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Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolution: 

Relating to the requirements for initiated, referendum, and recall petitions. 

Minutes: You may make reference to "attached testimony." 

Chairman Jim Kasper opened the hearing on HB 1402. 

Vice Chair Randy Boehning appeared in support of this bill requiring a printed signature 
as well as a written signature on petitions. 

Rep. Karen Karls What do you think about the current scenario where students are not 
taught cursive anymore? 

Vice Chair Randy Boehning They do not need to know how to write or spell anymore, 
because when they text or on your ipad, they automatically have a spellcheck. I think we 
do need a little bit more writing classes in school. 

AI Jaeger, Secretary of State, appeared in support of this bill. Attachment 1. 
(Constitution and State Law) There is a right that people have to initiate a petition. 
Everybody else has the right to know that it was conducted in a legal and legitimate 
manner. Attachment 2. (Petition Sampling) If we are going to do what the constitution 
says and safeguard the process and protect the rights of the people to initiate and the 
rights of the people who don't initiate, then we need to do something. It is going to take 
more paper, but printing adds some credibility. With what happened last year (referring to 
a measure not being before the people because of the incorrect procedures of getting 
signatures) that by having to sign your name and print your name, I think that would be a 
little more challenging to forge thousands of signatures. 

Vice Chair Randy Boehning Are we seeing a lot of them that sign from out of state? Are 
we asking for 10? 

AI Jaeger It is very easy to spot. They just put down their address from their other state 
and we catch it. 
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Chairman Jim Kasper Is there a more severe penalty that is going to be put in that other 
bill to make this a felony so that we don't have to worry about amending this bill? 

AI Jaeger Yes. The other amendment the committee is considering because of Rep. 
Klemin says basically it is one thing that maybe these people had no clue what they were 
doing, but what about the guys that hired them. I caution the committee on how that is 
defined. Let us work with that bill. 

Rep. Steven Zaiser appeared in support of this bill. I was the chair of the sponsoring 
committee of one of those initiatives that went badly. It was a very complex piece of 
legislation that I needed assistance with to draft. There is a large organization that works 
as an advocate for a particular issue. They said they would be willing to come in and help. 
In the end they did nothing but harm. I agree and I think there should be additional 
tightening. 

No opposition. 

Hearing was closed. 

Rep. Vicky Steiner moved for a Do Pass. 

Rep. Jason Dockter seconded the motion. 

A roll call vote was taken and resulted in DO PASS, 12-0, 2 ABSENT. Rep. Steven Zaiser 
is the carrier of this bill. 
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Roll Call Vote#: ___ _ 

2013 HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ROLL CALL VOTES fL/O :Z,.... 

BILL/RESOLUTION NO. ___ _ 

House Government and Veterans Affairs 

D Check here for Conference Committee 

Legislative Council ;endment Number 

Committee 

Action Taken: Jll\ Do Pass D Do Not Pass 

D Rerefer to Appropriations 

D Amended D Adopt Amendment 

D Reconsider 

Motion Made By u� Seconded By 

Representatives Yes No Representatives Yes No 
Chairman Jim Kasper 'A Rep. Bill Amerman 
Vice Chairman Randy Boehning X Rep. Gail Mooney X 
Rep. Jason Dockter y Rep. Marie Strinden X' 
Rep. Karen Karls v Rep. Steven Zaiser \/ 
Rep. Ben Koppelman X' 
Rep. Vernon Laning "/.' 
Rep. Scott Louser y: 
Rep. Gary Paur y. 
Rep. Karen Rohr 
Rep. Vicky Steiner y 

Total (Yes) ----------�/�Jl __ No _CJ __________________ _ 

Absent 

Floor Assignment 

If the vote is on an amendment, briefly indicate intent: 
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Carrier: Zaiser 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1402: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Rep. Kasper, Chairman) 

recommends DO PASS (12 YEAS, 0 NAYS, 2 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). 
HB 1402 was placed on the Eleventh order on the calendar. 
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0 Conference Committee 

Explanation or reason for introduction of bill/resolutio 

A BILL for an Act relating to the requirements for initiated, referendum, and recall petitions. 

Minutes: 

Chairman Dever: Opened the hearing on HB 1402. 

Representative Boehning, District 27: Testified as sponsor and in support of the bill. 

(:45) AI Jaeger, Secretary of State: See Attachments #1A, #1 8, and #1 C for testimony in 

support of the bill. 

(10:10)Chairman Dever: It seems to me that when petitions are circulated to put 

someone's name on a ballot, that there is a place for the signature and a place for the 

printed name. Is that correct? 

AI Jaeger: No. 

Senator Nelson: At the beginning of the semester when I taught, I would hand out a sheet 

just like that. I had students that I had not seen that would come in and take exams that did 

not know how to write the name quite the name the original person knew how to write it. 

AI Jaeger: I think several of the examples I gave you are literally a line. 

Senator Nelson: One request I have is that you need to have the page in landscape to 

leave the boxes large enough so that those that are visually impaired had space to sign. 

AI Jaeger: That is a good point. One of the things that I do have control over is the format. 

I cannot touch the content but I do have control over format. 



Senate Government and Veterans Affairs Committee 
HB 1402 
03/22/2013 
Page 2 

(No others were present to testify.) 

Chairman Dever: Closed the hearing on HB 1402. 
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D Conference Committee 

Chairman Dever: Opened HB 1402 for committee discussion. 

Senator Poolman: Moved a Do Pass. 

Senator Schai ble: Seconded. 

A Roll Call Vote Was Taken: 6 yeas, 1 nay, 0 absent. 

Senator Poolman: Carrier. 



Date: _4--L.---/1...____ 
Roll Call Vote#: __ ] __ _ 

2013 SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE 

ROLL CALL VOTES 
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D Check here for Conference Committee 

· Legislative Council Amendment Number 

Committee 

Action Taken: �Do Pass 0 Do Not Pass 0 Amended 0 Adopt Amendment 

D Rerefer to Appropriations D Reconsider 

Motion Made By � · 1iv1raa12 Seconded By � �a..J:lc__. 
Senators Yes No Senator Yes No 

Chariman Dick Dever .tL Senator Carolyn Nelson / 
Vice Chairman Spencer Berry / Senator Richard Marcellais . £ 
Senator Dwight Cook / 
Senator Donald Schaible / 
Senator Nicole Poolman /" 

Total (Yes) _{p_.__ ________ No _ _L_ ___________ _ 

Absent �[2�-----��------�-------------
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
HB 1402: Government and Veterans Affairs Committee (Sen. Dever, Chairman) 

recommends DO PASS (6 YEAS, 1 NAYS, 0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). 
HB 1402 was placed on the Fourteenth order on the calendar. 
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SECRETARY OF STATE 
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

600 EAST BOULEVARD AVENUE DEPT 108 
BISMARCK ND 58505-0500 

North Dakota Constitution 
Article Ill 

E-MAI L  sos@nd.gov 

Section 1. While the legislative power of this state shall be vested in a legislative assembly consisting of 
a senate and a house of representatives, the people reserve the power to propose and enact laws by the 
initiative, including the call for a constitutional convention; to approve or reject legislative Acts, or parts 
thereof, by the referendum; to propose and adopt constitutional amendments by the initiative; and to 
recall certain elected officials. This article is self-executing and all of its provisions are mandatory. Laws 
may be enacted to facilitate and safeguard, but not to hamper, restrict. or impair these powers. 

Section 6. The secretary of state shall pass upon each petition. and if he finds it insufficient. he shall 
notify the "committee for the petitioners" and allow twenty days for correction or amendment. All 
decisions of the secretary of state in regard to any such petition shall be subject to review by the supreme 
court. But if the sufficiency of such petition is being reviewed at the time the ballot is prepared, the 
secretary of state shall place the measure on the ballot and no subsequent decision shall invalidate such 
measure if it is at such election approved by a majority of the votes cast thereon. If proceedings are 
brought against any petition upon any ground, the burden of proof shall be upon the party attacking it. 

North Dakota Century Code 

16.1-01-10. Secretary of state to pass upon sufficiency of petitions - Method - Time limit. 

The secretary of state shall have a reasonable period, not to exceed thirty-five days, in which to pass 
upon the sufficiency of any petition mentioned in section 16.1-01-09. The secretary of state shall conduct 
a representative random sampling of the signatures contained in the petitions by the use of 
questionnaires, postcards, telephone calls, personal interviews, or other accepted information gathering 
techniques, or any combinations thereof, to determine the validity of the signatures. Signatures 
determined by the secretary of state to be invalid may not be counted and all violations of law discovered 
by the secretary of state must be reported to the attorney general for prosecution . 
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PETITION TITLE 

This initiated measure would add a new section to article XI of the North Dakota Constitution 
guaranteeing the right of farmers and ranchers to engage in modem farming and ranching practices. 

FULL TEXT OF THE MEASURE 

IF MATERIAL IS UNDERSCORED, IT IS NEW MATERIAL WHICH IS BEING ADDED. 

IF MATERIAL IS OVERSTRUCK BY DASHES, THE MATERIAL IS BEING DELETED. 

IF MATERIAL IS NOT UNDERSCORED OR OVERSTRUCK, THE MATERIAL IS 

EXISTING LAW THAT IS NOT BEING CHANGED. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 29 of Article XI of the North Dakota Constitution is 

created and enacted as follows: 

Section 29. The right of farmers and ranchers to engage in modem farming and ranching practices 
shall be forever guaranteed in this state. No law shall be enacted which abridges the right of farmers 
and ranchers to employ agricultural technology, modem livestock production and ranching practices. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO PETITION SIGNERS 

You are being asked to sign a petition. You must be a qualified elector. This means you are 
eighteen years old, you have lived in North Dakota thirty days, and you are a United States citizen. 
All signers must add their complete residential address or rural route or general delivery address and 

the date of signing. Every qualified elector signing a petition must do so in the presence of the 
individual circulating the petition. 
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BISMARCK ND 58505-0500 

North Dakota Constitution 
Article Ill 

PH ONE (701) 328-2900 
FAX (701) 328-2992 

E-MAIL sos@nd.gov 

Section 1. While the legislative power of this state shall be vested in a legislative assembly consisting of 
a senate and a house of representatives, the people reserve the power to propose and enact laws by the 
initiative, including the call for a constitutional convention; to approve or reject legislative Acts, or parts 
thereof, by the referendum; to propose and adopt constitutional amendments by·the initiative; and to 
recall certain elected officials. This article is self-executing and all of its prOvisions are mandatory. Laws 
may be enacted to facilitate and safeguard. but not to hamper. restrict or impair these powers. 

Section 6. The secretary of state shall pass upon each petition, and if he finds it insufficient he shall 
notify the "committee for the petitioners" and allow twenty days for correction or amendment. All 
decisions of the secretary of state in regard to any such petition shall be subject to review by the supreme 
court. But if the sufficiency of such petition is being reviewed at the time the ballot is prepared, the 
secretary of state shall place the measure on the ballot and no subsequent decision shall invalidate such 
measure if it is at such election approved by a majority of the votes cast thereon. If proceedings are 
brought against any petition upon any ground, the burden of proof shall be upon the party attacking it. 

North Dakota Century Code 

16.1-01-10. Secretary of state to pass upon sufficiency of petitions- Method- Time limit. 

The secretary of state shall have a reasonable period, not to exceed thirty-five days, in which to pass 
upon the sufficiency of any petition mentioned in section 16.1-01-09. The secretary of state shall conduct 
a representative random sampling of the signatures contained in the petitions by the use of 
questionnaires, postcards, telephone calls, personal interviews, or other accepted information gathering 
techniques, or any combinations thereof, to determine the validity of the signatures. Signatures 
determined by the secretary of state to be invalid may not be counted and all violations of law discovered 
by the secretary of state must be reported to the attorney general for prosecution. 
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SECRETARY OF STATE 
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA 

600 EAST BOULEVARD AVENUE DEPT 108 
BISMARCK NO 58505-0500 

March 21,2013 

TO: Sen. Dever, Chairman, and Members of the Senate Government and Veterans' Affairs Committee 

FR: AI Jaeger, Secretary of State 

RE: HB 1402 - Print name on petitions 

According to the constitution and state law (attached), the Secretary of State is required to pass on the 
sufficiency of initiative and recall petitions by determining the validity of the signatures. 

Attached to this testimony are random samples of petition pages, on which are signatures that create a 
challenge to determine the identity of the signer in order to determine the validity of the elector. 

Therefore, this bill makes the following changes . 

Section 1. page 1. lines 9 through 11: In addition to the signature, the signer of the petition must legibly 
print his or her name. 

Section 1, page 2. lines 16 through 18: In addition to the signature, the signer of the petition must legibly 
print his or her name. 

Section 2, page 3, lines 19 through 29: In addition to the signature, the signer of the petition must legibly 
print his or her name. 

Section 2. page 4. lines 13 through 15: In addition to the signature, the signer of the petition must legibly 
print his or her name . 
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PETITION TITLE 

This initiated measure would add a new section to artiCle XI of the North Dakota Constitution 
guaranteeing the right of farmers and ranchers to engage in modem farming and ranching practices. 

FULL TEXT OF THE MEASURE 

IF MATERIAL IS UNDERSCORED, IT IS NEW MATERIAL WHICH IS BEING ADDED. 

IF MATERIAL IS OVERSTRUCK BY DASHES, THE MATERIAL IS BEING DELETED. 

IF MATERIAL IS NOT UNDERSCORED OR OVERSTRUCK, THE MATERIAL IS 

EXISTING LAW THAT IS NOT BEING CHANGED. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA: 

SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 29 of Article XI of the North Dakota Constitution is 
created and enacted as follows: 

Section 29. The right of farmers and ranchers to engage in modem farming and ranching practices 
shall be forever guaranteed in this state. No law shall be enacted which abridges the right of farmers 
and ranchers to employ agricultural technology, modem livestock production and ranching practices . 

INSTRUCTIONS TO PETITION SIGNERS 

You are being asked to sign a petition. You must be a qualified elector. This means you are 
eighteen years old, you have lived in North Dakota thirty days, and you are a United States citizen. 
All signers must add their complete residential address or rural route or general delivery address and 

the date of signing. Every qualified elector signing a petition must do so in the presence of the 
individual circulating the petition. 
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