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Minutes:

Senator Stanley Lyson, Chairman of the Senate Natural Resources Committee opened the
hearing on SB 2289 relating to the youth pheasant hunting season.

All members of the committee were present.

Senator Aaron Krauter of District 31 prime sponsor of SB 2289 introduced the bill stating it is
familiar as the issue was addressed last session. The bill creates a youth pheasant season in
North Dakota. The bill was passed in the senate but not the house chamber last session
although a youth pheasant hunting season was provided in the North Dakota Game and Fish
Department appropriatidn bili which gave it a temporary status. This bill would give it a
permanent sta‘.cus as a youth pheasant in North Dakota. The bill states the age bracket for a
youth would be someone who has completed hunter education and up to the age of 16. This
would make them eligible to hunt in the youth season which as stated in the bill is the Saturday
and Sunday before the opening of the regular season. The purpose of the bill is to offer
opportunities for youth but also offering safety in a positive experience. This is a proactive
piece of legislation.

Mitchell Krauter a youth hunter testified in support of SB 2289 (See attachment #1). He also

passed round to the committee pictures of his hunting success.
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Daniel Patterson, a youth hunter testified in support of SB 2289 (See attachment #2).

Mark Molesworth, father of Drew Molesworth presented his son’s telstimony in support of SB
2289 as Drew was not able to testify as he was taking tests in school. Drew testified before
the committee last session (See attachment #3).

Dennis Daniel testified in support of SB 2289 as Drew Molesworth is his grand nephew and
assured the committee Drew was hooked on hunting and that the previous session’s youth
hunting bill had a lot to do with it.

Leland Bratlie, Dayton, North Dakota testified in support of SB 2289 asking the committee to
pass the bill.

Senator Lyson asked for testimony in opposition to SB 2289.

Shawn McKenna, Executive Director of the North Dakota Wildlife Federation testified in
opposition to SB 2289 stating that youngsters as young as seven years old can join adults
hunting without hunter safety. So if a youngster does not have hunter safety, they are
eliminated from this early hunting weekend. Although the federation believes in the hunter
safety program and encourages every youth to take the program, this bill excludes those who
do not have it. |

Senator Lyson questioned at what age a youth is required to have hunter safety and wouldn’t
this bill encourage youth to attend the hunter safety course.

Roger Rostvet, Deputy Director of the North Dakota Game and Fish Department answered
that under 12 years of ages if accompanied by an adult.

Shawn McKenna agreed the bill might encourage the hunter safety.

Senator Lyson asked for neutral testimony of SB 2289.

Roger Rostvet, Deputy Director of the North Dakota Game and Fish Department. clarified HB

1311 has been moved out of committee with a do pass recommendation and is almost
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identical to SB 2289 except hunter safety is not included in the house bill. The department’s
youth hunter safety program is designed with a 12 years curriculum or that age level of reading
and comprehension level. Eleven year olds are allowed to take the course as well as some
instructors making exceptions. A younger youth would not be able to comprehend the age
level of the course. The bill introduced last session has been very successful but there have
been complaints about how the season was set up from families where one child was not old
enough to hunt the early season but could the next weekend or regular season.

Senator Lyson asked what the age requirements are for youth in regards to hunter safety.
Roger Rostvet explained being the hunter safety course is set up for 12 year olds and at 12
years of age thru16 years of age the youth is required to have hunter safety and has to hunt
with an adult. Under 12(_years of age a youth is not required to have hunter safety as they hunt
with an adult. Hunter safety classes are required for youth in order to acquire a license for up
land game, small game, big game, etc.

Senator Lyson asked why youth younger than 12 allowed hunting without the hunter safety
course.

Roger Rostvet answered because of the parental involvement.

Senator Constance Triplett asked for an explanation as to why the department does not
dévelop a broader curriculum for different age levels.

Roger Rostvet answered that there is not a specific problem to address in the age group that
does not hunt on there own nor is there an accident rate that warrants changes at this time.
Senator Triplett responded that just because there is not a high accident rate does not mean

that the need is being met. If there was a hunter safety program for 8 year olds maybe the

number of hunter participation might increase.
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Roger Rostvet responded there are high numbers of 8 and 10 year olds hunting and the
number continues to grow until about the age of 14 when they taper off.

Senator Layton Freborg asked for clarification if all youth require a license even before the
age of 12 years when hunter safety is required. |

Roger Rostvet confirmed this to be true.

Senator Lyson closed the hearing on SB 2289.

Senator Ben Tollefson made a motion for a Do Pass of SB 2289.

Senator Freborg second the motion.

A roll call vote for Do Pass of SB 2289 was taken indicating 6 Yeas, 0 Nays and 1 absent and
was left open until Senator Heitkamp had the opportunity to vote when he retuned from
testifying in énother committee.

Senator Heitkamp will carry SB 2289.

Senator Heitkamp returned to the committee and voted yes for the passage of SB 2289 |
making the final vote for a Do Pass of SB 2289 to be 7 Yeas, 0 Nays and 0 absent or not
voting.

Written testimony in opposition to SB 2289 from Foster Hagen of the Cass County Wildlife

Club was distributed to the members of the committee (See attachment # 4).
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This bill changes the age for participants in the youth pheasant hunting season from ages 12 through 16 to sixteen
years of age or younger.

B. Fiscal impact sections: /dentify and provide a brief description of the sections of the measure which
: have fiscal impact. Include any assumptions and comments relevant to the analysis.

No fiscal impact.

3. State fiscal effect detail: For information shown under state fiscal effect in 1A, please:
A. Revenues: Explain the revenue amounts. Provide detail, when appropriate, for each revenue type and
fund affected and any amounts included in the executive budget.
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and fund affected. Explain the relationship between the amounts shown for expenditures and
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continuing appropriation.
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Minutes:
Chairman Porter opened the hearing on HB 2289 and asked the clerk to read the title.
Senator Aaron Krauter, District 31, came forward as a sponsor of HB 2288. This bill is a bill
we have seen before and is a friendly bill. This is an issue that we brought forward last

. legislative session. Through the process we ended up getting a temporary hunting season for
youth to hunt pheasant on the Saturday and Sunday before the regular season. Today this is
the process where we make this a permanent opportunity for youth to hunt in North Dakota.
This also provides an opportunity for some incentives for a young person to ta|§e hunter safety
as that allows them to hunt on that Saturday and Sunday. We look at heritage‘ in North Dakota.
as something we want to provide for the longevity of the future of the state. When you can
provide for them to have a positive experience that is really all we want to provide for them.
Not every child has the chance to live in the country or live on a farm. To be able to go out as
a young person and build a relationship with a landowner, you can’t beat it. That is the future
where a lot of hunting opportunities are going to have to be developed. This is someone from
the city building a relationship with someone from the country and will provide a relationship
that is going to last forever not only in hunting but as we proceed in life. There may be some

. concern about the minimum age requirement of completing hunter safety. Let me tell you |
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. think everyone wants to be safe when they go out in the field to hunt especially with parents.

When you take hunter safety, it gives us one of those tools and when you are out there hunting
there is not a better way fo reinforce that education you have received. This not only reinforces
this to the young person, but it also reinforces this to the adult.

Representative Hunskor said there was some talk about 16 years of age and younger and he
was wondering what his perspective was on that issue.

Senator Krauter said that to him hunting is a privilege when you are educated properly. An
individual who is 8 years old can hunt without a license during the regular season when they
are with the adult. That is the adult’s responsibility along with that child. What | am looking at
here in this process is that this gives them that new opportunity to hunt prior to the season and
part of that incentive is to take hunter safety. Once you have completed that, your reward is to
get to actually go out and hunt before the season. My reason for bringing this here is to build
up that relationship on safety and that good opportunity to hunt. Part of that is to reinforce the
safety that is behind that.

Representative Hunskor said he understood that and he thought this was a good bill. Itis
good to go back home and to hear some of the thoughts there. People at home think this is a
little young and this gives us some ammunition to throw back at them.

Senator Krauter said that hunting is not about the killing, but is about the sport and the activity
should be about the hunt. This is about prov_iding the hunting as a sport.

Chairman Porter wanted to correct the record by saying that everyone needs a license to
hunt, no matter what age you are.

Senator Krauter asked if you need a hunting license to hunt on your own property.

Chairman Porter said no and even an adult does not need a license to hunt on their own

property.
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Representative Don Dietrich of District 42 came forward in support of SB 2289. See
attached written testimony marked as ltem #1. He said this would be a much better bill if it
were made to read as HB 1311. He read an email from a friend he had received that was
requesting him to amend SB 2289 to read as HB 1311. He thought this would make SB 2289
a much better bill.

Representative Hanson asked if he was suggesting that both of these bills become identical
and pass them both.

Representative Dietrich said he would love to see that.

Mr. Mitchell Krauter from Regent came forward in support. See attached written testimony
marked as ltem #2. He also brought along some deer slim Jims to share with the committee.
Mr. Drew Molesworth came forward in support of this bill. See written testimony attached and
marked as Item #3.

Mr. Kevin Remington, from Richardton, ND came forward in support of SB 2289. He thanked
the committee for their efforts on youth hunting. He wanted to give his opinion as a sportsman,
as a landowner, and finally as a father. He said as a sportsman, he can see no down side to
this. He can only see benefits to it. He said hunting is a good thing and is one of those
resources we have to share. As a landowner, he loves to let the youth accompanied by an
adult come onto his land. He thinks this is a good experience for all. As a father, beyond the
hunting aspect, this is an opportunity to share quality time with his children, away from the TV
and computer games, away from cell phones and their friends. They talk about life in general
including drinking, the meth problems in this state, about smoking and lots of other life issues
and life lessons. It is a time to discuss these things without any interruptions. His best
memories are the times he had with his father hunting and fishing. He urged a do pass on this

bill.
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Chairman Porter asked for any further testimony in favor of SB 2289. Hearing none, he
asked for testimony in opposition of SB 2289.

Mr. Mike Donahue of the ND Wildlife Federation and United Sportsmen of ND said they
concur with most things that have been heard this morning except that they would like to
remove the sunset clause. They do not agree with the part indicating which youth can hunt
and would also like the amendments made that would support those of HB 1311.

Mr. Paul Schadewald came to the podium at the request of Chairman Porter.

Chairman Porter asked what age the child could take hunter safety course and how full the
classes are.

Mr. Schadewald indicated the age to be 11 and the classes are very full. This age has to do
with the context of the course materials. They want them to be able to understand the reading
materials and the way it is presented. He indicated the classes are very full and there is a
steady demand for these classes. In some of the larger cities, they are having several
hundred students. It is a challenge to get classes for everyone that wants to take it.
Representative Hunskor asked if he said you could not take the hunter safety course if you
are under 12.

Mr. Schadewald said the minimum age is 11.

Chairman Porter closed the hearing on SB 2289.
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Minutes:

Chairman Porter asked the committee to consider SB 2289.

Representative Keiser made a motion for a do not pass.

Representative Hofstad seconded the motion.

Chairman Porter asked for discussion.

Representative Keiser said the alternative would be to amend this bill as suggested and
make it identical to HB 1311 and then you have two bills that are crossing back over. { think the
other bill has better policy. | support Senator Krauter's concept and | think it is a good one. |
don’t think that hunter safety wili be much of an issue with young people who want to hunt.
They are going to sign up for hunter's safety. It may have some merit, but | think we should
use the other bill as our vehicle.

Chairman Porter asked for further discussion. Hearing none, he asked the clerk to call the |

roll on a do not pass on SB 2289. Let the record show 7 yes, 5 no, with 2 absent.

Representative Keiser will carry this bill to the floor.
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Senate Natural Resources Committee
Senator Lyson, Chairman

Good morning Chairman Lyson and committee members of the Senate Natural
Resources Committee. My name is Mitchell Krauter from Regent, North Dakota.
I am here today to testify in support of SB 2289, which would make permanent a
youth pheasant hunting season.

Senate Bill 2289 is good for young people of North Dakota because it gives us a
chance to go out and hunt pheasants before they all get spooky. It gives me a
chance to take my time and practice all the things I learned in my hunter safety
classes.

In the winter of 2003, I took the hunter safety classes with my dad. It was a lot of
fun. The classes lasted about six weeks. We learned alot about different firearms
and how to hunt safely. My first year of pheasant hunting I had a 410 shot gun.
Now I use a Remington 20 gauge and hope to get a 12 gauge.

The past two years we had friends come out to our farm for the youth pheasant
hunt. It was a lot of fun. I have some pictures of our success . I made some

friendships that I hope will last forever.

I am asking that you vote for a Do Pass on SB 2289 and give us young hunters a
great experience.

Thank you,

I also brought along some deer slim jims I had made from my youth deer tag.
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DANIEL PATTERSON

My name is Daniel Patterson, I live in Bismarck. I am 15 years old and I go to
Horizon Middle School. I have completed a Hunter Education class and have been
hunting in the Youth Pheasant Season for two years. Those two years were great.

I have hunted on land south of Elgin and on Senator Krauter’s land. The times
that I went to Senator Krauter’s land during Youth Pheasant Season were a great
experience.

One time my Dad and [ went hunting at Senator Krauter’s farm during Youth
Pheasant Season. I thought it would just be Mitch Krauter and I, then I heard from my
dad that another group was coming. I didn’t know what to think. Before they got there, I
went out to the car to get ready. After a few minutes, they arrived. | saw in the car that it
was my friend, Drew, from school. We had talked about going hunting together before,
but never had.

When we were hunting, there were pheasants everywhere. There was a lot of
shooting and it was just Mitch, Drew and I.  Our dads helped us by walking in the tall
grass and corn, and by showing us how to be safe.

On our last walk when we were almost at the car, I heard shooting, but could not
see who was shooting. Then I found out that Drew shot his first pheasant with his dad by
his side.

I have always had a great time hunting during the Youth Pheasant Season because
I don’t have other people shooting before I do.

My dad taught me about the pheasants and the surroundings during Youth
Pheasant hunts, about how they nest, and how they go out and eat in the mornings and
afternoon. I would love it if | could still hunt during the Youth Pheasant Season, and I
know other kids would too.

[ ask for a “Do Pass” recommendation.
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Mr. Chairman and members of the committee: for the record, my name is
Drew Molesworth and I am 14 years old. Two years ago, Senator Krauter
wrote the first youth pheasant season bill and I testified in front of both the
Senate and the House Natural Resources Sub-committees. I appreciated
your vote in the Senate, but unfortunately, the House did not pass the bill.
Fortunately, a temporary season gave us a chance to try it out and see if it
was a good idea. I am here again, to support making the youth season
permanent.

When 1 testified 2 years ago, 1 had still not shot my first pheasant. This year,
during the youth season, I shot my first and second pheasant. It was a
wonderful experience for me, and [’'m sure that all over the state other kids
felt the same way getting their first pheasant. It was nice to have a crack at
the pheasants before the adult season opened and I’m sure it increased my
chances. If you were to pass this bill this year, kids everywhere could feel
this joy for years to come.

I can tell you from experience that hunter education was very important in
my becoming a safe hunter. That is why I support restricting the younger
age to those who have completed hunter education. If you were to watch the
news or look in the newspaper, you only hear about adults having hunting
accidents. I believe this is because of the quality of the hunter education
program in North Dakota.

In conclusion, I said it before and I'll say it again. I hear that you are always
looking for ways to keep young adults living in North Dakota. Hunting 1s
one of the best things about living in North Dakota. If you really want to
keep young people in this state, get them hooked on hunting.
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TESTIMONY OF FOSTER HAGER
CASS COUNTY WILDLIFE CLUB
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
ON

SB 2289

JANUARY 25, 2007

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

My name is Foster Hagen speaking on behalf of the Cass County Wildlife Club, an
organization of over 200 sportspeople, organized to promote conservation of wildlife,
. sportsmanship in hunting and fishing, and to support proper management of these re-
sources.
We oppose SB 2289 because it makes it impossible for an eleven year old to hunt
in the early youth secason.
Do we want young people to hunt or not?

Please give this btll a DO NOT PASS.

-
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. Youth Pheasant Hunting Season
Good Morning Mr. Chairman and members of the Natural Resources Committee,

For the record, my name is Don Dietrich, Representative in the House, serving
District 42 in Grand Forks. District 42 encompasses the University of North Dakota
and the surrounding residential area.

I am here today in support of SB 2289. SB 2289 allows for a youth pheasant
hunting season by governor’s proclamation.

As a 4H Instructor as well as a National Sporting Clays Instructor, I have been
involved in youth shooting sports and instruction for over 40 years. While
instructing the youth in North Dakota, I have found them to be very conscientious,
enthusiastic, as well as very safe in the handling of firearms. At all of the shooting
courses that I hold or have held, these youngsters are excited at the prospect of
hunting and the chance to put their new skills to the test in the field.

The youth hunting season is 2 wonderful idea as well as a great opportunity for our
.youth to enjoy pheasant hunting for a two day season without the competition for
land or from all the adult hunters who are in the field.

In my opinion, SB 2289 is a good bill, but would be much better if it contained the
same language as HB 1311 which has been passed in the House.

I have been contacted by parents and grandparents with concerns regarding the 12
year minimum age restriction. During the regular upland hunting season, there are
no age restrictions in regards as to what age a youngster may hunt as long as they
are with a parent or guardian, and I would hope that SB2289 would be amended to
contain the same language as HB1311 and make SB2289 a much better bill.

Thank you Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, I will stand for any
questions.

|




1. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

Hunter Education Requirement. Persons born after 1961 must
complete a certified Hunter Education course and presantthe certificate
earned to the license vendor to purchase a hunting license. Cartificates
from other states or Canada are valid. Exemptions: Persons who hunt
on land they own or operate and persons under 12 years of age
under.12 may hunt'if they have' appropriate licenses and are
panied by parent or guardian).
nimum Age. Persons uMoﬂSyea:sofageaﬁldwlthﬁreanns must
be ac:?dni-:panied by parant, guardian, or adult authorized by their parent
or guardian.

2. LICENSES

Maost hunting licenses are In the form of stamps which must be affixed
tothe backofa FISHING, HUNTING AND FURBEARER CERTIFICATE.
Stamps and licenses must be signad in ink,

Pheasant, partridge, grouse, duck, goose, swan, merganser, sandghill
crane, coot, crow, snipe, dove, woodcock, and squirrel hunters must
possess general game and habitat licenses and small game ficenses
{exception: nonresidents hunting only waterfowl do not need a small

game license, residents and qualitying nonrastdents under 16 years of

age do not need a small game license, and nonresident crane hunters
need either a small game license or a waterfowl license). In addition, all
duck, goose, swan, and merganser huntars 16 yaars of age or older
must possess federal migratory bird hunting stamps; ail crane, swan,
and pinnated grouse hunters must possess special permits, and all
nonresident duck, goose, swan, merganser, and coot hunters must
possess nonresident waterfowl licenses. All migratory game bird
huntars must be certifled annually through the Harvest information

Program (HIP).

Harveast Information Program (HIP) — All migratory game bird hunters must
register annually with the Migratory Bird Harvast Information Program (HIP)
before hunting ducks, g:uo. awans, mergansers, cootls, cranes, snipe,
doves and woodcock. Before your license to hunt Is legal you must register
by calling toll free 1-888-834-4798. After answering a briet survey you will
raceive a HIP registration number which must be recorded on your fishing,
hunting and furbearer certificate. (NOTE: If you purchase your hunting licensa
he Department's Bismarck office, through the Department's website, or
he phone with the toll-free number you can easily be HIP registered. if

rliclpated in the spri;? 8now goose consarvation hunt you should have
dy been HIP registered.) HIP is a US Fish and Wildife Service program

l esigned to measure the harvest of migratory birds for management purpeses.

Nonresident asmall game hunters may hunt statewlde but must
select two 7 day hunting periods or one 14 day hunting period. They
may purchase more than one smail game license per year.

Hunters and frappers are required to purchase licenses, except any
residant, or member of his or her family permanently residing with him or her,
may hunt smail gama, trap or snare during the open season without a license
upen land owned or leased by him or her, but otherwise Is governed by
seasons, limits, and all other regulations. Please refer to the 2006-2007
Furbearer Guide (tan colored brochure) for specific furbearer seascn details.

Residents do not need a license to take unprotected species of wildlifs.
Nonresidents hunting only unprotected species of wildlite {prairie dogs,
rabbits, skunks, gophers} need only a nongame license.

A resident combination licanse is available which consists of fishing, smalt
game, general game and habitat, and furbearer licenses.

Nonresident youth hunting licenses. Anonrasident under age sixtesn
naed only purchase a Nerth Dakota resident fishing, hunting and furbaarer
certificate and a North Dakota resident general game and habitat licanse to
hunt small game and waterfowl excapt swans and wild turkeys; provided, that
tha nonresident's state, or province or territory of Canada, of residence
provides a reciprocal licensing agreement for North Dakoia residents
who are also under age sixteen. (Currently siates of CO, CT, 1D, KY, MJ,
MN, MO, MS, NE, NJ, OH, TN, TX, and WI guailty.) To be oligible, a
nonresident youth may not have turned sixteen before September first of the
year for which the license is issued and must possess a certificate of
completion for a cerlified hunter education course. The nonresident youth may
only hunt under the supervigion ot an adult family member or legal guardian
who Is licansed 1o hunt small game or watarfow! in this siate and is subject to
the same regulations as that youth's adult family member or legal guardlan.

Nonresident full-time students living In North Dakota, who
a ending a state or tribal college, or a private institution of
ucatlon, may qualify for purchasing resident (non lottery)

. Please contact the Department for details.

MIGRATORY BIRD HUNTING STAMP. No persons 16 years of
age or older, including landownars, shafl hunt, kill, or take ducks, geese,
swans or mergansers without having in his or her possession a federal
migratory bird hunting and conservation stamp (duck stamp} for tha season
and validated by his or her signature written across the face of it In ink,

Hunting on North Dakots Indian Reservations — If an individual
hunts exclusively on Indian lands within the exterior boundaries of an Indian
Reservation, a tribal licanse is required and a state hunting license is not
required. Hunting on nen Indian lands within the exterior boundaries of an
Indlan Reservation requires a state hunting licanse. Game taken legally with
& Iribal license within the exterior boundaries of an Indian Reservation ma
he possessed and transported anywhare in North Dakota.

3. DEFINITION OF TERMS

“Game” shall include any of those specias of small game, or furbearers
as defined in Section 20.1-01-02 of the North Dakela Century Code.

“Small Game” shall include all game birds (including waterfowl) and tree
squirrets.

“Upland Game” shall include sharp-tailed and sage grouse, pinnated
grouse (pragie chicken), Hungarian partridge, pheasants, rufed grouse, and
tree squirrels. .

“Migratory GameBirds” shallinclude ducks, geese, swans, mergansers,
coots, cranes, snipe, dove and woodcock. All hunters must-be HIP
registered,

“Waterfowl” shall include ducks, geese, swans, mergansers, and coots.

“Daily Bag Limit" (Dally Limit) means the maximum number of the
particular game rafarred to in single or aggregate for which a bag fimit is
prescribad and that one hunter, legally licensed by this state, may take or
killfor that species during a single hunting day, within the boundaries of this
slate to Include Indian Reservations.

“Possession-LImit" means the maximum nufmber of the particuist
game referrad to (except walerfowl and migratory.game birds) that a
hunter, legally licensed by this state, may have in histher actual possession
during any phase of any single hunting trip, vanture, or expedition of more
than one day. No more than a dally limit may be taken on any one day. The
possession limit at ones personal permanent rasidence is unlimited.

“Possgesslon Limit for Waterfow! and Migratory Game Birds”
means the maximum number of migratory game birds of a single species
or a combination of species permitied to be possessad by any one person
when lawfully taken in the United States in any one specified geographic
araa for which a possassion limit is prescribed.

“Migratory Bird Preservation Facility” any person or business for
hire or other consideration, taxidermist, cold storage or locker piant
facility, or hunting club which receives, possesses, or has in custody,—
any migratory game birds belonging to another for purposes of picking”
cleaning, freezing, processing, storage or shipment.

“Posgsesslon of Shot ather than Non-Toxlc Shot™ means.in the gun,™--
or in the pockets, or within reach while in the process of hunting. See non-
toxic shot regulations described in this guide.

4. CROWS
Open Area: Statewlde
Fall Opens: August 12
Season Closes: October 22
Spring Opeons: March 17
Season Closes: April 29
Daily Limit: Thers is no
Possaasion Limit; limit on Crows
Shooting Hours: 1/2 hour before sunrige o sunset

in addition to the crow season, crows may be taken whan committing or
about fo commit depredation as specified in lederal law (S0CFR21.43).

8. CANADA GEESE (September Season)

Open Area: Statewide
Opens: September 1
Clases: September 15
Daily Limit: 5
Possession Limit: 10
Shooting Hours:

1/2 hour before sunrise to sunset ( '

Besidas possessing the required licenses listed in section 2, hunte
must be HIP registered. Residents and nonresidants are eligible to hunt, ™-.

Nonresidents who hunt during this season in Sargent and Richland counties
may do so without counting against thelr 14 day, 7 day, or two 7 day hunting period
restrictions. Otherwiss, nonresidents may hunt only during the period that their
nanresiient waterfow! license is valid and must stay within selected zonas
{axception - statewide licanse doss not restrict o zones).
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SB 2289
House Natural Resources Committee
Representative Porter, Chairman

Good morning Chairman Porter and committee members of
the House Natural Resources Committee. My name is Mitchell
Krauter from Regent, North Dakota. 1 am here today to testify in
support of SB 2289, which would make permanent a youth
pheasant hunting season.

Senate Bill 2289 is good for the young people of North
Dakota because it gives us a chance to go out and hunt pheasants
before they all get spooked. It gives me a chance to take my time
and practice all the things I learned in hunter safety classes.

In the winter of 2003 I took the hunter safety classes with my
dad. It was a lot of fun. The classes lasted about six weeks. We
. learned a lot about different firearms and how to hunt safely.

My first year of bird hunting I used a 410 shotgun that my
grandfather had and now I use the 20 gauge but hope to have a 12
gauge this next year.

The past two years we had friends come out to our farm for
youth pheasant hunt. It was a lot of fun. I have some pictures of
our results. I made some friendships that I hope will last forever.

I am asking that you vote for a Do Pass on SB 2289 and give
the young people in North Dakota a great experience.

Thank you,

I also brought along some deer slim jims I had made from my
youth deer tag,
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SB 2289 TESTIMONY
HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
BY: DREW MOLESWORTH
FEBRUARY 22, 2007

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee: for the record, my name is
Drew Molesworth and I am 14 years old. Two years ago, Senator Krauter
wrote the first youth pheasant season bill and I testified in front of both the
Senate and the House Natural Resources Sub-committees. Unfortunately,
the bill did not pass. Fortunately, a temporary season gave us a chance to try
it out and see if it was a good idea. Iam here again, to support making the
youth season permanent.

When I testified 2 years ago, I had still not shot my first pheasant. This year,
during the youth season, I shot my first and second pheasant. It was a
wonderful experience for me, and I’m sure that all over the state other kids
felt the same way getting their first pheasant. It was nice to have a crack at
the pheasants before the adult season opened and I’m sure it increased my
chances. If you were to pass this bill this year, kids everywhere could feel
this joy for years to come.

I can tell you from experience that Hunter Education was very important in
my becoming a safe hunter. That is why I support restricting the younger
age to those who have completed Hunter Education. Some have said that is
not fair because then kids younger than 12 would not be able to hunt during
this season. I disagree, because hunting is not all about killing. There is a
much bigger picture.

I started “hunting” at age 8 and killed my first pheasant at age 14. But,
because of the “bigger picture” I was just as hooked.

At age 8, I walked with my dad without a gun. I learned about where
pheasants like to live and what they need (food, water, cover). Atage9, I

walked with my dad carrying an unloaded BB gun to get used to the weight,
begin learning safe gun handling, etc. I also took the BB gun course at the

World War Memorial Building. At gge I] ith my da !
bigger, hea&r-pellet—gwum%wasrstﬂl-pre uneducated wa]kmg on the

uneven ground, watching where my barrel was, and so on. At age 11, I took




Hunter Education. I also took the rifle and shotgun merit badges in scouts.
These were good classes to help me learn safety and how to use more
powerful weapons. At age 12, we bought a 20 gauge, and I shot my first
grouse that season. At age 13, I bagged my first duck and my first turkey.
And finally, at age 14, I shot my first pheasant.

Basically, requiring Hunter Education will not preclude any child from
going hunting or getting hooked on hunting. It will simply postpone the
kill. If the only reason you hunt is for the thrill of the kill, then you haven’t
been properly educated about hunting, either in the classroom or in the field.

In conclusion, I said it before and I'1l say it again. I hear that you are always
looking for ways to keep young adults living in North Dakota. Hunting is
one of the best things about living in North Dakota. If you really want to
keep young people in this state, get them hooked on hunting.




