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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution:

A Bill for an Act relating to primary election ballot access and eligibility for minor political
parties; and relating to political party committee organization.

Minutes:

Chairman Dever: Opened the hearing on SB 2369.

Robert Harms, Treasurer, North Dakota Republican Party: Testified in support of bill
and to explain the bill. (4:15) In summary, it takes out of the code the mandatory detailed
directions on how the state parties operate and allow that decision to be up to the state
parties themselves in their own bylaws, and secondly it maintains the current structure that
we have for statewide political organizations. A minimum 5% in presidential elections for
petitioning and sets up this third mechanism that if all of us wanted to start our own party
we would simply file our bylaws with the Secretary of State, meeting those minimum
qualifications and we would have statewide recognition. | have spoken with the leadership
in both houses and parties, and there is no opposition to the bill.

(5:30) See Attachment #1 for an amendment to place an emergency clause.

(6:20) Senator Cook: How long has that been a part of state code?

Robert Harms: | believe it has been a couple of decades. | believe in the 80's sometime.
Essentially what Jim and | did was we thought it was easier to repeal that chapter and then

construct a new chapter rather than try to construct these new provisions.
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Senator Cook: The first political event | went to was in 1992 and the first thing | did was
look at this chapter. | would argue that what we are doing here is shifting a lot of power
from the normal citizen of the state to a political party. | give this to anyone who is
interested in getting involved. | would argue that one presidential candidate that definitely
motivated a lot of young people understood that section of code better than anyone. | am
curious that maybe the way that he was able to utilize the rights given to the people in code
caused a little gray hair amongst a lot of us old-timers that have been long established in
the party and it is one of the reasons this is being brought forward.

Robert Harms: | was waiting for the question.

Senator Cook: There were a whole lot of citizens in the last election cycle fully
understanding that section of code and they knew what camp they were in | welcomed
them. They tried to take over our district committees and they had the law on their side. It
just forced us to follow along. | don’t see any problem with that and | certainly am reluctant
to take that tool away from them.

Robert Harms: | would agree with your sentiment with the regard to the activity that
occurred during the last presidential election cycle and that activity is the kind of activity
that | think SB 2369 is designed to promote. Two things | would offer in response to your
comments: humber one, the problem that we have with the current code and the structure,
is that we have a law in place that says one thing and then we have districts around the
state that have a set of bylaws that differ from the code. So we set up this conflict that
exists in state law and bylaws and we have a discussion in districts and we have lots of
conflicts around the state because of that very activity. We want to clarify that. Number
two, the provisions that the Secretary of State and | worked on recognize that robust

political activity that we are trying to promote so that if all of us decided to start the green
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coffee party because we don't think the Republican or Democrat party are serving the
needs of our interests, we would be free to establish that party very easily by simply filing at
the Secretary of State a set of bylaws that meet very basic minimum requirements that an
organization would include. That would be without dictating to that party what the details
of those bylaws would include. We agree with the idea of a robust political party that we
should encourage in state law and we think this bill sets the frame to do that and it
eliminates this conflict where we have state law saying one thing and bylaws saying
another.

Senator Cook: Do you believe that repealing chapter 16.103 and replacing it with this
would make it easier or more difficult to create another party?

Robert Harms: | think it will make it easier. As you know | am very involved in other
organizations, including the Tea Party, and | have had their members ask me about it, and |
told them that they need to do exactly as | have described. My personal attitude is that we
should set up our law to allow that kind of robust political engagement by people; not put up
impediments, but to make it easier.

Chairman Dever: They can do it in either circumstance?

Robert Harms: Yes.

Chairman Dever: | assume that right now the parties have to file bylaws with the Secretary
of State?

Robert Harms: No, there is a third mechanism under the current law, but | am drawing a
blank. It is not as easy as simply filing your bylaws with the Secretary of State. Jim can
speak to that.

Chairman Dever: Do district party organizations fall under the umbrella of the state party

organization or are they separate individual organizations?
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Robert Harms: The district parties would fall under the state party under the current law.
There will be a discussion, and the parties will be allowed to set those rules on their own.
My personal preference would be that they are uniform state wide.

Senator Nelson: The Democrats have a standard set of bylaws that were put in by the
state a couple of years back and the districts can either adopt those bylaws or they can
accept those bylaws with changes, however, they cannot counter anything that is in the
existing bylaw.

Senator Cook: We all know that every district party has to be organized within the next
couple of months. That requirement is right here in this code that we are going to repeal.
There are requirements here that we have to put a notice out in the newspaper so that
everyone knows that we are reorganizing. It starts with caucuses. We have to follow these.
We have rewritten our bylaws and we made sure that we stayed within code. This is what
is leaving here, so my question is, how do districts reorganize under this new legislation
and to what degree do the citizens have the right to come and have their voice heard?
Robert Harms: That would be the direction that | would like to see it go. The parties would
craft their own bylaws as to how the districts would reorganize; whether they have
caucuses or they don’t. That will be part of the internal discussion in each party. The code
speaks to how those political parties are reorganized, but they are really speaking to
members of a private organization. The public can participate in those organizations, but
that is part of the issue we are trying to get to that each of the parties should be able to run
their own operations and invite the public to participate rather than having the state law tell
those organizations how they must organize.

Chairman Dever: | suspect we are going to spend time on this bill.
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Senator Schaible: These views that you are relaying, is that your opinion or is that the
official position of the Republican Party.

Robert Harms: The state committee of the Republican Party made the decision to bring
this issue to the legislature in December and it was a unanimous vote to take the political
parties out of the Century Code.

Senator Cook: It was informed that it was created in 1979.

(20:43) Claus Lembke, Republican District Chairman, District 7: Testified in support of
the bill. | do not object to telling us when a deadline is when we have to reorganize. We
are ok with deadlines and advertising. Those things | think should remain a mandate of the
bill. The way it was written takes it out but it would probably be wise to at least that in.
(21:30) (Explained personal experience of reorganizing and the issues with it) That is a
perfect example of our own bylaws. They should be open. We are reviewing our bylaws
and we want to avoid people aimlessly getting to be state delegates and then they don't
show up. | recommend you take a look at that and support the bill.

(24:07) Chairman Dever: When you refer to your bylaws, are you referring to state party
bylaws or your district bylaws?

Claus Lembke: When the precinct committee people elect the officers that is state law.
Chairman Dever: Do | get the feeling from what you have said that maybe there are some
things in the state law that we should keep?

Claus Lembke: Yes, the deadlines to reorganize. | think we owe that to the public.
Senator Cook: Right now in code, who can participate and vote at a caucus? Do you have
to be a qualified elector? How do you think we should determine who gets to participate in

a particular political party?
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Claus Lembke: | agree with you that some of these things should be in law to make sure
that it is open. One group or another could overrun the other one and that is not fair.
Senator Cook: The question is, what is it?

Chairman Dever: (mentioned a person who stated on Facebook that they were involved in
both conventions)

Claus: | was involved in the political process and | went to both district conventions in the
early 70's and that is how | choose my side.

Chairman Dever: We know where you ended up and that speaks well of you.

(27:20) Jim Silrum, Deputy Secretary of State: See Attachment #2 for testimony in
support.

(32:31) Senator Cook: | agree that state law makes it difficult to start a third party. Where
was this legislation drafted and who was involved?

Jim Silrum: | took the first stab at it. Somebody has to. Then what | wrote Secretary
Jaeger and Mr. Harms took a look and made recommendations. What is before you now is
what we have spent many hours laboring over. It was on strict advice from the Secretary of
State that this should not be in any way a Republican initiative; that the Democrat NPL
should have their weigh in on this.

(35:15) Chairman Dever: Maybe we need to take a look at some of what is in there.
(36:22)Jim Silrum: | still believe that 16.103 is in major need of help just because of it not
being clear to the average citizen. Especially knowing that you have to start at the end and
then go back to the beginning and go from there.

Chairman Dever: Generally it is appropriate if it is fair to all parties and normally it is the
Democrat and the Republican Party. | don’t think anyone wants to prevent anyone in our

democratic process from having the ability but at the same time | can imagine what would
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happen if someone from a national party, and it was too easy, might present themselves as
a candidate and someone else might present themselves as a candidate from the same
party because they had not communicated with each other.

Jim Silrum: It was never the intent to remove the general public's ability to form how a
political party would be organized; that district parties would organize at the grass roots
level. They would have to be from that district and the only thing that it would truly do is
give them their own timeline to control their own destinies with their party.

(39:25) Jim Silrum: (Continues on testimony).

(48:55) Chairman Dever: | am curious if there might be a way to accommodate those that
register as a write it candidate 4 days in advance. If you are not going to have those slots
on the ballot, and the other question is if either of the major parties left a slot blank, would
you not include that slot on the ballot?

Jim Silrum: For the major parties, if you see on one of the pages | handed out where the
third column is taken up by the Constitution and Libertarian parties, those statutes would
only pertain to those political parties that achieve ballot access by circulating petitions and
getting the 7000 signatures to have their political party recognized in the state. Any party
that organizes according to 16.103.1 or a modification of 03 would be just like the
republicans and democratic NPL party and would be granted a full slate of spaces. Minor
parties are designated in that way because of how they got their ballot access which is by
circulating petitions not by organizing according to the political party organization chapter.
Chairman Dever: | would imagine that their organizing might be on behalf of a candidate
as much as on behalf of a party?

Jim Silrum: In most cases, they are doing so for the sake of having their presidential

candidate on the ballot. The Constitution party for sure really only wanted their presidential
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candidate to be listed on the November general election ballot associated with the
Constitution party's name. Under current law what is required is that, and this would change
in one of the sections of this bill, a presidential candidate specifically named would be
required is to have the candidate circulate petitions to get 4000 signatures to turn into us
and then have their presidential candidate listed on the general election ballot under that
political party designation. Minor political parties have not taken that option because the
circulating of a petition to get 4000 signatures needs to be done even before they know the
name of who their nominated candidate would be for president and vice president.
Because our current law states that it has to be the candidate who is named on those
petitions that are circulated, the law that would be changed to allow those petitions to be
circulated before the name in known, is section 5 of the bill page 6 (reads added language).
(55:00)Please be assured that the vast majority of the remaining sections of the bill would
allow us to rearrange the formatting of the ballot according to the examples that | put
forward to you. In regards to a write in candidate for an office of one of these minor parties,
outside of the office of legislative candidate, they would have to file that certificate of write
in candidacy long before anyway which is 20 days, not just the 4 days. It seems to us that
minor parties are attempting to gain ballot access for a certain statewide offices and if they
want to organize at a district level, they should do so according to 16.103.1 if that is passed
or a modification of 03 where that party organizes at the district level much in the same way
that the Republican and Democratic NPL parties already do. Take into account that many
would say that a primary election for political party offices is really not the place where
political parties should find out who their candidates are. If write-ins were allowed for those
minor parties for those offices where there were no candidate, Constitution and Libertarian

parties are finding out of candidates that they were not even aware of. It seems to us that
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the national Supreme Court has given political parties the authority to nominate their own
candidates rather than some other way around.

Chairman Dever: Asked Jim Silrum to be available for additional work on the bill. Closed

hearing on SB 2369.
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Minutes:

Chairman Dever: Opened SB 2369 for committee discussion. See Attachment #1 for
amendment proposed.

Senator Poolman: Moved Amendments.

Senator Schaible: Seconded.

Chairman Dever: We had thought at one point of turning it into a legislative study but |
don’t think that is the right place to do it either.

Senator Cook: | hope that these amendments don't resurface in the other chamber.
Chairman Dever: | think if they do, they will in a different form.

Senator Nelson: If we defeated this bill, then we could still talk to each other during the
interim to get it fixed: then it would not give them an avenue to talk about it over on the
other side.

Chairman Dever: The Deputy Secretary of State told Senator Schaible and | yesterday
that sections 2, 3, 4, and 5 are the most important election bill to them in this session.
A Roll Call Vote Was Taken: 7 yeas, 0 nays, 0 absent.

Senator Schaible: Moved a Do Pass As Amended.

Senator Cook: Seconded.

A Roll Call Vote Was Taken: 5 yeas, 2 nays, 0 absent.

Senator Schaible: Carrier



FISCAL NOTE
Requested by Legislative Council
01/28/2013

Amendment to: SB 2369

1 A. State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding

levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2011-2013 Biennium - ' 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds
Revenues $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $0 ) $0 $0 $0 $0
Appropriations $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: /dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political
subdivision.

2011-2013 Biennium ‘ 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
Counties $0 $0 $0
Cities $0 $0 $0
School Districts $0 $0 $0
Townships $0( - $0 $0

Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

This bill relates to political party reorganization, primary election ballot access, and eligibility for political parties.

Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

Although the ballot access portion of the bill may result in cost savings to counties, it is impossible to determine.

3. State fiscal effect detail: Forinformation shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund

C.

affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.
None

Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

None

Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether
the appropriation is also included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing appropration.

None
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FISCAL NOTE
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01/28/2013

Bill/Resolution No.: SB 2369

1 A

1 B

State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding
levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2011-2013 Biennium 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds
Revenues $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Appropriations $0 $0 : $0 $0 $0 $0

County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: /dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political
subdivision.

2011-2013 Biennium 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
Counties $0 $0 $0
Cities $0 $0 $0
School Districts $0 $0 $0
Townships $0 $0 $0

Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

This bill relates to political party reorganization, primary election ballot access, and eligibility for political parties.

Fiscal impact sections: /dentify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

Although the ballot access portion of the bill may result in cost savings to counties, it is impossible to determine.

3. State fiscal effect detail: Forinformation shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund

C.

affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.
None

Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

None

Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether
the appropriation is also included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing appropriation.

None
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13.8257.01003 Adopted by the Government and Veterans
Title.02000 Affairs Committee
February 21, 2013

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2369

Page 1, line 1, remove "to create and enact chapter 16.1-03.1 of the North Dakota Century
Code,"

Page 1, line 2, remove "relating to political party committee organizations;"
Page 1, line 4, remove "; and to"

Page 1, remove lines 5

Page 1, line 6, remove "committee organization"

Page 1, remove lines 8 through 23

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 15

Page 7, remove line 17

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 1



Roll Call Vote #: [

2013 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE
ROLL CALL VOTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO.

Senate Government and Veterans Affairs

[ ] Check here for Conference Committee

“Legislative Council Amendment Number -

Committee

Action Taken: [ ] Do Pass [] Do NotPass [] Amended gAdopt Amendment

[ ] Rereferto

[ ] Reconsider

Motion Made

Senators

By

Yes No Senator

Yes

No

Chariman Dick Dever

Senator Nelson

Vice Chairman

Senator Richard Marcellais

Senator Dwight Cook

Senator Donald Schaible

Senator Nicole Poolman

Total

Absent

Floor Assignment

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:
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Roll Call Vote #: o

2013 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE
ROLL CALL VOTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO.

Senate  Government and Veterans Affairs Committee

[ ] Check here for Conference Committee

“Legislative Council Amendment Number K 57%)7 D/JDB

Action Taken: JﬁDO Pass [ ] Do Not Pass ECAmended (] Adopt Amendment

o

[ ] Rereferto [ ] Reconsider
) | 1 / ‘
Motion Made By _ econded
Senators Yes No Senator No
Chariman Dick Dever e Senator Nelson

"Vice Chairman v Senator Richard Marcellais

Senator Dwight Cook v
Senator Donald Schaible
Senator Nicole Poolman

Total (Yes)

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: s_stcomrep_34_014
February 22, 2013 10:48am Carrier: Schaible
Insert LC: 13.8257.01003 Title: 02000

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2369: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Sen.Dever, Chairman)
recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends
DO PASS (5 YEAS, 2 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2369 was placed
on the Sixth order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 1, remove "to create and enact chapter 16.1-03.1 of the North Dakota Century
Code,"

Page 1, line 2, remove "relating to political party committee organizations;"
Page 1, line 4, remove "; and to"

Page 1, remove lines 5

Page 1, line 6, remove "committee organization”

Page 1, remove lines 8 through 23

Page 2, remove lines 1 through 15

Page 7, remove line 17

Renumber accordingly

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 s_stcomrep_34_014
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[ ] Conference Committee

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution:

A BILL relating to primary election ballot access and eligibility for minor political parties.

Minutes: achment #1, 2, 3, and 4

Chairman Jim Kasper opened the hearing on SB 2369.

00:04 Senator Dever appeared as sponsor of the bill and reviewed what happened in the
Senate. Delete entire section 16. Decided organizations that should take place in the next
two years.

03:57 Jim Silrum, Deputy Secretary of State, appeared in support. Attachments 1
through 4 (ballot samples). He went over the ballot samples. Objective is to have the
ballots fit on one piece of ballot stock.

21:19 Representative Paur: On the Constitution party when you shrink that, you are not
allowing someone to write in a candidate for insurance commissioner is there?

Jim Silrum: That is correct. The Constitution party would not be able to identify a candidate
for those offices through the write-in process only.

22:36 Representative Paur: There are write-in campaigns. This would eliminate that
possibility.

Jim Silrum: There are write-in campaigns that will still be legitimized and still be available
for the Republicans and Democratic parties. Not permissible for the other political parties
(Minor) that were not previously recognized in ND.

23:58 Representative Paur: California removed a requirement of voting for only one party.
Do you have any idea how that played out?

Jim Silrum: | do not know how it worked in California. | do know of a similar situation in
Washington State where they now have the top two.
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25:48 Representative Louser: In California there was two of the same party running
against each other.

26:24 Representative Strinden: If we allow minor parties to do their write-ins, if we didn't
change that, would the rest of bill stand without that change?

26:53 Jim Silrum: Absolutely not. Changing instructions wouldn't improve where write-in
campaigns are run in Democratic and Republican parties.

29:07 Chairman Kasper: Is it proper knowledge that the first name is running for
governor? Is that the way it works under state law?

29:52 Jim Silrum: It is. Those should have included two names for the office of Governor
and Lieutenant Governor.

31:43 Chairman Kasper: How do we know Shelly is running for Governor or Lieutenant
Governor?

Jim Silrum: | should have put a second designator on there. In every contest the first
candidate listed is the Governor candidate and the second one is Lieutenant Governor.

32:19 Chairman Kasper: Is there a GOV behind the name for Governor and LT GOV
behind the name for Lieutenant Governor or just assume by the order that's the way it is?

32:30 Jim Silrum: By the order it is determined who it is and there is not a designator that
says what office they are running for.

32:53 Chairman Kasper: Your goal is to simplify voting process or save paper?

Jim Silrum: First simplify voting process. Second to improve election administration and
save costs.

33:27 Chairman Kasper: Is this the actual size of the ballot?
Jim Silrum: Actual size would be 11x17.

34:16 Robert Harms, Treasurer, Republican Party. appeared in support. Removing the
political parties out of the code. Mandate was part of the issue. Private entity essentially
being dictated by state law what its internal rules should be was another issue. Precinct
caucus to only elect precinct committee members get to vote. We do think Statute 16.103
requires additional attention.

40:10 Representative Karls: We follow this in our District 35. | was not aware that every
district did this.

Robert Harms: That is the status across the state. It needs to be clarified. Had district
meeting, broke up in precincts, many people were expecting to vote for the district chair but
not eligible to vote, only the precinct committee could vote.
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42:05 Representative Karls: It's true for people who came for the very first time. | feel we
should have this system in place for the districts who want it. Has this been in place since
statehood?

42:41 Robert Harms: Put into law in the 1970s.

43:07 Representative Mooney: Do you have examples of rural areas that are having
difficulties with this?

Robert Harms: | defer to our chairman.

43:54 Representative Paur: In District 19 we had 11 precincts, now down to 3. Walsh
County has one.

44:34 Chairman Kasper: What this legislative body has done has given more power to the
county auditors to determine where our precinct lines are and how many we will have in
each district. You spent a large amount of time talking about what's not in the bill. What you
were talking about is not in the bill correct?

46:24 Robert Harms: Still allow some structure in the law in terms of identifying political
party.

47:44 Chairman Kasper: Talked in favor where were they at?

Robert Harms: They were ok with taking the political parties out of the codes. Will take out
all the other mandates that the code provided.

48:36 Chairman Kasper: Did you offer amendments in the Senate side if 16.103 was
repealed? What it would look like that was presented to the Senate committee?

48:45 Robert Harms: No, wasn't necessary. The bill contained a new chapter that would
be 16.1-03.1. It allows them to qualify 5% of the last election petitioning process or filing
bylaws.

49:33 Chairman Kasper: How would a district if you repealed the district structure, how
would they organize in the bylaws?

50:18 Robert Harms: Draft their own bylaws.

50:52 Chairman Kasper: What is your definition of them? They would draft their own
bylaws? Are you saying a state committee would do that? How would they be elected?

51:09 Robert Harms: democratic and Republican parties are already organized.
51:35 Chairman Kasper: Districts will organize according to the state law and anything

that is not in conflict with the state party bylaws, and their own district bylaws. Is that how
you understand it?
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51:54 Robert Harms: Don't remember precisely. Going through process this spring and
updating bylaws for the Republican Party.

52:33 Chairman Kasper: So there is a top down approach.

Robert Harms: | would disagree. The power is built from the bottom up not from the top
down.

53:47 Chairman Kasper: | agree something needs to be done to clarify what the power is.
| do not agree the state party should not be involved in the political party organization.

55:07 Robert Harms: Leadership had no objections to this bill. If the legislature should
dictate to private organizations how their structures should be organized, this is the issue.

56:31 Chairman Kasper: We have our hands in many areas.

57:00 Representative Paur: Could you give a brief overview why that section was taken
out in the Senate. Do you have any feeling for what the purpose is there?

Robert Harms: They felt the citizens of North Dakota should have some signal from the
legislature as to how to participate in the political process.

57:52 Chairman Kasper: | have been working on amendments for SB 2369 for about two
and a half weeks. Not sure if | am going to introduce them but would like some eyes on
them. Protecting the integrity, authority and power at the district level but clarifying the
authority of the state party as well.

59:13 Al Jaeger, Secretary of State: appeared in support. Encourage to give us what we
need.

Chairman Kasper: We will get you out of some areas that you don’t want to be in.

1:00:19 Al Jaeger: There are things that the Secretary of State and County Auditors are
involved in that don't wish to be involved in. Our concern is with what you have now, we
really need to have that.

1:00:54 Chairman Kasper: Will talk with Senator Dever.

The hearing was closed.
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Relating to primary election ballot access and eligibility for minor political parties.

Minutes: Attachment 182

Chairman Jim Kasper opened the session on SB 2369. Attachment 1-2 was handed out.
This is the 10" amended version. It is not as complicated as it looks. It is amending
current state law to clean up some areas that have been outdated for many years and to
clarify the distinction between the state parties, new parties that wish to organize in North
Dakota and how districts organize in our state. | have been working with Secretary of State
Jaeger, John Bjornson, Rep. Boehning, Senator Dever, and Jim Silrum on these
amendments.

John Bjornson, Legislative Council, appeared to go over the proposed amendments in
detail. Attachment 1-2. (1:24-5:02)

Chairman Jim Kasper Let's see if you have any questions going through each section.
John Bjornson (5:14-5:46)

Rep. Steven Zaiser (5:50) We talk about the party. Should we be talking about a party?
Aren't we also making this open to other parties?

John Bjornson It is open to any party that wants to organize.

Chairman Jim Kasper The plural is a political organization on Line 13 and went from that
point where we are now referring to the specifics but it is part of a which is the plural.

Rep. Steven Zaiser Does it imply that we do have multiple opportunities when we are
referring back to...

Chairman Jim Kasper We do.

John Bjornson We always try to use singular in the code, but singular also means plural.
(Continued 8:00-16:07) *The audio from Mr. Bjornson was poor until about 13:00.
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Rep. Ben Koppelman There might be two or three precincts and they don't hold those all
separate. They just come together and have one district meeting. Is this language now
saying that if you wanted to do that and at your main district meeting each precinct those
numbers could vote on their one committee member from the precinct and you could
otherwise do all your business as a district rather than individual precincts and then have
__electors to your district?

John Bjornson As | understand under the current law and under this, you can have your
precinct caucuses and your district committee all at one time in one place, or you can have
them at different times, different places. The law states the district committee has to be
within 15 days of precinct caucus. It is up to the party how they want to do it.

Rep. Ben Koppelman | will use my district for example. We had three precincts. The
three precincts would meet and elect their respective representatives from the precinct.
Those representatives would come together and vote on all the district business. Some
districts have gone to where the individual precincts at the big meeting would only meet to
elect their representatives for the purpose of serving on the board of the district. When it
came to adopting the bylaws and electing the district chairman and all those elections,
everybody at large that was an elector in the district, regardless of precinct, got to cast a
vote. Are either one of those allowed under this language?

John Bjornson Yes. The law is not changing any of that. This proposed amendment
would provide additional flexibility through your bylaws to decide how you are going to run
your business at the local level. The question came up when working through this what if
you are new. This says you get one precinct committee man per precinct in that case.
That fills the hole that might have been in the law before. (20:58-21:55)

Rep. Karen Karls My county auditor expressed to me that he liked having the names of
those precinct committee men so if he is having trouble finding judges and clerks, he can
call them and see if there is anyone they know in their area. That may have been the
reason this was instituted and maybe it is not used by other county auditors.

John Bjornson There is nothing that says that the county auditor can't ask them or that
they still can't send them to the county auditor, but this would remove the requirement.

Chairman Jim Kasper Also, the district chairman could be called and ask for those names
and addresses. It has been a desire for many years by the auditors and the Secretary of
State's office that they should not be involved in what the parties do. It is the party's
responsibility to do what we do and they don't want to be interfering or be required to do
certain things. This bill takes both entities out of the law except for a couple of areas of
required notification to the Secretary of State.

John Bjornson (23:26-29:34)

Chairman Jim Kasper Subject to the party rules and bylaws, the state party convention--
that is sort of a key addition. We are making it clear that the state party rules and bylaws
are going to determine what happens at the state convention, and they have total authority
to do that under the amendments.
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John Bjornson That is correct. (29:53-30:36)
Rep. Gary Paur Why did we change from shall to may in 5, 6, 7?

John Bjornson Rather state law dictating every detail of what you should do at your
convention, | think the desire was to say your rules, your bylaws of the state party will
decide what you do at your convention.

Rep. Gary Paur You are giving them the option of not providing for presidential electors,
etc.?

Chairman Jim Kasper That is true. They may not wish to do so. There might be a new
party starting and they may not wish to do so.

John Bjornson In general, | would think most would want to do that.

Al Jaeger, Secretary of State, seated in the back added a comment. We don't care how
they are selected. We just know when we have to have the papers filed for that office.

John Bjornson (32:03-36:08)

Chairman Jim Kasper Our district size average is a little over 14,300 people. There are
some county commissioners out there who have established one precinct in the entire
district. You have one huge glob of 14,300 people with one precinct. How are we, either
one of us as parties, able to identify where our voting base is when our whole district is one
precinct? The idea here is to say we have to have a number of precincts in each district so
we can determine where our voting strength and weaknesses. In my district we were down
to two precincts and we prevailed on the county auditor through the county commissioner
to add one more precinct. That still is only three precincts for 14,300.

Rep. Steven Zaiser | concur with your thoughts. One of the concerns | have, though, in
Cass County Mr. Montplaisir is having a hard time getting people to work at the elections.
If we have more precincts, then we are going to have more election sites.

Chairman Jim Kasper This does not require anything about the voting locations. This is
simply how we count the vote. We could still have one voting location for three or four
precincts. They could be combined.

Rep. Gail Mooney In Traill County there is only community that has precincts and that is
Mayville. It has three or four precincts. Does that mean then our auditor or somebody has
to go about the business of establishing precincts throughout the county?

Chairman Jim Kasper Correct. Under this amendment no precinct can have more than
2,500 people, so if the city of Mayville had 3,000 people, you have 11,000 people in the
other area of the district. You are going to have to divide that by 2,500, so you are going to
have four more precincts.
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Rep. Gail Mooney That doesn't mean we have to change our voting procedures as far as
the county is concerned, so monetarily we are not stuck with more voting places and that
type of thing.

Chairman Jim Kasper Correct, so we can identify where our voters are. It helps both
parties.

Rep. Karen Karls My district has five or six precincts and five or six election boards. How
does that work in an urban district where there is one or two precincts? Do they now have
to hire five or six election boards?

Chairman Jim Kasper This has nothing to do with the voting or the voting locations. You
can continue to vote exactly the way you are right now, but when people vote, you are
going to identify that they are located in this area and this area by precinct. We will get a
better count of where the votes are tallied in the locations that they were voted on.

Vice Chair Randy Boehning This is similar to early voting like in Fargo, where we go to
one of the hotels and tell them where you live, get your ballot, and go vote, so you don't
have to have another board.

Chairman Jim Kasper That is correct.

Rep. Jason Dockter Our new district, District 7, and we put in out bylaws that we have six
precincts. It really does help to know where you vote.

Chairman Jim Kasper John, do you still have the breakdown of the map so if an auditor
wishes to see how many people live in what location, that mapping is available?

John Bjornson Yes, we do. In redistricting we get population data from the census bureau
broken down to what they call the block level. The block level could be a city block and in
some areas it is a sliver of the off ramp on the interstate. Leading up to the census, our
office participated in what they called Phase 2 of the census redistricting project. What we
did is we worked with the Secretary of State to get information from county auditors to map
the existing precincts. They are doing what they call the American Community Survey that
can provide auditors information.

Chairman Jim Kasper The census data is based on the last census so we don't have to
be concerned with population changes, because we have no way of knowing population
changes, and we have to organize the districts based on the census anyway. That also
makes it simpler as far as how the precinct lines would be drawn.

John Bjornson Exactly. (43:56-44:33)

Rep. Steven Zaiser Section 12, where if there is a write in ballot, you are required to fill in
the oval.

John Bjornson That is part of the original bill. | just deal with the amendments.
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Chairman Jim Kasper The effort in these amendments is to simplify and to give the
parties more strength and power in their separate area at the state committee level and the
district level.

Al Jaeger, Secretary of State, appeared. Wherever the color stops on the pages of the
handout, would have been the information that we testified in front of this committee before.
Those pages deal with election administration. Because of goals beyond something that
happens in the state but actually on the presidential election level, we were forced to put a
4™ column on the ballot in the June election for the Constitution Party. There wasn't one
candidate at all listed in there. The whole reason for that column was so that they could
have their presidential candidate so identified. That one empty column created enormous
challenges for the preparation of the ballot and, in some cases, forced counties to go to a
two page ballot. Ballot stock is very expensive. The amendment doesn't change existing
law in terms of political party organization. It takes the state and the county auditors out of
the business completely. This is taking out what we felt was state law dictating to political
parties what to do. Back to Rep. Zaiser's earlier question, this applies equally to everyone.
Under this law they are all the same. We encourage the first part that was changed.
Answering your question, Rep. Koppelman, there is a framework here but basically it is
your bylaws and how you do things and it takes the state out of everything completely.

Rep. Bill Amerman A lot of this depends on the bylaws that each party brings forward. If
there is a conflict in the bylaws, does it go to a court system? Do you get copies of the
bylaws?

Al Jaeger The original bill you received had language in that the bylaws would be filed with
our office. This takes this out completely. That is an internal political party challenge. If
that doesn't resolve, it is a civil matter.

Rep. Vernon Laning Do we need an effective date?
Al Jaeger August 1.

Rep. Karen Karls It would behoove each district, each party to have bylaws, to update
them, and to make sure there are copies of them out there.

Al Jaeger | would agree. Your county auditor, Kevin, knows who to call if he doesn't know
the precinct people, and that person should know. | don't know what precinct | live in, but |
do know when | give them my ID and they pull up my record, it shows the precinct.

Rep. Steven Zaiser We recently killed a bill that talked about write in ballots because we
thought it was going to be too awkward. My concern is that having to fill that oval in puts an
undue pressure on the people voting for that person.

Al Jaeger There are basically 300,000 ballots being run through a scanner, and the only
way the scanner can detect whether there is a write in vote is if there is something there.
The only way it would ever come up is if there was a recount. Then ballots would probably
be looked at individually and then they would have to determine voter intent. If you wanted
it counted, you need to fill in the oval.
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Rep. Steven Zaiser The point is...

Chairman Jim Kasper Having served on an election board, the fact that someone writes a
name in without putting a mark in the oval, and there are other names there without a mark
in the oval, the election judge has no way of knowing the intent of the person unless there
is @ mark in the oval.

Rep. Steven Zaiser We talked about these small communities where somebody would at
the last minute potentially be precluded from having a write in name on their ballot.

Chairman Jim Kasper This does not pertain to that.

Rep. Steven Zaiser The point is that would have to be manually counted.

Chairman Jim Kasper This does not pertain to that. It just says if you want the election
judges to count the ballot if you write in a candidate, you have to darken the oval.
Otherwise, it won't be counted.

Al Jaeger | believe there are instructions on the ballot about darkening the oval.

Rep. Gail Mooney We have districts that are predefined for each of our five
commissioners. Could a person use each of those districts as the precinct boundary lines
type of thing?

Al Jaeger | would suspect that you can. Doesn't your district cross the county line?

Rep. Gail Mooney It does.

Al Jaeger This is just within the county. Traill County can't tell Cass County what they
need to do.

Rep. Gail Mooney Each county would just formulate based on what makes sense to them
then.

Chairman Jim Kasper Correct.

Rep. Gary Paur If you have a voting precinct covering three townships and you have this
2,500 designation that is met in two townships, can you call them both precincts?

Al Jaeger Keep in mind you are not necessarily going to be voting in each precinct. You
are going to have a ballot identified with that precinct. The 2,500 is purely a number thing.

Rep. Gary Paur | realize that, but we are calling that a precinct and then we also have
voting precincts.

Al Jaeger They are one and the same. You have a precinct. Our equipment can take
ballots for 15-20 precincts in one scanner. You can have one voting location for multiple
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precincts. The precinct identifies where the people live. It doesn't identify where the voting
takes place.

Rep. Gary Paur | realize all that, but the terminology is the same.

Al Jaeger No, we use polling locations to identify.

Rep. Ben Koppelman moved to adopt the amendments.

Rep. Jason Dockter seconded.

A voice vote was taken. Motion carries.

Rep. Karen Karls moved a Do pass as amended.

Vice Chair Randy Boehning seconded.

Chairman Jim Kasper The intent of my efforts on these amendments are to clarify state
law, to make it simpler for all parties to function, and to delineate the duties of the state
party and the district organization so that we don't have, at least in the republican side of
things, a fight inside that is not really conducive to any of our goals. | am sure our friends in
the democrat party would agree.

Rep. Bill Amerman We don't mind if you guys fight.

A roll call vote was taken and resulted in DO PASS AS AMENDED, 12-1, 1 ABSENT.
Chairman Jim Kasper is the carrier.

Rep. Jason Dockter Thank you for your hard work, and | like the local control for each
district.

Vice Chair Randy Boehning When | started in party politics back in the mid 80s, | was in
Rep. Amerman's District 27, which is half of Richland and Ransom County. We had 30
plus precincts, because each township was a precinct. We started consolidating. You
should have heard the uproar. It is now bringing back a little more local control here.



FISCAL NOTE
Requested by Legislative Council
01/28/2013

Amendment to: SB 2369

1 A. State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding

levels and d under current law.
2011-2013 Biennium 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds
Revenues $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Appropriations $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: /dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political

subdivision.

2011-2013 Biennium 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
Counties $0 $0 $0
Cities $0 $0 $0
School Districts $0 $0 $0
Townships $0 $0 $0

2 A. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

This bill relates to political party reorganization, primary election ballot access, and eligibility for political parties.

B. Fiscal impact sections: /dentify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

Although the ballot access portion of the bill may result in cost savings to counties, it is impossible to determine.
3. State fiscal effect detail: Forinformation shown under state fiscal effectin 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

None

B. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

None

C. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, foreach agency and fund
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether
the appropriation is also included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing appropriation.

None
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1 A

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: /dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political

State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding
levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2011-2013 Biennium 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds
Revenues $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Appropriations $0 $0 : $0 $0 $0 $0

subdivision.

2011-2013 Biennium 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
Counties $0 $0 $0
Cities $0 $0 $0
School Districts $0 $0 $0
Townships $0 $0 $0

Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

This bill relates to political party reorganization, primary election ballot access, and eligibility for political parties.

Fiscal impact sections: /dentify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

Although the ballot access portion of the bill may result in cost savings to counties, it is impossible to determine.

3. State fiscal effect detail: Forinformation shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund

C.

affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.
None

Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

None

Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether
the appropriation is also included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing appropriation.

None
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO REENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2369

Page 1, line 1, after "to" insert "create and enact a new section to chapter 16.1-03 of the North
Dakota Century Code, relating to political party organization; to"

Page 1, line 1, after "sections" insert "16.1-03-01, 16.1-03-02, 16.1-03-03, 16.1-03-05,
16.1-03-07, 16.1-03-08, 16.1-03-11, 16.1-03-14, 16.1-03-17, 16.1-04-01"

Page 1, line 2, after "to" insert "political party organization, voting precincts, and"
Page 1, line 2, remove "and"

Page 1, line 3, replace "eligibility for minor political parties" with "; and to repeal sections
16.1-03-12 and 16.1-03-19 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to political party
organization"

Page 1, after line 4, insert:

"SECTION 1. Anew section to chapter 16.1-03 of the North Dakota Century Code
is created and enacted as follows:

allowed to nominate statewide and - - candidates.

A not endorse candidates or have candidates
for vice statewide or office as set forth
in unless the

|_x

to all - of this -

™

Had on the ballot at the last - election the names
of a set of electors to the election of the
candidate for and vice a candidate for a
candidate for or a candidate for of state and
those candidates for or

of state received at least five of the total vote cast for

the office of or -
of state within this state at that election and to all
of this or

|0

Filed a with the of state the number of electors

under section 16.1-11-30 to to endorse candidates or to
have candidates to be included on the election ballot in a
consolidated column or on a election ballot.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-01 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
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16.1-03-01. Precinct caucus to elect precinct committeemen - Time and
manner of holding - Caucus call - Notice.

1.

s

Each - - district shall - - in conformance with the state
district boundaries as established  the -
and as set forth under 54-03.

On or before May fifteenth following the last preceding general election, a
party caucus must be held by every election precinct at a site within or
reasonably close to the precinct in the manner provided in sections
16.1-03-01 through 16.1-03-03.

The legislative district chairman of each party shall - the

date and time for the precinct caucus - -
- - If there is not a district chairman in a

the state executive committee issue the call

for the caucus. The call must contain the following:
a. Name of party.
b. - district and number or name.

Date of caucus.

o o

Place of caucus.
e. Hours of caucus.

f. A statement of the business to be conducted, including the election of
precinct committeemen and such other as may be
provided by state law and district party

g. The name of the district chairman - if there is not a district
the member of the state executive committee issuing the call.

The district chairman  if there is not a district the state
executive committee shall provide ten days' published notice in the official
newspaper in circulation within each precinct in the district. The notices
must contain that information set forth in subsection 23. The district

- - information required by this section for all
precincts in the district * be included in one notice for publishing
purposes.

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-02 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-02. Who may participate in and vote at caucus.

1.

Only those who are qualified electors
section 16.1-01-04 may vote or be elected as committeemen or officers at
the precinct caucus.

Only those -who either voted or affiliated with the party
at the last general election or intend to affiliate with the party and
vote with the _ at the next - may vote at the precinct
caucus.
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In case the right of & individual to participate at the caucus is
challenged, the question of the | right to participate must
be decided by a vote of the whole caucus. A * individual so
challenged may not vote on the question of the right to
participate in the caucus, and a two-thirds vote of the whole caucus is
required to exclude a- -individual from participation.

individual may not vote or participate at more than one
precinct caucus in any one year.

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-03 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-03. - - - Political parties entitled to
elect committeemen.

ill

|0

NeA political organization is entitled to elect a precinct committeeman at its
precinct caucus urlessif:

a. The organization nominated and had printed on the ballot atthe last
preceding general election the names of a set of presidential electors
pledged to the election of the party's candidates for president and vice
president or a candidate for governor, attorney general, or secretary of
state; and

b. The candidates provided for in subdivision a received at least five
percent of the total vote cast for presidential electors or for governor,
attorney general, or secretary of state within this state at that election.

Each political party in each voting precinct of this state, otherwise
qualifying under subsection 21, is entitled to elect one precinct
committeeman for each two hundred fifty votes, or of a fraction
thereof, cast for the party's presidential electors, governor, attorney
general, or secretary of state in the precinct in the last general election.
Each precinct is entitled to at least one precinct committeeman for each
party which qualifies under subsection 21. Each precinct committeeman
must be an elector of the precinct in which the committeeman resides and
must be elected for a two-year term.

If a v - desires to - - under this - but has not
as in subsection 1, the elect one
committeeman for each in_the district.

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-05 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-05. Vacancies in office of precinct committeeman - Filling.

A vacancy in the office of precinct committeeman, which occurs after the
organization of the district committee, ___ be filled by appointment from the
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precinct by the district executive committee of the party.-

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-07 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-07. Meeting of district committee - Organization.

.

2

23

In every odd-numbered year, the district committee of each party shall
meet within fifteen days after the precinct caucus provided for in section
16.1-03-01. The day, hour, and site must be set by the existing district
committee chairman. incumbent members of the -

the precinct committeemen of a party, selected as prowded by
this chapter, withand any other provided for by the
district committee's bylaws
constitute the district committee of the party. The district commlttee of a
party must be organized to coincide with the geographical boundary lines
of state legislative districts. Each member of any committee provuded forin
this chapter must be a qualified - -

The
a’T - 8 5
committeemen and the incumbent members of the
from the district shall select the officers of the
dlstrlct committee. The officers as . thedistrict
L .need not be precinct committeemen; however, all the

officers must be voting members of the district committee. The district
committee shall forward to the state committee the name and contact
information of the district committee chairman.

& - - district committee - an executive committee

committeeconsistent with the of the district committee. That
party's nominees for and members of the |legislative assembly may
- serve as members of the executive committee.

If the office of chairman becomes vacant, the

be filled as _ the district

The- - of the state committee or state - not include - _
directives or for the method of the
of district committees nor the state committee or state
take action or district

which is not consistent with this
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SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-08 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-08. State committee - Membership.

The state committee of each party consists of the chairman of each of the
district committees of the party and any pefsenindividual provided for in the bylaws of
the state committee.

SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-11 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-11. State committee - Meetings - Organization

The state committee shall meet on or before July first of each odd-numbered
year. The committee shall organize by selecting
PR T TR as -for- the state committee * and by adopting
rules and modes of rules and the selection
of state convention

- - - - - Within thirty days
following the state committee's organization, the newly elected chairman shall notify
the secretary of state of the names of the party officers selected.-

SECTION 9. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-14 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-14. - - - s : party
convention.
1. The -
- - party state committee shall set the
and time of the state convention to be held in each L
election
to rules and the state convention
4+ a. Nominate the legal number of electors for its party

for the offices of presidential electors.

Z- b. Elect the required number of delegates and alternates to the national

party convention
rHes,

Page No. 5 13.8257.03010



c. Endorse candidates as » under subsection 2.

™

The candidate or candidates for endorsement or election must be declared
endorsed or elected : the rules of the party- and
the chairman and secretary of the convention shall issue certificates of
endorsement as provided in section 16.1-11-06 or certificates of election.
The names of the * electors nominated for presidential
electors- - - the party wishes to
place on the general electlon ballot must be certified by the chairman and
secretary of the convention to the secretary of state by four p.m. on the
sixtieth day before the general election to be placed upon the general
election ballot as provided in section 16.1-06-07.1.

SECTION 10. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-17 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-17. Political party reorganization after

If _, of the legislative assembly becomes effective after

the organization of political partles as prowded in this chapter and before the primary or
the general election, the -

Fhe political parties, in the newly established precincts and districts, shall then
proceed to reorganlze as closely as possible in conformance with this chapter ard+r

. - assure
with electlon deadlines.

SECTION 11. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-04-01 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-04-01. Precincts - Duties and responsibilities of the board of county
commissioners or the governing body of the city.

1. The board of county commissioners of each county:
4+ a. Shall divide the county into precincts and establish the precinct

boundaries, except that within the boundaries of any incorporated city,
the governing body of the city shall divide the city into precincts and
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establish their boundaries pursuant to title 40. Any number of
townships or parts of townships may be joined into a single precinct
provided that no precinct may encompass more than one legislative
district.

2- b. May alter the number and size of precincts within the county by
combining or dividing precincts. However, the governing body of any
incorporated city has the authority to alter the number and size of
precincts located within its boundaries. The board of county
commissioners may relinquish the jurisdiction provided under

~4subdivision a over all or any portion of a township or
townships under its jurisdiction to a city for the purpose of establishing
a voting precinct if a majority of the governing body of the city agrees
to assume such jurisdiction. The governing body of a city, by majority
vote, may return jurisdiction granted herein to the county and the
county shall accept that jurisdiction.

2. No - have a of more than two thousand five
as determined  the last federal decennial census."

Page 6, after line 10, insert:

"SECTION 16. REPEAL. Sections 16.1-03-12 and 16.1-03-19 of the North
Dakota Century Code are repealed."

Renumber accordingly

Page No. 7 13.8257.03010



Date: .
Roll Call Vote # ____

2013 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE
ROLL CALL e
BILL/RESOLUTION NO. _

House  Government and Veterans Affairs Committee

[] Check here for Conference Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken: [ ] Do Pass [ ] Do NotPass [ ] Amended %Adopt Amendment

[] Rerefer to Appropriations [ ] Reconsider

Motion Made By __ Seconded By
Representatives Yes No Representatives Yes | No
Chairman Jim Kasper Rep. Bill Amerman
Vice Chairman Gail
Jason Dockter Marie Strinden
Rep. Karen Karls Rep. Steven
Ben
Vernon
Rep. Scott Louser
Paur
Karen Rohr
Rep. Steiner
Total (Yes) No
Absent

Floor Assignment

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:



Date: 51>
Roll Call Vote #: 2

2013 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE
ROLL CALL VOTES .
BILL/RESOLUTION il &?

House Government and Veterans Affairs Committee

[ ] Check here for Conference Committee

Legislative Council Amendment Number

Action Taken: ] Do Pass [] Do Not Pass é Amended [ ] Adopt Amendment

[] Rerefer to Appropriations [ ] Reconsid

Motion Made By 2 ﬁ/b& Seconded By

Representatives Yes | No Representatives Yes No
Chairman Jim Kasper Rep. Bill Amerman X
Vice Chairman Gail

Jason Dockter Marie Strinden
Rep. Karen Karls Rep. Steven Zaiser
Ben
Vernon
Rep. Scott Louser b
Paur
Karen Rohr A
Steiner

Total (Yes) / a\ No ,

Absent

Floor Assignment

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent:



Com Standing Committee Report Module ID: h_stcomrep_62_002
April 8, 2013 8:41am Carrier: Kasper
Insert LC: 13.8257.03010 Title: 04000

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE
SB 2369, as reengrossed: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Rep. Kasper,
Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended,
recommends DO PASS (12 YEAS, 1 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING).
Reengrossed SB 2369 was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar.

Page 1, line 1, after "to" insert "create and enact a new section to chapter 16.1-03 of the
North Dakota Century Code, relating to political party organization; to"

Page 1, line 1, after "sections" insert "16.1-03-01, 16.1-03-02, 16.1-03-03, 16.1-03-05,
16.1-03-07, 16.1-03-08, 16.1-03-11, 16.1-03-14, 16.1-03-17, 16.1-04-01,"

Page 1, line 2, after "to" insert "political party organization, voting precincts, and"

Page 1, line 2, remove "and"

Page 1, line 3, replace "eligibility for minor political parties" with "; and to repeal sections
16.1-03-12 and 16.1-03-19 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to political
party organization"

Page 1, afterline 4, insert:

"SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 16.1-03 of the North Dakota Century
Code is created and enacted as follows:

< - allowed to nominate statewide and -
candidates.

A ! not endorse candidates or have candidates
for vice statewide or office
as set forth in unless the
1 - . to all - of this -
2. Had - on the ballot at the last - election the names
of a set of electors to the election of the
candidate for and vice a candidate for a
candidate for or a candidate for of state and
those candidates for or
of state received at least five of the total vote cast for
the office of or i
of state within this state at that election and to all
of this or
3. Fileda with the of state the number of
electors under section 16.1-11-30 to to endorse
candidates or to have candidates to be included on the 5
election ballot in a consolidated column or on a election ballot.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-01 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-01. Precinct caucus to elect precinct committeemen - Time and
manner of holding - Caucus call - Notice.

1. Each- - district shall - - in conformance with the state
district boundaries as established  the
and as set forth under 54-03.
2. On or before May fifteenth following the last preceding general election, a

party caucus must be held by every election precinct at a site within or

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_62_002
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reasonably close to the precinct in the manner provided in sections
16.1-03-01 through 16.1-03-03.

The legislative district chairman of each party shall - the
date and time for the precinct caucus
e B i - If there is not a district chairman in a

the state executive committee issue the call
for the caucus. The call must contain the following:

a. Nameof party.

b. : district and ‘number or name.
c. Date of caucus.

d. Place of caucus.

e. Hours of caucus.

f. A statement of the business to be conducted, including the election
of precinct committeemen and such other | as may
be provided by state law and district party

g. The name of the district chairman - if there is not a district
the member of the state executive committee issuing
the call.

The district chairman  if there is not a district the state
executive committee shall provide ten days' published notice in the
official newspaper in circulation within each precinct in the district. The
notices must contain that information set forth in subsection 23. The

- information required by this section for
all precincts in the district be included in one notice for publishing
purposes.

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-02 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-02. Who may participate in and vote at caucus.

1.

Only those who are qualified electors pursuant
tounder section 16.1-01-04 may vote or be elected as committeemen or
officers at the precinct caucus.

Only those who either voted or affiliated with the party
at the last general election or intend to - affiliate with the party and
vote with the - at the next election may vote at the precinct
caucus.

In case the right of i individual to participate at the caucus is
challenged, the question of the right to participate
must be decided by a vote of the whole caucus. individual so
challenged may not vote on the question of the . right
to participate in the caucus, and a two-thirds vote of the whole caucus is
required to exclude &+ individual from participation.

- individual may not vote or participate at more than one
precinct caucus in any one year.

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-03 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 2 h_stcomrep_62_002
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16.1-03-03. —Political parties entitled to
elect committeemen.

1.

2-  NeA political organization is entitled to elect a precinct committeeman at
its precinct caucus unlessif;

a. The organization nominated and had printed on the ballot at the last
preceding general election the names of a set of presidential electors
pledged to the election of the party's candidates for president and
vice president or a candidate for governor, attorney general, or
secretary of state; and

b. The candidates provided for in subdivision a received at least five
percent of the total vote cast for presidential electors or for governor,
attorney general, or secretary of state within this state at that
election.

3-2. Each political party in each voting precinct of this state, otherwise
qualifying under subsection 21, is entitled to elect one precinct
committeeman for each two hundred fifty votes, or of a fraction
thereof, cast for the party's presidential electors, governor, attorney
general, or secretary of state in the precinct in the last general election.
Each precinct is entitled to at least one precinct committeeman for each
party which qualifies under subsection 21. Each precinct committeeman
must be an elector of the precinct in which the committeeman resides
and must be elected for a two-year term.

3. Ifa L - desires to - - under this but has
not as in subsection 1, the elect one
committeeman for each in the district.

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-05 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-05. Vacancies in office of precinct committeeman - Filling.

A vacancy in the office of precinct committeeman, which occurs after the
organization of the district committee, be filled by appointment from the
precinct by the district executive committee of the party.

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-07 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-07. Meeting of district committee - Organization.

1. In every odd-numbered year, the district committee of each party shall
meet within fifteen days after the precinct caucus provided for in section
16.1-03-01. The day, hour, and site must be set by the existing district
committee chairman. incumbent members of the

the precinct committeemen of a party, selected as provided by
this chapter, withand any other pe&sensindividual provided for by the
district committee's bylaws
constitute the district committee of the party. The district committee of a
party must be organized to coincide with the geographical boundary lines
of state legislative districts. Each member of any committee provided for

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 3 h_stcomrep_62_002
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in this chapter must be a qualified elector

member -
2. The
a- . -
committeemen and the incumbent members of
the from the district shall select the officers of
the district committee. The officers as the
district ,need not be precinct committeemen; however,

all the officers must be voting members of the district committee. The
district committee shall forward to the state committee the name and
contact information of the district committee chairman.

&
d - district committee - - an executive committee
- the
2 U e o tm with the of the district
committee. That party's nominees for and members of the legislative
assembly ey serve as members of the executive
committee.
2-3.  If the office of chairman becomes vacant, the
be filled as the district
4. The- of the state committee or state g notinclude  _
directives or for the method of the
of district committees nor the state committee or state
take action or district

which is not consistent with this

SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-08 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-08. State committee - Membership.

The state committee of each party consists of the chairman of each of the
district committees of the party and any provided for in the bylaws
of the state committee.

SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-11 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-11. State committee - Meetings - Organization—

The state committee shall meet on or before July first of each odd-numbered

year. The committee shall organize by selecting & :
I e as -for- the state committee * ° and by

adopting rJIeé and mones of rules and
the selection of state convention

Within thirty

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 4 h_stcomrep_62_002
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days following the state committee's organization, the newly elected chairman shall
notify the secretary of state of the names of the party officers selected. Fhese

SECTION 9. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-14 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-14. . . - stateState
party convention.
1. The - -
: - party state committee shall
setthe and time of the state convention to be held in each
election
to rules and the state convention
4+ a. Nominate the legal number of electors for its
party for the offices of presidential electors.
2= b. Elect the required number of delegates and alternates to the national
party convention
Fules.
3
c. Endorse candidates as -_.under subsection 2.
2. The candidate or candidates for endorsement or election must be

declared endorsed or elected : the rules of the party
irvelved, and the chairman and secretary of the convention shall issue
certificates of endorsement as provided in section 16.1-11-06 or
certificates of election. The names of the - electors
nominated for presidential electors-

eandidate the party wishes to place on the general election ballot must
be certified by the chairman and secretary of the convention to the
secretary of state by four p.m. on the sixtieth day before the general
election to be placed upon the general election ballot as provided in
section 16.1-06-07.1.

SECTION 10. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-17 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-17. Political party reorganization after

If

. of the legislative assembly becomes effective

after the organization of political parties as prowded in this chapter and before the
primary or the general election, the

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 5 h_stcomrep_62_002
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Fhe political parties, in the newly established precincts and districts, shall thea

proceed to reorganize as closely as possible in conformance with this chapter ardr
: . - - - stateto assure

with election deadlines.

SECTION 11. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-04-01 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-04-01. Precincts - Duties and responsibilities of the board of
county commissioners or the governing body of the city.

1. The board of county commissioners of each county:

4+ a. Shalldivide the county into precincts and establish the precinct
boundaries, except that within the boundaries of any incorporated
city, the governing body of the city shall divide the city into precincts
and establish their boundaries pursuant to title 40. Any number of
townships or parts of townships may be joined into a single precinct
provided that no precinct may encompass more than one legislative
district.

Z- b. May alter the number and size of precincts within the county by
combining or dividing precincts. However, the governing body of any
incorporated city has the authority to alter the number and size of
precincts located within its boundaries. The board of county
commissioners may relinquish the jurisdiction provided under

-1subdivision a over all or any portion of a township or
townships under its jurisdiction to a city for the purpose of
establishing a voting precinct if a majority of the governing body of
the city agrees to assume such jurisdiction. The governing body of a
city, by majority vote, may return jurisdiction granted herein to the
county and the county shall accept that jurisdiction.

2. No o have a - of more than two thousand five
as determined  the last federal decennial census.”

Page 6, after line 10, insert:

"SECTION 16. REPEAL. Sections 16.1-03-12 and 16.1-03-19 of the North
Dakota Century Code are repealed."

Renumber accordingly

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 6 h_stcomrep_62_002
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2013 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee
Missouri River Room, State Capitol

SB 2369
04/17/2013
Job Number 21202

Committee Clerk Signature

Minutes:

Chairman Schaible: Opened the hearing on SB 2369.

Representative Kasper: Explained the changes that the House made to the bill by walking
through the bill (version 13.8257.03010) and gave the history of it. (See Attachments #1
and #2 for additional information to the bill.)

(16:16)Senator Nelson: You mentioned that the meeting has to be held in the district and
in Fargo we all meet at the same place and at the same time. We do all of the stuff
together. We have precinct elections prior to district elections. We have the election of
offices there. Earlier you said "or a place close to it" and you said we did not have to do it
in the district. Now what | heard you say was that this meeting has to be in the district?
Representative Kasper: No. It does not say that and that is not my intent to say that. It just
said that it would be held within 15 days of the precinct caucus to elect the district officers,
but | did not mean to imply that it had to be in the district. We do the same thing in the
Republican Party - we meet in one spot. This took us 10 different amendments to get to this
point. (Returned to page 5 line 4)

(26:10) Representative Kasper: Referenced Attachment #2 and talked about precincts
and then returned to bage 8 of bill.

(28:28) Chairman Schaible: Are there any other quick questions or comments?
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Page 2

Senator Nelson: We had a similar problem to 46 and the issue was when did the district
committee exist? Was it, in your district, on the date of the death Senator Fischer or the
date of the resignation of Representative Schneider? Because people tried to stack the
deck after the case to fill the executive committee so that their person can get in. So, our
state bylaws were changed to say that it is the executive committee that exists on the day
of the vacancy. | don’t see anything in here to say that we cannot do that because you said
that we have to have everything that is in here but we can have other things. | think this
problem is solved, but | remember what we went through for several weeks because of this
rogue group that wanted to take over.

Representative Kasper: | would make one suggestion; | would incorporate the state party
bylaws into your district bylaws so that it is clear.

Senator Nelson: They are. The reason we did not concur was because of page 9 line 4. If
there is a differentiation between precincts and precincts are only for our working capacity
and not as polling places, but | think that needs to be make specifically clear because we
have two precincts and it works pretty well. We know that they either live on the north side
or the south side. We used to have 7 and they were basically around schools that used to
have polling places but they don’t anymore. What we need is a few more people working
at polling places so that there is not a line at 8 o'clock. In Fargo where do you find places to
vote that have adequate parking.

Representative Kasper: This does not interfere at all with the polling places, but it simply
will require that there will be a minimum of six precincts in each district so that when you
get your election results you will be able to see more detail on where you have some
strengths and where you might want to do some work.

Senator Schaible: Adjourned the conference committee.
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Committee Clerk Signature

Minutes:

Chairman Schaible: | believe that when we adjourned last time that Representative
Kasper had just finished his walk-through of the bill. Are there any questions that we have
from that?

Senator Dever: | believe there was some simple language that was non-controversial for a
section of the bill and | wonder if you might want to share that.

Chairman Schaible: | had a question on the mocked up version, page 5, line 30, but if you
turn over to page 6, the language is already in there; which is not consistent with this
chapter. Thatis just in there atthe end of the sentence instead of the middle. | guess the
only other question | had was on page 9, lines 1-5, with the precincts and go over that
again.

Representative Kasper: Did you all get the e-mail that | sent out? | went to great length to
try and explain the situation there. Just to clarify - are there specific questions or do you
want me to go through again the reason or what would you like me to discuss?

Chairman Schaible: | think it was mentioned earlier, | think that the precinct stuff and that
level of control was left to the districts before this and | think now we are going to the
precincts type realm and it seems to me that even if it is an issue, it is still probably best left

in the districts bylaws or their concerns. | am wondering what your thoughts are. We are
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doing so much to say that we are separating state control and district control, but yet we
are going into this area.

Representative Kasper: On page 9, lines 4-5, that has nothing to do with the districts.
What this is putting in statute is that all of the districts in the state of North Dakota, none of
the precincts can be more than 2500 people and the average size of each district in our
state is as close to 14,300 people as possible so that would mean with this language in the
bill, you would divide 2500 into 14,300 and you would have a minimum of six precincts in
each district. In the e-mail that | sent out | did a little research and if | recall, | think there
are 21 districts that would be affected in our state because all of the other 26 districts have
6 or more precincts. Of the 21 districts that are affected, 9 are in Cass County. That
shows where the majority of the problem is. It appears to me that the Cass County
Auditors have made a decision to go with two and three precincts in many cases and | don’t
think that is good for the political process. They would need to re-draft their precinct lines
so that we would have at least 6 precincts in each district all over the state. Not only Cass
County. It has nothing to do with polling places and it has nothing to do with where the vote
would be held, early voting, or absentee ballots. The county commissioners could decide
there is going to be one polling place in a district. This does not touch that. All it says is
that the lines in the precinct of the district will have to have a minimum of 6 precincts. A
number of precincts have more.

Chairman Schaible: If they want that right now, can't they do that?

Representative Kasper: The state law determines that right now. The district bylaws
cannot change the precinct lines. Under current state law, if you go back to Page 8, line 19,
it states that the board of county commission of each county shall divide the county into

precincts and establish the precinct boundaries. So the districts right now never have
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controlled the precincts. The county commissioner has controlled that. We are not taking
away the authority of the county commissioners to divide precinct lines. What we are
saying is when you divide the precinct lines, no precinct can be larger than 2500 in
population and there will be a minimum of 6 precincts in each district.

Senator Nelson: If you wanted to split District 46 into 6 precincts so you can keep track of
them - that is what you can do. In my particular district we have two precincts. We don’t
have 5000 people even voting but yet to split up the whole district into 6 precincts, many of
which would not have citizens in them or voters in them and if you wanted them to be able
to keep track, it will require different ballots because they would have to be spaced. Where
does that precinct go? Our city lines do not match our school districting lines. Our county
commission lines don’t necessarily match anything either. | don't see the advantage of
splitting my district or district 11 into 6 pieces.

Representative Kasper: Let's not confuse the political districts with the school districts, or
any other voting bloc. This does not change it.

Senator Nelson: But they will change the elections.

Representative Kasper: The only thing this will change is that when you have a precinct
line for a district, the person will be voting in their precinct for their district. The school
board elections are generally not held with the primary.

Senator Dever: They are in the primary now.

Representative Kasper: Be that as it may, the district lines, | don’'t see where you could
possibly have no people in your precinct. Inthe 6 precincts you have 14,300 people in
each district;, therefore, it would be rather silly to draw a precinct that would have no
population in it. In your case Senator Nelson, your district is very compact. Y our precinct

lines would probably be quite equal.
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Chairman Schaible: Other than that section, are there any other items that we are having
heartburn over?

Representative Kasper: From our perspective, no. We passed the bill 84 to 8. The
House is pretty happy with it.

Senator Dever: | very much appreciate the work that Representative Kasper has done on
this bill. Since there is no emergency clause or effective date on this bill now, it does not
affect the reorganization this time. If anyone sees anything that they have real heartburn
with, we can make adjustments in the next session. This is the one point that does effect
the next election. | think we need to somehow resolve this point otherwise | am happy with
what has been done. | have 7 precincts in my districts and the only problem would be that
they average less than 2500, but some are bigger than others and | am not sure that |
would see any real benefit to making those adjustments.

Representative Kasper: Your district would make no adjustments.

Senator Dever: | have precincts that are larger than 2500.

Representative Kasper: Then the auditor would redraw the precinct lines somewhat
differently. There is a possibility if you want to consider getting away from the 2500, we
could amend the bill to say that each district must have a minimum of 6 precincts. Then
you get away totally from the number. | would have no objection to that. The fact of the
matter is that you are having some districts with one and two precincts is ridiculous. We are
a political entity when we are in politics and when we are in the legislature and we should
know where our voting strengths and weaknesses are. The part of the bill that | think is
important to the political parties is the part we are discussing right now.

Representative Boehning: | have been around a while and | remember having 30 plus

precincts. We knew where the votes were at, we knew where to concentrate ourselves at,
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and we knew where to go and where our strengths and weaknesses were. | think it was a
lot easier to do campaigning that way. | would not have a problem going with just the six
without a population number set. Without having to have 6 voting places - that is not an
issue there.

Senator Nelson: Representative Zaiser and | are in the same district and we know where
our voting strength is and we have worked the district for years. We know where we need
to go two or three times or where we need to go once because they are not going vote. We
don'’t need any lines to tell us where to go. In some cases we did not know where the lines
were and we just did our stops. If you work the district, | don’t think you need any
additional lines.

Representative Kasper: Senator Nelson, with all due respect, your district is your district
and you know it well and you have been there a long time. We have 46 other districts in
the state that might have that luxury. We have some districts that are 150 miles long. So
to suggest that simply because you know your district, we shouldn’t have any way for the
rest of the districts to know where the vote is, is a little bit disingenuous.

Representative Zaiser: | am not sure what the benefit is going to be because | think even
if you are talking about those rural districts, someone who has never run before, they are
not going know. They are going to have to cover anything. | guess | am somewhat
ambivalent about this personally. | just don’t know of the huge benefit. | assume that |
want to get my message out to everyone and maybe | get to people but maybe other
people don’t. That is my objective in each election.

Chairman Schaible: Is there any other discussion today?

Senator Dever: | am curious about the requirement to rotate the names on the ballot, is

that in Century Code?
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Representative Kasper: It is and it is not in this bill.

Senator Dever: | was wondering if we could go to more precincts and not have to print
different ballots.

Senator Schaible: That is not an option.

Representative Kasper: | would offer an amendment on Page 9, lines 4 and 5 - that
we would say that no district may have less than 6 precincts within the district.
Rep. Boehning: Seconded.

Senator Schéible: Restated amendment proposed, and asked if there was any other
discussion.

Senator Dever: | think that would require the House Recede from its amendments and
further amend.

Representative Kasper: | would be happy to change the motion. | want to be absolutely
sure that that is the only section of the bill we are receding from.

Senator Nelson: There is one district that has only has one precinct and there is probably
areason forit. | just don’t think that we should be telling the county commissioners how
many precincts they should have.

Representative Kasper: It is the responsibility of the legislature to determine the policy -
particularly in elections. The county commissioners are all over the board. There is no
consistency with what we currently have. | can't for the life of me understand why one
district would have one precinct. So you have 14,300 people living in one district and you
don’t know where your votes are.

Representative Zaiser: | think that we need to understand why some of those districts

have only one precinct. They probably are very good reasons. | don’'t know them. | guess
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in an idea world, it would be great to have everyone have precincts with precisely 2500
people and six of them, but | don’t think we are in an idea world.

Senator Nelson: Do we know where the malil districts are? Maybe that impacts why they
only have a few precincts.

Rep. Boehning: With having one precinct in one county and it is Election Day, you are
probably going to have to drive a long ways from one side of the county to the other side
because you precinct is at the county seat; where you don’t have the opportunity to have a
smaller precinct that you can go vote somewhere closer as well. | think that is a reason to
have 6 precincts for a lot of these larger districts. They have to drive a long ways to go
vote.

Senator Dever: | think polling places are being confused with precincts.

Representative Zaiser: | was going to make that point. Representative Kasper is saying
that it would not affect the voting. | think it might confuse the voter and the workers.
Representative Kasper: In the early voting in Fargo, we have two early voting polling
places for the whole city and that is encompassing 10 districts. So when they walk in you
would think there is mass confusion, but they check in and show their ID and poll checks
the district they are in and hands them the correct ballot. There is no confusion because
you are identified where you precinct is by your ID that you give. It is simply a matter of
being in the right polling place and have the right ballot. That has all been automatized and
itis relatively simple. The machines are such that you can put ballots in from 30 precincts
and they will count them out in the precincts. It is not rocket science anymore.

Chairman Dever: We have a motion on the table.
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Senator Dever: There are districts that include multiple counties, and some of them have
quite a number in one county, so are we talking about the total number of precincts in the
districts in the counties?

Representative Kasper: In current law and the way they operate, you can have two or
three counties. All the motion is saying is that in the district you must have at least 6
precincts and it does not dictate anything in regards to the counties. You can have 30 if
you want. It does not say that in each county that you have to have 6 precincts - it is in the
entire district.

A Roll Call Vote Was Taken: 4 yeas, 2 nays, 0 absent.

Motion Fails due to only one yea on the Senate side.

Chairman Schaible: Adjourned the conference committee to reschedule.
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Chairman Schaible: Open conference committee on SB 2369.

Representative Kasper: | have had a couple of conversations with Jim Silrum and they
have certainly given me some additional information that | think might be pertinent to the
committee. Maybe we could have him share some information with us.

Jim Silrum, Deputy Secretary of State: | am happy to answer any questions specifically
directed to me. Some of the things that | have talked about with Representative Kasper are
the fact that there was a discussion in a previous conference committee hearing about the
difficulty of how to define the precincts according to population and it is my understanding
that Legislative Council does have software that is used for redistricting purposes for
establishing the legislative districts during that time. In my subsequent conversations with
John Bjornson it would be a possibility for us to have access to that redistricting software
that could be used for facilitating the establishments of precincts no matter how many are in
a district or in a county. Whatever would be the committee's wishes provided we could
have the intent that legislative council and the Secretary of State's office would be
encouraged to work together on that. We could facilitate the counties in establishing the
precincts abcording to the sizes mandated by the legislature. Are there any specific

questions?
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Representative Kasper: | would like it on the record that | would hope that the committee
would support the legislative intent that the Secretary of State could be involved with the
counties to help them do their job, whatever that job might be, because that is what they do
anyways. We would not want them to be any less able to work with the counties on the
drafting of precinct lines if that is the way we go. | would hope no one in the committee
would object to that thought. Jim, you mentioned to me about the potential for some
groundbreaking changes for software and how ballots are going to be designed and
counted maybe by the year 2016, which | think that might be important. If you could share
that thought process with us.

Jim Silrum: It is no secret that the voting system in the state of North Dakota needs to be
replaced and we are suggesting that over the course of these next number of years we
reevaluate the software that is needed and come back in the next legislative session with
an idea that is agreeable to everyone and ask for funding for that. The possibility that it
does exist in current technology are features such as ballot on demand; which through the
use of electronic poll books, the voter comes in, is checked in, and immediately upon check
in the ballot on demand spits out the exact ballot that would be there for the voter to use. It
would eliminate the need for over ordering any ballot stock. It would eliminate a lot of the
possibilities of giving out the wrong ballot to the wrong voter in our multi-precinct polling
locations. Especially in our early voting location and in large population counties where
there may be as many as 100 different ballots that need to be distributed to the voters.
That is coming in the future. It is something that we need to look at and it would be

facilitated regardless of how many precincts we have in the state.
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Representative Kasper: In my exuberance on the amendments | overlooked the
importance of the rest of the bill. Can you share the importance of the bill with the
Secretary of State's office?

Jim Silrum: The first sections of the bill deal with political party organization and in such a
way that it removes a large percentage of the responsibility for the county auditors and the
Secretary of State to be involved in the establishing of districts. The last portions of the bill
have specifically everything to do with the formation of the ballot; which will eliminate voter
confusion and will cause for ballot space to be used far more efficiently so we will reduce
the number of two page ballots that are used throughout the state. | cannot speak highly
enough about the last sections of the bill and how the bill needs to be saved and it needs to
move forward because in my opinion, the last sections of the bill perhaps are some of the
most important election administration changes that could be authorized by this particular
legislative session.

Senator Dever: | don’t know if you have had a chance to work with that software at all and
as | understand it, for redistricting, they took the whole state and basically could move lines
and then it would indicate the population of the district as it changed, and | am not sure |
am right on that. Would it be the same thing for choosing precincts?

Jim Silrum: | worked with John Bjornson when they went through redistricting, and it is
time consuming software but not complicate software to use. If we were to have to buy
licenses for all 53 counties of the state, it would be incredibly expensive software. In direct
answer, the way this works and would work for precincts just as it did for districts, is that a
line is moved and then the population data that is associated with the streets and the
residents would adjust the population totals much the same way as it did for legislative

council doing the district boundaries. That could be very useful no matter how many
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precincts there are and that information not only be useful for election purposes but that
information is also highly coveted by legislative council as well to know where those
precinct boundaries are to be able to add that to their mapping. They have asked us
several times if itis possible that we can join them in that effort and perhaps this is an
opportunity for us tojoin them in that effort.

Senator Dever: Are the precinct lines on the current map then or do they have to be drawn
in in order then to manipulate?

Jim Silrum: All of them would need to be input initially. Some of the counties had their
precinct lines put into that software when they went through the redistricting. After the
redistricting, many of the precincts changed so they would all need to be input. What is
fortunate is that some counties do have sophisticated GIS software that can export that
data and transfer that to the maptitude software and eliminate a lot of the data entry work.
Senator Dever: If we pass this bill, we are setting the number of precincts that will be
required in a district, but am | correct in my understanding that it continues to be a county
responsibility how they are drawn and that your office would be willing to assist in
accomplishing that?

Jim Silrum: You are correct on all regards.

Representative Kasper: | worked on the redistricting committee and | worked with the
software and it is complicated when you begin but once you start using it, there were folks
who could really make it sing. When you are redrawing the lines, the lines are there but it
is also color coded. It does not take long once you play with it for a while. It can tell you
down to one person how many people are in an area. It would be very easy to determine
the population in each precinct with that software. John Bjornson has negotiated with the

software vendor to purchase one set of software - the initial cost is $3500 and after that the
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price drops to $2200 per license. | recounted my districts that are impacted by the six
minimum; it is 20 districts that are impacted, of which 9 are in Cass County, so they could
buy one set of software and you would have 11 other sets that you would have to purchase
at $2200. The total cost to cover would be $25,500 if they each wanted their own set of
software. The Secretary of State's office would be there to help and you may not need to
purchase that much software. | think you would save that in paper when you do the ballots.
Senator Dever: My district has seven precincts but they would still need to be redrawn
because they are not all under 2500 people.

Representative Kasper: That is possible. It would need to be checked and | am sure the
Secretary of State's office could assist in that and they may need to purchase the software.
Chairman Schaible: | think that we were all in agreement that all of the other changes
other than section 11 were ok with the committee. The other questions that | have are the
cost and who is to decide how many precincts we really have? |

Representative Kasper: The county commission decides. The only thing that they would
have to abide by is the limitation of 2500 people per precinct and as | indicated the cost to
the county for the software is $2000 if they wanted to do it all on their own. | would submit
that by saving on not ordering all of those expensive ballots and the ease of the precincts
once they are that | do not see much more of a cost.

Senator Dever: If we were to act on this now, it would come to the floor on Monday.
Senator Nelson has raised some objections. | am sure that we would have a floor debate
and | am not sure where it would go from there. | suspect that any resolution to that
particular point would be made on the conference committee report. What we would be
doing now is taking it up to the floor and finding out where the votes are. If we wantto act

on it that way, | am ready to do that, but | am not sure if others are ready.
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Representative Kasper: The motion would be that the Senate Accede to the House
Amendments correct?

Senator Dever: That is my thought.

Representative Kasper: Which would mean that you would have the bill in front of your
chamber and you would have your debate and you would see where the votes go. If the
votes don't get there, then we are back down in conference committee. | would sure like to
see it tried.

Senator Dever: | would suspect that it would be on that single point. The bill that left the
Senate before was everything except the party organization.

Representative Kasper: Are you ready to make a motion?

Senator Dever: Moved the Senate Accede to the House Amendments.

Rep. Kasper: Seconded.

Representative Kasper: The changes in the first part of the bill are very good for the
political parties; not only the current ones but new ones that want to get on the ballot and
be formed. The changes as far as helping the political parties stay organized, know where
their voting strengths and weaknesses are at are important. That is what we are all about. |
think the amendment on the top of page 9 that is in question helps us do that. That is a
part of the political process that we know our districts and we know our strengths and
weaknesses. It is fair and even to both parties. | hope that we would pass the motion.

A Roll Call Vote Was Taken: 4 yeas, 1 nay (Senator Marcellais), and 1 absent
(Representative Zaiser).

Motion Carries.
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Chairman Schaible: The conference committee report was rejected and the conference
committee was reassigned so that brings us here again. My interpretation of the vote this
morning that the sections 1-10 have some merit, section 11 met with plenty of resistance
and the sections 12-16 seemed to be acceptable to everyone. Is there discussion on those
points?

(3:05)Representative Amerman: Just being put on this committee, you say that this was
taken up on the last session of the Senate, was it a big gap on the verification vote or how
far apart are we?

Chairman Schaible: The vote was 42 - 5 against the conference committee report. The
discussion is what | am basing my interpretation on. | carried my report to the floor that 1 to
10 seemed to be fine, section 11 brought discussion at this conference committee and was
the vast majority of our discussion, and that section 12-16 seemed to be acceptable by all
parties concerned. | explained the bill and the conference committee that way.

Senator Nelson: The opposition on the floor did not all come from the members of the
conference committee. It came from the head of appropriations and from several others

who had input from their county commissioners and auditors.
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Senator Dever: | know that Representative Kasper had indicated to me earlier that he
would like to have a conversation with leadership and it might be best that we reconvene
sometime after he has had that opportunity.

Chairman Schaible: | have no problems with meeting again if more time is what is

necessary. Is there any other discussion? Adjourned the meeting.
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Chairman Schaible: Reopened the discussion on SB 2369. Are there any suggestions
on the possibility of moving forward?

Representative Kasper: See Attachments #1 and #2 for e-mails and map discussed by
committee.

(3:50) Representative Kasper: Moved an amendment to amend the maximum number
of people in a precinct to 2850 and that would allow a minimum of 5 precincts in a
district.

Representative Boehning: Seconded.

Chairman Schaible: | guess the one question that | have is not if we can do it which we
know is possible or what the numbers are. Right now the counties can do that if they want
to. The biggest question is we as a state should be taking that responsibility away from the
counties and deciding the parameters for that. | think that is the response we had from the
floor of the Senate. We need to decide whether we as a state should be doing it at all. |
don’t know if adjusting the numbers is the answer.

Senator Nelson: We also had a discussion about leadership within the districts that
currently, for instance, in my district we have 2 precincts. We have the proper number of

precinct committee people, as described by law, but they are not spread out over where the
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districts are and for a good reason. One of old precincts consists of many college students
and one consists of many refugees that do not have citizen status. The active part tends to
live in one of the four precincts on the north side and one or two on the south side. So
there was a question as to the leadership pool and how that would impact a district.
Representative Kasper: Let me address that. First of all, public policy should not be
based on one district which would happen to be your district. Let me state that to begin
with, however, there may be other districts that have the same issue. Here is how | would
think it could be addressed in the bill that we have before us. Remember we state that the
district committee shall elect their executive committee, and we put no restrictions on that
whatsoever. Whatever the bylaws of the district say your executive committee will be that
is what your executive committee would be. Therefore, if all of your potential precinct
committee people lived in 2 of the 5 precincts, your executive committee could consist of
any number of people you would like to be on the executive committee and your bylaws
could state that the executive committee will be making this and that decision and all other
important decisions and be a part of your leadership as you would so desire. Each district's
bylaws could be a little different in that respect. You could empower you leaders by your
bylaws in your executive committee.

Senator Nelson: Except for the fact that your precinct people are the basis of that. That is
what you have to elect first before you can even have a district committee. If we cannot find
the number of people to be precinct people, then there is a problem and it is not just my
district.

Representative Kasper: Your bylaws could reflect that situation. You would empower
your other people on your executive committee to be involved as you would like. The

current situation and the current law, without the amendments to SB 2369, because | want
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to point out that the amendments to this bill clarified current law, it did not change much of
current law at all. It made it easier to read and put it in a different order. We don’t change
the basic precinct makeup and how the precinct people are elected. You made the
argument that you need to know your district, well | would make the argument that you
need to go into the other areas of your district where you don't have your precinct
committee people and ferret one out. | would venture to say that with your wisdom and your
ability to persuade that would not be a very difficult task. | am looking on the overall
picture of what the best interest of public policy is. When you see the chart that | have
handed out to the committee, where you have precincts numbering from one to twenty-five
and all over the map, there is no consistency of precincts. | believe that is because the
county auditors make their own decisions in their own county and we have now very
inconsistent public policy which | do not think is good for the political parties and not good
for the people who are the citizens of each district. Therefore, putting a maximum number
of people in a precinct would require that you would have at least a minimum of 5 precincts
in all the districts. | also think it is good public policy.

Chairman Schaible: Do you believe that if the county commissioners wanted to create
more precincts in their county, that they would have the ability to have their county auditor
to do that.

Representative Kasper: Under current law, the county commission determines and they
direct the county auditor, so | am sure it would be a give and take between them.
Chairman Schaible: It seems to me if the people of the district want more precincts and
they think it is a valid point, they have an avenue to do that. Take any county in the state; if
the people put pressure on the county commissioner, | think they have the avenue to do

that.
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Representative Kasper: It is, but history shows that does not work. Cass County as an
example, the Republicans did not like the number of precincts that were drawn and we
were told that was tough and that was the way it was going to be. The county
commissioners in all the areas across the state have the power to do what they wish,
whenever they wish regardless of what the people say. Frankly, a lot of the people have no
idea what is going on in this committee. They don’t know where their precinct is. They
don’t know anything about the precinct number other than where they need to go vote. In
the spirit of public policy, what is the best public policy? We the legislature are charged to
set the public policy and when you look at what is happening in our state with the various
county commissioners doing what they have done, | believe this is bad public policy and we
need to legislatively correct it because that is the only place that we can.

Senator Dever: | like what your auditor put together. | think it addresses your concerns and
| agree with you that we should not set public policy based on one district and | am not sure
that we should do it on one county. It appears to me that the real problem here is in Cass
County and it seems to me that your county auditor should be able to carry this forward to
the whole county and see what it looks like. If Senator Nelson is happy with two precincts,
then maybe that is where they should leave it. | agree that we set public policy but public
policy is set at different levels. The county sets public policy too. That is what they have
done in Cass County. | am not sure that 2850 would work for everyone either. My district is
drawn by neighborhoods and a couple of them are larger than others so they may possibly
exceed that number. That could require redrawing.

Representative Kasper: We don’t know for sure, do we?

Senator Dever: No but why should we need to change that policy if it is appropriate now?
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Representative Kasper: | don't believe it is appropriate. There are 20 districts in the state
that have a problem, not just the ones in Cass County. | pointed out in my e mails that half
of the problem from my perspective isn't Cass County, but there are 11 other districts in the
state that have the same problem. | don'’t believe the public good is being addressed by
having that loose end. We set the policy - not the county commissioners. | happen to
believe that over the period of time that | have been here in the legislature, we have
delegated way too much authority from this legislative body. Home rule, as an example,
give tremendous amount of power and authority. As | said on the floor of the House, home
rule allows entity that has home rule to be their own mini legislature and to overturn acts of
legislature passes. | think that is wrong. We are elected and charged to set public policy for
the citizens of North Dakota. This is one area that | think needs to be cleaned up.
Chairman Schaible: Any other discussion on the motion on the table?

None offered.

A Roll Call Vote Was Taken: 4 yeas, 2 nays (Sen. Schaible, Sen. Nelson), 0 absent.
Motion Fails.

Chairman Schaible: One other comment before we adjourn for the day. The only other
section that received some comments was on page 5, subsection 4. | take e mails with a
grain of salt, but it was brought up to me was under that section, say your bylaws say that
you have to have a $1000 membership or you have to be affiliated with an association to
be part of your group, would that constitute as a problem?

Representative Kasper: \What bylaws are you talking about?

Chairman Schaible: The district bylaws.

Representative Kasper: They currently in state law are silent on that. There is no

restriction and there is no requirement. | am aware of a number of district bylaws in the



Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee
SB 2369

04/23/2013

Page 6

state of North Dakota right now on the Republican side who have a requirement to
participate in some of their conventions that you must be a member of the district's $10 club
or $30 club. No place in the state law do | see where that is prohibited. That does not
change if we accept the amendment or not. | would think it would be stupid if anyone did
that.

Chairman Schaible: | tried to use over the top examples to show where it would create a
problem.

Representative Kasper: This does not change the state statute in that way.

Senator Dever: | wonder if there needs to be legwork done. | understand that the biggest
concern is in Cass County. The bill with that provision got 5 votes in the Senate and one of
them was mine. It seems to me a significant number of Senators from Cass County did not
support it. The other thing | am wondering is maybe it would be a useful exercise to ask
Mr. Montplaisir to extend his efforts to other districts in Fargo and see what that might look
like. Thatis just a suggestion. We don'’t need to debate that.

Representative Kasper: | watched to floor debate and frankly there is no champion in the
Senate about this bill. It was obvious. So philosophically, the three of you in your remarks
were very lukewarm to the area of the 2500. In listening to Senator Holmberg's discussion,
| went back and reviewed minutes of the redistricting committee and the minutes of the
legislative management committee when they decided to leave out the minimum of 6
precincts per district, and | talked to John Bjornson who was the legislative council person
who worked with the redistricting committee and was at the legislative management
committee meetings. There was very little at all about why the legislative management left

out the 6 precinct requirement in the redistricting bill other than the comment that this is
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something that the legislature should act on. That is why | brought the amendment forward
the way | did. We are here at the legislature and we are acting on it.

Senator Dever: | don’'t understand that. If they would have left it in, the legislature would
have acted on it as well.

Representative Kasper: And we would have passed it. We were given a bill that was the
redistricting bill and no one was going to take one little section out of the bill | don’t believe.
We can't go back and find out.

Senator Dever: Another point that Senator Holmberg mentioned was that there are a
couple of precincts in Grand Forks that legislators wanted to see some adjustment on and
they went to the county commission and asked for that. That is the ideal solution to this.
Representative Kasper: | hate to sound like an old record, but | do not agree with you.
That is not the ideal solution because what you end up with is what we have; we have a
hodge-podge. Every county commission does what they wish and you end up with one
precinct up to 25 precincts and | do not think that is good public policy. If we have a
minimum of precincts like we are able to see here, we can very easily see that the county
auditors can do this very quickly. The lines are there and they are easy to draw. It took
him a couple of hours to come up with this map. The idea that the county auditors would be
onerous on them is a bogus argument - it's a red herring. The thing about public policy and
political parties - we are partisan parties. We are Democrats and Republicans and there
are other parties that will be formed. How in God's green earth, if you want to form a
political party in a district that only has one precinct and you are trying to figure out where
14,300 people's votes are coming from, how are you going to form? New parties don't
have the knowledge base like Senator Nelson has. How can they identify anything? How

can we as a political party continue to function as political parties if one district is 14,300
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votes? How do we do that? Is that serving the best interest? How do we get more people
involved if we don’t have various precincts that we can go and organize? There are
counties 130 miles long. One precinct for the whole district ... it doesn’t make sense. If we
don’t set the policy, we are going to continue to get what we got. | think that is wrong.
Senator Dever: One little bit of correction. There has to be at least one precinct per
county so the district 130 miles long isn’t going to have one precinct in it.

Representative Kasper: | stand corrected.

Senator Dever: | meant that as a gentle correction.

Representative Kasper: Well accepted.

Chairman Schaible: We will come back and meet again. Committee Recessed.
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Chairman Schaible: Reopened the discussion on SB 2369. We left with some discussion
yesterday and are there any other comments or suggestions on how to move forward?
Representative Kasper: | have an amendment that | would like to present to the
committee for consideration - reads from amendment. (See attachment #1 for proposed
amendment on Section 11, page 9, number 2) The limitation of population appears to be a
problem and this amendment addresses that so we are giving opportunity for local
discretion.

Chairman Schaible: | appreciate the attempt of a compromise and attempt to move
forward. | believe we discussed the 5 precinct possibility already, and | understand where
you are going with that, but with the conversations that | have had and on the Senate side it
seems there is not a lot of support to change the number of precincts to any number. | am
wondering if a compromise movement in a change of any humber amount is going to have
the effect that you are looking for. | think that it is the idea of changing it and taking it out of
the local control and making it a requirement when it is something that they can do now by
going to the county commissioners and having them decide what number is appropriate for

every county and having them do it will not be acceptable. | appreciate the understanding
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of trying to work with us, but | think the understanding is that any number or any population
in this area might meet with some resistance.

Senator Dever: | got the numbers from John Bjornson for the precincts in my district and
they vary from 1327 to 3099 in population, so | understand what Representative Kasper is
attempting to do with this, but it would completely redo everything in my district and | do not
see where that will be useful to us. District 32 is all in one county so there is no other
consideration and | understand that districts that are multiple counties have different
populations so the word practicable comes in to play there.

Senator Amerman: In my district there are five counties, but it is parts of the five counties,
how does that play out?

Representative Kasper: |n district 26 this would not apply because you have 14 precincts.
It just dawned on me that we could add an amendment to exclude a district from the
provisions of the bill if it has more than 5 or more precincts.

Senator Dever: We would have to change where they vote possibly.

Representative Kasper: Not if we added the additional amendment that | just stated.
Again, | will repeat, that this does not have anything to do with where the polling places are
located.

Senator Dever: With the amendment you just stated.

Representative Kasper: Even without the amendment.

Senator Dever: We would possibly have to change polling places if the precinct lines are
changed.

Representative Kasper: It may depend how the lines are drawn, but it may not.

Senator Dever: There is a reason for the two | am concerned about. There are some pretty

obvious boundaries that define those precincts.
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Representative Boehning: | am thinking that is a pretty good compromise. | think with the
new language presented will give leeway to numbers in the precincts and it will allow those
districts with more than 5 precincts to stay as they are. It did not take Cass County very
long to redraw the precinct lines and this is something that will be workable. Do we want to
make a motion on this?

Representative Kasper: | would rather have a new amendment officially drafted by John
Bjornson or a different format that we all agree on before we leave the meeting today.
Chairman Schaible: To have the version that we are going to vote on would be the best
way to do it. Like | said, | cannot speak for everyone, but my feel of the place is that it is
not so much ifit is doable, can we do it, or whether or not it is workable. | getbackto the
question that | don’t think the Senate is going to support a change to the number of
precincts in section 11, subsection 2. Every Senator can vote for themselves, but right now
| am thinking that they have the flexibility right now to make a change and there are no
restrictions on it right now. If you get the county commissioners to agree, you can make any
reasonable change or improvement to your district as you see fit. | think that is the way
that the Senate looks at it. What works for one district may not be what ideal or what works
for others. .... | appreciate the movement of working toward this, it is just that | think we are
at a dividing line of being willing to make that change and | don't think the Senate is willing
to accept that change.

Representative Kasper: | think that is a matter of what this committee decides and how
committed this committee is to supporting a change. | would venture to say, | know | am not
in the Senate, but let me speak on the side of the House, if this committee comes to the
floor of the House with an amendment that would be like what | am talking about and we

sell it to the House, | don'’t think we would have any problem passing it. In the same token,
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if your committee makes an effort to sell it to the Senate, | think it will pass. | listened to the
floor debate and there was no attempt by anyone to sell the concept. | think it was more
negative from the get go. | think it is all a matter of perspective. Do each one of us believe
that the county commission ought to have the authority to set the minimum/maximum
number of precincts in a district or is it the responsibility of the legislature to do so? It is out
of hand in a number of counties and Cass County is the biggest perpetrator. How does
that serve the people? You have people come together in a precinct and organize. If you
have one or two precincts with a large number of people, how do you have any continuity of
neighborhood? That is what a political structure in my opinion is about. It is about a
neighborhood organizing at the grassroots to be involved in the political process. That is
the principle that | have been trying to do here with the minimum number of precincts. It
has nothing to do with my person philosophy; it is the philosophy of political structures and
the political organization and how we best serve the people of North Dakota. | think the
focus has gotten away from that.

Chairman Schaible: | agree with you 100% if the committee was enthusiastic and was
willing to accept it - that it might have some merit or bearing on the Senate. Quite frankly,
my lukewarm attempt to this is because | am not convinced myself that it is a change that is
necessary. | think we did an adequate job of explaining the intent, but you are right, the
champion of the bill is not there and the reason is that | am not convinced. It is our job to
explain and relay it in an honest fashion. | think that was accomplished. It comes back to
the point that | think this can be done locally. | think it is an isolated problem to Cass
County. We have hardly heard of anyone else, and the ones we have heard from have
been against.

Representative Kasper: What is your district?
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Chairman Schaible: 31

Representative Kasper: Part of the reason may be that you have 18 precincts in your
district.

Chairman Schaible: | also have 135 miles and go over 4 counties and cover every aspect
of different demographics and attitudes there are. To me, | know where my voters are and
| know what the people think. It is difficult the variations in my district. Precincts do have
some merit, but to me it does not seem to work that | need to have a precinct to know
where my voters are.

Representative Boehning: Do you go back and look at your precinct records after a vote
to see where the totals are at?

Chairman Schaible: | will use every tool that is out there. As an elected official, and if | am
interested in getting re-elected, | will use whatever | can. That is one tool and one aspect.
If | am going to look at a precinct number that is over here and just look at that and say that
is the only reason that | did or did not get votes - | think there are relatively more reasons
than just that.

Rep. Boehning: | wish we had that option in Cass County. If | had 18 precincts in my
district, it would be a lot easier to campaign. | would know where my votes are at. We don’t
have that option. That is a good plus for you. We have 3 precincts in my district and it is
hard to pinpoint down. We have large turnover in Fargo from one election to the next. We
don’t know who these people are and how they vote. Thirty years ago | had no problem
finding precinct committee members and we knew where our votes were at. We organized
and we had more involvement in the party. We have no involvement in the party because
there are no positions for them to have. The organizations are falling apart. Do you have all

of your precinct committee members filled?
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Chairman Schaible: Absolutely not. A lot of people don’t know what precinct they are in if
you would ask them. Sometimes they don’t know what district they are even in. That is a
pretty good example of how a situation in your county is totally different than mine. If
enough people in your district think that it warrants a change - that avenue is possible.
Whether it is more or less precincts, every county has the availability right now to make it
the best that serves them. This restricts it somewhat.

Representative Kasper: You continue to talk about "they have the ability”, and you are
right, but the problem is that "they" is not the legislature. They are the county
commissioners and they will do just about what they want and when they want. If a political
organization wants a change, you might have a 2% chance of getting it. Therefore, the
focus on this legislative body should be what we should do that is the best for the overall
good of what decision we are making. You have the luxury of 18 precincts. A lot of places
do not. Does that mean that we should not consider having a minimum number of
precincts in a district? | don't think so. What is good for public policy? Not what is good for
your district or someone else's district. That is what this is all about.

Senator Dever: In the second sentence of the amendment it states that in any legislative
district that comprises more than one county, the boards of county commissioners of the
counties within that legislative district shall cooperate to ensure that the legislative district. |
am not sure that we can legislate cooperation. | wonder if it be helpful to the House that
instead of dictating the number of precincts or population, that we had some language that
indicated that the board of county commissioners shall work together with the parties
involved in their district in establishing the precinct line? | have a good relationship with my
county auditor and if | had a concern about how they were structuring the precincts in my

district | think we could sit down and have a conversation about that.
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Representative Kasper: You just might have hit on something that might be workable.
That would not offend anyone and would be workable because we would be giving
direction as legislative intent that it needs to be done. Depending upon how that
amendment would be worded, that might be a compromise that maybe we can come to.
Chairman Schaible: | agree.

Representative Kasper: | would be happy to call John Bjornson and ask him to put
together sample language that might fit with what you just said.

Senator Dever: We have two districts here in Bismarck that have each 4 precincts and |
know that the legislators and | talked to my district chairs, they are happy with the way that
is. |1 don’t know that for the benefit of their organization that we need to make that change.
| can appreciate that 2 or 3 precincts makes it difficult, but somehow if we could bring that
conversation together it would resolve it.

Representative Kasper: | think we might want to add to reach out that it would be political
parties and other interested people. There are citizens who may wish to have a say as
well. Maybe we can have a little broader language than the county commissioners.
Senator Dever: As long as we don't lose the accountability of that.

Representative Kasper: | would be happy to try to put something together for that.

Chairman Schaible: Meeting Recessed.
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Chairman Schaible: Opened SB 2369 for committee discussion.

Representative Kasper: See Attachment #1 for proposed amendment. There is nothing
demanding in the amendment and it just simply says to please talk to the political parties if they
want to talk to you and ask and they can give you their input.

(1:42)Representative Kasper: Moved the House Recede from House amendments and
amend with 13.8257.0316.

Representative Boehning: Seconded.

Chairman Schaible: Do you see this as resolving the issue that you have?

Representative Kasper: Obviously you know how vocally | talked about the bill. | did and still do
feel passionate about it, however, in the art of compromise and all of the other important parts of
the bill to the Secretary of State's office, | am willing to support the amendment and support the bill
if we keep the amendment on and pass the bill out of the committee. | would ask for the Senators
to do the same on the floor of the Senate so that they are passionate about how good it is.

A Roll Call Vote Was Taken: 6 yeas, 0 nays, 0 absent. Motion Carries.

Representative Kasper: Thank you for allowing me to be as much as a champion for the
amendment as | was, and if | offended any of you during the discussion, my apologies. | think we

have a good bill in front of us.



13.8257.05000 FISCAL NOTE

Requested by Legislative Council
04/09/2013

Amendment to: SB 2369

1 A. State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: /dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political

levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2011-2013 Biennium 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds
Revenues $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Appropriations $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

subdivision.
2011-2013 Biennium 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
Counties $0 $0 $0
Cities $0 $0 $0
School Districts $0 $0 $0
Townships $0 $0 $0

. Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

This bill relates to political party reorganization, primary election ballot access, and eligibility for political parties.

. Fiscal impact sections: /dentify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

Although the ballot access portion of the bill may result in cost savings to counties, it is impossible to determine.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund

affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

None

. Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

None

. Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts! vaide detail, when appropriate, foreach agency and fund
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether
the appropriation is also included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing appropriation.

None
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13.8257.04000 FISCAL NOTE

Requested by Legislative Council
04/09/2013

Amendment to: SB 2369

1 A

State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding
levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2011-2013 Biennium "7 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds
Revenues $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Appropriations $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: Identify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political
subdivision.

2011-2013 Biennium 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
Counties $0 $0 $0
Cities $0 $0 $0
School Districts $0 $0 $0
Townships $0 $0 $0

Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

This bill relates to political party reorganization, primary election ballot access, and eligibility for political parties.

Fiscal impact sections: /dentify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

Although the ballot access portion of the bill may result.in cost savings to counties, it is impossible to determine.

3. State fiscal effect detail: Forinformation shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A.

C.

Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund
affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.

None

Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

None

Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts.. Provide detail, when appropriate, foreach agency and fund
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether
the appropriation is also included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing appropriation.

None
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FISCAL NOTE
Requested by Legislative Council
01/28/2013

Amendment to: SB 2369

1 A. State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding

levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2011-2013 Biennium - ' 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds
Revenues $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $0 ) $0 $0 $0 $0
Appropriations $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: /dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political
subdivision.

2011-2013 Biennium ‘ 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
Counties $0 $0 $0
Cities $0 $0 $0
School Districts $0 $0 $0
Townships $0( - $0 $0

Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

This bill relates to political party reorganization, primary election ballot access, and eligibility for political parties.

Fiscal impact sections: Identify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

Although the ballot access portion of the bill may result in cost savings to counties, it is impossible to determine.

3. State fiscal effect detail: Forinformation shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund

C.

affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.
None

Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

None

Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether
the appropriation is also included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing appropration.

None
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FISCAL NOTE
Requested by Legislative Council
01/28/2013

Bill/Resolution No.: SB 2369

1 A

1 B. County, city, school district and township fiscal effect: /dentify the fiscal effect on the appropriate political

State fiscal effect: /dentify the state fiscal effect and the fiscal effect on agency appropriations compared to funding
levels and appropriations anticipated under current law.

2011-2013 Biennium 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds General Fund Other Funds
Revenues $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Expenditures $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Appropriations $0 $0 : $0 $0 $0 $0

subdivision.

2011-2013 Biennium 2013-2015 Biennium 2015-2017 Biennium
Counties $0 $0 $0
Cities $0 $0 $0
School Districts $0 $0 $0
Townships $0 $0 $0

Bill and fiscal impact summary: Provide a brief summary of the measure, including description of the provisions
having fiscal impact (limited to 300 characters).

This bill relates to political party reorganization, primary election ballot access, and eligibility for political parties.

Fiscal impact sections: /dentify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which have fiscal
impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

Although the ballot access portion of the bill may result in cost savings to counties, it is impossible to determine.

3. State fiscal effect detail: Forinformation shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:

A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and fund

C.

affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.
None

Expenditures: Explain the expenditure amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency, line item, and
fund affected and the number of FTE positions affected.

None

Appropriations: Explain the appropriation amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each agency and fund
affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and appropriations. Indicate whether
the appropriation is also included in the executive budget or relates to a continuing appropriation.

None
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13.8257.03017 Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for
Title.05000 Representative Kasper
April 24, 2013

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO REENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2369

That the House recede from its amendments as printed on pages 1242-1248 of the Senate
Journal and pages 1285-1291 of the House Journal and that Reengrossed Senate Bill
No. 2369 be amended as follows:

Page 1, line 1, after "to" insert "create and enact a new section to chapter 16.1-03 of the North
Dakota Century Code, relating to political party organization; to"

Page 1, line 1, after "sections" insert "16.1-03-01, 16.1-03-02, 16.1-03-03, 16.1-03-05,
16.1-03-07, 16.1-03-08, 16.1-03-11, 16.1-03-14, 16.1-03-17, 16.1-04-01,"

Page 1, line 2, after "to" insert "political party organization, voting precincts, and"
Page 1, line 2, remove "and"

Page 1, line 3, replace "eligibility for minor political parties" with "; and to repeal sections
16.1-03-12 and 16.1-03-19 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to political party
organization™

Page 1, afterline 4, insert:

"SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 16.1-03 of the North Dakota Century Code
is created and enacted as follows:

allowed to nominate statewide and - - candidates.

A not endorse candidates or have candidates
for vice statewide or office as set forth
in unless the

1. - : to all - of this -

2. Had on the ballot at the last election the names
of a set of electors to the election of the
candidate for and vice a candidate for a
candidate for or a candidate for of state and
those candidates for or

of state received at least five of the total vote cast for
the office of or
of state within this state at that election and to all
of this or

3. Fileda - with the - of state - - the number of electors
under section 16.1-11-30 to to endorse candidates or to
have candidates to be included on the election ballot in a
consolidated column or on a - - election ballot.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-01 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
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16.1-03-01. Precinct caucus to elect precinct committeemen - Time and
manner of holding - Caucus call - Notice.

1.

™

Each - + district shall * in conformance with the state
district boundaries as established the
and as set forth under 54-03.

On or before May fifteenth following the last preceding general election, a
party caucus must be held by every election precinct at a site within or
reasonably close to the precinct in the manner provided in sections
16.1-03-01 through 16.1-03-03.

The legislative district chairman of each party shall .- the
date and time for the precinct caucus - : - -
- O If there is not a district chairman in a

: the state executive committee - issue the call
for the caucus. The call must contain the following:

a. Name of party.

b. district and number or name.

c. Date of caucus.
d. Place of caucus.
e. Hours of caucus.

f. A statement of the business to be conducted, including the election of
precinct committeemen and such other as may be
provided by state law and district party

g. The name of the district chairman - if there is not a district -
the member of the state executive committee issuing the call.

The district chairman  if there is not a district the state
executive committee shall provide ten days' published notice in the official
newspaper in circulation within each precinct in the district. The notices
must contain that information set forth in subsection 23. The district

- - information required by this section for all
precincts in the district be included in one notice for publishing
purposes.

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-02 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-02. Who may participate in and vote at caucus.

1.

Only those - who are qualified electors :
section 16.1-01-04 may vote or be elected as committeemen or officers at
the precinct caucus.

Only those who either voted or affiliated with the party
at the last general election or intend to vete-or affiliate with the party and
vote with the _ at the next -election may vote at the precinct
caucus.
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In case the right of & individual to participate at the caucus is
challenged, the question of the right to participate must
be decided by a vote of the whole caucus. individual so
challenged may not vote on the question of the « right to
participate in the caucus, and a two-thirds vote of the whole caucus is
required to exclude & individual from participation.

- individual may not vote or participate at more than one
precinct caucus in any one year.

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-03 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:;

16.1-03-03. - - - Political parties entitled to
elect committeemen.

1.

|0

NoeA political organization is entitled to elect a precinct committeeman at its
precinct caucus unlessif:

a. The organization nominated and had printed on the ballot at the last
preceding general election the names of a set of presidential electors
pledged to the election of the party's candidates for president and vice
president or a candidate for governor, attorney general, or secretary of
state; and

b. The candidates provided for in subdivision a received at least five
percent of the total vote cast for presidential electors or for governor,
attorney general, or secretary of state within this state at that election.

Each political party in each voting precinct of this state, otherwise
qualifying under subsection 21, is entitled to elect one precinct
committeeman for each two hundred fifty votes, or of afraction
thereof, cast for the party's presidential electors, governor, attorney
general, or secretary of state in the precinct in the last general election.
Each precinct is entitled to at least one precinct committeeman for each
party which qualifies under subsection 21. Each precinct committeeman
must be an elector of the precinct in which the committeeman resides and
must be elected for a two-year term.

If a ; - desires to - - under this - but has not
as in subsection 1, the elect one
committeeman for each in the district.

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-05 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-05. Vacancies in office of precinct committeeman - Filling.

A vacancy in the office of precinct committeeman, which occurs after the
organization of the district committee, ... be filled by appointment from the
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precinct by the district executive committee of the party.

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-07 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-07. Meeting of district committee - Organization.

1. In every odd-numbered year, the district committee of each party shall
meet within fifteen days after the precinct caucus provided for in section
16.1-03-01. The day, hour, and site must be set by the existing dlstrlct
committee chairman. incumbent members of the -

from the the precinct committeemen of a party, selected as
provided by this chapter, witkand any other eersensindividual provided for
by the district committee's bylaws
constitute the district committee of the party. The district commlttee ofa
party must be organized to coincide with the geographical boundary lines
of state legislative districts. Each member of any committee prowded forin
this chapter mustbe a quallfled - .

2. The
87 - 3
" committeemen and the "' incumbent members of the
from the district shall select the officers of the
dlstrlct committee. The officers as the district

need not be precinct committeemen; however, all the
officers must be voting members of the district committee. The district
committee shall forward to the state committee the name and contact
information of the district committee chairman.

g - district committee an executive committee

committeeconsistent with the of the district committee. That
party's nominees for and members of the legislative assembly may
serve as members of the executive committee.

2-3. If the office of chairman becomes vacant, the

B be filled as _ the district
4. The of the state_ committee or state ! not include
E directives or for the method of the
of district committees nor the state committee or state
take action or district

which is not consistent with this
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SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-08 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-08. State committee - Membership.

The state committee of each party consists of the chairman of each of the
district committees of the party and any individual provided for in the bylaws of
the state committee.

SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-11 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-11. State committee - Meetings - Organization

The state committee shall meet on or before July first of each odd-numbered

year The committee shall organize by selecting
as for the state committee and by adopting

ruIes and modes of ' * 7 rules and . " the selection
of state convention

Within thlrty days
foIIownng the state commlttees organlzatlon the newly elected chairman shall notify
the secretary of state of the names of the party officers selected.-

SECTION 9. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-14 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-14. - - - - - - party
convention.
1. The - - -
- party state committee shall set the
and time of the state convention to be held in each
election
to rules and the state convention

4+ a. Nominate the legal number of Z - electors for its party

for the offices of presidential electors.

2- b. Electthe required number of delegates and alternates to the national

party convention
fules.
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c. Endorse candidates as under subsection 2.

[ro

The candidate or candidates for endorsement or election must be declared
endorsed or elected the rules of the party- and
the chairman and secretary of the convention shall issue certificates of
endorsement as provided in section 16.1-11-06 or certificates of election.
The names of the - electors nominated for presidential
electors - - the party wishes to
place on the general election ballot must be certified by the chairman and
secretary of the convention to the secretary of state by four p.m. on the
sixtieth day before the general election to be placed upon the general
election ballot as provided in section 16.1-06-07.1.

SECTION 10. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-17 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-17. Political party reorganization after

If of the legislative assembly becomes effective after
the organization of political partles as prowded in this chapter and before the primary or
the general election, the -

Fhe-political parties, in the newly established precincts and districts, shall then
proceed to reorganlze as closely as possible in conformance with this chapter ard+n

. assure
W|th electlon deadlines.

SECTION 11. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-04-01 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-04-01. Precincts - Duties and responsibilities of the board of county
commissioners or the governing body of the city.

1. The board of county commissioners of each county:
4+ a. Shall divide the county into precincts and establish the precinct

boundaries, except that within the boundaries of any incorporated city,
the governing body of the city shall divide the city into precincts and
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establish their boundaries pursuant to title 40. Any number of
townships or parts of townships may be joined into a single precinct
provided that no precinct may encompass more than one legislative
district.

2 b. May alter the number and size of precincts within the county by
combining or dividing precincts. However, the governing body of any
incorporated city has the authority to alter the number and size of
precincts located within its boundaries. The board of county
commissioners may relinquish the jurisdiction provided under

~+subdivision a over all or any portion of a township or
townships under its jurisdiction to a city for the purpose of establishing
a voting precinct if a majority of the governing body of the city agrees
to assume such jurisdiction. The governing body of a city, by majority
vote, may return jurisdiction granted herein to the county and the
county shall accept that jurisdiction.

2. When- under subsection 1, a board of -

- in with the ora i
shall consult with and seek the and

| boundaries of the from of the
L within the the of the district
chairman of a a board of in
consultation with the or the ofa shall
consider to boundaries."

Page 6, after line 10, insert:

"SECTION 16. REPEAL. Sections 16.1-03-12 and 16.1-03-19 of the North
Dakota Century Code are repealed."

Renumber accordingly
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Roll Call Vote # /_

2013 SENATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
ROLL CALL VOTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. as (re) engrossed

Action Taken [ ] SENATE accede to House Amendments
[ ] SENATE accede to House Amendments and further amend
[ ] HOUSE recede from House amendments

Q HOUS/E?recede from House ameLdLments and amend as follows
efain all! amerdned=s, jopu pit- 500
e’ 7o Jecwt mamam of G /0/?&)‘574'
[] Unable to agree, recommends that the committee be discharged and
a new committee be appointed

Motion Made by: Seconded by:
Total Senate Vote ~ Total Rep. Vote
Vote Count Yes: No: Q‘ Absent:

Senate Carrier

LC Number of amendment 53 %

LC Number of engrossment




Roll Call Vote # /

2013 SENATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
ROLL CALL VOTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. as (re) engrossed

Senate

4
L_/t% Committee

Action Taken jZfSENATE accede to House Amendments

Motion Made by:

[ ] SENATE accede to House Amendments and further amend
[ ] HOUSE recede from House amendments

[] HOUSE recede from House amendments and amend as follows

[[] Unable to agree, recommends that the committee be discharged and
a new committee be appointed

Seconded by:

Total Senate Vote

Total Rep. Vote

Vote Count

Senate Carrier

LC Number

/ Shyre/ oo auses

No: Absent:

of amendment

LC Number

of engrossment




Roll Call Vote #

- —

2013 SENATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
ROLL CALL VOTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. ﬂ/;% as (re) engrossed

Action Taken [_] SENATE accede to House Amendments
[ ] SENATE accede to House Amendments and further amend
[] HOUSE recede from House amendments

ﬁHOUSE recede from House amendments and amend as follows

A
[] Unable to agree, recommends the committee be discharged and

a new committee be appointed

Motion Made by: __Seconded by:
Total Senate Vote Total Rep. Vote

Vote Count Yes: No: ,7? Absent:

LC Number of amendment

LC Number of engrossment




o o = D

Roll Call Vote # /

2013 SENATE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
ROLL CALL VOTES

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. 7,\73@9 as (re) engrossed

Senate . Committee
Action Taken [ ] SENATE accede to House Amendments

[ ] SENATE accede to House Amendments and further amend

[ ] HOUSE recede from House amendments

BﬁHOUSE recede from House amendments and amend as follows

/3. 8257, O30/

[] Unable to agree, recommends that the committee be discharged and
a new committee be appointed

Total Senate Vote Total Rep. Vote

Vote Count Yes: ( /2 No: ( 2 Absent:

Senate Carrier House Carrier 4 L
LC Number of amendment

LC Number of engrossment




Com Conference Committee Report Module ID: s_cfcomrep_70_001
April 19, 2013 12:33pm

REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
SB 2369, as reengrossed: Your conference committee (Sens. Schaible, Dever, Marcellais
and Reps. Kasper, Boehning, Zaiser) recommends that the SENATE ACCEDE to

the House amendments as printed on SJ pages 1242-1248 and place SB 2369 on
the Seventh order.

Reengrossed SB 2369 was placed on the Seventh order of business on the calendar.

(1) DESK (2) COMMITTEE Page 1 s_cfcomrep_70_001



Com Conference Committee Report Module ID: s_cfcomrep_74_003
April 25, 2013 3:55pm
Insert LC: 13.8257.03017

REPORT OF CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
SB 2369, as reengrossed: Your conference committee (Sens. Schaible, Dever, Nelson and
Reps. Kasper, Boehning, Amerman) recommends that the HOUSE RECEDE from
the House amendments as printed on SJ pages 1242-1248, adopt amendments as
follows, and place SB 2369 on the Seventh order:

That the House recede from its amendments as printed on pages 1242-1248 of the Senate

Journal and pages 1285-1291 of the House Journal and that Reengrossed Senate Bill
No. 2369 be amended as follows:

Page 1, line 1, after "to" insert "create and enact a new section to chapter 16.1-03 of the
North Dakota Century Code, relating to political party organization; to"

Page 1, line 1, after "sections" insert "16.1-03-01, 16.1-03-02, 16.1-03-03, 16.1-03-05,
16.1-03-07, 16.1-03-08, 16.1-03-11, 16.1-03-14, 16.1-03-17, 16.1-04-01,"

Page 1, line 2, after "to" insert "political party organization, voting precincts, and"

Page 1, line 2, remove "and"

Page 1, line 3, replace "eligibility for minor political parties" with "; and to repeal sections
16.1-03-12 and 16.1-03-19 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to political
party organization"

Page 1, after line 4, insert:

"SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 16.1-03 of the North Dakota Century
Code is created and enacted as follows:

r - allowed to nominate statewide and -
candidates.

A o - not endorse candidates or have candidates
for vice statewide or office
as set forth in unless the
1. to all of this
2. Had on the ballot at the last election the names
of a set of electors to the election of the
candidate for and vice a candidate for a
candidate for or a candidate for of state and
those candidates for or
of state received at least five of the total vote cast for
the office of or ;
of state within this state at that election and to all
of this or
3. Fileda with the - of state - - - the number of
electors under section 16.1-11-30 to to endorse
candidates or to have candidates to be included on the
election ballot in a consolidated column or on a election ballot.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-01 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

(1) DESK (2) COMMITTEE Page 1 s_cfcomrep_74_003



Com Conference Committee Report Module ID: s_cfcomrep_74_003
April 25,2013 3:55pm
Insert LC: 13.8257.03017

16.1-03-01. Precinct caucus to elect precinct committeemen - Time and
manner of holding - Caucus call - Notice.

1. Each - district shall - - in conformance with the state
district boundaries as established the
and as set forth under 54-03.
2. On or before May fifteenth following the last preceding general election, a

party caucus must be held by every election precinct at a site within or
reasonably close to the precinct in the manner provided in sections
16.1-03-01 through 16.1-03-03.

2:3. The legislative district chairman of each party shall - the
date and time for the precinct caucus - :
- — o If there is not a district chairman in a
the state executive committee - issue the call
for the caucus. The call must contain the following:

a. Name of party.

b. - district and number or name.

c. Date of caucus.

d. Place of caucus.

e. Hours of caucus.

f. A statement of the business to be conducted, including the election

of precinct committeemen and such other as may
be provided by state law and district party

g. The name of the district chairman if there is not a district
* the member of the state executive committee issuing
the call.

34. Thedistrict chairman if there is not a district the state
executive committee shall provide ten days' published notice in the
official newspaper in circulation within each precinct in the district. The
notices must contain that information set forth in subsection 23. The

. - - information required by this section for
all precincts in the district be included in one notice for publishing
purposes.

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-02 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-02. Who may participate in and vote at caucus.
1. Only those pessensindividuals who are qualified electors pursuant

teunder section 16.1-01-04 may vote or be elected as committeemen or
officers at the precinct caucus.

2. Only those who either voted or affiliated with the party
at the last general election or intend to - -affiliate with the party and
vote withthe ' at the next -election may vote at the precinct
caucus.

3. In case the right of a- individual to participate at the caucus is
challenged, the question of the right to participate
must be decided by a vote of the whole caucus. individual so
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Com Conference Committee Report Module ID: s_cfcomrep_74_003
April 25,2013 3:55pm
Insert LC: 13.8257.03017

challenged may not vote on the question of the right
to participate in the caucus, and a two-thirds vote of the whole caucus is
required to exclude a- individual from participation.

4. individual may not vote or participate at more than one
precmct caucus in any one year.

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-03 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-03. - —Political parties entitled to
elect committeemen.

1.

2= NoA political organization is entitled to elect a precinct committeeman at
its precinct caucus unlessif:

a. The organization nominated and had printed on the ballot at the last
preceding general election the names of a set of presidential electors
pledged to the election of the party's candidates for president and
vice president or a candidate for governor, attorney general, or
secretary of state; and

b. The candidates provided for in subdivision a received at least five
percent of the total vote cast for presidential electors or for governor,
attorney general, or secretary of state within this state at that
election.

3-2. Each political party in each voting precinct of this state, otherwise
qualifying under subsection 21, is entitled to elect one precinct
committeeman for each two hundred fifty votes, or of a fraction
thereof, cast for the party's presidential electors, governor, attorney
general, or secretary of state in the precinct in the last general election.
Each precinct is entitled to at least one precinct committeeman for each
party which qualifies under subsection 21. Each precinct committeeman
must be an elector of the precinct in which the committeeman resides
and must be elected for a two-year term.

3. Ifa = - desires to - * under this but has
not as in subsection 1, the elect one
1 committeeman for each in the district.

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-05 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-05. Vacancies in office of precinct committeeman - Filling.
A vacancy in the office of precinct committeeman, which occurs after the

organization of the district committee, ___ befilled by appomtment from the
precnnct by the dlstrlct executive committee of the party.-

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-07 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
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16.1-03-07. Meeting of district committee - Organization.

1.

[ro

2:3.

4.

In every odd-numbered year, the district committee of each party shall
meet within fifteen days after the precinct caucus provided for in section
16.1-03-01. The day, hour, and site must be set by the existing district
committee chairman. incumbent members of the

from the the precinct committeemen of a party, selected
as provided by this chapter, withand any other pessensindividual provided
for by the district committee's bylaws

constitute the district committee of the party. The district

committee of a party must be organized to coincide with the geograpbhical
boundary lines of state legislative districts. Each member of any
committee provided for in this chapter must be a qualified elector-ard

ehosen.

The
- committeemen and the incumbent
members of the from the district shall select the
officers of the district committee. The officers as
the district need not be precinct committeemen;

however, all the officers must be voting members of the district
committee. The district committee shall forward to the state
committee the name and contact information of the district
committee chairman.

&
g - - district committee - - an executive committee
i x with the of the district
commlttee That party's nominees for and members of the legislative
assembly Yoo serve as members of the executive
committee.
If the office of chairman becomes vacant, the
be filled as the district
The of the state committee or state : not include
directives or for the method of the
of district committees nor the state committee or state
take action or district

which is not consistent with this

SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-08 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
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16.1-03-08. State committee - Membership.

The state committee of each party consists of the chairman of each of the
district committees of the party and any - provided for in the bylaws
of the state committee.

SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-11 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-11. State committee - Meetings - Organization—

The state committee shall meet on or before July first of each odd-numbered
year. The commlttee shall organize by selecting -
i ol o e as -for- the state committee and by
adopting rules and modes of rules and
the selection of state convention

Within thirty
days following the state commlttees organlzatlon the newly eIected chairman shall
notify the secretary of state of the names of the party officers selected. Fhese

SECTION 9. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-14 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-14.
party convention.
1. The -
- party state committee shall
setthe and time of the state convention to be held in each
election
to rules and the state convention
4 a. Nominate the legal number of - electors for its

party for the offices of presidential electors.

2= b. Electthe required number ofdelegates and alternates tothe natlonal
party convention

fules.
3
c. Endorse candidates as - under subsection 2.
2. The candidate or candidates for endorsement or election must be

declared endorsed or elected the rules of the party
irvoived, and the chairman and secretary of the convention shall issue
certificates of endorsement as provided in section 16.1-11-06 or
certificates of election. The names of the electors
nominated for presidential electors-

(1) DESK (2) COMMITTEE Page 5 s_cfcomrep_74_003



Com Conference Committee Report Module ID: s_cfcomrep_74_003
April 25, 2013 3:55pm
Insert LC: 13.8257.03017

eandidate the party wishes to place on the general election ballot must
be certified by the chairman and secretary of the convention to the
secretary of state by four p.m. on the sixtieth day before the general
election to be placed upon the general election ballot as provided in
section 16.1-06-07 1.

SECTION 10. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-17 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-17. Political party reorganization after

If ) _ of the Iegislative assembly becomes effective
after the organization of political parties as provided in this chapter and before the
prlmary or the general election, the

auditor

Fhe-political parties, in the newly established precincts and districts, shall thep
proceed to reorganlze as closely as possible in conformance with this chapter ard-ir
- - assure
with electlon deadllnes

SECTION 11. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-04-01 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-04-01. Precincts - Duties and responsibilities of the board of county
commissioners or the governing body of the city.

1. The board of county commissioners of each county:

4+ a. Shall divide the county into precincts and establish the precinct
boundaries, except that within the boundaries of any incorporated
city, the governing body of the city shall divide the city into precincts
and establish their boundaries pursuant to title 40. Any number of
townships or parts of townships may be joined into a single precinct
provided that no precinct may encompass more than one legislative
district.

2 b. May alter the number and size of precincts within the county by
combining or dividing precincts. However, the governing body of any
incorporated city has the authority to alter the number and size of
precincts located within its boundaries. The board of county
commissioners may relinquish the jurisdiction provided under
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“4subdivision a over all or any portion of a township or
townships under its jurisdiction to a city for the purpose of
establishing a voting precinct if a majority of the governing body of
the city agrees to assume such jurisdiction. The governing body of a
city, by majority vote, may return jurisdiction granted herein to the
county and the county shall accept that jurisdiction.

2. When under subsection 1, a board of
in with the ora
shall consult with and seek the and
boundaries of the from of the
within the the of the district

chairman of a a board of in
consultation with the or the ofa shall
consider to boundaries."

Page 6, after line 10, insert:

"SECTION 16. REPEAL. Sections 16.1-03-12 and 16.1-03-19 of the North
Dakota Century Code are repealed."

Renumber accordingly

Reengrossed SB 2369 was placed on the Seventh order of business on the calendar.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SB 2369 February 14, 2013

Add: “This Act is declared to be an emergency”.



ALVIN A. JAEGER PHONE (701) 328-2900
SECRETARY OF STATE FAX (701) 328-2992

.)ME PAGE www.nd.gov/sos E-MAIL sos@nd.gov

SECRETARY OF STATE
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

600 EAST BOULEVARD AVENUE DEPT 108
BISMARCK ND 58505-0500

February 14, 2013

TO: Sen. Dever, Chairman, and Members of the Senate Government and Veterans' Affairs Committee
FR: Jim Silrum, Deputy Secretary of State, on behalf of Al Jaeger, Secretary of State
RE: SB 2369 — Political Party Organization and Political Party Ballot Access
This bill creates a new chapter that would govern the organization of a political party. It replaces Chapter
16.1-03 (attached) that is repealed by Section 6. The new chapter would require a political party to be
organized in at least half of the state's legislative districts and file bylaws with the Secretary of State in
order to be considered a statewide party eligible for a column in a primary election.

. Sections 2 - - 5. These changes are related to the design of the primary election ballot. As part of
the testimony, examples are provided as to how a ballot appears under current law and how it would
appear with the adoption of this bill.

We request your favorable consideration and a do pass recommendation.
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CONSOLIDATED PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT

PRIMARY ELECTION, JUNE 12, 2012

1n .
To vote tor the candidate of your choice, you To vote for the candidate of your choice, you To vote for the candidate ot your choce, you
must darken the oval ( @ ) opposite thename | must darken the oval { @ ) opposite the name  must darken the oval { @ ) opposite the name
ofthe candidate. ofthe candidate. ofthe candidate.
To vote fora person whose name is notprinted | To vote for a person whose name is not printed  To vote for a person whose name is not printed
2 . on the ballot, write that person's name in the on the ballot, wiite that person's name in the on the ballot, write that person’s name in the
blank space provided for that purgo‘ese and blank space provided for that pur&o:e and blank s%?ge provided for that purpose and
darken the oval ( @ ) opposite the space darken the oval { @ ) opposite the space darken the oval (@D ) Owosng'go\e space
provided. provided. provided.
United States Senator United States Senator United States Senator
Vote for no more than ONE name Vote for no more than ONE name Vote for no more than ONE name
Candidate Candidate *Z=*  Candidate
g
Representative in Congress Representative in Congress Representative in Congress
Vote for no more than ONE name Vote for no more than ONE name Vote for no more than ONE name
Candidate —  Candidate —  Candidate
' Candidate ‘> Candidate
- State Senator
District 1
«Hl State Senator State Senator Vote torno more than ONE name
District 1 District 1
Vote for no more than ONE name Vote tor no more than ONE name
<
<l — Candidate <" Candidate State Representative
| District 1
— Vote forno more than TWO names
<« = |
State Representative State Representative i
District 1 District 1 |
Votefor no more than TWO names Vote forno more than TWO names | |
— — Governor and Lt. Governor
= Candidate <~ Candidate Vote for no more than ONE set of names
<=+ Candidate = Candidate —
P State Auditor
- Vote for no more than ONE name
e =)
« Governor and Lt. Governor Govemor and Lt. Governor State Treasurer
Vote for no more than ONE set of names Vote tor no more than ONE set of names Vote for no more than ONE name
—  Candidate —  Candidate —
& Candidate & Candidate
Insurance Commissioner
Vote for no more than ONE name
[— [ —
State Auditor State Auditor Public Service Commissioner

Vote for no more than ONE name

<~ Candidate

State Treasurer
Vote for no more than ONE name

Candidate

Vote for no more than ONE name

‘Z=>  Candidate

—

State Treasurer
Vote tor no more than ONE name

Candidate

Votefor no more than ONE name

Insurance Commissioner
Vote for no more than ONE name

<= Candidate

e

Public Service Commissioner
Vote for no more than ONE name

Candidate

T

M)

Insurance Commissioner
Vote for no more than ONE name

Candidate

L

)

Public Service Commissioner

Vote for no morethan ONE name

«Z»  Candidate

T

01-01 +
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MM | s ornommoakora T= ] TEMPLATE COUNTY 3 B Gy of Tomplate N
" »:. TS Mayor
NO-PARTY E City ofT!mpIate

To vole for the candidate of
must darken the oval (@
name of the candidate.

Tovutelorapmsonwmsemmelsno(
rinted on the baliot, write that pe on's name
n the blank space pravided for that purpose
anddarke theoval{ @ )opposite the
space provided,

ur choice, you
opposite the

Vote for n0 more than ONE name

+Z"  Candidate

This ballot contains four statewide measures.
Constitutiona) Measures No. 1, No. 2. and No. 3
were red by the 2011 Leg
ly. Referendum Measure No. 4 was
placedunme baliot bythe2011 La slative
embly. These measures are be
submitted to the voters of Norih Dal tor their

approval or cton Vote by darkeni
o o e sither ?t{w %S’

Councll Member

oval (@D )
'NO'( lomngptggs summary of each quasihm

City of Template
Superintendent of Public Instruction Vote for no more than ONE name ( Con;!‘ic!\mom Rmsm No. 1 %
Vote for nomore than ONE name 7014 Session Laws, Chapler 515)
[ -2+ Candidate This constitutional measure would amend and
ge'kgdseclmsdmmeIVomeNm’hd
— akota Constituti
Justice of the Supreme Court - pronib he ppoinnentof a member of he
Vote for 1Dyea|;en8NE Leu e bly 10 a state office for which
ote for no more than ONE hame Commissloner g fon wes I Easeﬁv‘“ 1 an amount
City of Template pmwded stn ﬂmg mate employees during tha
<> Candidate Vote for no more than ONE name
and) -+ Candldate v YES - means you approve the
measure as summarized above.
Judge ofthe Diskrict Court : = NO -means you reject the measure
Judiclal District - ' gssummarized abo?é
“Judgeshlp Number 1 M
uniclpal Judge
Vote for no more than ONE name . 'Clty of Tfnmplg:‘%
L— 'ote for no more than name Initiated Constitutional
27+ Candidate WMeasure No. 2
— e This initlated constitutional measure would
-~ —  Candidate amend sections 1, 4, 14, 15, and 16 of Adicle X
ofthe North Dakota Constitution and repeal
County Commissloner e sections5,6,7,9, and 10 of that same ariicl,
Vote for no more than TWO names aﬂA hxej , poll laxesz.oam!The
. acreage !a)ﬂ. ective January 1, 2012,
*—+ Candidate Park Board Member measure w‘g::d require the Lagis(allve Assembly
City of Template o replace lost revenue to cities, counties,
o fownships, schoo! districts, and other po!mcal
- Vote for no more than ONE name subdivisions with allocations ofva s
o siate-level !axe:o an&gmrrevenues. mb;ut
N e restictions on how these ravenues may
Candidate spen by the potical subdvisions,
County Commissioner [y
District 1
chool rd Member Ly - means you epprove
Vote for no more than ONE name School Board M —,  YES the
Public Schools measure as summarized above.
<= Candldate Vote for no more than ONE name «Z”:  NO - means youreject the measute
as summarized above.
+ZZ  Candldate 27 Candldate
= — Intiated Constitutional
= = Measure No. 3
Director, Southwest Water Authorit This nftated consiftional measure would add
Vote for no more than ONE name y w&”m&gmg&m&mm
—_ burden a [?erson 's or refigious organization's
‘=" Candldate religious liberty. The rj to act of refuse lo act
in 8 manner mofi ivatad a sincerely held
— rehg;ous behei may not be bus unless the
R nt proves it has competling
gove: rm%emall interest in Intnngug; 'he specvﬁc
Director, Garrison Diversion act o retusal o act and has used the least
(:onservancgNE burden includes Indirect burdens such as
Vote for no more than ONE name withholding benefils, assessing PWWBS‘
exciusion from programs or access to Iacnlnles *
2 Candldate «7=- YES -mea s you approve the
measure as sunwnarized above.
= =+ NO -means you reject the measure
as summarized above.
County Official New. T
Vmu:gym mora than O n?uem
<" New York Times Reterendum Moasure No. &
;\&;sovetevew%n mﬁu{:gl %qs Senate Blﬂl
as pass islative Assembly in
the Nove%\ags 1 sgeclal (D
Laws, Chamer 580) te Bill 2370 repsaled
the North D: ry
Code wNeh required the University of North
Dako(a o 086 e Fighting Sioux rickname and
logo.
T YES -meansyou e Senate
Bill 2370, thestfect of which would
allow the Unlversl%_ol North Dakma
fo discontinue the Fighting Si
nickname and
W+ NO -means you re]ecl Senae Bill
2370, and would require the
University of North Dakota to use the
Fighting Sioux nickname and logo.
2 T] Ciy of Template T Spit Name FI T Tpoiseooispor
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CONSOLIDATED PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT

PRIMARY ELECTION, JUNE 12, 2012

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA GRAND FORKS COUNTY

David Waterman

Marie Strinden
Eliot Glasshelm

ScotKelsh

Randy Christmann

Bible Baptist Church

County Commissioner
Vote for no mors than TWO names

John M Schmisek
Cory J Solem
CynthiaL Pic

Kenneth Vein
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+ PRIMARY ELECTION, JUNE 12, 2012

[B] | STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

m

GRAND FORKS COUNTY ] Bible Baptist Church N

This four measures.
Measure No. 1 was appmvad the 2011
Legisiative Assembly. Constitu Measures No.
- S 2and No. 3werep|anedonmbalothymmauvs
Jay Smith ion and Measure No. 4by a referendum .
56 Measures are beingsu bmitted to the voters

» Vicki Ericson of North Dakata for their approval or rejection. Vote

- b‘ysdg‘rkm%urml(g )nemomewom
_— b or lowing theexplanation of
== EricBurin measure.

Conetttuona! Measure No.1
Kelly Hogness (House Conmn!m Resolution No. 3)“7. 20m
3
Roland Riemers e LM.! WWH o
Margaret Brack reenactsection 6 of Attica IV ol the Nom[a;m

Cory Solem 1 sol ofice forwhich he

Roger Pohiman legislatveincrease prmvided to fu Sme state
employees during the member's tamm of office.
Eric Lunn

) . YES -means gou approve the measure
as sumnariz

] - NO -means ve;actmemsuaas
‘ 220 shove,

- summart
Inltisted Constitutonal Measure No.2

This initiated constituional measure would amend
sectons 1,4, 14, 15, and 160l Artide X of theNorth
Oskota Constution and repeal sections 5, 6, 7,9,
and 10 of that same artide, efiminating mpeny
taxes, poll taxes, and acreage jaxes,
Jaruuary1 2012. The measure woud require me
Legisiative Assembly to replace lost revenue to cities,
counties, townships, school districas, and other
politca) subdvigons with aflocations of various
me(evallaxesandwmmem& without

on how these revenues may be spent by
the poi'mwbdwdons

.—.  YES -means you approve the measure
e as summarized above.
- NO -means mem)ectmemeasumas
— summarized above.
Initlsted Conetiilional Measure No. 3
‘This initiated consttutional Measure would 3dd a new
secon fo Article | o the North Dakota Constitution

y8

ldleigwsboﬁelma mthebuvﬁemd
unlesze %asawmpelﬁng
mteresm specific act o
m?usdmadmdnuummebm means
fofurther Aburden
burdens such as withholding benefiis, assessing
ﬂenajhas or en exclusion from programs or accass to

.~ YES -means you approve the measure
as stated above,

——, NO -means you reject the measureas
stated above.

Referendum Messure No. 4

This maaem:m ng;ssu;e concems Se?"a‘l’e Bal 2370
as pesse tive Assembly
Noveni:er 011 special session (Sessien Laws,
Chapter 580). Senate Biil 2370 'epealedsemn
15-10-46 of the North Dakota Century Cods, which

red the University of North Oakota to use the
Fighting Stoux nickname andlogo.

<=+  YES . means you approve Senate Bil
zﬂomaﬂeﬁyﬁw&mmmwm
University of North Dakota to discontinue
the Fighting Sioux nickname and logo.
<+ NO -means re)ectSenmamm
&dwuid Smr:’t__ri;‘ niversiryo
ota to use
nickname and logo. g S
School District Measure 1

Shall Grand Forks Public Schoot District No, 1,
County of Grand Forks, State of North Dakota,

., YES -Msans you approvethe measure
as wmhag?hova

NO - Means you reject the measure as
summarized above.
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- To vate for the candidate of your choice, you must darken the oval ( @8 ) next to the name of the candidate.

[ ] mgtgr%g glgrr?k“l‘; nv;t.xose nama Is not printed on the baliot, you must darken the oval { @ ) next o the blank fine providad and write that parson's
- 2 -

- B0 e o

| Rick Berg Heidi Heitkamp

[ Duane Sand

|

- S e DY ‘f:
[ 22 Shelly Angen

- .

I ..

. e
| "> Bret Anderson

|

|

|

|

| .

[ Marie Strinden

| <+ Eliot Glassheim

|

N .. .

|

L A8 ONReR SNl | . . Ryan M Taylor

= = Jack Dalrymple & Ellen Chaffee i
| & Drew Wrigley Joshua Voytek
'

|

L e

| Robert R (Bob) Peterson

|

|

|

|

| . . *f < Tom Potter

- = '

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

=
|

|

|

|

| h

— Official Baliot All ballo otthan those use

- GRAND FORKS COUNTY to vote absentee, must first be

0006-01 initialed by apprapriate election Initials
[ ] June 12, 2012 officials in order to be
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[ sateornormnoakota = Il | GRANDFORKS COUNTY F | Bitle Baptist Church N

Tovots ormecamﬁdateo(yourdmce you
nmsl% oval ( @ ) next to the rame

Rl 2and No. “g ;ere plao;d ongm I::?:lby Initiative
and Measure No. 4 by a refarandum pamn
Jay Smith g measures are being s!bnimd to the vote
of North Dakota for thelr approval or rejection. Vo!e
+ VickiEricson %m% oval (@ ) et o the word
following the explanation of each
> Eric Burin measurs.

To vote for a pefscn
you must damen me oval

Fﬂ. nextlothe anklme rovided and

wita that person's name on the blank fine.

— Constitutional Measure No.1
«.2>  Kelly Hogness {House Concurrent Resal ution No, 3047,2011

> MaxLaird <22 Roland Rlemers Seaslon Laws, Chapter 515)
> Kirsten Baesler ¢
> Tracy Potter

This constitufonal measure would amend and

* Margaret Brack Concbon. e messu woukl poRA D

Cory Solem Lm&&'?ﬁmﬂmﬁm Y
Increased in an amourt greater than sny genafa!

Rerr Pohiman mﬁﬁm member:‘ term of uﬂios

ErlcLunn
.~ YES- msqnsyw approve the measure
as

~—, NO -means you reject the measure as
-~ summanmdnme

initiated Constitutions! Measure No. 2

This initiated constitubonal measure wouk! amend
sections 1, 4, 14, 15, and160“\nidexdlheNom
Dakota Conatitution and ropeal sections 5, 6,7, 9,
and 10 ofthatsame articte, efminating property
taxes, poll taxes, and acreage taxes, effective
January 1,2012. The measure would require the
egisiaty replace lost revanue to cities,
digtricte, and other

restrictions on how these revenues may be spent by
the pofitical subdivisions.

— rove the measure
X — asmmdmrmaw
-—, NO - means you reject the measure as
John M Schmisek < Simmanzsdahove.
Intiated Constitutional Measure No. 3
R m
Cory J Solel msm—mwﬁ;‘:wﬂmuwﬂnm
- section to Adicle 1 of the d ota Constitstion
_— Cynthia L Pic stating, "Govemment may not burden a persan's of
— religlous organization's refigious Eberty.

mavrelmmwham:?umxgdbz ya

y tefigious m rdaned

) unje srs%e qmvmm proves ﬂu a compeifing

- Plras arrison Dive - refusal 1o & has vsed tho leest restictve means
to further lhm Interest. A burden includes Indirect
burdens suchas wi benafits, asseasing
penalties, oran exciusion from programs or access to
facites®

.—~,  YES -means you approve the measure
— as staled above.

— NO - means you reject the measure as
stated above.

Reterendum Measure No. 4
This relerendum measure concems Senate Bil 2370
passsd by me Legsiative inthe
ion Laws,

11 spedal session (Sesst
Chapxet 580) Senata BRI2370 repealed section
15-10-4 60fthe North Dakote Century Code, which
required the University of North Dakota to use the
Fighting Siouxnidname and logo.

™ YES -means you epprove Senale Bit
2370, the effect of which would ailow the
University of North D akota to discontiue
the Fighting Sioux nidwiame and logo.
< NO - meens you reject Senate Bill 2370, -
andwouldremrlmﬂmUmvershdeom
Dakota to use the Fighting Sioux
nickname and logo.
School District Measure 1
ShallGrnd Forks Public Sthool Distict No .1,
Count oiGrnndFoqutmmNomDam

mﬁ a record of the proceedi
d In moﬁww&el mwwasnu

.=~ YES -Means you approve the measure
— assuma}izeﬁubm.

S - e
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CHAPTER 16.1-03
PARTY COMMITTEE ORGANIZATION

16.1-03-01. Precinct caucus to elect precinct committeemen - Time and manner of
holding - Caucus call - Notice.
On or before May fifteenth following the last preceding general election, a party caucus
must be held by every election precinct at a site within or reasonably close to the
precinct in the manner provided in sections 16.1-03-01 through 16.1-03-03.
The legislative district chairman of each party shall issue the call for the precinct
caucus at least twenty days before the time set for holding the caucus and the call
must contain the following:

ik

2.

3.

~P000TOD

Name of party.

Precinct number or name.

Date of caucus.

Place of caucus.

Hours of caucus.

A statement of the business to be conducted, including the election of precinct
committeemen and such other persons as may be provided by state law and
party rules.

The name of the district chairman issuing the call.

g.

The district chairman shall provide ten days' published notice in the official newspaper
in circulation within each precinct in the district. The notices must contain that
information set forth in subsection 2. The district chairman may include the information
required by this section for all precincts in the district in one notice for publishing
purposes.

16.1-03-02. Who may participate in and vote at caucus.

Only those persons who are qualified electors pursuant to section 16.1-01-04 may
vote or be elected as committeemen or officers at the precinct caucus.

Only those persons who either voted or affiliated with the party at the last general
election or intend to vote or affiliate with the party at the next general election may vote
at the precinct caucus.

In case the right of a person to participate at the caucus is challenged, the question of
the person's right to participate must be decided by a vote of the whole caucus. A
person so challenged may not vote on the question of the person's right to participate
in the caucus, and a two-thirds vote of the whole caucus is required to exclude a
person from participation.

No person may vote or participate at more than one precinct caucus in any one year.

1.

2.

3.

4.

16.1-03-03. Caucus business and elections - Political parties entitled to elect
committeemen.
Each precinct caucus shall elect a chairman, committeemen as provided in subsection
3, and other officers as may be provided by party rules. The caucus may also discuss
party policies, candidates, and any other business as prescribed by party rules.
No political organization is entitled to elect a precinct committeeman at its precinct
caucus unless:

1.

a.

The organization nominated and had printed on the ballot at the last preceding
general election the names of a set of presidential electors pledged to the
election of the party's candidates for president and vice president or a candidate
for governor, attorney general, or secretary of state; and

The candidates provided for in subdivision a received at least five percent of the
total vote cast for presidential electors or for governor, attorney general, or
secretary of state within this state at that election.

Each political party in each voting precinct of this state, otherwise qualifying under
subsection 2, is entitled to elect one precinct committeeman for each two hundred fifty
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votes, or fraction thereof, cast for the party's presidential electors, governor, attorney
general, or secretary of state in the precinct in the last general election. Each precinct
is entitled to at least one precinct committeeman for each party which qualifies under
subsection 2. Each precinct committeeman must be an elector of the precinct in which
the committeeman resides and must be elected for a two-year term.

16.1-03-04. Candidates elected at caucus - Tie vote - Canvassing vote.
Repealed by S.L. 1997, ch. 189, § 12.

16.1-03-05. Vacancies in office of precinct committeeman - Filling.

A vacancy in the office of precinct committeeman, which occurs after the organization of the
district committee, must be filled by appointment from the precinct by the district executive
committee of the party. Notice of the appointment must be given to the county auditor.

16.1-03-06. District committee of political party - How constituted.
Repealed by S.L. 1997, ch. 189, § 12.

16.1-03-07. Meeting of district committee - Organization.
1. In every odd-numbered year, the district committee of each party shall meet within
~fifteen days after the precinct caucus provided for in section 16.1-03-01. The day, hour,
and site must be set by the existing district committee chairman. The precinct
committeemen of a party, selected as provided by this chapter, with any other persons
provided for by the district committee's bylaws and as the district committee

designates, constitute the district committee of the party. The district committee of a

party must be organized to coincide with the geographical boundary lines of state

legislative districts. Each member of any committee provided for in this chapter must

be a qualified elector and must retain the office the member was elected to until a

successor is chosen. The district committee shall organize by:

a. Selecting a chairman, vice chairman, secretary, and treasurer chosen by the
district committee. The officers selected need not be precinct committeemen;
however, all the officers must be voting members of the district committee.

b. Adopting rules and modes of procedure not in conflict with law.

c. Filing any vacancies in the office of precinct committeeman pursuant to section
16.1-03-05.

d. Selecting an executive committee consisting of five or more persons chosen from
the district committee. The chairman, vice chairman, treasurer, and secretary of
the district committee must be members and the officers of the executive
committee. That party's nominees for and members of the legislative assembly
may also be members of the executive committee.

2. If the office of chairman becomes vacant, the vice chairman shall hold the office until
the next regular election for the office or until a new chairman is selected by the district
committee for the balance of the term, whichever occurs first.

16.1-03-08. State committee - Membership.
The state committee of each party consists of the chairman of each of the district
committees of the party and any person provided for in the bylaws of the state committee.

16.1-03-09. Proxies permissible - Exception.
Repealed by S.L. 1997, ch. 189, § 12.

16.1-03-10. Member of committee to be qualified elector - Term of member.
Repealed by S.L. 1997, ch. 189, § 12.
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16.1-03-11. State committee - Meetings - Organization - Vacancies.

The state committee shall meet on or before July first of each odd-numbered year. The
committee shall organize by selecting a chairman, vice chairman, secretary, and treasurer and
by adopting rules and modes of procedure. The party's bylaws must be filed with the secretary
of state. The officers elected need not be members of the committee, but they shall become
voting members of the committee after their election. Within thirty days following the state
committee's organization, the newly elected chairman shall notify the secretary of state of the
names of the party officers selected. These officers, with any other persons provided for by the
party's bylaws and as the state committee designates, constitute the executive committee of the
state committee. If the office of chairman becomes vacant, the vice chairman holds the office
until the next regular election for the office or until a new chairman is selected by the state
committee for the balance of the term, whichever occurs first. A vacancy in an office of the state
committee, other than chairman and a party district chairman, must be filled upon a majority
vote of the state committee. The chairman of the state committee may temporarily fill any
vacancy existing on the state committee until the state committee convenes to fill the vacancy.
The secretary of state must be notified of any changes in membership of the state's committee
officers.

16.1-03-12. Meeting of district committee to elect delegates to state party convention -
Optional precinct caucus - Proxies.

Prior to the sixtieth day before the primary election in each election year and upon the call
of the chairman, the district committee of each state legislative district shall meet at a place
designated by the chairman to elect delegates to a state party convention to be held as provided
in this chapter. If the bylaws of the state legislative district so provide, precinct committeemen
may call a precinct caucus prior to the district meeting to elect additional delegates to attend the
district meeting. Delegates to the state convention must be elected as provided by the state
party's bylaws. Delegates to the state convention must be electors of their district.

16.1-03-13. When state party convention held.
Repealed by S.L. 1997, ch. 189, § 12.

16.1-03-14. When state party convention held and duties of state party convention.
The state party conventions must be held in each presidential election year at a place and
time designated by the party state committee. The state party convention provided for in this
chapter shall:
1. Nominate the legal number of candidates for its party for the offices of presidential
electors.
2. Elect the required number of delegates and alternates to the national party convention
as provided by the party's bylaws or national party rules.
3. Conduct other business as shall come before the convention.
The candidate or candidates for endorsement or election must be declared endorsed or elected
pursuant to the rules of the party involved, and the chairman and secretary of the convention
shall issue certificates of endorsement as provided in section 16.1-11-06 or certificates of
election. The names of the candidates nominated for presidential electors with the surname of
the presidential candidate the party wishes to place on the general election ballot must be
certified by the chairman and secretary of the convention to the secretary of state by four p.m.
on the sixtieth day before the general election to be placed upon the general election ballot as
provided in section 16.1-06-07.1.

16.1-03-15. Expenses of delegates to national conventions.
Repealed by S.L. 1987, ch. 247, § 1.

16.1-03-16. Filling vacancy occurring in office of national committeeman or

committeewoman.
Repealed by S.L. 1997, ch. 189, § 12.
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16.1-03-17. Political party reorganization after apportionment.

If apportionment of the legislative assembly becomes effective after the organization of
political parties as provided in this chapter and before the primary or the general election, the
secretary of state shall establish a timetable for the reorganization of the parties as rapidly as
possible before the ensuing election. When the timetable is established, the secretary of state
shall notify all the county auditors of the timetable and of the details of the legislative
apportionment as it affects each county. The secretary of state or county auditor may not require
reorganization of precincts in which boundaries are unchanged after apportionment by the
board of county commissioners or the governing body of the city pursuant to chapter 16.1-04.
Each county auditor shall publish a notice in the official county newspaper containing:

1. A statement that legislative apportionment has occurred.

2. A description and a map of the new legislative districts and the precincts as
established by the governing bodies of the counties and cities in the county, pursuant
to section 16.1-04-01.

3. The date, time, and places of the precinct caucuses and district committee meetings
determined by the secretary of state and the county auditor to be necessary according
to the new districts and precincts established.

The political parties, in the newly established precincts and districts, shall then proceed to
reorganize as closely as possible in conformance with this chapter and in conformance with the
timetable established by the secretary of state.

16.1-03-18. Unfair and corrupt election practices applicable to chapter.
Repealed by S.L. 1997, ch. 189, § 12.

16.1-03-19. Organizations allowed to nominate statewide and legislative candidates.

A political organization may not endorse candidates or have candidates petition for
president, vice president, Congress, statewide office, or legislative office as set forth in chapter
16.1-11, unless the organization:

1. Had printed on the ballot at the last preceding general election the names of a set of

presidential electors pledged to the election of the party's candidate for president and
vice president, a candidate for governor, a candidate for attorney general, or a
candidate for secretary of state and those candidates for presidential electors,
governor, attorney general, or secretary of state received at least five percent of the
total vote cast for presidential electors, the office of governor, attorney general, or
secretary of state within this state at that election; and

2. Organized according to all requirements of this chapter; or

3. Filed a petition with the secretary of state as set forth in section 16.1-11-30.

16.1-03-20. Political parties may conduct presidential preference caucuses.
Repealed by S.L. 2009, ch. 181, § 1.
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February 21,2013
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2369
Page 1, line 1, remove "to create and enact chapter 16.1-03.1 of the North Dakota Century Code;"
Page 1. line 2, remove " relating to political party committee organization; "
Page 1, line 4, remove the second "and"
Page 1, line 4, remove the second "to"
Page 1, remove lines S and 6
Page 1, remove lines 8 through 23
Page 2, remove lines 1 through 15
Page 7, remove line 17

Renumber accordingly
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ALVIN A. JAEGER PHONE (701) 328-2900
SECRETARY OF STATE FAX (701) 328-2992

‘ME PAGE www.nd.gov/sos E-MAIL sos@nd.gov

SECRETARY OF STATE
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

600 EAST BOULEVARD AVENUE DEPT 108
BISMARCK ND 58505-0500

March 14, 2013

TO: Rep. Kasper, Chairman, and Members of the House Government and Veterans' Affairs Committee
FR: Jim Silrum, Deputy Secretary of State, on behalf of Al Jaeger, Secretary of State

RE: SB 2369 - Ballot Access for Political Parties

The changes proposed in this bill are related to the design of the ballot used for the primary portion of the

June election. As part of this testimony, examples are being provided as to how a ballot appears under
current law and how it would appear with the adoption of this bill.

Section 1, 1, lines 17 20: The changes improve the readability of the ballot instructions for
the voter. Airre
Section 1, 2, lines 4 18: The changes better utilize the space on the ballot by moving the

format of the precinct identification text boxes that are currently located in the bottom right corner.

Section 2, -3, lines 5 - 13 and lines 16 - - 21: The changes allow the placement of the

. instructions to the voter on the primary election ballot to be moved to a location where it will be seen more
easily by the voters. The changes also improve the readability of the instructions for the voter advising
him or her that they cannot vote for candidates of more than one political party.

Section -~ _lines 23 - - 26: A political party who has gained ballot access for the primary
election portion of the ballot for their respective political party through the petition process by securing
7,000 signatures will be allowed to list on. the ballot only the offices for which they have identified
candidates.

Section 5, lines 3 6: Toreconcile state law, as is now the standard for an election held in
the presidential election cycle, any political party that received at least five percent of the vote in the non-
presidential election for certain offices may organize according to the requirements of chapter 16.1-03.

Section 4, . lines 22 and 23: Under current law, a candidate for the office of president on the
general election ballot, which is not associated with a recognized in-state political party that had ballot
access in the June election, is allowed to have his or her name on the ballot linked to a national political
party. That is, if they secure the signatures of at least 4,000 North Dakota electors on the candidate's
nominating petition. However, since the candidate’'s name is not usually known until closer to the general
election, the national political party does not have enough time to secure the necessary signatures.
Therefore, this change allows a national political party to circulate petition to secure the necessary
signatures and the general election ballot access for a presidential candidate associated with their
political party without first having an identified candidate.

Section - . - - lines 6 - - 8. The changes clarifies state law regarding the qualification of the
presidential electors for presidential candidates that have gained ballot access through the circulation of
petitions in that the electors must be qualified North Dakota electors.

. We request your favorable consideration and a do pass recommendation.



TN
-

ol
I
<l
ol

_+_I

CONSOLIDATED PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT
PRIMARY ELECTION, JUNE 12, 2012

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA CASS COUNTY Oivet Lutheran Church
REPUBLICAN DEMOCRATIC-NPL CONSTITUTION
ATTENTION! ATTENTION! ATTENTION!
READ BEFORE VOTING READ BEFORE VOTING READ BEFORE VOTING
You may vote for the candidates of only one | You may vote for the candidatesof ~ one You may vote for the candidates of only one

political party at the primary election. !f you
cast votes in more than one party column
and vote for candidates of more than one
political party, your political party ballot will
be rejected.

To vote for the candidate of your choice, you!
must darken the oval ( @® ) opposite the
name of the candidate.

To vote for a person whose name is not
printed on the ballot, write that person's
name in the biank space provided for that
purpose and darken the oval ( @ )opposite
the space provided.

poitical party at the primary election. | you
cast votes in more than one party column
and vote for candidates of more than one
polttical party, your potitical party ballot will
be rejected.

To vote for the candidate of your choice,
must darken the oval ( @ ) opposite the
name of the candidate.

To vote for a person whose name is not
printed on the ballot, write that person's ‘
name in the blank space provided for that
purpose and darken the oval ( @ )opposite
the space provided.

party at the primary election. it you

votes in more than one party column

and vote for candidates of more than one
party, your political party ballot will

To vote for the candidate of your choice, you
must darken the oval ( @ ) opposite the
name of the candidate.

To vote for a person whose name is not
printed on the ballot, write that person's
name in the blank space provided for that
purpose and darken the oval ( @ )opposite
the space provided.

United States Senator
Vote for no more than ONE name

(-}

Rick Berg

<>  Duane Sand

(-}

Representative in Congress
Votefor nomore than ONE name

United States Senator
Vote for no more than ONE name
<> Heidi Heitkamp

Representative in Congress
Vote forno more than ONE name

<> PamGulleson

United States Senator
Vote forno more than ONE name

(-]

Representative in Congress
Vote forno more than ONE name

(-]

Governor and Lt Governor
Vote for no more than ONE set of names

<>  Brian P Kalk > (-]
<>  Kevin Cramer Governor and Lt. Governor State Auditor
o Vote for no more than ONE set of names Vote for no more than ONE name
) Ryan M Taylor & ')
Ellen Chaffee
Governorand Lt. Governor State Treasurer
Vote for no more than ONE set of names Vote forno more than ONE name
< JackDalrymple & ')
Drew Wrigley
State Auditor Insurance Commissioner
Voteforno more than ONE name Vote for no more than ONE name
() <> Scot Kelsh ()
State Auditor ) Public Service Commissioner
Vote forno more than ONE name - Vote for no more than ONE name
<> Robert R (Bob) Peterson State Treasurer -}
Votefor no more than ONE name
-} <>  Ross Mushik
State Treasurer )
Votefor nomore than ONE name —
<> Kelly Schmidt Insurance Commissioner

Insurance Commissioner
Vote for no more than ONE name

<>  Adam Hamm

-]
Public Service Commissioner
Votefor no more than ONE name

<> Randy Christmann

Ityou voted In this column, you
ng’t vote In another pomicaiy ey
column,

Voteforno more than ONE name
<> Tom Potter

Public Service Commissioner
Votefor no more than ONE name

<> Brad Crabtree

It you voted in this column, you may
nolt vote in another political party's
column.

1 you voted in this column, you may
not vote in another political party's

VOTE BOTH SIDES

All ballots, other | Official Ballot
than those used | CASS COUNTY

to vote absentee, 1101-00 |
must first be June 12, 2012
initialed by
appropriate

election officials
in order to be

counted. Initials

Qiivet Lutheran Church
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PRIMARY ELECTION, JUNE 12, 2012

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA CASSCOUNTY Oivet LutheranChurch
LIBERTARIAN NO-PARTY BALLOT Commissioner
ATTENTION! argo
READ BEFORE VOTING Tovote for the candidate of your choice, VatE ek romere han THO rames

ou may vote for the candidates of only one  you must darken the oval ( @ ) opposite

party at the primary election.
votes in more than one party column
nd vote for candidates of more than one
party, your political party ballot will be

o vote for the candidate of your choice, you
darken the oval { @ ) opposite the
ame of the candidate.

o vote for a person whose name is not
rinted on the ballot, write that person's
ame in the blank space provided for that
urpose and darken the oval ( @ )opposite
he space provided.

United States Senator
Vote for no more than ONE name

Representative in Congress
Vote for no more than ONE name

Eric Olson

Governorand Lt. Governor
Vote for no more than ONE set of names

Roland Riemers

State Auditor
Vote for no more than ONE name

State Treasurer
Vote for no more than ONE name

Insurance Commissioner
Voteforno more than ONE name

Public Service Commissioner
Vote for no more than ONE name

Joshua Voytek

Hyouvobed In this column, you may
notvote in another political party's
column,

the name of the candidate.

To vote for a person whose name is not
printed on the ballot, write that person's
name in the biank space provided for that
purpose and darken the oval ( @ )
opposite the space provided.

Superintendent of Public Instruction
Vote for no more than ONE name

Max Laird

<>  Kirsten Baesler

Tracy Potter

Justice of the Supreme Court
Votefor no more than ONE name

<>  Daniel J Crothers

Judge of the District Court
East Central Judicial District
Judgeship No. 6
Vote for nomorethan ONE name

Lisa Fair McEvers

Dave Piepkorn
Anthony Gehrig
Melissa Sobolik

Mike Williams

Municipal Judge

argo
Vote for no more than ONE name

> Steve Dawson

Judge of the District Court
East Central Judicial District
Judgeship Number 8
Vote for no more than ONE name

<> JohnClrby

County Commissioner
District 1
Votefor no more than ONE name

Rocky Schneider

Chad M Peterson

<>  Frank Edwin Anderson
<> Steven Sprague

<>  Billy Nustad

County Commissioner
District 3
Votefor no more than ONE name

Ken Pawluk

County Commissioner
District 5
Vote for no more than ONE name

<> Marty Johnson
<>  Craig Hakanson
<> Brandy L Pyle
>  Mike Bice

>  Mark Weston

< >  Mary Scherling

<> Earl Erdmann

Park Board Commissioner
Fargo Park
Vote for no more than TWO names

Ryan Bergseth
Joel Vettel
Dan Dumas

Barb Johnson

School Board Member
Fargo School District #1
Vote for no more than FOUR names

Jordan Franzen
David Gibb Il
Brandi Malarkey

Lillian Jones

~>  Marty Livingood

John Strand

Jim Johnson

Paul Meyers
JJGordon

James *Jim" Ebsen

Robin Nelson

VOTE BOTH SIDES

OlivetLutheran Church
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CONSOLIDATED PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT
PRIMARY ELECTION, JUNE 12, 2012

Olivet Lutheran Church

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA CASS COUNTY
Reterendum Measure No. 4
MEASURES BALLOT This referendum measure concerns Senate

This ballot contains four measures.
Constitutional Measure No. 1 was approved
by the 2011 Legis/ative Assembly.
Constitutional Measures No. 2 and No. 3
were placed on the ballot by initiative
petition and Measure No. 4 by a referendum
petition. These measures are being
submitted to the voters of North Dakota for
their approval or rejection. Vote by
darkening the oval ( @ ) opposite
either the word “YES' or "NO"
following the explanation of each
measure.

Constitutional Measure No. 1
(House Concurrent Resolution No. 3047,
2011 Session Laws, Chapter 519)

This constitutional measure would amend
and reenact section 6 of Articie IV of the
North Dakota Constitution. This measure
would prohibit the appointment of a
member of the Legislative Assembly to a
state office for which the compensation
was increased in an amount greater than
any general legislative increase providedto
full-tme state employees during the
member's term of office.

YES - means you approve the

—2 measure as summarized above.

NO -means you reject the
measure as summarized above.

Bill 2370 as passed by the Legislative
Assembly in the November 2011 special
session (Session Laws, Chapter 580).
Senate Bill 2370 repealed section 15-10-46
of the North Dakota Century Code, which
required the University of North Dakotato
use the Fighting Sioux nickname and logo.

<>  YES - means you approve
Senate Bill 2370, the effect of
which would aflow the University
of North Dakota to discontinue
the Fighting Sioux nickname and
logo.

> NO .means you reject Senate
Bill 2370, and would require the
University of North Dakota to use
the Fighting Sioux nickname and
logo.

Initiated Constitutional
Measure No. 2

This initiated constitutional measure would
amend sections 1,4, 14, 15, and 16 of
Atticle X of the North Dakota Constitution
and repeal sections 5, 6, 7, 9, and 10 of
that same article, eliminating property
taxes, poll taxes, and acreage taxes,
effective January 1, 2012. The measure
would require the Legislative Assembly to
replace ost revenue to cities, counties,
townships, schoal districts, and other
political subdivisions with aflocations of
various state-level taxes and other
revenues, without restrictions on how these
revenues may be spent by the political
subdivisions.

< > YES -means you approve the
measure as summarized above.
< > NO - means you reject the

measure as summarized above.

Initiated Constitutional
Measure No. 3

This initiated constitutional measure would
add a new section to Articie | of the North
Dakota Constitution stating, “Government
may not burden a person's or religious
organization's religious liberty. The right to
act or refuse to actin a manner motivated
by a sincerely held religious befief may not
be burdened unless the government
proves it has a compelling governmental
interest in infringing the specific act or
refusal toact and has used the least
restrictive means to further that interest. A
burden includes indirect burdens such as
withholding benefits, assessing penalties,
or an exclusion from programs or access to
facilities."

YES - means you approve the
measure as stated above.

> NO - means you reject the
measure as stated above.

Olivet Lutheran Church

City Measure No. 1

INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS
INCLUDING FLOOD PROTECTION -

ONE-HALF PERCENT SALES, GROSS
RECEIPTS AND USE TAX PROPOSAL

Shall Article 3 of the Home Rule Charter of
the City of Fargo be amended to authorize
collection of a one-half of one percent
(1/2%) municipal sales, gross receipts and
use tax to commence January 1, 2013 for a
period of twenty (20) years to expire on
December 31, 2032, and to be utiized by
the City of Fargo for such infrastructure
improvements including flood protection as
the goveming body of the city may select,
all as provided in the Notice of Proposed
Home Rule Charter Amendment as
published in THE FORUM on the 9th day
of April, 2012.

YES - Means you approve the
measure as summarized above.

D

— NO - Means you reject the
measure as summarized above.

City Measure No. 2
PUBLICATION OF CITY COMMISSION
MINUTES

Shall the city publish the minutes of its
goveming body in the official city
newspaper for the next four years?

YES - Means you approve the

D)
S measure as summarized above.

— NO - Means you reject the
measure as summarized above.

School District Measure No. 1
PUBLICATION OF GOVERNING BODY
MINUTES

Shall the school district publish the minutes
of its governing body in the official
newspaper of the school district?

— YES -you approve the measure
" as summarized above.

Ali baliots, other| Official Ballot
~—— NO -yourejectthemeasureas than those used | CASS COUNTY
" summarized above. to vote absentee, 1101-00

must firstbe
initialedby
appropriate
election officials
in order to be
counted.

June 12, 2012

Initials
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

L= & |

CONSOLIDATED PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT
PRIMARY ELECTION, JUNE 12, 2012

GRANO FORKS COUNTY

BibleBaphsiChurch

ATTENTION! READ BEFORE VOTING POLITICAL PARTY BALLOT

In a PoliticalParty Primayy Eiection, you may only vote for candidates of prie poktical party. This batlot contalns four pofitcal parties; orie in each of

the firsttwo columns and two In the third column. If you vote in
however, all other votes on the No Party and Measures Ballots will still be counted.

one political party’s section, your Political Party Balfo! will be rejected;

To vote for the candidate of your choice, you must darken the oval ( @B ) next to the name of the candidate.

Tovotefora
name on the blank line.

50N whose name is not printed on the ballot, you must darken the oval ( @® ) next to the blank line provided and write that person’s

United States Senator
Vote for no more than ONE name

United States Senator

Representative in Congress
Vote for no more than ONE name

Vote for no more than ONE name

Rick Berg
Duane Sand

Heidi Heitkamp <> Doug Sunde

Governor and Lt. Governor

Representative in Congress
Vote for no more than ONE set of names

Vote for no morethan ONE name

Brian P Kalk
Kevin Cramer

Governor and Lt. Governor
Vote for no morethan ONE get of names

<> Jack Dalrymple

& Drew Wrigley

State Auditor
Vote for no more than ONE name

<> Robert R (Bob) Peterson

Kelly Schmidt

Insurance Commi;

Pam Gulleson Shelly Angen
(- -l
State Senator State Auditor
District 18 Vote for no more than ONE name
Vote for no more than ONE name
> Bret Anderson
<> Connie Triplett (e

Representative in Congress
Vote for no more than ONE name

Eric Olson
Eliot Glassheim

Governor and Lt. Governor
Votefor no more than ONE set of names

0000

<> Roland Riemers
(-

Public Service Commissioner
Votefor no more than ONE name

Governor and Lt. Govemor
Yotefor no more than ONE set of names

Ryan M Taylor
& Ellen Chaffee

> Joshua Voytek

State Auditor
Votefor no morethan ONE name
<> Scot Kelsh
State Treasurer

Vote for no morethan ONE name

<> Ross Mushik
()

Insurance Commissioner

Votefof no more than ONE name

Vote for no more than ONE name

Adam Hamm

)
-

(-}

Public Service Commissloner
Vote for no morethan ONE name

<> Tom Potter

Public Service Commissioner
Vote for no morethan ONE name

<>  Brad Crabtree

<> Randy Christmann (]
O
NOTICE: You may vote in one politica! party’s section.
Official Ballot
All ballots, other than those used
GRAND %ggs'(g1COUNw to vote absentee, must firstbe

June 12, 2012

initialed by appropriate election

officials in order to be counted. Initials

Bible Baptist Church

GFS



STATE OFNORTH DAKOTA

NO PARTY BALLOT

To vote for the candidate of your choice, you
must darken the oval { @ ) next to the name
of the candidate.

To vote for a person whose name is not
onthe ballot, you must darken the oval
next to the blank line provided and

write that person's hame on the blank line.

Superintendent of Public Instruction
Vote for no more than ONE name

<> Max Laird
<> Kirsten Baesler
Tracy Potter

Justice of the Supreme Court
Votefor no more than ONE name

GRAND FORKS COUNTY

School Board Member
Grand Forks School District
Vote for no more than FOUR names

PRIMARY ELECTION, JUNE 12, 2012

MEASURES BALLOT

<> Daniel J Crothers

Judge of the District Court
Northeast Central Judicial Distrlct

. No.
Vote for no more than ONE name

<> Karen K Braaten
(-

County Commissioner
Vote for no more than TWO names

<> John M Schmisek
<> CorydJ Solem
Cynthia L Pic

0

00

Director, Garrison Diversion

Conservanc
Vote for no more than ONE name

<> Kenneth Vein
(e}

Bible Baptist Church

<> Jay Smith
<> Vicki Ericson
Eric Burin

Kelly Hogness
Roland Riemers
Margaret Brack
Cory Solem
Roger Pohiman
Eric Lunn

This ballot conlains lourmeasures. Consfitulionat
Measure No. 1 was approved by the 2011
Legislafive Assembly. Constilutional Measures No.
2 and No. 3 were placed on Ihe balio! by initialive
peliion and Measure No. 4 by a reterendum petifion.
These measures are being submilied fo the volers
of North Dakota lor their approval or rejection. Vole

measure.

Conslitulional Measure No. 1
(House Concurrent Resolution No. 3047, 2011
Session Laws, Chapler 519)
This measure would d
reenact section 6 ol Article IV ofthe North Dakota
Constitulion. This measure would prohibit the
appoiniment of a member of the Legslative Assembly
fo a stale office lor which the compensation was
increased in an amouni greater than any generaf
legislative increase provided 1o lull-time state
employees during the member's term of office.

YES - means you approve the measure
as summarized above.

NO - means rejeci ihe measure as
ahove

Inltiated Constitutional Measure No.2

This inisialed constilutional measure would amend
seclions 1.4, 14, 15, 3nd 16 of Aide X of the Norh
ODakota Constiutionand repeal sectons 5.6, 7, 9,
and 10 of thal same arkcle, ekminaing properly
taxes, polt laues, and acreage lazes, efie cove
Januaty 1, 2012. The measure would requirethe
Legislative Assembly to replace fosi revenue 1o cities,
counties, townships, school districls, and other
poliical subdivisions with allocations of various
state-lgvel taxes and other revenues, without
restricions on how these revenues may be spent by
the political subdivisions.

YES - means you approve the measure
(o 2s summanz| nboeg.
— NO - means you rejec! the measure as
2 summanzed aj
Initraled Conslitutional Measure No.3
This initiated constitutional measure would add a new
seclion 1o Article | of the North Dakota Consfitution
slating, "Goverrunent may not burden a person's or
religious organization's refigious kberly. The right fo
acl or refuse 1o acl in a manner motivaled by a
sincerely held religious belief may not be burdened
unless the govemment proves it has a compelling
govermentalinlerestin infringing the spacfic act or
refusalto act and has used1he leas! restrictive means
fofurtherthat inferest. A burden includes indirect
burdens such as withholding benefils, assessing
periatlies, or an exclusion from programs or access lo
facilities.”

YES - means you approve ihe measure
as slaled above.

NO - means you reject the measure as
slated above.

Relerendum Measure No. 4
This referendum measure concems Senate Bilt 2370
as passed by the Legisialive Assembly in the
November 2011 special session (Session Laws,
Chapter 580). Senale Bill 2370 repealed section
15-10-46 of the Notlh Dakota Cenluiy Code. which
required the University of Nodh Dakota o use the
Fighting Sioux nickname and logo.

YES - means you approve Senale Bill
2370, the effect of which would aliow the
University of North Dakota lo discontinue
the Fightng Sioux nickname and logo.

NO -means you reject Senate Bill2370,
and would require Ihe Universily of Noith
Dakota fo use the Fighling Sioux
nickname and

School Dislrict Measure 1

Shall Grand Forks Public School Districi No. 1,
County of Grand Forks, State ol North Dakota,
publish a record of the proceedings of the school
board in the official newspaper of the school district
forthe succeeding two years?

YES -Means you approve the measure
as summarized above.

NO -Means you reject the measure as
summarized above.

GFS
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“+ CONSOLIDATED PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT
PRIMARY ELECTION, JUNE 12, 2012
] STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA GRAND FORKS COUNTY Bible Baptist Church
I - Bl ATTENTION! READ BEFORE VOTING POLITICAL PARTY BALLOT NO PARTY BALLOT
In a Political Party Primary Election, you may only vote for candidates of one poitical party. This
|| ballot contains two political parties; one in each of the firsttwo columns. Hf yau vote inmorethan To vole for the candidate of your choice, you
0N@ PONBCA ..., Section, your Pofical Party Bahlot will be rejected; however, all other votes on  Must darken the oval ( @B ) nexttothe name
| (e No Party and Measures Balcts wil stll be counted. ofthe candidate.
Tovotefora person whose name is not printed
[ 1
L g‘oe vcc;t: J%ra ttr: candidate of your choice, you mustdarkenthe oval ( @ ) nextto the name of :""a’:‘hﬁ:ﬁgg:é ayr?k“"”::r%‘i;;ﬁ%ﬂ ‘a'r‘;%@g M )
- To voteé‘orglgel:s‘on whos_ed:damedis not %inlea onthe ballot yo#ﬂmgst z‘i(al_vken the oval { @ ) Pl 3 5
B ;, W "exttotheblankine provided and write that person's name on ank fine. Superintendent of Public Instruction
== Vote for no more than ONE name
| Max Laird
- United States Senator Unhted States Senator Kirsten Baesler
(] Vote for no more than ONE name Vote for nomorethan ONE name Tracy Potter
| <>  RickBerg Heidi Heltkamp
| <> Duane Sand Justice of the Supreme Court
—_ Vote for no more than ONE name
L — Representative In Congress
[ Votefor no more than ONE name <> Daniel J Crothers
N . Em Pam Gulleson (-
HN Bl <> BrianPKak Judge 81 the District Court
- Northeast Central Judicial District
Il .Bl <> KevinCramer State Senator Judgeship No. 2
) =) vote Dlstrki:' 1SONE Vote for no more than ONE name
ote for no more than name
I .. Stalte Sienator <> Karen K Braaten
District 18 = i
- Vote for no more than ONE name — Conwnle Triplett =
L S County Commissioner
Voteforno more than TWO names
L < David Waterman State Representative
- = Vote for nomorethanTWOnames <= John M Schmisek
- State Representative <> Cory J Solem
District 18 — :
| T o (hEL WO e —>  Marie Strinden <> Cynthial Pic
N .. N <> Eliot Glassheim (-
| <> Dane J Ferguson (-} o
| | ([e>) () Director, Garrison Diversion
. (= Vote for name
L Governor and Lt. Govemor <= Kenneth Vein
[ Vote for no morethan ONE set of names <> Ryan MTaylor )
| <> Jack Dalrymple SENeh Grsfise
= & Drew Wrigley
L State Auditor
[ State Audttor Vote for no more than ONE name
[ Vote forno more than ONE name <> Scot Kelsh
| <> Robert R (Bob) Peterson (-]
— < State Treasurer
[ St TIeae e Vote for no more than ONE name
[ Vote for no more than ONE name <> Ross Mushik
. Kelly Schmidt o
- Insurance Commissioner
] AETanCe o ioner Votefor no more than ONE name
[ Vote for no more than ONE name > Tom Potter
L] Adam Hamm o
- Public Service Commissioner
Vote for no more than ONE name
L Public Service Commissioner
] Vote for no more than ONE name <>  Brad Crabtree
| <> Randy Christmann (->)
| (]
|
|
|
[
|
|
| | NOTICE: Youmayonly vote in one political party's section.
| _—
Official Ballot
All ballots, other than those used
| GRAND FORKS COUNTY to vote absentee, must first be
0006-01 initialed by appropriate election Initials
| | June 12, 2012 officials in orderto be counted. .
] Bible Baptist Church GFS Typ 015640006 Sp101
+ ©E laction Systems & Software, Inc. 1881, 2002 +



School Board Member

Grand Forks School District
Vote for no more than FOUR names

<> Jay Smith
<> Vicki Ericson
<> Eric Burin
Kelly Hogness
<> Roland Riemers
Margaret Brack
Cory Solem
Roger Pohiman
Eric Lunn

PRIMARY ELECTION, JUNE 12, 2012

Thisbaliol

measures. C

Measure No. 1 was approved by the 2011
Legislative Assembly. Constitulional Measures No
2and No. 3 were placed on the ballot by initiative
petition and Measure No.4 by a referendum pelition.
These measutes are being submilied fo the volers
ol North Dakota for their approval or rejecton. Vote
bydarkening the oval ( @ ) next lo the word
*YES® or *NO" following the explanation of each
maasure.

Constitutional Measure No. 1
(House Concurrent Resofulion No. 3047, 2011
Session Laws, Chapter 519)
This constitulional measure would amend and
reenact section 6 of Article IV of the Noril Dakota
Constilution. This measure would prohibil the
appoiniment of a member of the Legislalive Assembly
10 a state office for which th was
increased in an amount grealer than any general
legislative increase prowvided lo lull-ime stale
employees durng the member's term of office.

YES -meansyou approve the measure
as summarized above.
NO - rejeclthe measure as

Iniliated Conslilutional Measure No. 2

This initiated conslilutional measure would amend
sections 1, 4, 14, 15, and 16 of Arlicle X of the North
Dakola Constitution and repeal seclions 5. 6, 7, 9,
and 10 ofthatsame arlicle, eliminating property
laxes, poll laxes, and acreage laxes, effeciive
January 1, 2012. The measure would require the
Legislative Assembly lo replace lost revenue 1o cities,
counlies, townships, school distrcts, and olher
political subdivisions wilh allocations ol various
slate-level taxes and other revenues, without
restiictions on how these revenues may be spenl by
Ihe paliticatsubdivisions.

YES - means you approve the measure
as summarized above.

NO - the measure as

Iniliated Constitutional Measure No. 3
This iniliated constilulional measure would add a new
section to Article | of the North Dakola Conslitution
staling, "Government may not burden a person's ot
religious organization's religious liberty. The right lo
act or refuse lo act in a manner molivated by a
sincerely hetd religious belief may nol be burdened
unless the govemmenl proves it has a compelling
govemmental interest in infringing the specific acl or
refusalloact and has used the least restiiclive means
fo furher thatinteresl. A burden includes indirect
burdens such as wilhholding benelils, assessing
penallies, or an exclusion from programs or access lo
facilities."

YES - means you approve the measure
as slated above.

NO - means you reject the measure as
slated above.

Referendum Measure No.4
This referendum measure conce ms Senate Bill2370
as passed by the Legisiative Assembly inthe
November 2011 special session {Session L.aws,
Chapter 580). Senale Bill 2370 repealed section
15-10-46 of the North Dakola Century Code, which
required the Universily of North Dakola to use the
Fighling Siouxnickname andiogo.

YES - meansyou apprave Senate Bill
2370, the effect of which would allow the
University of North Oakota lo discontinue
the Fighting Stoux nickname and fogo.

School District Measure 1

Shall GrandForks Public School DistrictNo. 1,
County of Grand Fouks, Stale of North Dakola,
publish a record ol the proceedings of the school
board in Ihe official newspaper of Ihe school dislrict
lor the succeeding two years?

YES - Means you approve the measure
assummaiizedabove.

NO - reject lhe measure as

+ +
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13.8257.03010 SECOND ENGROSSMENT

Sixty-third
Legislative Assembly
of North Dakota

REENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2369

Introduced by

Senators Dever, Schaible

A BILL for an Act to 3 new to of the North Dakota

16.1-03-14. 16.1-04-01. 16.1-06-04. 16.1-11-22. 16.1-11-30, and 16.1-12-02 of

the North Dakota Century Code, relating to and

primary election ballot access- - - - - and to sections
of North Dakota to

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 16.1-03 of the North Dakota Century Code is created

1. ‘to all of this

Page No. 1 13.8257.03010



Sixty-third
Legislative Assembly

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT Section 16.1-03-01 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as

16.1-03-01. Precinct caucus to elect precinct committeemen - Time and manner of

holding - Caucus call - Notice.

23.

On or before May fifteenth following the last preceding general election, a party
caucus must be held by every election precinct at a site within or reasonably close to
the precinct in the manner provided in sections 16.1-03-01 through 16.1-03-03.

The legislative district chairman of each party shall time

the following:
a. Name of party.
b.

Date of caucus.
d. Place of caucus.
e. Hours of caucus.

A statement of the business to be conducted, including the election of precinct

The name of the district chairman a

member of the state committee issuing the call.

Page No. 2 13.8257.03010



29
30
31

Sixty-third
Legislative Assembly

circulation within each precinct in the district. The notices must contain that information

set forth in subsection 23. The information required

publishing
SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-02 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-02. Who may participate in and vote at

16.1-01-04 may'vote'or be elected as committeemen or officers at the

general election or intend to affiliate with the and with the at
the next election may vote at the precinct caucus.

In case the right of individual to participate at the caucus is challenged, the
question of the right to participate must be decided by a vote of

may not vote or participate at more than one precinct caucus

in one year.

amended and reenacted as follows:

Political parties entitled to elect
committeemen.

1.

political organization is entitled to elect a precinct committeeman at its precinct

caucus

a. The organization nominated and had printed on the ballot at the last preceding

general election the names of a set of presidential electors pledged to the

Page No. 3 13.8257.03010
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Sixty-third
Legislative Assembly

32,

election of the party's candidates for president and president or a candidate

for governor, attorney general, or secretary  state; and

The candidates provided for in subdivision a received at least five percent of the

total vote cast for presidential electors or for governor, attorney general, or

secretary of within this state at that election.
Each political party in each voting precinct of this state, otherwise under
subsection 21, is entitled to elect one precinct committeeman for each two hundred
fifty votes, or a fraction thereof, cast for the party's presidential electors,
governor, attorney general, or secretary of state in the precinct in the last general
election. Each precinct is entitled to at least one committeeman for each party
which qualifies under subsection 21. Each precinct committeeman must be an elector
of the precinct in which the committeeman resides and must be elected for a two-year
term.

ifa desires to under but as

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 16 the Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-05. Vacancies in office of precinct committeeman - Filling.

A vacancy in the office of precinct committeeman, which occurs after the organization of the

district committee, be filled by from the precinct by the district executive

committee of the party.

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-07 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-07. Meeting of committee - Organization.

1.

In every odd-numbered year, the district committee of each party shall meet within
fifteen days after the precinct caucus provided for in section 16.1-03-01. The day,
hour, and site must be set by the existing district committee chairman.

incumbent members of the precinct committeemen of a party,

selected as provided this chapter, any other provided for
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the district committee of the party. The district committee of a party must be organized
to coincide with the geographical boundary lines of state legislative districts. Each

member of any committee provided for in this chapter must be a qualified elector-eng-
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SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-08 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-03-08. State committee - Membership.

The state committee of each party consists of the chairman of each of the district
committee.

SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-11 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

thirty days following the state committee's organization,
the newly elected chairman shall notify the secretary of state of the names of the party.officers

selected.

amended and reenacted as follows:
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0o N O o A~ W N -

"
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
2
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
8il

Sixty-third
Legislative Assembly

convention.

offices of presidential electors.

Elect the required number of delegates and alternates to the national party

secretary of the convention shall issue certificates of endorsement as provided in
section 16.1-11-06 or certificates of election. The names of the
nominated for presidential electors
the party wishes to place on the general election ballot must be certified by
the chairman and secretary of the convention to the secretary of state by four p.m. on
the sixtieth day before the general election to be placed upon the general election
ballot as provided in section 16.1-06-07.1.
SECTION 10. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-17 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-03-17. Political party reorganization after
If of the legislative assembly becomes effective after the
organization of political parties as provided in this chapter and before the primary or the general

election, the
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Fhe political parties, in the newly established precincts and districts, shall ther-proceed to

deadlines.

SECTION

with

AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-04-01 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-04-01. Precincts - Duties and responsibilities of the board of county

commissioners or the governing body of the city.

board of county commissioners of each county:
Shall divide the county into precincts and establish the precinct boundaries,

that within the boundaries of any incorporated city, the governing body of
the city shall divide the city into precincts and establish their boundaries pursuant
to title 40. Any number of townships or parts of townships may be joined into a
single precinct provided that no precinct may encompass more than one
legislative district.
May alter the number and size of precincts within the county by combining or
dividing precincts. However, the governing body of any incorporated city has the
authority to alter the number and size of precincts located within its boundaries.
The board of county commissioners may relinquish the jurisdiction provided
under all or any portion of a township or

townships under its jurisdiction to a city for the purpose of establishing a voting
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precinct if a majority of the governing body of the city agrees to assume such
jurisdiction. The governing body of a city, by majority vote, may return jurisdiction

granted herein to the county and the county shall accept that jurisdiction.

amended and reenacted as follows

16.1-06-04. Form and quality of ballots generally.

All official ballots prepared under this title must:

1.

Be printed on uniform quality and color of paper in an ink color suitable to make the
ballot clearly legible and compatible with the electronic voting system requirements
necessary to tabulate the votes.

Be of sufficient length to contain the names of all candidates to be voted for at that
election.

Have the language "Vote for no more than name (or names)" placed
immediately under the name of each office.

Have printed thereon "To vote for the candidate of your choice, you must darken the
oval eppesitenext to the name of thethat candidate. To vote for a person whose name
is not printed on the ballot, - _must darken the oval next to the blank line

and write that person's name tron the blank

Leave sufficient space for each office to write a name, or names, as the case may be,
in lieu of those printed on the ballot.

Immediately preceding and on the same line as the name of each candidate must be
printed an oval in which the voter is to mark the voter's choice by darkening the oval
next to the name of the candidate chosen.

Provide twe text boxes trat the bottom - - of the first side of the ballot.

The first text box at the bottom of the first column is to contain the words

- = = = 5 8 = =

b the name of the the name or
number of the and the date of the election." The seeoerd text box is to contain
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the words a L other than those used to vote ° must first
be initialed election officials in order to be counted"”,
The text box

at the bottom of the third column is to contain the word "initials"

a blank line where the judge or inspector shall initial the ballot.

Any precinct that uses an electronic counting machine may require the use of a particular
writing instrument to mark the ballot so the ballots may be properly counted.

The ballot must contain the names of all candidates, the contents of measures as required
by section 16.1-06-09, and the statements of questions to be submitted to the voters. The ballot
must be arranged in a manner and form approximating as far as possible the requirements of
this section.

SECTION 13. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-11-22 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-11-22. Primary election ballot - Form - Voters to vote for candidates of only one
political party.

At the primary election there may be only one ballot for all parties or principles. The ballot
must be in the following form:

1. The ballot must be entitled the "consolidated primary election ballot".

2. Each political party or principle having candidates at the primary election must have a

separate eelumnsection on the ballot.

3. Atthe head of each column must be printed the name of the political party or principle

which it represents.

4, - (& - the_columns the : ballot and

to the party names or principle titfetities must be printed: "Yeuln a Political

may vote for the candidates of erly one political party atihe-

This ballot contains the number of | or and a
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of where the ' or are to be found in the columns
below. If you : in more than one - - - - - —i
¥ : g , your 4

Ballot will be all votes on the No and Measure Ballots

will still be counted.”

5. Immediately below the warning against voting for candidates of more than one political
party must be printed: '"To vote for the candidate of your choice, you must darken the
oval eppesitenext to the name of thethat candidate. To vote for a person whose name

is not printed on the ballot, . - must darken the oval next to the blank line

and write that person's name ron the blank

6. The offices specified in section 16.1-11-26 must be arranged in each eelymasection
with the name of each office in the center of each political party eelumrsection at the
head of the names of all the aspirants for the office.

7. Immediately under the name of each office must be printed: "Vote for no more than

name (or names)."

8. Immediately preceding and on the same line as the name of each aspirant must be
printed an oval in which the voter is to mark the voter's choice by darkening the oval
next to the name of the candidate chosen.

9. The political party or principle which cast the largest vote for governor at the most
recent primary election at which the office of governor was voted upon must have the

Lsection, and the political party or principle casting the next largest
vote must have the - section, and so on.
The judges and the inspector of elections shall inform each elector at the primary, before voting,
that if the voter votes for candidates of more than one political party the voter's political party
ballot will be rejected.
SECTION 14. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-11-30 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:
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16.1-11-30. Separate eolumnsection on primary election ballot required for each
political party.

Any party that had printed on the ballot at the last preceding presidential election the names
of a set of presidential electors pledged to the election of the party's candidates for president
and vice president or a candidate for governor and those candidates for presidential electors or
governor received at least five percent of the total vote cast for presidential electors or the office
of governor within this state at that election; any party that had printed on the ballot at the last
preceding nonpresidential election a candidate for attorney general or secretary of state, and
the candidate received at least five percent of the total vote cast for the office the candidate was
seeking at the election; or any party that has organized according to all the requirements of
chapter 16.1-03 must be provided with a separate eelumasection on primary election ballots.

Any other political organization is entitled to endorse candidates or have candidates petition
to be included on the primary ballot in a g o section of
the consolidated election ballot, if a petition signed by at least seven thousand qualified
electors of this state is filed with the secretary of state before four p.m. of the sixtieth day before
a primary or special election, naming the political organization, stating the platform principles of

the party, and requesting the names of its candidates to be included on the state's primary ballot

ina : section. Political thatare ballot
access under this section are allowed ballot access - for those offices for which the
has identified candidates. of the means  which the petition is
the must be in the possession of the secretary of state before four p.m. on

the sixtieth day prior to a primary or special election. Candidates of that party are entitled to the
same rights and privileges as those of other parties. Petitions circulated according to this
section must be filed with the secretary of state in accordance with section 1-01-50.

A political organization that had printed on the ballot at the last preceding presidential
election the names of a set of presidential electors pledged to the election of the party's
candidates for president and vice president or a candidate for governor and those candidates

for presidential electors or governor received at least five percent of the total vote cast for

presidential electors or the office of governor within this state at that and
that has - on the ballot at the last ; - election a
candidate for - or - of - and the candidate received at least five
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i of the total vote cast for the office the candidate was - at the election are entitled

to organize according to the requirements of chapter 16.1-03.

SECTION 15. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-12-02 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-12-02. Certificates of nomination by petition - Form and contents.

Certificates of nomination for nominees for an office to be filled at a general or special
election, except for an office appearing on the no-party ballot, may be made as provided by this
section. Except for nominees for president of the United States, names of nominees so
nominated must appear on the ballot as independent nominations. The names of nominees for
president of the United States may appear on the ballot with a designation, not to exceed five
words, that names the organization or political party to which the presidential candidate
affiliates. The designation may not falsely indicate an affiliation with or the support of any
political party organized in accordance with this title or include any substantive word or phrase
that is profane or that is already included in or resembles the name of a political party entitled to
a separate column under section 16.1-11-30. Except for candidates for the office of president of
the United States, each certificate of nomination by petition must meet the specifications for
nominating petitions set forth in section 16.1-11-16. A or to
submit to the - of state the name of a - candidate for the office of the president
of the United States may begin gathering the signatures for the certificate of nomination on the
first day of January of a presidential election year and shall submit the petition to the secretary
of state before four p.m. on the sixtieth day before the general election. The signatures on the
petition must be in the following number:

1. Except as provided in subsection 3, if the nomination is for an office to be filled by the
qualified electors of the entire state, there must be no fewer than one thousand
signatures.

2. Ifthe nomination is for an office to be filled by the qualified electors of a district less
than the entire state, the number of signatures must be at least two percent of the
resident population of the district as determined by the most recent federal decennial
census, but in no case may more than three hundred signatures be required.

3. If the nomination is for the office of president, there must be no fewer than four

thousand signatures and the must contain the names of the and
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vice presidential candidates along with the names of the North Dakota presidential

electors selected from the qualified electors of North Dakota.

4. Ifthe petition is for the office of governor or lieutenant governor, it must contain the

names and other required information of candidates for both those offices.
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13.8257.03010 Prepared by the Legislative Council staff for
Title. Representative Kasper
April 2, 2013

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO REENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2369

Page 1, line 1, after "to" insert "create and enact a new section to chapter 16.1-03 of the North
Dakota Century Code, relating to political party organization; to"

Page 1, line 1, after "sections" insert "16.1-03-01, 16.1-03-02, 16.1-03-03, 16.1-03-05,
16.1-03-07, 16.1-03-08, 16.1-03-11, 16.1-03-14, 16.1-03-17, 16.1-04-01,"

Page 1, line 2, after "to" insert "political party organization, voting precincts, and"
Page 1, line 2, remove "and"

Page 1, line 3, replace "eligibility for minor political parties" with "; and to repeal sections
16.1-03-12 and 16.1-03-19 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to political party
organization"

Page 1, after line 4, insert:

"SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 16.1-03 of the North Dakota Century Code
is created and enacted as follows:

allowed to nominate statewide and - - candidates.

A = not endorse candidates or have candidates
for vice : statewide or office as set forth
in « unless the -

I~

to all - of this

2. Had + on the ballot at the last « election the names

of a set of electors to the election of the
candidate for and vice a candidate for a
candidate for or a candidate for of state and
those candidates for or

of state received at least five of the total vote cast for

the office of or
of state within this state at that election and to all
of this or

Filed a + with the * of state - = the number of electors

under section 16.1-11-30 to to endorse candidates or to
have candidates to be included on the election ballot in a
consolidated column or on a _election ballot.

|0

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-01 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
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16.1-03-01. Precinct caucus to elect precinct committeemen - Time and
manner of holding - Caucus call - Notice.

1.

[N

Each - « district shall - «in conformance with the state
district boundaries as established the
and as set forth under 54-03.

On or before May fifteenth following the last preceding general election, a
party caucus must be held by every election precinct at a site within or
reasonably close to the precinct in the manner provided in sections
16.1-03-01 through 16.1-03-03.

The legislative district chairman of each party shall - the
date and time for the precinct caucus .

& H == = - If there is not a district chairman in a
: the state executive committee - issue the call
for the caucus. The call must contain the following:

a. Name of party.

b. + district and * number or name.
c. Date of caucus.

d. Place of caucus.

e. Hours of caucus.

f. A statement of the business to be conducted, including the election of
precinct committeemen and such other , ' as may be
provided by state law and district party

g. The name of the district chairman if there is not a district
the member of the state executive committee issuing the call.

The district chairman  if there is not a district the state
executive committee shall provide ten days' published notice in the official
newspaper in circulation within each precinct in the district. The notices
must contain that information set forth in subsection 23. The district

- - information required by this section for all
precincts in the district be included in one notice for publishing
purposes.

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-02 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-02. Who may participate in and vote at caucus.

il.

Only those personsindividuals who are qualified electors :
section 16.1-01-04 may vote or be elected as committeemen or officers at
the precinct caucus.

Only those who either voted or affiliated with the party
at the last general election or intend to affiliate with the party and
vote with the _ at the next -election may vote at the precinct
caucus.
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In case the right of am individual to participate at the caucus is
challenged, the question of the right to participate must
be decided by a vote of the whole caucus. A *individual so
challenged may not vote on the question of the right to
participate in the caucus, and a two-thirds vote of the whole caucus is
required to exclude & individual from participation.

individual may not vote or participate at more than one
precinct caucus in any one year.

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-03 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-03. - - - Political parties entitled to
elect committeemen.

1.

|0

NoA political organization is entitled to elect a precinct committeeman at its
precinct caucus unlessif:

a. The organization nominated and had printed on the ballot at the last
preceding general election the names of a set of presidential electors
pledged to the election of the party's candidates for president and vice
president or a candidate for governor, attorney general, or secretary of
state; and

b. The candidates provided for in subdivision a received at least five
percent of the total vote cast for presidential electors or for governor,
attorney general, or secretary of state within this state at that election.

Each political party in each voting precinct of this state, otherwise
qualifying under subsection 21, is entitled to elect one precinct
committeeman for each two hundred fifty votes, or - of a fraction
thereof, cast for the party's presidential electors, governor, attorney
general, or secretary of state in the precinct in the last general election.
Each precinct is entitled to at least one precinct committeeman for each
party which qualifies under subsection 21. Each precinct committeeman
must be an elector of the precinct in which the committeeman resides and
must be elected for a two-year term.

If a e desires to - «under this - but has not
as in subsection 1, the elect one
i committeeman for each in_the district.

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-05 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-05. Vacancies in office of precinct committeeman - Filling.

A vacancy in the office of precinct committeeman, which occurs after the
organization of the district committee, be filled by appointment from the
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precinct by the district executive committee of the party.-

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-07 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-07. Meeting of district committee - Organization.

1.

2:3.

In every odd-numbered year, the district committee of each party shall
meet within fifteen days after the precinct caucus provided for in section
16.1-03-01. The day, hour, and site must be set by the existing district
committee chairman. incumbent members of the

the precinct committeemen of a party, selected as prowded by
this chapter, withand any other provided for by the
district committee's bylaws
constitute the district committee of the party. The district commlttee of a
party must be organized to coincide with the geographical boundary lines
of state legislative districts. Each member of any committee prowded forin
this chapter must be a qualified elector- -

The

aT - - .
i committeemen and the incumbent members of the
I from the district shall select the officers of the
district committee. The officers as the district

need not be precinct committeemen; however, all the

offlcers must be voting members of the district committee. The district
committee shall forward to the state committee the name and contact
information of the district committee chairman.

b-

&:

- - district committee - an executive committee

comrmritteeconsistent with the of the district committee. That
party's nominees for and members of the legislative assembly may
- serve as members of the executive committee.

If the office of chairman becomes vacant, the

be filled as _ the district

The - of the state committee or state : notinclude  _
directives or for the method of the
of district committees nor the state committee or state
I take action or district

which is not consistent with this
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SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-08 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-08. State committee - Membership.

The state committee of each party consists of the chairman of each of the
district committees of the party and any provided for in the bylaws of
the state committee.

SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-11 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-11. State committee - Meetings - Organization

The state committee shall meet on or before July first of each odd-numbered

year. The committee shall organize by selecting == -
" as ‘for' the state committee ! * and by adopting

rules and modes of rules and the selection
of state convention

- - Within thirty days
following the state committee's organization, the newly elected chairman shall notify
the secretary of state of the names of the party officers selected.

SECTION 9. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-14 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-14. - - - party
convention.
1. The - - -
- - party state committee shall set the
and time of the state convention to be held in each
election
to rules and the state convention

4+ a. Nominate the legal number of electors for its party

for the offices of presidential electors.

2 b. Elect the required number of delegates and alternates to the national

party convention
rales.
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c. Endorse candidates as - under subsection 2.

™

The candidate or candidates for endorsement or election must be declared
endorsed or elected the rules of the party- and
the chairman and secretary of the convention shall issue certificates of
endorsement as provided in section 16.1-11-06 or certificates of election.
The names of the electors nominated for presidential
electors- - - the party wishes to
place on the general electlon ballot must be certified by the chairman and
secretary of the convention to the secretary of state by four p.m. onthe
sixtieth day before the general election to be placed upon the general
election ballot as provided in section 16.1-06-07.1.

SECTION 10. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-17 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-17. Political party reorganization after

If 4 of the legislative assembly becomes effective after
the organization of political parties as prowded in this chapter and before the primary or
the general election, the - -

Fhe political parties, in the newly established precincts and districts, shall ther
proceed to reorganlze as closely as p055|ble in conformance with this chapter arg-n

- assure
W|th elec‘uon deadllnes

SECTION 11. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-04-01 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-04-01. Precincts - Duties and responsibilities of the board of county
commissioners or the governing body of the city.

1. The board of county commissioners of each county:
4+ a. Shall divide the county into precincts and establish the precinct

boundaries, except that within the boundaries of any incorporated city,
the governing body of the city shall divide the city into precincts and
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establish their boundaries pursuant to title 40. Any number of
townships or parts of townships may be joined into a single precinct
provided that no precinct may encompass more than one legislative
district.

2= b. May alter the number and size of precincts within the county by

combining or dividing precincts. However, the governing body of any
incorporated city has the authority to alter the number and size of
precincts located within its boundaries. The board of county
commissioners may relinquish the jurisdiction provided under

4subdivision a over all or any portion of a township or
townships under its jurisdiction to a city for the purpose of establishing
a voting precinct if a majority of the governing body of the city agrees
to assume such jurisdiction. The governing body of a city, by majority
vote, may return jurisdiction granted herein to the county and the
county shall accept that jurisdiction.

2. No have a - of more than two thousand five
as determined  the last federal decennial census."

Page 6, after line 10, insert:

"SECTION 16. REPEAL. Sections 16.1-03-12 and 16.1-03-19 of the North
Dakota Century Code are repealed.”

Renumber accordingly
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FORWARD

This pamphlet is a compilation of laws found in the North Dakota Century Code relating to
political party organization in the state of North Dakota. It is a reference source for candidates,
political parties, and district political committees If you have questions regarding this pamphlet,
please contact the Elections Division of the Secretary of State’s office by calling 701-328-4146,
sending an email to soselect@nd.gov, or writing to Secretary of State, Elections Unit, 600 E
Boulevard Avenue Dept 108, Bismarck ND 58505-0500

The following * of North Dakota law are from the North Dakota Century Code (NDCC) and
pertain to elections, election procedures, and political party organization. Although every attempt
has been made for accuracy, the reprint of these laws does not carry the same authority as the
actual NDCC and should not be equated with the official NDCC. This compilation is only
intended as a helpful resource and reference for consolidated election and political party
organization related‘laws. For official and legal purposes, the official NDCC should be used.

In addition, the following excerpts of North Dakota law do not contain the material found in the
legal notes following the various sections contained in the NDCC. These notes found in the
NDCC may contain temporary provisions and effective dates along with the valuable summaries
of applicable court rulings.
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NDCC CHAPTER 16.1-03
PARTY COMMITTEE ORGANIZATION

16.1-03-01. Precinct caucus to elect precinct committeemen - Time and

manner of holding - Caucus call - Notice.

ill.

On or before May fifteenth following the last preceding general election, a party caucus must be
held by every election precinct at a site within or reasonably close to the precinct in the manner
provided in sections 16.1-03-01 through 16.1-03-03.

The legislative district chairman of each party shall issue the call for the precinct caucus at least
twenty days before the time set for holding the caucus and the call must contain the following:
Name of party.

Precinct number or name.

Date of caucus.

Place of caucus.

Hours of caucus.

A statement of the business to be conducted, including the election of precinct committeemen
and such other persons as may be provided by state law and party rules.

g. The name of the district chairman issuing the call.

~0 o0 oW

The district chairman shall provide ten days’ published notice in the official newspaper in
circulation within each precinct in the district. The notices must contain that information set forth
in subsection 2. The district chairman may include the information required by this section for all
precincts in the district in one notice for publishing purposes.

16.1-03-02. Who may participate in and vote at caucus.
Only those persons who are qualified electors pursuant to section 16.1-01-04 may vote or be
elected as committeemen or officers at the precinct caucus.

Only those persons who either voted or affiliated with the party at the last general election or
intend to vote or affiliate with the party at the next general election may vote at the precinct
caucus.

In case the right of a person to participate at the caucus is challenged, the question of the
person’s right to participate must be decided by a vote of the whole caucus. A person so
challenged may not vote on the question of the person's right to participate in the caucus, and a
two-thirds vote of the whole caucus is required to exclude a person from participation.
No person may vote or participate at more than one precinct caucus in any one year.

16.1-03-03. Caucus business and elections - Political parties entitled to elect

committeemen.

it}

Each precinct caucus shall elect a chairman, committeemen as provided in subsection 3, and
other officers as may be provided by party rules. The caucus may also discuss party policies,
candidates, and any other business as prescribed by party rules.

No political organization is entitled to elect a precinct committeeman at its precinct caucus unless;

a. The organization nominated and had printed on the ballot at the last preceding general
election the names of a set of presidential electors pledged to the election of the party's
candidates for president and vice president or a candidate for governor, attorney general, or
secretary of state; and

b. The candidates provided for in subdivision a received at least five percent of the total vote
cast for presidential electors or for governor, attorney general, or secretary of state within this
state at that election.
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3. Each political party in each voting precinct of this state, otherwise qualifying under subsection 2,
is entitled to elect one precinct committeeman for each two hundred fifty votes, or fraction thereof,
cast for the party's presidential electors, governor, attorney general, or secretary of state in the
precinct in the last general election. Each precinct is entitled to at least one precinct
committeeman for each party which qualifies under subsection 2. Each precinct committeeman
must be an elector of the precinct in which the committeeman resides and must be elected for a
two-year tenm.

16.1-03-05. Vacancies in office of precinct committeeman - Filling. A vacancy in the office of
precinct committeeman, which occurs after the organization of the district committee, must be filled by
appointment from the precinct by the district executive committee of the party. Notice of the appointment
must be given to the county auditor.

16.1-03-07. Meeting of district committee - Organization.

1. In every odd-numbered year, the district committee of each party shall meet within fifteen days
after the precinct caucus provided for in section 16.1-03-01. The day, hour, and site must be set
by the existing district committee chairman. The precinct committeemen of a party, selected as
provided by this chapter, with any other persons provided for by the district committee's bylaws
and as the district committee designates, constitute the district committee of the party. The district
committee of a party must be organized to coincide with the geographical boundary lines of state
legislative districts. Each member of any committee provided for in this chapter must be a
qualified elector and must retain the office the member was elected to until a successor is
chosen. The district committee shall organize by:

a. Selecting a chaiman, vice chairman, secretary, and treasurer chosen by the district
committee. The officers selected need not be precinct committeemen; however, all the officers
must be voting members of the district committee.

b. Adopting rules and modes of procedure not in conflict with law.

Filling any vacancies in the office of precinct committeeman pursuant to section 16.1-03-05.

Selecting an executive committee consisting of five or more persons chosen from the district

committee. The chairman, vice chairman, treasurer, and secretary of the district committee

must be members and the officers of the executive committee. That party's nominees for and
members of the legislative assembly may also be members of the executive committee.

oo

2. Ifthe office of chairman becomes vacant, the vice chairman shall hold the office until the next

regular election for the office or until a new chairman is selected by the district committee for the
balance of the term, whichever occurs first.

16.1-03-08. State committee - Membership. The state committee of each party consists of the
chairman of each of the district committees of the party and any person provided for in the bylaws of the
state committee.

16.1-03-11. State committee - Meetings - Organization — Vacancies. The state committee
shall meet on or before July first of each odd-numbered year. The committee shall organize by selecting a
chairman, vice chairman, secretary, and treasurer and by adopting rules and modes of procedure. The
party's bylaws must be filed with the secretary of state. The officers elected need not be members of the
committee, but they shall become voting members of the committee after their election. Within thirty days
following the state committee's organization, the newly elected chairman shall notify the secretary of state
of the names of the party officers selected. These officers, with any other persons provided for by the
party's bylaws and as the state committee designates, constitute the executive committee of the state
committee. If the office of chairman becomes vacant, the vice chairman holds the office until the next
regular election for the office or until a new chairman is selected by the state committee for the balance of
the term, whichever occurs first. A vacancy in an office of the state committee, other than chairman and a
party district chairman, must be filled upon a majority vote of the state committee. The chairman of the
state committee may temporarily fill any vacancy existing on the state committee until the state committee
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convenes to fill the vacancy. The secretary of state must be notified of any changes in membership of the
state's committee officers.

16.1-03-12. Meeting of district committee to elect delegates to state party convention -
Optional precinct caucus - Proxies. Prior to the sixtieth day before the primary election in each election
year and upon the call of the chairman, the district committee of each state legislative district shall meet
at a place designated by the chairman to elect delegates to a state party convention to be held as
provided in this chapter. If the bylaws of the state legislative district so provide, precinct committeemen
may call a precinct caucus prior to the district meeting to elect additional delegates to attend the district
meeting. Delegates to the state convention must be elected as provided by the state party’s bylaws.
Delegates to the state convention must be electors of their district.

16.1-03-14. When state party convention held and duties of state party convention. The
state party conventions must be held in each presidential election year at a place and time designated by
the party state committee. The state party convention provided for in this chapter shall;

1. Nominate the legal number of candidates for its party for the offices of presidential electors.

2. Elect the required number of delegates and alternates to the national party convention as
provided by the party’s bylaws or national party rules.

3. Conduct other business as shall come before the convention.

The candidate or candidates for endorsement or election must be declared endorsed or elected
pursuant to the rules of the party involved, and the chairman and secretary of the convention shall issue
certificates of endorsement as provided in section 16.1-11-06 or certificates of election. The names of the
candidates nominated for presidential electors with the surname of the presidential candidate the party
wishes to place on the general election ballot must be certified by the chairman and secretary of the
convention ‘to the secretary of state ‘by four'p.m. ‘on the 'sixtieth day before the general election to be
placed upon the general election ballot'as provided in section 16.1-06-07..1.

16.1-03-17. Political party reorganization after apportionment. If apportionment of the
legislative assembly becomes effective after the organization of political parties as provided in this
chapter and befare the primary or the general election, the secretary of state shall establish a timetable
for the reorganization of the parties as rapidly as possible before the ensuing election. When the
timetable is established, the secretary of state shall notify all the county auditors of the timetable and of
the details of the legislative apportionment as it affects each county. The secretary of state or county
auditor may not require reorganization of precincts in which boundaries are unchanged after
apportionment by the board of county commissioners or the governing body of the city pursuant to
chapter 16.1-04. Each county auditor shall publish in the official county newspaper, a notice containing:

1. A statement that legislative apportionment has occurred.

2. A description and a map of the new legislative districts and the precincts as established by the
governing bodies of the counties and cities in the county, pursuant to section 16.1-04-01.

3. The date, time, and places of the precinct caucuses and district committee meetings determined
by the secretary of state and the county auditor to be necessary according to the new districts
and precincts established.

The political parties, in the newly established precincts and districts, shall then proceed to
reorganize as closely as possible in conformance with this chapter and in conformance with the timetable
established by the secretary of state.

16.1-03-19. Organizations allowed to nominate statewide and legislative candidates. A
political organization may not endorse candidates or have candidates petition for president, vice
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president, Congress, statewide office, or legisiative office as set forth in chapter 16.1-11, unless the
organization:

1. Had printed on the ballot at the last preceding general election the names of a set of presidential
electors pledged to the election of the party's candidate for president and vice president, a
candidate for governor, a candidate for attorney general, or a candidate for secretary of state and
those candidates for presidential electors, governor, attorney general, or secretary of state
received at least five percent of the total vote cast for presidential electors, the office of governor,
attorney general, or secretary of state within this state at that election; and

2. Organized according to all requirements of this chapter; or

3. Filed a petition with the secretary of state as set forth in section 16.1-11-30.

NDCC CHAPTER 16.1-05
ELECTION OFFICERS
Related Excerpts

16.1-05-01. Election officers. At each primary, general, and special statewide or legislative
district election, and at county elections, each polling place must have an election board in attendance.
The election board must consist of an election inspector and at least two election judges. Counties
utilizing polling places containing more than one precinct may choose to use one election board to
supervise all precincts even if the precincts are within different legislative districts so long as each district

chairman of each qualified political party is given the opportunity to have representation on the election
board if desired.

1. The election inspector must be selected in the following manner:
a. Except as provided in subdivision b, in all precincts established by the governing body of an
incorporated city pursuant to chapter 16.1-04, the governing body shall appoint the election
inspectors for those precincts and fill all vacancies occurring in those offices.

b. In all multiprecinct polling locations containing both rural and city precincts, the county
auditor, with the approval of the majority of the board of county commissioners, shall appoint
the election inspectors and fill all vacancies occurring in those offices. The selection must be
made on the basis of the inspector’s knowledge of the election procedure.

c. The election inspector shall serve until a successor is named. If an inspector fails to appear
for any training session without excuse, the office is deemed vacant and the auditor shall
appoint an individual to fill the vacancy.

All appointments required to be made under this section must be made at least forty days
preceding an election.

2. The election judges must be appointed in the following manner:
a. Except as provided in subdivision b:

(1) The election judges for each polling place must be appointed in writing by the district
chairs representing the two parties that cast the largest number of votes in the state at
the last general election. In polling places in which over one thousand votes are cast in
any election, the county auditor may request each district chair to appoint an additional
election judge.

(2) The district party chair shall notify the county auditor of the counties in which the
precincts are located of the appointment of the election judges at least forty days before
the primary, general, or special election. If this notice is not received within the time
specified in this section, the county auditor shall appoint the judges. If the county auditor

2011-2013  Political Party Organization and Related Statutes page 7



3

has exhausted all practicable means to select judges from within the boundaries of the
precincts within the polling place and vacancies still remain, the county auditor may
select election judges who reside outside of the voting precinct but who reside within the
polling place’s legislative districts. If vacancies still remain, the county auditor may select
election judges who reside outside of the legislative districts but who reside within the
county.

b. For special elections involving only no-party offices, the election official responsible for the
administration of the election with the approval of the majority of the members of the
applicable governing body shall appoint the election judges for each polling location.

If at any time before or during an election, it appears to an election inspector, by the affidavit of
two or more qualified electors of the precinct, that any election judge is disqualified under this
chapter, the inspector shall remove that judge at once and shall fill the vacancy by appointing a
qualified individual of the same political party as that of the judge removed. If the disqualified
judge had taken the oath of office as prescribed in this chapter, the inspector shall place the oath
or affidavit before the state's attorney of the county.

The election official responsible for the administration of the election, with the approval of the
majority of the members of the applicable governing body, shall appoint the poll clerks for each
polling place. However, no fewer than two poll clerks must be appointed for each polling place.
Poll clerks must be appointed based on their knowledge of election matters, attention to detail,
and on‘any necessary technical knowledge.

16.1-05-06. Challenging right to vote — ldentification or Affidavit required — Penalty for

false swearing — Optional poll checkers.

1.

4,

Three poll challengers appointed by the district chairman of each political party represented on
the election board are entitled to be in attendance at each polling place. Individual poll
challengers may be replaced at any time during the hours of voting, but no more than three poll
challengers from each political party are entitled to be in attendance at each polling place at any
one time.

Any member of the election board may challenge the right of an individual to vote if the election
board member has knowledge or has reason to believe the individual is not a qualified elector. A
poll challenger may request members of the election board to challenge the right of an individual
to vote if the poll challenger has knowledge or has reason to believe the individual is not a
qualified elector of the precinct. A challenge may be based upon any one of the following:

a. Theindividual offering to vote does not meet the age or citizenship requirements.

b. The individual offering to vote has never voted in the precinct before, the name of the
individual offering to vote does not appear in the pollbook generated from the central voter
file, and the individual fails to provide reasonable evidence of residency in the precinct.

c. Except as provided in section 16.1-01-05, the individual offering to vote physically resides
outside of the precinct.

d. The individual offering to vote does not meet the residency requirements provided in section
16.1-01-04.

e. The individual offering to vote fails or refuses to provide an appropriate form of identification
as requested under subsection 3.

If after an election board member has requested that the individual offering to vote provide an
appropriate form of identification to address any of the voting eligibility concerns listed in
subsection 2 and the identification is not provided or does not adequately confirm the eligibility of
the challenged individual, the challenged individual may not vote unless the challenged individual
executes an affidavit, acknowledged before an election board member, that the challenged
individual is a legally qualified elector of the precinct.

The affidavit must include:
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The name of the affiant.

The address of the affiant.

The birth date of the affiant.

The contact telephone number of the affiant.

The address of the affiant at the time the affiant last voted.

The previous last name of the affiant if it was different when the affiant last voted.

The identification number and state of any state-issued identification regardless of the state in

which the identification was issued, if available.

A recitation of the qualifications for voting as set forth in section 16.1-01-04 and the rules for

determining residence.

Notice of the penalty for making a false affidavit and that the county auditor is required to

verify the affidavit.

. A notice indicating that the affidavit is not an open record, but that information identifying who
voted after executing an affidavit is an open record as part of the pollbook, except for any
individual listed as secured active in the central voter file under section 16.1-02-13.

k. A place for the affiantto sign and swear to the affiant's qualifications as a voter.

> @mPpoaoow

Written notice of the penalty for making a false affidavit and that the county auditor shall verify the
affidavits must be prominently displayed at the polling place in a form prescribed by the secretary
of state. An individual who falsely swears in order to vote is guilty of a class A misdemeanor and
must be punished pursuant to chapter 16.1-01.

The district chairman of each political party represented on the election board may appoint poll
checkers to a polling place, provided the poll checkers do not interfere with the election process
or with the members of the election board in the performance of their duties. Poll challengers
must be qualified electors of the district in which they are assigned.

No poll challenger or checker may be a member of the election board.

The district chairman shall notify the county auditor of each county contained in the legislative
district one day before the day of the election of the names of individuals whom the district
chairman has appointed to serve as poll challengers and poll checkers in the precincts in the
legislative district.

NDCC CHAPTER 16.1-11
Nominations for Office — Primary Election
Related Excerpts

16.1-11-05.1. Participation in endorsements for nomination. No person may participate

directly or indirectly in the endorsement for nomination of more than one person for each office to be
filled, except a person may sign a petition for placement of a candidate’s name on the primary ballot:

1.

2.

For more than one person for each office for an office not under party designation.

For more than one person for each office for an office under party designation only if all the
candidates for whom the person signs a petition for an office are running under the same party
designation.

Except for persons allowed to seek nomination to more than one office pursuant to section 16.1-

12-03, no person may accept endorsement for nomination by certificate or petition to more than one

office.

No political party is entitled to endorse for nomination by certificate more than one set of

nominees.
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16.1-11-06. State candidate’s petition or political party certificate of endorsement required
to get name on ballot - Contents - Filing.

1. Every candidate for United States senator, United States representative, a state office except
the office of state senator or state representative, and judges of the supreme and district courts shall
present to the secretary of state, between the first date candidates may begin circulating nominating
petitions according to this chapter and before four p.m. of the sixtieth day before any primary election,

either:

a.

b.

The certificate of endorsement signed by the state chairman of any legally recognized
political party containing the candidate’s name, post-office address, and telephone
number, the title of the office to which the candidate aspires, and the party which the
candidate represents; or

The nominating petition containing the following:

(1) The candidate’'s name, post-office address, and telephone number, and the title of
the office to which the candidate aspires, the appropriate district judgeship number if
applicable, and whether the petition is intended for nomination for an unexpired term
of office if applicable.

(2) The name of the party the candidate represents if the petition is for an office under
party designation.

(3) The signatures of qualified electors, the number of which must be determined as

follows:

(a) If the office is under party designation, the signatures of three percent of the total
vote cast for the candidates of the party with which the candidate affiliates for the
same position at the last general election. However, no more than three hundred
signatures may be required.

(b) If there was no candidate of a party for a position at the preceding general
election, at least three hundred signatures.

(c) If the office is under the no-party designation, at least three hundred signatures.

(4) The mailing address and the date of signing for each signer.

(2) If the petition or certificate of endorsement is for the office of governor or lieutenant governor, the
petition or certificate must contain the names and other information required of candidates for
both those offices. If the petition or certificate of endorsement is mailed, it must be in the
possession of the secretary of state before four p.m. of the sixtieth day before the primary
election.

16.1-11-09. Form of certificate of endorsement. A certificate of endorsement filed with the
proper officer as provided in this chapter must be in substantially the following form:

CERTIFICATE OF ENDORSEMENT

l do certify that | am the state (district) chairman of the political

party of * ¢ legislative district (if appropriate) of the state of North Dakota and that

(insert name of endorsee), residing at , was duly endorsed for

‘to " office of on the day of , by the

political party of the L legislative district (if appropriate), duly

convened and organized in accordance with the bylaws of the political party and

the laws of this state, and do hereby request X name bé printed upon the ballot as a

candidate for nomination to the office of at the forthcoming primary election to be
held on of this year.

Dated this day of

(signature of state or district chairman)
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16.1-11-10. Applicant’s name placed upon ballot - Affidavit to accompany petition. Upon
receipt by the secretary of state of the petition or certificate of endorsement provided for in section 16.1-
11-06 accompanied by the following affidavit, the secretary of state shall place the applicant's name upon
the primary election ballot in the columns of the applicant's party as hereinafter provided. The affidavit
must be substantially as follows:

State of North Dakota )
) ss.
County of
l, , being sworn, say that | reside in the county of and state of
North Dakota; that I am a candidate for nomination to the office of to be chosen at
the primary election to be held on , and | request that my name be printed
upon the primary election ballot as provided by Iaw as a cand|date of the party for

said office. | am requesting that my name be listed on the ballot as | have identified my ballot name
below. | understand that nicknames are allowed as part of my ballot name, but titles and campaign
slogans are not permissible. | have reviewed the requirements to hold office and | certify that | am
qualified to serve if elected.

Ballot name requested

Candidate’s signature

Subscribed and sworn to before me on

Notary Public

NOTARY SEAL ' My Commission Expires

16.1-11-11. County and legislative district candidates’ petitions - Filing - Contents. Every
candidate for a county or legislative district office shall present, between the first date candidates may
begin circulating nominating petitions according to this chapter and before four p.m. of the sixtieth day
before any primary election, to the county auditor of the county in which the candidate resides either:

1. A certificate of endorsement signed by the district chairman of any legally recognized political
party containing the candidate’s name, post-office address, and telephone number, the title of the
office to which the candidate aspires, and the party that the candidate represents; or

2. A petition containing the following:

a. The candidate’s name, post-office address, and telephone number, the title of the office to
which the candidate aspires, the appropriate district number if applicable, and whether the
petition is intended for nomination for an unexpired term of office if applicable.

b. The name of the party the candidate represents, only if it is a petition for an office that is
under party designation.

c. Thesignatures of qualified electors, the number of which must be determined as follows:

(1) If the office is a county office, the signatures of not less than two percent and not more
than five percent of the total vote cast for the office at the most recent general election at
which the office was voted upon.

(2) If the office is a county office and multiple candidates were elected to the office at the
preceding general election at which the office was voted upon, the signatures of not less
than two percent and not more than five percent of the votes cast for all candidates
divided by the number of candidates that were to be elected to that office.
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(3) If the office is a county office and no candidate was elected or no votes were cast for the
office at any general election, the number of signers equal to the percentage as provided
in paragraph 1 applied to the total average vote cast for the offices of sheriff and county
auditor at the most recent general election at which those officers were elected in the
petitioner’s county. This average must be determined by dividing by two the total vote
cast for those offices.

(4) If the office is a legislative office, the signatures of at least one percent of the total
resident population of the legislative district as determined by the most recent federal
decennial census.

(5) In no case may more than three hundred signatures be required.

d. The mailing address and date of signing for each signer.

If the petition or certificate of endorsement is mailed, it must be in the possession of the county
auditor before four p.m. on the sixtieth day before the primary election.

16.1-11-18. Party committees to fill vacancy occurring in nomination for party office.

1. If a vacancy occurs in any party certificate of endorsement at the primary election for any state or
legislative district office, the proper state or district executive committee of the political party may
fill the vacancy by filing another certificate of endorsement with the proper officer as provided in
sections 16.1-11-06 and 16.1-11-11.

2. If no party endorsement has been made by certificate and a vacancy occurs in a slate of
candidates. seeking party nomination by petition at the primary election, the proper state or district
executive committee may fill the vacancy by filing a certificate of endorsement with the proper
officer as provided in sections 16.1-11-06 and 16.1-11-11.

3. If party endorsements by certificate have been made for any state or district office and a vacancy
occurs in the slate of persons seeking nomination at the primary election because of the
unavailability of the person who is seeking nomination by petition, that vacancy may not be filled
except by petition.

4. If a vacancy occurs in a slate of statewide candidates after the candidates have been nominated
at the primary election, the proper state executive committee may fill any vacancy by filing a
certificate of nomination with the secretary of state. The chairman and secretary of the committee
shall make and file with the secretary of state a certificate setting forth the cause of the vacancy,
the name of the person for whom the new nominee is to be substituted, the fact that the
committee was authorized to fill vacancies, and any further information as may be required to be
given in an original certificate of nomination. When such a certificate is filed, the secretary of state
shall certify the new nomination and the name of the person who has been nominated to fill the
vacancy in place of the original nominee to the various auditors. If the secretary of state already
has forwarded the certificate, the secretary of state forthwith shall certify to the auditors the name
and address of the new nominee, the office the new nominee is nominated for, the party or
political principle the new nominee represents, and the name of the person for whom the new
nominee is substituting. Failure to publish the name of a new nominee does not invalidate the
election.

5. If a vacancy occurs in a slate of legislative candidates after the candidates have been nominated
at the primary election, the proper district executive committee may fill the vacancy by filing a
certificate of nomination with the county auditor of the new nominee's county of residence. The
chairman and secretary of the committee shall make and file with the county auditor of the new
nominee's county of residence a certificate setting forth the cause of the vacancy, the name of
the person for whom the new nominee is to be substituted, the fact that the committee was
authorized to fill vacancies, and any further information as may be required to be given in an
original certificate of nomination. When the certificate is filed, the county auditor of the new
nominee's county of residence shall certify the new nomination to the various auditors affected by
the change and to the secretary of state by forwarding to them the name of the person who has
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been nominated to fill the vacancy in place of the original nominee. The certification must include
the name and address of the new nominee, the office the new nominee is nominated for, the
party or political principle the new nominee represents, and the name of the person for whom the
new nominee is substituting. Failure to publish the name of a new nominee does not invalidate
the election.

6. Avacancy in a nomination following a primary election may not be filled according to subsections
4 or 5 unless the nominated candidate:
a. Dies;
b. Would be unable to serve, if elected, as a result of a debilitating iliness;
c. Ceasesto be a resident of the state or an individual nominated for legislative office will not be
aresident of the legislative district at the time of the election; or
d. Ceases to be qualified to serve, if elected, as otherwise provided by law.

Vacancies to be filled according to the provisions of this section may be filled not later than sixty
days prior to the election.

16.1-11-30. Separate column on primary election ballot required for each political

party. Any party that had printed on the ballot at the last preceding presidential election the names of a
set of presidential electors pledged to the election of the party's candidates for president and vice
president or a candidate for governor and those candidates for presidential electors or governor received
at least five percent of the total vote cast for presidential electors or the office of governor within this state
at that election; any party that had printed on the ballot at the last preceding nonpresidential election a
candidate for attorney general or secretary of state, and the candidate received at least five percent of the
total vote cast for the office the candidate was seeking at the election; or any party that has organized
according to all the requirements of chapter 16.1-03 must be provided with a separate column on primary
election ballots.

Any other political organization is entitled to endorse candidates or have candidates petition to be
included on the primary ballot in a consolidated column or on a special election ballot, if a petition signed
by at least seven thousand qualified electors of this state is filed with the secretary of state before

four p.m. of the sixtieth day before a primary or special election, naming the political organization, stating
the platform principles of the party, and requesting the names of its candidates to be included on the
state's primary ballot in a consolidated column. If the petition is mailed, it must be in the possession of the
secretary of state before four p.m. on the sixtieth day prior to a primary or special election. Candidates of
that party are entitled to the same rights and privileges as those of other parties. Petitions circulated
according to this section must be filed with the secretary of state in accordance with section 1-01-50.

A political organization that had printed on the ballot at the last preceding presidential election the names
of a set of presidential electors pledged to the election of the party's candidates for president and vice
president or a candidate for governor and those candidates for presidential electors or governor received
at least five percent of the total vote cast for presidential electors or the office of governor within this state
at that election are entitled to organize according to the requirements of chapter 16.1-03.

NDCC CHAPTER 16.1-13
General Elections
Related Excerpts

16.1-13-09. Resignation of members of legislative assembly after certificate of election.
Any person who receives a certificate of election as a member of the legislative assembly may resign
such office although the person may not have entered upon the execution of the duties thereof nor taken
the requisite oath of office.

16.1-13-10. Vacancy existing in office of member of legislative assembly.
1. If a vacancy in the office of a member of the legislative assembly occurs, the county auditor of the
county in which the former member resides or resided shall notify the chairman of the legislative council
of the vacancy. The county auditor need not notify the chairman of the legislative council of the
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resignation of a member of the legislative assembly when the resignation was made under section 44-02-
02. Upon receiving notification of a vacancy, the chairman of the legislative council shall notify the district
committee of the political party that the former member represented in the district in which the vacancy
exists. The district committee shall hold a meeting within twenty-one days after receiving the notification
and select an individual to fill the vacancy. If the former member was elected as an independent
candidate or if the district committee does not make an appointment within twenty-one days after
receiving the notice from the chairman of the legislative council, the chairman of the legislative council
shall appoint a resident of the district to fili the vacancy. Except as provided in subsection 2, if eight
hundred twenty-eight days or more remain until the expiration of the term of office for that office, the
individual appointed to fill the vacancy shall serve until a successor is elected at and qualified following
the next general election or special election called by the governor according to subsection 2 to serve for
the remainder of the term of office for that office.

2. The qualified electors of a legislative district in which a vacancy in the legislative assembly occurs may
petition for a special election to be called by the governor to fill the vacancy. The petition must include the
signatures of qualified electors equal in number to four percent of the resident population of the legislative
district as determined by the last federal decennial census and must be presented to the secretary of
state within thirty days following an appointment being made according to subsection 1. If the secretary of
state determines the petition contains the required number of signatures of qualified electors of the
affected legislative district, the secretary of state shall notify the governor that a special election is
required to be called to fill the vacancy. Upon receiving such notice, the governor shall issue a writ of
election directed to the county auditor of each affected county commanding the county auditor to hold a
special election to'fill ‘the vacancy at a time -designated by the governor. A special election ‘under this
section must conform to'the applicable election deadlinesfound in this title and may be called to coincide
with a regularly scheduled primary or general election provided the special election is called by the
fifteenth day before the deadline for candidates to file for office before a regularly scheduled primary or
general election. A special election under this section may not be scheduled to occur during the time from
a general election through eighty days following the adjournment of the next ensuing regular session of
the legislative assembly.

3. The secretary of 'state must be notified of an appointment made by a district committee or the chairman
of the legislative council according to this section. Upon notification, the secretary of state shall issue the
appointee a certificate of appointment and an oath of office for the appointee to complete and file with the
secretary of state.

16.1-13-12. Notice of special election. A notice of a special election and the copy of the
sample ballot must be issued and published in substantially the form and manner prescribed by section
16.1-13-05.

16.1-13-13. Canvassing and returning votes cast at elections to fill vacancies. Votes cast
at special elections must be canvassed and returned as provided for primary and general elections, and
the county auditor within eight days shall forward to the secretary of state the abstracts of the same.

16.1-13-14. Special election to fill vacancies - Party committee to call convention to
nominate - Individual nominations. If a special election is called to fill a vacancy in any office for which
a party nomination may be made, the proper party committee shall call a convention to make a party
nomination for such office, and the precinct committeemen of the district must be duly convened and shall
elect the required number of delegates to such convention. Individual nominations for special elections
must be made in accordance with the provisions of chapter 16.1-12.

16.1-13-15. Notice of holding convention for special election - Manner of giving. Public
notice of such a nominating convention must be given at least six days befare the holding of the
convention by publication in the official newspaper in the county or counties in which the election will be
held. Such nomination must be made by delivering to and leaving with the officer charged with directing
the printing of the ballots upon which the name is to be placed, within the time prescribed in this title, a
certificate of nomination for each candidate.
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16.1-13-16. Basis of representation at convention - How determined. The basis of
representation of delegates to a convention, unless otherwise provided by law, must be fixed and
determined by the authorized district or state committee of each political party entitled by law to make
nominations for office by delegate convention.

16.1-13-17. Certificate of nomination by convention - Contents - Delivery. All nominations
made by a convention as provided in this chapter must be certified. The certificates of nomination must
be in writing and must contain all of the following:

1. The name of each person nominated, that person’s post-office address, and the office for which
that person is nominated, the legislative district number if applicable, and whether the certificate
is intended for an unexpired term of office.

2. A designation in not more than five words of the party or principle which the convention
represents.

3. The signature, post-office address, and verification of the presiding officer and secretary of the
convention.

The certificate as prescribed in this section must be delivered by the secretary or president of the
convention by registered or certified mail or in person, without charge, to the secretary of state or the
county auditor, as the case may be.

16.1-13-18. Two or more organizations filing certificates representing same party -
Secretary of state to determine authorized organization - Review of determination. If two or more
organizations claiming or purporting to represent the same political party shall file certificates of
nomination under the same party designation, or if the certificates indicate that the nominations were
made by any person or organization representing the same political party, the secretary of state, within
the time prescribed by law for certifying state nominations to the county auditor, shall determine from the
best available sources of information which organization filing the certificates is the legally authorized
representative of the party. The decision of the secretary of state in determining which organization is the
legally authorized representative of the party is subject to review by the district court in a proper action
instituted for such purpose.

Political Related Forms

Forms are available from the Secretary of State's Fax-on-Demand service at (701) 328-0120 and
the Secretary of State's web site at - The Fax-on-Demand service will
fax the forms directly to the requestor’s fax machine. Additional information and assistance are
available by contacting the Elections Unit by phone at (701) 328-4146 or (800)352-0867, via
email to - or in writing to Secretary of State, Elections Unit, 600 East Boulevard
Avenue, Dept. 108, Bismarck, ND 58505-0500.

Petition to Establish a Political Party (SFN 17700): To establish a political party for the
purposes of securing space in a consolidated column on a primary election ballot according to
North Dakota law, a petition signed by at least 7,000 qualified North Dakota electors must be filed
with the Secretary of State. The petition must include:

* The name of the political party

» The platform principles of the political party; and

o A request that the party’s candidates are included on the state's primary election

ballot in a consolidated column.

Roster of State Political Party Officers (SFN 51435): The Roster of State Political Party
Officers (SFN 51435) is to list all officers at the state level. It is to include contact information for
the state party headquarters. Any changes in the state party officers must be submitted to the
Secretary of State in a timely manner.
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Jim M.
Montplaisir, Michael <MontplaisirM@casscountynd.gov>
Tuesday, April 23, 2013 9:37 AM
To: Kasper, Jim M,; Schaible, Donald G.; Dever, Dick D.; Nelson, Carolyn C.; Boehning, Randy
G.; Amerman, Bill D.; Kasper, Jim M,; Carlson, Al H.; Wardner, Rich P.; Klein, Jerry J.;
Hogue, David J.; Holmberg, Ray E.; Sitte, Margaret A.; Armstrong, Kelly

Subject: RE: Senate Bill 2369 Conference Committee Report--REPLY FROM REP. JIM
KASPER--4/23/13==REPLY FROM REP. JIM KASPER

Attachments: District41.pdf

As a county auditor | have not been briefed on the Secretary of State’s plan to take over but at any

rate the state has not purchased this new wonder system and we have to deal with what we have. The counties don’t
have the funds to buy all new systems. Here is an example of District 41 redrawn as your proposal suggests, not very
perty, the current district is divided into two precincts, north of 32" Avenue is one precinct and south of 32" is the
other precinct. So yes we have the technology to draw the precinct lines. Representative Carlson, is this along the lines
of what you would like done to your district, it is what happens when you try to set population limits or number of
precincts as a criteria.

Michael Montplaisir CPA
Cass County Auditor

701-241-5627

From: Kasper, Jim M. [mailto:jkasper@nd.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, April 23, 2013 7:56 AM

To: Montplaisir, Michael; Schaible, Donald; Dever, Dick; Nelson, Carolyn C.; Boehning, Randy G.; Bill Amerman; Kasper,
Jim M.; Carlson, Al H.; Wardner, Rich; Klein, Jerry; Hogue, David; Holmberg, Ray; Sitte, Margaret; Armstrong, Kelly
Subject: FW: Senate Bill 2369 Conference Committee Report--REPLY FROM REP. JIM KASPER--4/23/13==REPLY FROM
REP. JIM KASPER

From: Kasper, Jim M.

Sent: Monday, April 22, 2013 6:41 PM

To: Kasper, Jim M.

Subject: RE: Senate Bill 2369 Conference Committee Report--REPLY FROM REP. JIM KASPER--4/23/13==REPLY FROM
REP. JIM KASPER

Mr. Montplaisir:  (CAPITAL LETTERS FOR EMPHASIS ONLY)

Thank you for the explanation of what Legislation has been proposed in your recent email. | will discuss the points you
made in it in this email.

One of the issues that SB 2369 addresses is to simply set forth the population threshold for precincts. SB 2369 has
othing to do with the number of polling places, ballots rotation, etc. In your email, you imply that if a District has a
inimum of 6 precincts, you will have trouble finding disability accessible polling places, poll workers, etc. SB 2369



allows the County Auditor to TOTALLY DETERMINE THE NUMBER OF POLLING PLACES--PERIOD. So, your concerns about
number of polling places, finding workers, etc. are not legitimate.

ET ME REITERATE---YOU WOULD NOT HAVE TO CHANGE A SINGLE POLLING PLACE THAT CASS COUNTY OR ANY
OUNTY CURRENTLY HAS---LOCATION OR NUMBER--IF SB 2369 PASSES. SB 2369 HAS NOTHING WHATSOEVER TO DO
WITH THE NUMBER OF POLLING PLACES OR THE LOCATION OF POLLING PLACES.

NOR DOES SB 2369 HAVE ANYTHING WHATSOEVER TO DO WITH ROTATION ON THE BALLOT. Current law determines
rotation on the ballot---NOT SB 2369.

Regarding ballot styles and number of ballots. In visiting with Jim Silrum, the Deputy Secretary of State, Jim informs me
that the Secretary of State's office will most likely be implementing a whole new computerized voting system in 2016.
This software currently exists, so it is not speculation. It will allow a Voter to come to the polling place--present proper
identification and have the poll worker/judge enter the Voter information into the computer---AND THE COMPUTER
WILL PRINT THE CORRECT BALLOT FOR THE VOTER--CORRECT PRECINCT AND BALLOT ROTATION INCLUDED.

So, in a few years, ALL of your concerns about number of ballots, ballot style and election costs will be addressed when
the Secretary of State initiates the new COMPUTERIZED voting system here in North Dakota. What a beautiful thing
technology is.

Additionally, the Secretary of State has volunteered to work with and assist any county auditor to update precinct lines if
they desire the assistance. The software that we used for re-districting is very much able to determine the amount of
population in any area of any district. So, any assistance needed here will be available.

I am thrilled to learn that you are not contemplating going to an all - mail system of voting in Cass County.
(Unfortunately, current law allows county commissioners the ability to require that a county go to all mail balloting).
ur statement that "we strive to give out voters as much access to the polls as they need" again HAS NOTHING
HATSOEVER TO DO WITH SB 2369. If you are happy with your current method of voting YOU CAN KEEP IT 100%. SB
2369 DOES NOT CHANGE THIS.

What is very interesting to me is that of the 20 Districts in North Dakota who have less than 6 precincts---9 of them --
almost 50%, are in Cass County. It seems that most of the other North Dakota county auditors recognize the value of
multiple precincts. It is interesting that you have determined that the following Districts in Cass County have the
following number of Precincts:

1. District 11............. 2--- Precincts
2. District 13............. 3 ---Precincts
3. District 16.............. 3---Precincts
4. District 21.............. 2---Precincts
5. District 22............... 8---Precincts
6. District 27............... 3---Precincts
7. District 41.............. 2---Precincts
8. District 44............... 2---Precincts
9. District 45............... 3---Precincts
10. District 46................ 3---Precincts

North Dakota has long been a state that values the voice, participation and rights of the people. This is critically
important, at the grass roots level. In order for voters to meet and organize with their neighbors, as part of our political
process, we must have local precincts of a similar size to ensure equal representation, state-wide, and to allow for this
ical, local involvement. That's what precincts were created for, in the first place, but now in some areas, the
cinct populations are so large that any such local organization would be unwieldy if not, effectively, impossible.



Because North Dakota does not have voter registration, a small increase in the number of precincts in a District is a most
helpful tool to ALL POLITICAL PARTIES and to facilitate the local involvement of our state's citizens and voters.

tremendous amount of effort has gone into SB 2369 with a number of Legislators and others involved. It took 10

mended updates to get to the finished amendment. It has had many eyes and suggestions to get to the final version. SB
2369 is a total clean up and language simplification of North Dakota's political party organization and other extremely
important amendments that the Secretary of State believes are need. In fact, Jim Silrum stated in conference
committee last Friday that he felt SB 2369 is the most important piece of Legislation this session to accomplish the clean
up the Secretary of State feels is needed in North Dakota election law.

I will do all I possibly can to see to it that the ND Legislature passes SB 2369 before we adjourn. It would be great if you
decided to do so as well.

Rep.Jim Kasper

Rep. Jim Kasper

ND House of Representatives
District 46

1128 Westrac Drive

Fargo, ND 58103

Office Phone: 701-232-6250
Cell Phone: 701-799-9000
State Email:

Bus. Email:
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13.8257.03012
Sixty-third
Legislative Assembly
of North Dakota
Introduced by

Senators Dever, Schaible

A BILL for an Act to

to

Abbescipoe ¥ #|

SECOND ENGROSSMENT

REENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2369

anew

amend and reenact sections

16.1-06-04, 16.1-11-22, 16.1-11-30, and 16.1-12-02 of

the North Dakota Century Code, relating to

primary election ballot access-

and to

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF NORTH DAKOTA:

SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 16.1-03 of the North Dakota Century Code is created

and enacted as follows:
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ballot.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-01 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-01. Precinct caucus to elect precinct committeemen - Time and manner of

holding - Caucus call - Notice.

district as the and forth under

On or before May fifteenth following the last preceding general election, a party
caucus must be held by every election precinct at a site within or reasonably close to
the precinct in the manner provided in sections 16.1-03-01 through 16.1-03-03.

The legislative district chairman of each party shall

a. Name of party.

b. number or name.
c. Date of caucus.

d. Place of caucus.

e. Hours of caucus.

f.  Astatement of the business to be conducted, including the election of precinct
committeemen and such other as may be provided by state
lawand | arty

g. The name of the district chairman  if is not

issuing the call.
The district chairman  if is

shall provide ten days' published notice in the official newspaper in
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circulation within each precinct in the district. The notices must contain that information
set forth in subsection 23. The information required
by this section for all precincts in the district in one notice for
publishing purposes.

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-02 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:
16.1-03-02. Who may participate in and vote at caucus.
1. Only those who are qualified electors : section

16.1-01-04 may vote or be elected as committeemen or officers at the precinct

caucus.

2. Only those who either voted or affiliated with the party at the last
general election or intend to affiliate with the party at
the next -election may vote at the precinct caucus.

3. Incasetherightofa to participate at the caucus is challenged, the
question of the right to participate must be decided by a vote of
the whole caucus. so challenged may not vote on the question
of the right to participate in the caucus, and a two-thirds vote of
the whole caucus is required to exclude from participation.

4, may not vote or participate at more than one precinct caucus

in any one year.
SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-03 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-03. Political parties entitled to elect
committeemen.

1.

political organization is entitled to elect a precinct committeeman at its precinct

caucus unlessif:
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1 a. The organization nominated and had printed on the ballot atthe last preceding
2 general election the names of a set of presidential electors pledged to the
3 election of the party's candidates for president and vice president or a candidate
4 for governor, attorney general, or secretary of state; and
5 b. The candidates provided for in subdivision a received at least five percent of the
6 total vote cast for presidential electors or for governor, attorney general, or
7 secretary of state within this state at that election.
8 3-2. Each political party in each voting precinct of this state, otherwise qualifying under
9 subsection 21, is entitled to elect one precinct committeeman for each two hundred
10 fifty votes, or of a fraction thereof, cast for the party's presidential electors,
11 governor, attorney general, or secretary of state in the precinct in the last general
12 election. Each precinct is entitled to at least one precinct committeeman for each party
13 which qualifies under subsection 21. Each precinct committeeman must be an elector
14 of the precinct in which the committeeman resides and must be elected for a two-year
15 term.
16
18 each in
19 SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-05 of the North Dakota Century Code is
20 amended and reenacted as follows:
21 16.1-03-05. Vacancies in office of precinct committeeman - Filling.
22 A vacancy in the office of precinct committeeman, which occurs after the organization of the

23  district committee, ___ be filled by appointment from the precinct by the district executive

24 committee of the party.-

25 SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-07 of the North Dakota Century Code is
26 amended and reenacted as follows:

27 16.1-03-07. Meeting of district committee - Organization.

28 1. Inevery odd-numbered year, the district committee of each party shall meet within
29 fifteen days after the precinct caucus provided for in section 16.1-03-01. The day,
30 hour, and site must be set by the existing district committee chairman.
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committeemen of a party, selected as provided by this chapter, withand any other
provided for by the district committee's bylaws
constitute the district committee of the party. The district
committee of a party must be organized to coincide with the geographical boundary
lines of state legislative districts. Each member of any committee provided for in this

chapter must be a qualified elector

The

an executive committee

of
with
That party's nominees for and members of the legislative
assembly . - as members of the executive committee.

2:3. If the office of chairman becomes vacant, the

filled
the
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SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-08 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-08. State committee - Membership.

The state committee of each party consists of the chairman of each of the district
committees of the party and any provided for in the bylaws of the state
committee.

SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-11 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-11. State committee - Meetings - Organization

The state committee shall meet on or before July first of each odd-numbered year. The

committee shall organize by selecting

modes of

delegates.

Within thirty days following the state committee's organization,
the newly elected chairman shall notify the secretary of state of the names of the party officers

selected--

SECTION 9. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-14 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:
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16.1-03-14. party

convention.

-party state committee

4_ 3. Nominate the legal number of X for its party for the
offices of presidential electors.
2 b. Elect the required number of delegates and alternates to the national party

convention

2. The candidate or candidates for endorsement or election must be declared endorsed
or elected the rules of the party and the chairman and
secretary of the convention shall issue certificates of endorsement as provided in
section 16.1-11-06 or certificates of election. The names of the

nominated for presidential electors
eaqdidate the party wishes to place on the general election ballot must be certified by
the chairman and secretary of the convention to the secretary of state by four p.m. on
the sixtieth day before the general election to be placed upon the general election
ballot as provided in section 16.1-06-07.1.

SECTION 10. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-17 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-17. Political party reorganization after

If of the legislative assembly becomes effective after the

organization of political parties as provided in this chapter and before the primary or the general

election, the
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Fhe political parties, in the newly established precincts and districts, shall ther-proceed to

reorganize as closely as possible in conformance with this chapter

stateto

SECTION 11. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-04-01 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-04-01. Precincts - Duties and responsibilities of the board of county

commissioners or the governing body of the city.

2_b.

board of county commissioners of each county:

Shall divide the county into precincts and establish the precinct boundaries,
except that within the boundaries of any incorporated city, the governing body of
the city shall divide the city into precincts and establish their boundaries pursuant
to title 40. Any number of townships or parts of townships may be joined into a
single precinct provided that no precinct may encompass more than one
legislative district.

May alter the number and size of precincts within the county by combining or
dividing precincts. However, the governing body ofany incorporated city has the
authority to alter the number and size of precincts located within its boundaries.
The board of county commissioners may relinquish the jurisdiction provided
under - a over all or any portion of a township or

townships under its jurisdiction to a city for the purpose of establishing a voting
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precinct if a majority of the governing body of the city agrees to assume such
jurisdiction. The governing body of a city, by majority vote, may return jurisdiction

granted herein to the county and the county shall accept that jurisdiction.

into at least five that are in as In

SECTION 12. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-06-04 of the North Dakota Century Code is

amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-06-04. Form and quality of ballots generally.

All official ballots prepared under this title must:

1.

Be printed on uniform quality and color of paper in an ink color suitable to make the
ballot clearly legible and compatible with the electronic voting system requirements
necessary to tabulate the votes.

Be of sufficient length to contain the names of all candidates to be voted for at that
election.

Have the language "Vote for no more than name (or names)" placed
immediately under the name of each office.

Have printed thereon "To vote for the candidate of your choice, you must darken the

oval to the name of thethat candidate. To vote for a person whose name

is not printed on the ballot, .=+ ' darken the oval next to* blank

and write that person's name iron the blank

Leave sufficient space for each office to write a name, or names, as the case may be,
in lieu of those printed on the ballot.

Immediately preceding and on the same line as the name of each candidate must be
printed an oval in which the voter is to mark the voter's choice by darkening the oval
next to the name of the candidate chosen.

Provide twe text boxes irat the bottom - - of the first side of the ballot.

The first text box bottom of the first column is to contain the words
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Lo

Ao ' the name of the the name or
number of the and the date of the election." The seeerd text box is to contain
the words - L other than those used to vote - must first
be initialed election officials in order to be counted",

- SRR - . The text box
at the bottom of the third column is to contain the word "initials" precedirg

a blank line where the judge or inspector shall initial the ballot.

Any precinct that uses an electronic counting machine may require the use of a particular
writing instrument to mark the ballot so the ballots may be properly counted.

The ballot must contain the names of all candidates, the contents of measures as required
by section 16.1-06-09, the statements  questions to be submitted to the voters. The ballot
must be arranged in a manner and form approximating as far as possible the requirements of
this section.

SECTION 13. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-11-22 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-11-22. Primary election ballot - Form - Voters to vote for candidates of only one
political party.

At the primary election there may be only one ballot for all parties or principles. The ballot
must be in the following form:

1. The ballot must be entitled the "consolidated primary election ballot".

2. Each political party or principle having candidates at the primary election must have a

separate eetomasection on the ballot.

3. Atthe head of each column must be printed the name of the political party or principle

which it represents.
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4.

- the columns - the ! ballot and

g to the party names or principle titletitles must be printed: "¥ettln a Political

-‘may vote for the candidates of erfy one political party atthe-

This ballot contains the number of or and a
of where the L or are to be found in the columns
below. If you : in more than one
' your
Ballot will be all votes on the No and Measure Ballots

will still be counted.”
Immediately below the warning against voting for candidates of more than one political
party must be printed: "To vote for the candidate of your choice, you must darken the

oval __to the name of thethat candidate. To vote for a person whose name

is not printed on the ballot, .  must darken the oval next to the blank line

and write that person's name iron the blank

The offices specified in section 16.1-11-26 must be arranged in each eetumasection

with the name of each office in the center of each political party eetsmnsection at the

head of the names of all the aspirants for the office.

Immediately under the name of each office must be printed: "Vote for no more than
name (or names)."

Immediately preceding and on the same line as the name of each aspirant must be

printed an oval in which the voter is to mark the voter's choice by darkening the oval

next to the name of the candidate chosen.

The political party or principle which cast the largest vote for governor at the most

recent primary election at which the office of governor was voted upon must have the

section, and the political party or principle casting the next largest

vote must have the - and so on.

28 Thejudges and the inspector of elections shall inform each elector at the primary, before voting,

29
30

that if the voter votes for candidates of more than one political party the voter's political party

ballot will be rejected.
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SECTION 14. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-11-30 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-11-30. Separate eetumnsection on primary election ballot required for each
political party.

Any party that had printed on the ballot at the last preceding presidential election the names
of a set of presidential electors pledged to the election of the party's candidates for president
and vice president or a candidate for governor and those candidates for presidential electors or
governor received at least five percent of the total vote cast for presidential electors or the office
of governor within this state at that election; any party that had printed on the ballot at the last
preceding nonpresidential election a candidate for attorney general or secretary of state, and
the candidate received at least five percent of the total vote cast for the office the candidate was
seeking at the election; or any party that has organized according to all the requirements of

chapter 16.1-03 must be provided with a separate eetumasection on primary election ballots.

Any other political organization is entitled to endorse candidates or have candidates petition
to be included on the primary ballot in a section of

the consolidated . election ballot, if a petition signed by at least seven thousand qualified

electors of this state is filed with the secretary of state before four p.m. of the sixtieth day before
a primary or special election, naming the political organization, stating the platform principles of

the party, and requesting the names of its candidates to be included on the state's primary ballot

ina - o o : section. Political * ' _that are = ballot
access under this section are allowed ballot access for those offices for which the
_has identified candidates. of the means  which the petition is
the - - must be in the possession of the secretary of state before four p.m. on

the sixtieth day prior to a primary or special election. Candidates of that party are entitled to the
same rights and privileges as those of other parties. Petitions circulated according to this
section must be filed with the secretary of state in accordance with section 1-01-50.

A political organization that had printed on the ballot at the last preceding presidential
election the names of a set of presidential electors pledged to the election of the party's
candidates for president and vice president or a candidate for governor and those candidates
for presidential electors or governor received at least five percent of the total vote cast for

presidential electors or the office of governor within this state at that and.
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- that has - on the ballot at the last ' -election a
candidate for o] ig of - and the candidate received at least five
| of the total vote cast for the office the candidate was - at the election are entitled

to organize according to the requirements of chapter 16.1-03.

SECTION 15. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-12-02 of the North Dakota Century Code is
amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-12-02. Certificates of nomination by petition - Form and contents.

Certificates of nomination for nominees for an office to be filled at a general or special
election, except for an office appearing on the no-party ballot, may be made as provided by this
section. Except for nominees for president of the United States, names of nominees so
nominated must appear on the ballot as independent nominations. The names of nominees for
president of the United States may appear on the ballot with a designation, not to exceed five
words, that names the organization or political party to which the presidential candidate
affiliates. The designation may not falsely indicate an affiliation with or the support of any
political party organized in accordance with this title or include any substantive word or phrase
that is profane or that is already included in or resembles the name of a political party entitled to
a separate column under section 16.1-11-30. Except for candidates for the office of president of
the United States, each certificate of nomination by petition must meet the specifications for
nominating petitions set forth in section 16.1-11-16. A y or i to

submit to the - of state the name of a - candidate for the office of the president

of the United States may begin gathering the signatures for the certificate of nomination on the
first day of January of a presidential election year and shall submit the petition to the secretary
of state before four p.m. on the sixtieth day before the general election. The signatures on the
petition must be in the following number:

1. Except as provided in subsection 3, if the nomination is for an office to be filled by the
qualified electors of the entire state, there must be no fewer than one thousand
signatures.

2. Ifthe nomination is for an office to be filled by the qualified electors of a district less
than the entire state, the number of signatures must be at least two percent of the
resident population of the district as determined by the most recent federal decennial

census, butin no case may more than three hundred signatures be required.
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3. If the nomination is for the office of president, there must be no fewer than four

thousand signatures and the - must contain the names of the - and
vice - candidates with the names of - North Dakota
electors selected from the electors of North Dakota.

4. If the petition is for the office of governor or lieutenant governor, it must contain the
names and other required information of candidates for both those offices.
SECTION 16. REPEAL. Sections 16.1-03-12 and 16.1-03-19 of the North Dakota Century

Code are repealed.
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April 24, 2013

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO REENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2369

That the House recede from its amendments as printed on pages 1242-1248 of the Senate
Journal and pages 1285-1291 of the House Journal and that Reengrossed Senate Bill
No. 2369 be amended as follows:

Page 1, line 1, after "to" insert "create and enact a new section to chapter 16.1-03 of the North
Dakota Century Code, relating to political party organization; to"

Page 1, line 1, after "sections" insert "16.1-03-01, 16.1-03-02, 16.1-03-03, 16.1-03-05,
16.1-03-07, 16.1-03-08, 16.1-03-11, 16.1-03-14, 16.1-03-17, 16.1-04-01,"

Page 1, line 2, after "to" insert "political party organization, voting precincts, and"
Page 1, line 2, remove "and"

Page 1, line 3, replace "eligibility for minor political parties" with "; and to repeal sections
16.1-03-12 and 16.1-03-19 of the North Dakota Century Code, relating to political party
organization"

Page 1, after line 4, insert:

"SECTION 1. A new section to chapter 16.1-03 of the North Dakota Century Code
is created and enacted as follows:

allowed to nominate statewide and candidates.

A 5 o not endorse candidates or have candidates
for vice statewide or office as set forth

in unless the
1. . to all - of this -

2. Had -on the ballot at the last - election the names

of a set of electors to the election of the
candidate for and vice a candidate for a
candidate for or a candidate for of state and
those candidates for or

of state received at least five of the total vote cast for

the office of or
of state within this state at that election and to all
of this or

3. Fileda - with the - of state - -~ the number of electors
under section 16.1-11-30 to to endorse candidates or to
have candidates to be included on the election ballot in a
consolidated column or on a election ballot.

SECTION 2. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-01 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:
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16.1-03-01. Precinct caucus to elect precinct committeemen - Time and
manner of holding - Caucus call - Notice.

1.

Each - - district shall - in conformance with the state
district boundaries as established the
and as set forth under 54-03.

On or before May fifteenth following the last preceding general election, a
party caucus must be held by every election precinct at a site within or
reasonably close to the precinct in the manner provided in sections
16.1-03-01 through 16.1-03-03.

The legislative district chairman of each party shall the
date and time for the precinct caucus
R £ " If there is not a district chairman in a
the state executive committee - issue the call

for the caucus. The call must contain the following:
a. Name of party.

b. district and number or name.
c. Date of caucus.

d. Place of caucus.

e. Hours of caucus.

f. A statement of the business to be conducted, including the election of
precinct committeemen and such other | as may be
provided by state law and district party

g. The name of the district chairman  if there is not a district
the member of the state executive committee issuing the call.

The district chairman  if there is not a district the state
executive committee shall provide ten days' published notice in the official
newspaper in circulation within each precinct in the district. The notices
must contain that information set forth in subsection 23. The district

- - information required by this section for all
precincts in the district  * be included in one notice for publishing
purposes.

SECTION 3. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-02 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-02. Who may participate in and vote at caucus.

1.

Only those who are qualified electors
section 16.1-01-04 may vote or be elected as committeemen or officers at
the precinct caucus.

Only those who either voted or affiliated with the party
at the last general election or intend to affiliate with the party and
vote with the _ at the next -election may vote at the precinct
caucus.
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In case the right of & - individual to participate at the caucus is
challenged, the question of the right to participate must
be decided by a vote of the whole caucus. A- individual so
challenged may not vote on the question of the , right to
participate in the caucus, and a two-thirds vote of the whole caucus is
required to exclude & individual from participation.

. - individual may not vote or participate at more than one
precinct caucus in any one year.

SECTION 4. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-03 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-03. - Political parties entitled to
elect committeemen.

1.

NoA political organization is entitled to elect a precinct committeeman at its
precinct caucus unlessif:

a. The organization nominated and had printed on the ballot at the last
preceding general election the names of a set of presidential electors
pledged to the election of the party's candidates for president and vice
president or a candidate for governor, attorney general, or secretary of
state; and

b. The candidates provided for in subdivision a received at least five
percent of the total vote cast for presidential electors or for governor,
attorney general, or secretary of state within this state at that election.

Each political party in each voting precinct of this state, otherwise
qualifying under subsection 21, is entitled to elect one precinct
committeeman for each two hundred fifty votes, or of a fraction
thereof, cast for the party's presidential electors, governor, attorney
general, or secretary of state in the precinct in the last general election.
Each precinct is entitled to at least one precinct committeeman for each
party which qualifies under subsection 21. Each precinct committeeman
must be an elector of the precinct in which the committeeman resides and
must be elected for a two-year term.

If a : - desires to - - under this - but has not
as in subsection 1, the elect one
committeeman for each in the district.

SECTION 5. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-05 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-05. Vacancies in office of precinct committeeman - Filling.

A vacancy in the office of precinct committeeman, which occurs after the
organization of the district committee, ..... befilled by appointment from the
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precinct by the district executive committee of the party.-

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-07 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-07. Meeting of district committee - Organization.

1. In every odd-numbered year, the district committee of each party shall
meet within fifteen days after the precinct caucus provided for in section
16.1-03-01. The day, hour, and site must be set by the existing district
committee chairman. incumbent members of the -

from the the precinct committeemen of a party, selected as
provided by this chapter, withand any other pecsenslndlwdual provided for
by the district committee's bylaws
constitute the district committee of the party. The district committee of a
party must be organized to coincide with the geographical boundary lines
of state legislative districts. Each member of any committee provided for in
this chapter must be a quallfled :

2. The
aT - .
committeemen and the incumbent members of the
from the district shall select the officers of the
district committee. The officers as the district
need not be precinct committeemen; however, all the
offlcers must be voting members of the district committee. The district
committee shall forward to the state committee the name and contact
information of the district committee chairman.
b-
6-

d . - district committee - an executive committee

committeeconsistent with the of the district committee. That
party's nominees for and members of the legislative assembly may
- serve as members of the executive committee.

2-3.  If the office of chairman becomes vacant, the

be filled as -~ the district

4. The- of the state committee or state : not include  _
directives or for the method of the
of district committees nor the state committee or state
take action or district

which is not consistent with this
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SECTION 7. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-08 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-08. State committee - Membership.

The state committee of each party consists of the chairman of each of the
district committees of the party and any + provided for in the bylaws of
the state committee.

SECTION 8. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-11 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-11. State committee - Meetings - Organization

The state committee shall meet on or before July first of each odd-numbered

year. The committee shall organize by selecting =
TN e L as -for- the state committee - and by adopting

rules and modes of rules and the selection
of state convention

Within thirty days
followmg the state commlttee S organlzatlon the newly elected chairman shall notify
the secretary of state of the names of the party officers selected.-

SECTION 9. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-14 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-14. - - - - - party
convention.
1. The - - ; . )
- - party state committee shall set the
and time of the state convention to be held in each .
election
to rules and the state convention

+ a. Nominate the legal number of electors for its party

for the offices of presidential electors.

2= b. Elect the required number of delegates and alternates to the national

party convention
fules.
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c. Endorse candidates as under subsection 2.

[~

The candidate or candidates for endorsement or election must be declared
endorsed or elected the rules of the party and
the chairman and secretary of the convention shall issue certificates of
endorsement as provided in section 16.1-11-06 or certificates of election.
The names ofthe electors nominated for presidential
electors- - the party wishes to
place on the general electlon ballot must be certified by the chairman and
secretary of the convention to the secretary of state by four p.m. on the
sixtieth day before the general election to be placed upon the general
election ballot as provided in section 16.1-06-07.1.

SECTION 10. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-03-17 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-03-17. Political party reorganization after

If _of the legislative assembly becomes effective after
the organization of poiitical parties as prowded in this chapter and before the primary or
the general election, the -

Fhe political parties, in the newly established precincts and districts, shall then
proceed to reorganlze as closely as possible in conformance with this chapter and+4a
- assure
_wnth_ _elgctlog deadlines.

SECTION 11. AMENDMENT. Section 16.1-04-01 of the North Dakota Century
Code is amended and reenacted as follows:

16.1-04-01. Precincts - Duties and responsibilities of the board of county
commissioners or the governing body of the city.

1. The board of county commissioners of each county:
4 a. Shall divide the county into precincts and establish the precinct

boundaries, except that within the boundaries of any incorporated city,
the governing body of the city shall divide the city into precincts and
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establish their boundaries pursuant to title 40. Any number of
townships or parts of townships may be joined into a single precinct
provided that no precinct may encompass more than one legislative
district.

2 b. May alterthe number and size of precincts within the county by
combining or dividing precincts. However, the governing body of any
incorporated city has the authority to alter the number and size of
precincts located within its boundaries. The board of county
commissioners may relinquish the jurisdiction provided under

- 4subdivision a over all or any portion of a township or
townships under its jurisdiction to a city for the purpose of establishing
a voting precinct if a majority of the governing body of the city agrees
to assume such jurisdiction. The governing body of a city, by majority
vote, may return jurisdiction granted herein to the county and the
county shall accept that jurisdiction.

2. When- under subsection 1, a board of «
in with the ora d
shall consult with and seek the and
boundaries of the from of the
within the the of the district

chairman of a a board of in
consultation with the or the of a shall
consider to boundaries."

Page 6, after line 10, insert:

"SECTION 16. REPEAL. Sections 16.1-03-12 and 16.1-03-19 of the North
Dakota Century Code are repealed.”

Renumber accordingly
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