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2013 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Senate Human Services Committee 
Red River Room, State Capitol 

SB 2108 
1/16/13 

Recording Job Number: 17298 

D Conference Committee 

Committee Clerk Signature: 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

Relating to services provided at the regional human service centers and to human service 
councils. 

Minutes: 

Alex C. Schweitzer, Director of Field Services for the Department of Human Services 
(DHS), is first to testify in support of SB 2108. 

See attached testimony #1. 

During the testimony Chairman Lee asks Mr. Schweitzer to clarify who appoints the 
advisory council members. It is clarified by Mr. Schweitzer that the Executive Director 
would be making the appointments but not more than one-third would be county 
commissioners. 

Floor is open for questions from the committee. 

Senator Anderson asks for the reason/backg�ound for the change. 

Mr. Schweitzer explains that there were quite a few concerns about who they would need 
to respond to. The councils felt like they had responsibilities to know what was going on 
and, because of conflicts over the years, they felt it was necessary to clean it up and move 
them to an advisory council, as opposed to a governing body. 

Senator Anderson asks if the counties currently put in any money into the Human 
Services Department and Mr. Schweitzer states that they do not. 

Senator Axness asks for clarification on page 1, section 1, line 14. 

Mr. Schweitzer explains it is centrally controlled through DHS. 

Senator Dever reads the verbiage on page 4, line 7 and line 14 and asks if this means the 
qualified medical professional has to be a psychiatrist. 
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Mr. Schweitzer explains that they do have to be a psychiatrist because of the mental 
health and substance abuse services the regional human services center provide. This is 
not a new thing, it's just being clarified. 

No further questions from the committee for Mr. Schweitzer. 

No further testimony in favor or opposition. 

Chairman Lee wants to ask Terry Traynor for a comment on what the counties response 
would be to the change before proceeding with the action. 

Chairman Lee closes hearing on SB 2108. 



2013 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Senate Human Services Committee 
Red River Room, State Capitol 

SB 2108 
1/21/13 

Recording Job Number: 17470 

D Conference Committee 

Committee Clerk Signature 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

Relating to services provided at the regional human service centers and to human service 
councils. 

Minutes: You may make reference 

Committee discussion on SB 2108. 

Chairman Lee is not re-opening the hearing but just wants to give Terry Traynor, North 
Dakota Association of Counties, the opportunity to speak to the committee to provide a 
response from the counties. 

Terry Traynor explained the Bill to the commissioners on his Friday conference call and 
asked for their thoughts. He shared their concerns with the committee. 

Chairman Lee asks Mr. Traynor if he would be willing to meet with someone from the 
Department to see if some middle ground can be reached to take care of the counties 
concerns while addressing the goals of the Department. 

Mr. Traynor says he will meet with the Department and get back to the committee. 

No further questions or discussion from the committee. 
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Red River Room, State Capitol 

SB 2108 
1/23/13 

Recording Job Number: 17635 

0 Conference Committee 

Committee Clerk Signature: � 
Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

Relating to services provided at the regional human service centers and to human service 
councils. 

Minutes: You may make reference to "attached testimony." 

Committee discussion #2 on SB 2108. 

Committee reviews the proposed amendments from Terry Traynor, Association of 
Counties, and Alex Schweitzer, Department of Human Services (see attachment #2). 

Senator Anderson moves to adopt the proposed amendments. 

Senator Larsen seconds. 

Roll call vote: 5-0, motion to adopt amendment passes. 

Senator Anderson moves Do Pass as Amended. 

Senator Axness seconds. 

Senator Larsen and Chairman Lee discuss and clarify the difference between regional 
health units and public health units. 

Roll call vote: 5-0, Do Pass as Amended. 

Senator Anderson carries Bill to the floor. 



13.8108.01001 
Title. 02000 

Adopted by the Human Services Committee 

January 24, 2013 

PROPOSED AMEND MENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2108 

Page 2, line 15, overstrike "County" and insert immediately thereafter "The director shall 
appoint two current county" 

Page 2, line 16, overstrike "may" and insert immediately thereafter."and one current county 
social service board member to" 

Page 2, line 16, remove "advisory group;" 

Page 2, line 17, overstrike "provided, that" 

Page 2, line 17, overstrike "commission members do not comprise more than one-third of the" 

Page 2, line 18, overstrike ''total" 

Page 2, line 18, remove "advisory group" 

Page 2, line 18, overstrike "members" and insert immediately thereafter "advisory group. The 
director may appoint an additional current commissioner to serve in lieu of the current 
county social service board member" 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 



Date: ;/.:Js/;3 
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Senate Human Services 

2013 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. :;J / 02\ 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 13, g I og. 0/ ao I 

Committee 

Action Taken: D Do Pass D Do Not Pass D Amended �dopt Amendment 

D Rerefer to Appropriations D Reconsider 

Motion Made By S.m. AndJ.¥8\.V) Seconded By St.n- loJSQJI\ 
Senators Yes/ No Senator Yes 

Chariman Judy Lee v Senator Tyler Axness v 
Vice Chairman Oley Larsen v 
Senator Dick Dever a/ 
Senator Howard Anderson, Jr. V' 

No 

Total (Yes) _ _,_5..__ ______ No _0-=----------
Absent 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



Date: / /?3(;3 
Roll Call Vote #: 3Z. 

2013 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

siLL/REsoLuTioN No. ,;< 1 o""? 
Senate Human Services Committee 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number /3. � /Q'(i. 0 I QD I 
Action Taken: �Do Pass 0 Do Not Pass �mended D Adopt Amendment 

0 Rerefer to Appropriations D Reconsider 

Motion Made By Sg Jo. {\n J...e liDll\ 

Senators Yes 
Chariman Judy Lee iv 
Vice Chairman Oley Larsen ;// 
Senator Dick Dever v 
Senator Howard Anderson, Jr. ;/ 

Seconded By �. fflh 1 $S 0 

No Senator Yes 
Senator Tyler Axness v 

No 

Total (Yes) 5 No 0 
--�--��------------- ---�----------------------

Absent 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 



Com Standing Committee Report 
January 25, 2013 10:24am 

Module ID: s_stcomrep_14_005 
Carrier: Anderson 

Insert LC: 13.8108.01001 Title: 02000 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2108: Human Services Committee (Sen. J. Lee, Chairman) recommends 

AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS 
(5 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2108 was placed on the 
Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 2, line 15, overstrike "County" and insert immediately thereafter "The director shall 
appoint two current county" 

Page 2, line 16, overstrike "may" and insert immediately thereafter "and one current county 
social service board member to" 

Page 2, line 16, remove "advisory group:" 

Page 2, line 17, overstrike "provided, that" 

Page 2, line 17, overstrike "commission members do not comprise more than one-third of 
the" 

Page 2, line 18, overstrike "total" 

Page 2, line 18, remove "advisory group" 

Page 2, line 18, overstrike "members" and insert immediately thereafter "advisory group. The 
director may appoint an additional current commissioner to serve in lieu of the 
current county social service board member" 

Renumber accordingly 

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 s_stcomrep_14_005 



2013 HOUSE HUMAN SERVICES 

SB 2108 



2013 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

House Human Services Committee 
Fort Union Room, State Capitol 

SB 2108 
March 18, 2013 

Job #20137 

D Conference Committee 

Committee Clerk Signature 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/res 

Relating to services provided at the regional human service centers and to human service 
councils. 

Minutes: See Testimony #1 

Chairman Weisz opened the hearing on SB 2108. 

Alex Schweitzer: Director of Field Services for the DHS testified in support of the bill. (See 
Testimony #1) 

5:33 
Rep. Laning: What is the main motivation for this bill? 

Schweitzer: The human service centers are under the jurisdiction of their Executive 
Director of DHS. To assure these councils are advisory to the director and the local 
regions; that the director has the authority to appoint the members. The advisory groups 
are to work with the regional human service director and the department in identifying 
services, needs, programs, issues that may be in regard to human services. We are trying 
to clarify the statutory authority. 

Rep. Porter: If we are streamlining this to be more of an advisory group back to the 
director, on page 3 on the top, on line 1; why wouldn't we have the chair of the advisory 
group, the regional director rather than one of the advisory group members? 

Schweitzer: The intent is for the advisory group to provide input to the director. 

Rep. Mooney: This is regional boards not county, correct. 

Schweitzer: Correct. 

Rep. Silbernagel: The number of 13 members; has that been around forever? 

Schweitzer: This legislation does not change the number of members. It has been pretty 
much been 13. 
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Rep. Silbernagel: Is there some magic in that? Could 10 or 11 be as effective? Is there 
methodology for 13? 

Schweitzer: I don't think there has been any methodology. It is what it has been. 

NO OPPOSITION 

Chairman Weisz closed the hearing. 



2013 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

House Human Services Committee 
Fort Union Room, State Capitol 

SB 2108 
March 26, 2013 

Job 20472 

0 Conference Committee 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

A BILL relating to services provided at the regional human service centers and to human 
service councils. 

Minutes: 

Chairman Weisz: Let's look at SB 2108. Page 2, line 15 where the director shall appoint 
two current county commissioners. It's no longer appointed by the county is their concern. 

Representative Porter: I think their real concern is line 11 and 12 on page 2. Taking the 
language out about the county commissioners. 

Chairman Weisz: They lose that and this ties into line 15 and 16. 

1:15 Representative Porter: The Association of Counties didn't offer any opposition to 
this. The question that comes up is, whose advisory group is it and it is the department of 
human services advisory group. The question can be reversed. Why should the county 
commission be appointing something that is human service advisory group? 

2:27 Chairman Weisz: If 1233 passes in the form it went over or that comes out of this 
committee, is really not needed. If all we do is take over the program costs, then you don't 
really need the advisory council. 

3:07 Representative Mooney: In our county when this comes up we look to our director to 
come up with the names for an appointment to the board. It makes sense to me. I don't 
see why this would be a problem. 

3:57 Representative Laning: Our county commissioners look at it the other way. They 
say the appointment authority should come from them. A problem in the bill with the 
language on page 2, line 19-22. We need to amend this even if we pass it. 

5:32 Chairman Weisz: This is multiple counties. I can see where each county wants their 
own turf. This is for the region. Are they going to know from two counties over better 
qualified to be on that advisory council also? My county had those same concerns. 
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6:47 Representative Porter: We don't have to amend to fix it. The council will never put 
in a duplication when they look at the bill. 

Chairman Weisz: The code is just going to have the one line. 

7:49 Representative Mooney: On page 2 they are referring to the regional director, 
correct? 

Chairman Weisz: Correct. 

Representative Mooney: There are two county commissioners from each county that 
would be appointed to that regional board? 

Chairman Weisz: It's two and one current social service board member. You are getting 
three from each county. 

8:37 Representative Laning: In my county the advisory group would be made up of 4 
counties. There is one social worker for the four counties. 

Chairman Weisz: We are talking social service board member. 

Representative Laning: Didn't it say the social worker could be appointed as one? 

9:20 Representative Porter: It would be a current member of that counties social service 
board. Three from each county from a 13 member board. 

Chairman Weisz: How do you have three from each county if you have five counties? 

10:30 Representative Porter: Line 27 spells out that in addition to that top language that 
the real extent is just one person from each county. 

Chairman Weisz: The top line doesn't mean per county. It means on the council there has 
to be two current county commissioners. 

Representative Silbernagel: I move a Do Pass on SB 2108. 
Representative Looysen. 

A Do Pass Roll Call vote: Yes= 11, No= 1, Absent= 1 

Carrier: Representative Hofstad. 

Chairman Weisz closed the meeting. 

Seconded by 



2013 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 

House Human Services Committee 
Fort Union Room, State Capitol 

April 1, 2013 
SB 2108 

Job #20744 

D Conference Committee 

Explanation or reason for introduction o bill/resolution: 

Relating to services provided at the regional human service centers. 

Minutes: See Attachment #1 

Chairman Weisz: We need to reconsider SB 2108. There was duplicative language in the 
bill and I thought L.C. would fix that and they said no we can't fix that. I thought the 
committee might want to reconsider and take that language out. 

Rep. Porter: I move we reconsider where we passed SB 2108. 

Vice-Chair Hofstad: Second. 

VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 

Vice-Chair Hofstad: I move we amend 2108 and take out the duplicative language. 

Rep. Silbernagel: Second. 

VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 

Rep. Laning: I move a Do Pass as Amended on SB 2108. 

Rep. Fehr: Second. 

ROLL CALL: 13 y 0 n 0 absent 

Bill Carrier: Rep. Hofstad 



\}Y2_ 
13.8108.02001 
Title.03000 

Adopted by the Human Services Committee '-1 /I J J-3 
April 1, 2013 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE BILL NO. 2108 

Page 2, line 19, remove "The director may appoint an additional current commissioner" 

Page 2, line 20, remove "to serve in lieu of the current county social service board member." 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 13.8108.02001 



Date: 3-c)&-/3 
Roll Call Vote#: ----'-/ __ _ 

H ouse Human Service s 

2013 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES'!/ ry 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. o<t2o 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Committee 

Action Taken: X Do Pass D Do Not Pass 0 Amended 0 Adopt Amendment 

D Rerefer to Appropriations D Reconsider 

M otion Made By !iff �econded By lilt' er:_� 
// / 

Representatives Ye� VjNo Representatives Yes/ /No 
CHAIRMAN WEISZ V/: j REP. MOONEY V/ / 
VICE-CHAIRMAN HOFSTAD 1/// / REP. MUSCHA V/ 
REP. ANDERSON // / REY OVERSEN v 
REP. DAMSCHEN v / 
REP. FEHR H I / 
REP. KIEFERT 1/ //'/ 
REP. LANING 

l" ./, ��� 
REP. LOOYSEN V.-1 
REP. PORTER VI 
REP. SILBERNAGEL I 

Tota l (Yes) II No I I 

Absent 

Flo or As signment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indica 



Date: t/v/0;5 
Roll Call Vote #: _],__ __ 

House Human Services 

2013 HOUSE STANDING COMMITT(jEE 
ROLL CALL VOTE�){) 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. � 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Committee 

Action Taken: D Do Pass D Do Not Pass D Amended D Adopt Amendment 

D Rerefer to Appropriations XReconsider 

Representatives Yes No Representatives Yes No 
CHAIRMAN WEISZ REP. MOONEY 
VICE-CHAIRMAN HOFSTAD REP. MUSCHA 
REP. ANDERSON REP. OVERSEN 
REP. DAMSCHEN 
REP. FEHR 
REP. KIEFERT 
REP. LANING 
REP. LOOYSEN 
REP. PORTER 
REP. SILBERNAGEL 

Total (Yes) ____________________ No ______________ _ 

Absent 

Floor Assignment 

lithe vote is on an amendment, br;� �� 

WJdz;Hu 



Date: Lj-/-j 3 
Roll Call Vote #: X 

2013 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. -;2 /t1 f 
House Human Services Committee 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Action Taken: D Do Pass D Do Not Pass D Amended D Adopt Amendment 

D Rerefer to Appropriations D Reconsider 

Representatives Yes No Representatives 
CHAIRMAN WEISZ REP. MOONEY 
VICE-CHAIRMAN HOFSTAD REP. MUSCHA 
REP. ANDERSON REP. OVERSEN 
REP. DAMSCHEN 
REP. FEHR 
REP. KIEFERT 
REP. LANING 
REP. LOOYSEN 
REP. PORTER 
REP. SILBERNAGEL 

Yes No 

Total (Yes) __________ No __________ __ _ 

Absent 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 
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Roll Call Vote#: __,.3...,.::;_ __ 

House Human Services 

2013 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOT� rY 

BILL/RESOLUTION No. O 6 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Committee 

Action Taken: �Do Pass D Do Not Pass� Amended D Adopt Amendment 

D Rerefer to Appropriations D Reconsider 

Motion Made By� �' Seconded By ) U v I y � � 
Representatives Ye� VNo Representatives Yes/ 'M 

CHAIRMAN WEISZ l(L L REP. MOONEY // v 
VICE-CHAIRMAN HOFSTAD 1// REP. MUSCHA V/ 
REP. ANDERSON � v REP. OVERSEN }/ 
REP. DAMSCHEN V / v/ 
REP. FEHR '// v 
REP. Kl EFERT V/ v 
REP. LANING V/ / 
REP. LOOYSEN V/ / 
REP. PORTER V/ 
REP. SILBERNAGEL v 

Total (Yes) / 3 No --"c[}...c-------------
Absent 0� 
Floor A�ignme� -��������L�-��������--------� 

If the vote is on an amend men: let� indicate in ent: 

/ 



Com Standing Committee Report 
March 26, 2013 12:03pm 

Module ID: h_stcomrep_53_009 
Carrier: Hofstad 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2108, as engrossed: Human Services Committee (Rep. Weisz, Chairman) 

recommends DO PASS (11 YEAS, 1 NAYS, 1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). 
Engrossed SB 2108 was placed on the Fourteenth order on the calendar. 

(1) DESK (3) COMMITIEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_53_009 



Com Standing Committee Report 
April 2, 2013 8:40am 

Module ID: h_stcomrep_58_004 
Carrier: Hofstad 

Insert LC: 13.8108.02001 Title: 03000 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
SB 2108, as engrossed: Human Services Committee (Rep. Weisz, Chairman) 

recommends AMENDMENTS AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends 
DO PASS (13 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). Engrossed SB 2108 
was placed on the Sixth order on the calendar. 

Page 2, line 19, remove "The director may appoint an additional current commissioner" 

Page 2, line 20, remove "to serve in lieu of the current county social service board member." 

Renumber accordingly 

(1) DESK (3) COMMITTEE Page 1 h_stcomrep_58_004 
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Testimony 
Senate Bill 2108 -Department of Human Services· 

Senate Human Services Committee 
Senator Lee, Chairman 

January 16, 2013 

Chairman Lee/ members of the Senate Human Services Committee, I am 

Alex C. Schweitzer, Director of Field Services for the Department of Human 

Services (DHS). I am here today to testify in support of Senate Bill 2108, 

introduced at the request of the Department of Human Services. 

Senate Bill 2108 makes changes to the statute in regard to the regional 

human service councils and the DHS regional human service centers (HSCs). 

Additionally, there are multiple changes that are more housekeeping than 

substantive changes. 

Section 1, (1), line 14, cleans up language that describes the role of the 

regional HSCs. 

The change on page 1, line 14, cleans up language that describes the role of 

regional HSCs. While these services are provided from the HSC locations, 

they are functions of divisions of the DHS central office. 

The change on page 2, line 9, allows the Executive Director of DHS to 

appoint the members of each regional HSC's human service council, and 

changes the nature of the council to advisory group. 

1 



• The intent of the change is to clarify that the Executive Director of 

DHS has statutory authority over the regional HSCs and that local 

councils are advisory with respect to the day-to-day operation of the 

HSC. 

The change on page 2, line 10, is a language change in respect to 

membership on the advisory group. 

• The number of members was chosen to assure that the counties in the 

specific regions are well represented on the advisory group. 

The change on page 2, lines 11 through 15, Section 1, (3), removes the 

requirement that members are appointed by the board of county 

commissioners of the respective counties in the region and requires each 

member of the advisory group to be a resident of a county served by the 

regional HSC. 

• Again, the intent of the change was to clarify the authority of the 

Executive Director of DHS with respect to the regional HSCs and to 

establish residency requirements. 

The changes on Page 2, lines 16 through 18, changes language to limit 

representation by county commissioners on the regional advisory group, not 

to exceed one-third of the members. 

• The change is to reflect the change to an advisory group and to_ clean 

up the existing language. 

2 



The changes on page 2, lines 18 through 21, Section 1, (3), describes the 

term of office for the members of the regional advisory group. 

• This change simply acknowledges that if an advisory group has fewer 

than 13 members, which it may, there won't be six or seven members 

whose terms will expire each year. Only one-half the member's terms 

will expire one year and one-half the next. 

The changes on page 2, lines 21 through 31, Section 1, (3), line 21 through 

31, requires the Executive Director of DHS to select members of each 

regional advisory group and appoint a chairman of each advisory group in 

the eight regions of the state. 

• Again, these changes in this section relates to the authority of the 

Executive Director of DHS. 

The changes on page 3, lines 1 through 9, requires the Executive Director of 

DHS to fill vacancies on the advisory group and cleans up language relative 

to, the compensation of members, and the expenses of the advisory 

members. 

Section 2, (1), line 15 through 25, relates to the duties of the advisory group 

and removes (4), lines 23 and 24, relating to the review of budgets. 

• The intent of this section delineates the responsibilities of advisory 

group members. An advisory member should provide information and 

advice that will assure effective regional planning, needs assessment, 

review of services and programs, promote cooperation between 

3 



community entities and financing authorities, and make 

recommendations that lead to improvement in services, programs, 

and facilities. 

• Another significant change is the removal of budget review by the 

advisory group, which statutorily lies within the authority of the 

Executive Director of DHS or designee. 

Section 3, line 29 through 31, removes the requirement that the Executive 

Director of DHS must consult with the regional human service council prior 

to appointing a regional HSC director and also allows for the Executive 

Director to designate authority over the regional director to a designee. 

• Again, the intent of the change is to clarify the authority of the 

Executive Director of DHS or a designee over the regional HSC and the 

regional director. 

Section 3, line 1 through 16, delineates the authority of the regional HSC 

director in relationship to the Executive Director of DHS or the director's 

designee, requires the regional director to hire a qualified medical director 

for the center who will coordinate mental health and medically-related 

services, allows for the medical director to be part-time or full-time and 

allows the regional director to be the medical director if the regional director 

is qualified to hold the position. 

• This section, again, delineates the authority of the Executive Director 

of DHS or the director's designee and requires that a qualified medical 

director coordinate mental health and medically-related services in 

their respective region. 

4 



The Department requests your favorable consideration of Senate Bill 2108. 

I would be happy to respond to any questions you may have. 

5 



13.8108.01xxx 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO SENATE BILL NO. 2108 

Page 2, line 11, replace "memeber" with "member" 

Page 2, line 15, overstrike "County" and insert immediately thereafter "The 

director shall appoint two current county" 

Page 2, line 16, overstrike "may" and insert immediately thereafter "and one 

current county social service board member to" 

Page 2, line 16, remove "advisory group" 

Page 2, line 16, overstrike the semi-colon 

Page 2, line 17, overstrike '�provided, that" 

Page 2, line 17, overstrike "commission members do not comprise more 

than one-third of the" 

Page 2, line 18, overstrike "total" 

Page 2, line 18, remove "advisory group" 

Page 2, line 18, overstrike "members" and insert immediately thereafter 

"advisory group. The director may appoint an additional current 

county commissioner to serve in lieu of the current county social 

service board member" 

Renumber accordingly 
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The section would read as follows: 

3. The director shall appoint a human service council of aadvisory group 

for each human service center shall be a council of not more 

ffi.a-n.consisting of up to thirteen members. The counciiEach group 

me-meber-member must be appointed by the boards of county 

commissioners of the respective counties 'Nithina resident of the region 

meeting jointly 'Nith the director of the regional human service center, 

except for the appointment of the initial human service council '>Nhich 

must be as provided in section 41 of chapter 486 of the 1981 Session 

ta-wsthe member is appointed to serve. County The director shall 

appoint two current county commissioners may and one current county 

social services board member to serve as members of tR-e� human service 

councila€1-vi-so-FY:g.r-e-u�mvided, that the commission members do not 

oomprise more than one third of the total counciladvi-so-fYiiroyp members 

advisory group. The director may appoint an additional current county 

commissioner to serve in lieu of a current county social service board 

member. The terms of office must be two years and arranged so that 

the term of s* one-half of the members shall expireexpires at the end 

of the first year and the term of seventhe remaining members sA-a-It 
expireexpires at the end of the second year. �qembersThe director shall 

select the members of each human service council are to be 

selectedadvisory group on the basis of population from residents of the 

counties in the region served by the human service center. Each 

county in the region must Ra-vebe represented by at least one member 

on the human service counciladvisory group. To the extent possible, 

membership e-rrof the counciladvisory group must reflect regional 

interests in the fields of developmental disabilities, social services, 

vocational rehabilitation, mental health, and alcoholism and drug 

abuse. MembersThe director shall el-e€tappoint a chairman for each 

advisory group from the council membership a chairman and other 

officers as the council deems necessary. All members of each council 

must be residents of the area served by the regional human service 

centerof the advisory group. VacanciesThe director shall fill a vacancy 

occurring on the boardwithin an advisory group for other than the 
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expiration of a term must be filled in the same manner as original 

appointments, except that appointments must be made only for the 

unexpired term. �4embersThe department shall compensate members 

of ffie_g_ human service council must be compensatedadvisory group at 

the rate of forty-five dollars per day, not to exceed twenty-five days in 

any one year. The department also shall pay members must also be 

-p-at€1- for mileage and actual expenses incurred in attending meetings 

and in the performance of their official duties in the amounts provided 

by law for other state officers. 



• 
Testimony 

Engrossed Senate Bill 2108 -Department of Human Services 

House Human Services Committee 

Representative Weisz, Chairman 

January 16, 2013 

Chairman Weisz, members of the House Human Services Committee, I am 

Alex C. Schweitzer, Director of Field Services for the Department of Human 

Services (DHS). I am here today to testify in support of Engrossed Senate 

Bill 2 108, introduced at the request of the Department of Human Services. 

Engrossed Senate Bill 2108 makes changes to the statutes governing the 

regional human service councils and the DHS regional human service centers 

• (HSCs). Additionally, there are multiple changes that are more 

housekeeping than substantive changes. 

• 

The change on page 1, line 14, cleans up language that describes the role of 

the regional human service centers. While these services are provided from 

the HSC locations, they are functions of divisions of the DHS central office. 

The change on page 2, line 9, requires the Executive Director of DHS to 

appoint the members of each regional human service center's human service 

council, and changes the nature of the council to advisory. The intent of 

this, like many of the changes proposed in this bill is to clarify that the 

Executive Director of DHS has statutory authority over the regional HSCs 

and proposes that local councils be made advisory with respect to the day­

to-day operation of the HSCs . 



• The change on page 2, line 10, clarifies existing language limiting 

membership on the advisory group to thirteen members. 

• 

• 

The changes on page 2, lines 1 1  through 15, remove the requirement that 

members are appointed by the board of county commissioners of the 

respective counties in the region and retains the requirement that each 

member of the advisory group be a resident of a county served by the 

regional HSC. 

The Senate amendment to the bill is found on page 2, l ines 15 through line 

18, and requires the Executive Director of DHS to appoint two current 

county commissioners and one current county social service board member 

to the advisory group. The amendment allows the Executive Director to 

appoint an additional county commissioner to serve in l ieu of the current 

county social service board member. 

The changes on page 2, lines 22 through 24, describe the term of office for 

the members of the regional advisory group. The actual terms of advisory 

group members are not changing. The proposed language acknowledges 

that not all advisory groups will have thirteen members, so one half of the 

members' terms expire at a time. 

The changes on page 2, lines 25 through 3 1, require the Executive Director 

of DHS to select members of each regional advisory group, to assure that 

each county in the region is represented on the advisory group, and to 

assure membership reflects the regional interests in human services. 

2 



• 

• 

• 

The changes on page 3, lines 1 through 4, require the Executive Director to 

appoint a chairman of each advisory group in the eight regions of the state. 

The changes on page 3, lines 4 through 12, require the Executive Director of 

DHS to fill vacancies on the advisory group and clean up the language 

relative to the compensation of members, and the expenses of advisory 

group members. 

The changes on page 3, lines 15 and 16, make the change from council to 

advisory group. 

The changes on page 3, lines 18 through 28, clarify the responsibilities of 

the advisory groups in light of the change of the councils to advisory groups. 

The changes on page 4, lines 2 through 4, remove the requirement that the 

Executive Director of DHS consult with the regional human service council 

prior to appointing a regional HSC director and clarify the Executive 

Director's authority to delegate oversight for the regional director to a 

designee. 

The changes on page 4, lines 5 through 20, delineate the authority of the 

Executive Director of DHS to identify a designee to assist with the oversight 

of the human service centers. 

Thank you. I would be happy to answer any questions. 
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13.8108.02001 
Title.03000 

Adopted by the Human Services Committee 

April 1, 2013 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO ENGROSSED SENATE B ILL NO. 2108 

Page 2, line 19, remove 'The director may appoint an additional current commissioner" 

Page 2, line 20, remove "to serve in lieu of the current county social service board member. " 

Renumber accordingly 

Page No. 1 13.8108.02001 
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