - Minot, ND 

2006-20 1 4  
Client Sexual Women Children Meals Crisis 

Contacts Oil/En erg� Assaults Sheltered Sheltered Provided Calls 
1 223 Unknown 38 1 2 1  95 7622 3 5 1  
1 1 34 Unknown 39 1 30 1 32 773 1 367 
1 5 1 8  Unknown 69 1 25 1 1 7 6876 569 
1 5 1 9  Unknown 68 1 1 3 1 08 7464 553 
1 986 Unknown 82 1 1 6 90 6793 978 
1 865 28 53 1 1 2 1 1 4 6777 923 
2263 32 74 1 67 1 37 1 0244 1 220 
2476 34 80 2 1 2  1 69 1 5908 1420 
2700 60 73 294 203 1 8656 1 399 

1 2 1 %  1 14% 92% 143% 1 14% 145% 299% 
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Domestic Violence Crisis Center - Minot, ND 

2006-20 1 4  
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Domestic Violence Crisis Center - Minot, ND 
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H B  1285 

January 2 1, 2015 

Chairman and H uman Service Committee Members, 

My name is J im Knudsen, a member of the Program Board for the Domestic Violence Crisis Center 

( DVCC} based in M i n ot. I am here to voice this Board's support for H B  1285. 

From the outset, the membe rs of the DVCC Programs Board and the members of the DVCC Foundation 

Board have been wholly and enthusiastica lly involved in the building of a new emergency shelter for 

victims of domestic violence, sexua l  assa ult and human trafficking. This dedication for the project was 

easily a ro used when a l l  Board Members toured the previous shelter - a dilapidated, damp old house 

with 4 smal l  bedrooms and two bathrooms, located on a dark, unpaved street in the outskirts of Minot. 

The shelter was often jam packed with 18 or more victims and their children. The atmosphere created 

by these conditions seriously underm ined the efforts of the victims to gain emotional stabi l ity for 

themselves a nd their chi ldren, and physica l independence from their attackers. The victims' chi ldren, 

infa nts to teenagers, had no q uiet place to play or do their school work, and their energetic and often 

loud presence would often strain the nerves of their parents and the other adults in the shelter. DVCC 

staff were a lso hampered by lack of storage and office space. Thousands of meals were prepared and 

served in  a totally inadequate kitchen. The Boards became aware that the shelter was, in  itself, a kind of 

a buse of the mind and spirit of the victims we were serving-- a situation that had to end. The Boards 

began the search for property and funds to buy or build a decent shelter -- a shelter that would uplift, 

respect and encourage those adults and chi ldren who desperately needed a protective and tranquil  

space to recuperate and make wise decisions for their future. 

The Program Board, after considering various properties for sale or rent, determined that building a new 

emergency shelter would be the best solution in the long run. A plot of land came up for sale at a 

bargain  price, and the Foundation Board came up with the funds to buy it. Both Boards began putting 

together plans for financing the new build ing. 

But then, the flood of 2011 barreled through Minot. The DVCC's two four-plex transitional living 

a pa rtment bui ld ings* were destroyed and the emergency shelter's basement was waterlogged. At the 

same time, the Bakken oi l  boom started in ea rnest, and the Boards real ized that not only did we need to 

replace the destroyed properties, we needed to expand our facilities to accommodate the sharply 

increased population that we serve. * *  The Program and Foundation Boards solidly supported the DVCC 

Executive Director's vison to turn this unfortunate confluence of events into an opportunity to develop 

her innovative plan to bui ld a "cam pus" of services for victims that included the shelter, transitional 

a pa rtments and support services in  one setting, giving easy access of victims and their chi ldren to staff 

and restorative activities, as well as greatly improving the efficient use of staff time. 

F inancial  assistance from various foundations made it possible to build new transitional apartments and 

to increase their number, as these foundations wished to help with the a l leviation of the flood 

destruction. The sale of the previous DVCC administrative office made it possible to replace and expand 

the support services and admin istrative office space at the new ca mpus site. However, without a 

functional  emergency she lter, the DVCC program had no foundation for entry of victims into our 

• services. Therefore, the Boards decided our only recourse was to obtain  a loan to bui ld that facil ity, with 

I 
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the hope and faith that government and the private sectors would contribute a share for this sorely 

needed service. The private sector has rewarded our expectations by contributing a l l  the shelter's as 

well  as the transitional  apartments' furnishings - bedrooms, kitchen, sitting rooms, even a chi ldren's 

playroom and playground equipment. We now a re counting on government to assist us with the 

construction cost of the shelter facility. 

We support, therefore, the approval of shelter HB 1285. With this assistance, we ca n turn our attention 

a n d  o u r  fund raising activities to the equally pressing need to h ire more staff to meet the challenge of 

o u r  population surge, and to increase staff salaries in order to attract and retain  qual ity personnel.  

Tha n k  you for listening to our story. 

*Apartments rented on a sl iding fee sca le to victims and their chi ldren who decide to leave their abusive 

situation. A victim can rent a transitional living apartment for up to 18 months. 

* * The M inot-based DVCC provides services to Ward, Pierce, McHenry, and Renvil le  counties . 
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Testimony on H B  1 285 
House Human Services Committee 
January 2 1 ,  20 1 5  

Shelter plans for the Domestic Violence and Rape Crisis Center in Dickinson, ND 

• Current shelter space contains 4 bedrooms, 2 and Yi baths with the capacity of 1 8  beds. 
• Looking to build a new shelter facil ity. Estimating the need for 8- 1 0  bedrooms with the 

capacity of holding 25 individuals. 
o The capacity must remain manageable for the current staff, as finding new 

employees has proven to be a difficult task. 

Population served and H ousing options offered 

• 1 8  beds available for women and children. 
• Serves victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and homeless families 
• Serve Southwestern North Dakota. Counties covered are : Adams, Bil lings, Bowman, 

Dunn, Golden Valley, H ettinger, S lope and Stark. These counties encompass 1 0,002 
square miles 

Need for New Shelter 

• With an 1 8  person capacity we are consistently at capacity or over capacity, as the rate of 
domestic violence and sexual assault has increased and continues to increase rapidly. 

• On a consistent basis we are seeing the number of women and children who reside in the 
shelter as high as 26. 

• With a lack of affordable housing available, shelter stays are ranging from 1 to 3 years. 
Five years ago, we would have been able to have families in apartments and hooked into 
support systems within 3 months, this is now 9 months or longer. 

• With the diverse population of homelessness and domestic violence, we are now more 
than ever having to turn clients away as our space is l imited and over capacity. In 20 1 4, 
we have had to turn away 34 homeless clients due to lack of space. While we as an 
agency may have to turn away due to lack of space, we do not simply close our doors. 
We make referrals to the appropriate agency' s  that may be able to provide services to 
them. 

Need to Build 

• Dickinson continues to grow at a rapid rate. With this growth comes the need for current 
agencies to build larger buildings as well .  

• Agencies that have moved into larger buildings or are in the process of building new 
buildings include law enforcement, the fire department and the hospital. 

o As a domestic violence shelter we rely heavily on these agencies to provide 
immediate services to our clients. 

• o It is vital that we have a new shelter that is centrally located to these agencies. 

/ 
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• Although there are many current buildings that have been vacated, the task of 

reconstruction would prove to be a daunting task. The estimated cost for renovations 
would far surpass the value of building and the location of the buildings would be far 
from law enforcement and medical care. 

Vision and Community Support 

• As an agency we envision a new shelter containing 8 - 1 0  bedrooms and the capability of 
housing 25 women and chi ldren. 

• DVRCC has the support of many people. These people include builders, realtors, land 
owners and members of the community of Dickinson and the surrounding area. 

• We have a diverse board with varying professions and expertise. The board is supportive 
in assisting with this process, utilizing and offering their knowledge and expertise. 
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15.0 760 .01 001 
Title. 

Prepared by the Legislative Counci l  staff for 
Representative Weisz 

Februa
,r

y 9, 201 5  

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO HOUSE B I LL NO. 1285 

Page 1 ,  line 2 ,  after "shelters" insert "and to provide a statement of legislative intent" 

Page 1 ,  after l ine 1 6, insert: 
'-

"SECTION 2. LEGISLATIVE INTENT - FUNDING FROM EARLY 
DISTRIBUTIONS. It is the intent of the sixty-fourth legislative assembly that funding for 
grants provided in section 1 of this Act be considered as part of the funding provided in 
Senate Bill No. 21 03." 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 15.0 760 .01001 
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Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for � •� 
Representative J. Nelson f). /C1 '--1 I v) 

February 20 , 201 5 1+5 I ag6'"" �Ho.-c,k M t/. f I 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED HOUSE B I LL NO. 128 5 �/� 

Page 1 ,  line 1 ,  remove "provide a statement of legislative intent; and to" Holl-Se 1� S 
Page 1 ,  line 6, after "appropriated" insert "out of any moneys in the strategic investment and 

VY T ' 
improvements fund in the state treasury, not otherwise appropriated ,"  

Page 1 ,  line 6,  replace "$2 ,000 ,000 " with "$650 ,000 " 

Page 1 ,  line 1 0 ,  remove "establish" 

Page 1 ,  replace lines 11 through 1 6  with "provide a grant of up to $400 ,000 to a qualifying 
organization serving a community in a non-oil-producing county with a population 
exceeding 1 0 ,000 based on the most recent decennial census. The department shall 
require three dollars of nonstate funds for each one dollar of the grant funds awarded 
up to $400 ,000 . The department shall provide a grant of up to $2 50 ,000 to a qualifying 
organization serving a community in a non-oil-producing county with a population of 

1 0 ,000 or fewer based on the most recent decennial census. The department shall 
require one dollar of nonstate funds for each one dollar of the grant funds awarded of 
up to $2 50 ,000 ." 

Page 1 ,  remove lines 1 7  through 19 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 1 5.0 760 .02001 
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525 N .  4th St. B ismarck, ND. 5850 1 
(P) 701 .255 .6240 (TF) 1 .888 .255 . 6240 (F) 701 .255 . 1 904 

wwwndcaws.org • facebook.com/NDCAWS · Twitter @NDCAWS 

Cha ir  Lee a n d  Mem bers of the Committee, 

My n a m e  is Janel le  Moos a n d  I am the Executive Director of CAWS North Dakota .  Our  Coa l it ion 

is  a mem bership based organ ization that consists of 20 domestic violence and rape crisis 

centers that p rovide services to victims of domestic violence, sexual  assau lt, a n d  sta lking i n  a l l  

53 cou nties a n d  the reservations i n  N o rth Da kota. I 'm speaking this morn i ng o n  t h e i r  behalf, t o  

p rovid e  you an overview o f  H B  1285, a nd t o  u rge you r  support o f  the b i l l .  

Safety is a n d  a lways wi l l  be our first p riority for victims of domestic violence. Shelter (or 

e me rgency housing) i s  an essent ia l  service that enables u s  to p rovide safety for victims fleeing 

vio lence. It was back i n  the 1970's when victims first started having conversations at kitchen 

tab les a bout the vio lence they were experiencing i n  their  ma rriages a n d  it sti l l  i s  today. 

Although we've moved away from "safe homes" that were often a bedroom in someone's 

basement to a more intricate network of shelters the services p rovided by these faci l it ies offer 

vict ims a n d  their  ch i ldren a safe a n d  secu re p lace to eat a n d  s l eep, ta lk  to a n  a dvocate, and 

m ake critical d ecisions about what is best for them a n d  their  fam i l ies.  Although I 'd l i ke to say 

t h at victims should be able to be safe i n  their own homes the real ity is many are not. It often 

takes vict ims up to 7 times to fin a l ly l eave an a busive relationsh ip  a n d  when they do choose to 

leave it is often to one of the shelters located in com m u n ities in North Dakota. 

O u r  state has all but reached a crisis. Domestic violence shelters a re at or  above capacity; the 

faci l it ies a re old a nd i n  need of repair  and i n  some com m u n ities h ave had to close d u e  to 

accessibi l ity a n d  safety issues. The lack of affordable housing has a lso caused a stra i n  resources 

a n d  o u r  ab i l ity to provi de shelter to a l l  victims. Up u nti l  recent years our shelters wou ld be ab le  

to h o u se a victim for u p  to 30 d ays but  now length of  stays a re t u rn i ng i nto 60 d ays to as long as 

6 m onths or one year.  And the n u m be r  of victims that our shelters h ave to turn away d u e  to 

lack of space is growi ng every d ay. 

As yo u can see, H B  1285 a p p ropriates fu n d ing from the strategic i nvestm ents a n d  improvement 

fu n d  to the Department of Com merce to provide gra nts to domestic violence shelters to 

construct, renovate or p u rchase faci l ities to provide shelter to vict ims.  Of t h e  20 crisis centers 

d efined u n d er Chapter 14-07. 1-01 n i n e  operate shelters that a re located i n  Bism a rck, Dickinson, 

BISMARCK 222.8370 • BOITINEAU 228-2028 • DEVILS LAKE 888.662. 7378 • DICKINSON 225.4506 • ELLENDALE 349.4729 • FARGO 293.7273 • FORT BERTHOLD RESERVATION 627. 4 1 7 1  

GRAFTON 352.4242 · GRAND FORKS 746.0405 · JAMESTOWN 888.353.7233 · McLEAN COUNTY 462.8643 · MERCER COUNTY 873.2274 · MINOT 852.2258 · RANSOM COUNTY 683.5061 

SPIRIT LAKE 766. 1 8 1 6  • STANLEY 628.3233 • TRENTON 774. 1 026 · TURTLE MOUNTAIN RESERVATION 477.0002 • VALLEY CITY 845.0078 • WAHPETON 642.2 1 1 5  · WILLISTON 572.0757 
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Wil l iston, Beulah,  M inot, Belco u rt, Mandaree, G rafton and G rand Forks. Safe Altern atives for 

Abused Fa m i l ies in Devi ls  Lake operated a shelter u nti l  a bout six months ago but had to close 

their doors because of accessib i l ity and safety issues. Victims l iving in that six cou nty regio n  a re 

being housed o n  a tem porary (emergency) basis in hotels i n  Devils La ke or a re being 

transported to a n ea rby shelter in  G rand Forks, G rafton or Minot (if space is ava i lab le) .  The 

Rape and Abuse Crisis Center in  Fa rgo works in  col laboration with the YWCA who p rovides 

shelter in  the Fargo-Moorhead a rea.  

Of the n i n e  locations l isted a bove at  least 5 a re in  need of a new shelter o r  to expand on the 

capacity of their  cu rrent faci l ity and were identified as the priority for fu nding a p p ro p ri ated in  

H B  1285.  Those com m u nities a re Wil l iston, Dickinson, Devils La ke, M i not and G ra n d  Forks. 

Ou r shelters a re funded pri m a ri ly through d i rect fed eral grants or  federal  grants that a re 

admin istered a n d  passed t h ro ugh a state agency such a s  the Department of H ea lth o r  the 

Department of Comm erce. A smal ler  portion of their  budgets include state genera l  funds, 

foun dation gra nts a n d  local d onations. Th e p ri m a ry p u rpose of both the state and fed eral  fu nds 

is for staffing, uti l it ies, food, a n d  other suppl ies such a s  household good s, clothing and 

toi letries. Federa l  a n d  state funds restrict our  shelters abi l ity to bu i ld  or  renovate existing 

faci l it ies so it leaves l ittle  if any funding i n  their budgets to meet the ever growing n eed for 

expansion.  

As you ca n see from the hando uts I've p rovided the n u mber of shelter n ights and the cost of 

shelteri ng dom estic violence victi ms has i ncreased d ra m atica l ly over the last five yea rs and not 

just in  those counties most heavily i m pacted by oil a n d  energy development. The n eed for more 

shelter is a statewide issue. For exa m ple, in Wil l isto n, where the population has exploded and 

crime rates cont i n u e  to rise, the Family Crisis Shelter contin ues to operate a shelter with a 

capacity of 7 in the upstairs of a n  o ld  house in the d owntown a re a .  As you can see from the 

handouts i n  2009, there were 7 1  victims sheltered at the cost of $ 1,420. By 2013,  that nu mber 

has doubled to 142 victims sheltered at the cost of $4,260. Although costs h ave gon e  up 

budgets of these sh elters h ave not i ncreased to meet the need and therefore the p rograms a re 

having to rely m o re heavily on d onations a n d  com m u n ity support. 

On the other  s ide of the state in  Grand Forks they were recently asked by the hospital  to begin 

making p l a n s  to fin d  a n ew p lace for their  shelter beca use they had other p lans  for the p ro perty 

that the sh elter is located on .  They launched a capital  ca m paign to bu i ld  a new shelter that they 

expect to house 40 and cost an est imated $2 .2  mi l l ion .  In  the past five years, there has been a 

50% increase in n u m be r  of n ights sheltered;  a 30% increase last yea r  a lone.  Additional ly, 

they've had a 125% increase in the need for overflow housing (hotels) because the sh elter has 

been fu l l .  
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A p rivate/pu blic partnership  is proposed in  HB 1285 and is the most viable solution to assist in  

the construction or renovation of existing shelters. The engrossed version of the H B  1285 was 

amended to include a reduced amount of funding ($650,000} and it is designated to provide 

grants to support the costs of bui lding a new shelter in Devils Lake and G rand Forks. The local 

match requirement is 1:1 while in  Grand Forks it is 3 :1. Funding to support the three remaining 

communities (Dickinson, Minot, and Wil l iston} that need to expand the existing shelter or bui ld 

a n ew facility is included as part of the oi l  impact grant funds outlined in H B  1176. 

In closing, I can't stress enough the need for additional funding to support the expansion or  

construction of domestic violence shelters across the state. In order to a llow our  shelters the 

abi l ity to continue to offer the safety victims need I urge you to look favorably u pon H B  1285 

and move a DO PASS recommend ation. 

Thank you.  
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The g rowth of comm u n it ies i n  North  Dakota h a s  a n  i m pact o n  

sexua l  assa u lt a n d  domest ic v io lence work, from s he lters to c l ient l oa d .  
ending sexual and domestic violence 

YWCA Fargo 
Shelter 
I n  2009 there were 1 ,41 4 vict ims she ltered at a cost of $35,350. I n  201 3 there were 1 ,339* she ltered at the cost of 

$49,543. 
Children 
I n  2009 there were 

70 1  ch i ld ren 674 
sheltered a n d  i n  201 3 there were • 

Family Crisis Shelter Williston 
Shelter 

Meals 
l n 2009 there were 22, 6 1 9 31  025 meals provided and in 201 3 th is increased to 1 • 

* Wh i le the number decreased d u ring th is  t ime frame, 
the average length of stay i ncreased by 1 0  days. 

In 2009, there were 71 vict ims she ltered at a cost of $1 ,420. By 201 3 that number had doub led to 1 42 with the cost at 

$4,260. 
Children 
I n  2009 there were 32 ch i l d ren SO sheltered and i n  201 3 that number increased to • 
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Cha irman Ho lmberg a n d  Members of the Comm ittee, 

My n a m e  is Jane l le  Moos a n d  I am the Executive Director of CAWS N orth Dakota .  Our Coal ition 

is a membersh ip  based orga n ization that con sists of 20 domestic violence and rape crisis 

centers that p rovide services to victims of domestic vio lence, sexual  assa u lt, and sta lking i n  a l l  

53 cou nties a n d  the reservations i n  N orth Dakota .  I 'm speaking this morning on t h e i r  behalf, t o  

p rovide y o u  a n  overview o f  H B  1285, a n d  to u rge you r  support o f  the b i l l .  

O u r  state has a l l  but  reach ed a crisis. Domestic violence shelters are  at  o r  above capacity; the 

faci l it ies a re o l d  a n d  i n  need of repair  a n d  i n  some com m u n ities h ave had to close d u e  to 

a ccess ib i l ity a n d  safety issues. The lack of afford able housing has a lso caused a stra i n  resou rces 

a n d  o u r  ab i l ity to p rovide shelter to a l l  victims. Up u nti l  recent years our  shelters would be a b l e  

to h o u s e  a victim for u p  t o  30 days b u t  now length o f  stays a re t u r n i n g  i nto 60 d ays to as l o n g  a s  

6 months or  o n e  year. And the n u m ber o f  victims that o u r  shelters h ave to t u rn away d u e  t o  

lack o f  s pace is growing every day. 

As you can see, H B  1285 a p p ropriates fu n d i ng from the strategic i nvestments a n d  i m p rovement 

fu n d  to the Department of Commerce to p rovide gra nts to domestic violence she lters to 

construct, renovate or p u rchase facil ities to p rovide shelter to victi ms. Of the 20 crisis centers 

d efined u nder  Chapter 14-07.1-01 n i n e  operate shelters that a re located in B ismarck, Dickinson, 

Wi l l i ston, Beulah,  M i not, Belcourt, M a n da ree, G rafton and Grand Forks. Safe Altern atives for 

Ab used Fami l ies i n  Devi ls Lake operated a sh elter u nti l  a bout six months ago but h a d  to close 

their  doors b eca use of accessib i l ity a n d  safety issues. Victims living in that six cou nty region a re 

being housed on a tempora ry (emergen cy} basis in hotels i n  Devils Lake o r  a re being 

tra nsported to a nearby shelter i n  Grand Forks, G rafton o r  M i not ( if space is ava i lab le} .  The 

Rape a n d  Abuse Crisis Center i n  Fargo works in col laboration with the YWCA who p rovides 

sh elter i n  the Fargo-M oorhead a rea .  

Of the n ine locations l isted above at  least 5 a re i n  need of a new shelter or to expand on the 

capacity of their  cu rrent facil ity a n d  were ide ntified as the p rio rity fo r fu n d i n g  a p p ropriated in 

HB 1285. Those com m u nities a re Wil l iston, Dickinson, Devi ls Lake, M i not and G ra n d  Forks. 

/ /  
BISMARCK 222.8370 • BOTIINEAU 228-2028 · DEVILS LAKE 888.662.7378 · DICKINSON 225.4506 · ELLENDALE 349.4729 · FARGO 293.7273 · FORT BERTHOLD RESERVATION 627.4171  

GRAFTON 352.4242 · GRAND FORKS 746.0405 · JAMESTOWN 888.353.7233 · McLEAN COUNTY 462.8643 · MERCER COUNTY 873.2274 · MINOT 852.2258 · RANSOM COUNTY 683.5061 

SPIRIT LAKE 766. 1 8 1 6  · STANLEY 628.3233 • TRENTON 774. 1 026 · TURTLE MOUNTAIN RESERVATION 477.0002 • VALLEY CITY 845.0078 · WAHPETON 642.21 1 5  • WILLISTON 572.0757 
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Our shelters a re funded pr imari ly through d i rect federal  grants o r  federa l  gra nts that a re 

a d m i n istered a n d  passed t h rough a state agency such as the Department of H ea lth o r  the 

Department of Commerce. A smal ler  portion of their  budgets inc lude state gen eral fu nds, 

fou n d ation gra nts a n d  loca l donations. Th e p rimary pu rpose of both the state a n d  fed eral  fu nds  

is fo r staffing, uti l it ies, food, a n d  oth er su ppl ies such as household goods, clothing and 

toi letries. Federal  a n d  state fu nds restrict our  shelters ab i l ity to bu i ld  o r  renovate existing 

faci l it ies so it leaves l ittle  if any fu nding i n  their  b udgets to meet the ever growing need for 

expa ns ion.  

As you can see from the h a ndouts I 've p rovided the n u mber of sh elter n ights a n d  the cost of 

shelteri ng dom estic violence victims has i ncreased d ramatica l ly over the last five yea rs a n d  not 

j u st i n  those cou nties most h eavi ly impacted by oi l  a n d  energy developm ent. Th e n eed for more 

shelter is a statewide issue. For exa mp le, i n  Wil l iston, where the popu lation has exploded a nd 

cr ime rates conti nue to rise, the Fami ly Crisis Shelter continues to operate a shelter with a 

capacity of 7 i n  the u p stairs of a n  old house i n  the downtown a re a .  As you can see from the 

h a n douts i n  2009, there were 7 1  victims sheltered at  the cost of $ 1,420. By 2013,  that n u mber 

has doubled to 142 victims sheltered at the cost of $4,260. Although costs have gon e  up 

budgets of these shelters have not increased to meet the n eed a n d  therefore the p rograms a re 

h aving to rely more heavily on donations a n d  com m u n ity support. 

On the other  s ide of the state i n  G rand Forks they were recently asked by the hospital  to begin 

m a king p l a n s  to fi n d  a n ew p lace for their sh elter beca use they had other p lans  for the p roperty 

that the sh elter is located o n .  They launched a capital campaign to bu i ld  a new shelter that they 

expect to house 40 a n d  cost an estimated $2.2 mi l l ion .  In the p ast five yea rs, there has been a 

50% i n crease i n  n u m ber of n ights sheltered; a 30% i ncrease last yea r  a lone.  Additiona l ly, 

they've h a d  a 125% increase in the need for overflow housing (hotels}  because the shelte r has 

been fu l l .  

A p rivate/pu b l ic p a rtnersh ip  is p roposed i n  H B  1285 a n d  is the most viable solution to assist i n  

the construction o r  renovation o f  existing shelters.  T h e  engrossed version of the H B  1285 was 

a m e n d e d  to inc lude a reduced amount of fu n d i ng ($650,000} a n d  it is designated to p rovide 

gra nts to support the costs of  bui ld ing a n ew shelter i n  Devi ls  Lake a n d  Grand Forks. The loca l 

match req u i rement is 1 : 1  whi le in G ra n d  Forks it is 3 : 1. F u n d i ng to sup port the t h ree remaining 

co m m u n it ies ( Dickinson, M inot, and Wil l iston}  that need to exp a n d  the existi ng sh elter or  bui ld  

a new faci l ity is inc luded as p a rt of the o i l  impact grant fun d s  outl i n ed i n  HB 1 176.  

I n  c losi ng, I ca n't stress enough the n eed for a d d ition a l  fu n d ing to sup port the expansion or  

construct ion of dom estic violence sh elters across the state. In  o rder to a l low o u r  shelters the 



abi l ity to continue to offer the safety victims need I urge you to look favorably upon H B  1285 

and move a DO PASS recommendation. 

Thank you .  




