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Minutes:

Chairman DeKrey: We will open the hearing on HB 1500.

Rep. Mark Dosch: | am the sponsor of the bill. | am here to ask your support for HB 1500.
The bill is quite simple, if you look on line 12 of the bill, it adds two words into code, that is “or
on”. The rest of the bill and changes to the bill are simply housekeeping and putting it in new
form and style. That is the only area of the bill that you need to concentrate on. | will turn it
over to the Bismarck Police Dept, which will speak on this.

Chairman DeKrey: Thank you. Further testimony in support.

Keith Witt, Dep. Chief, Bismarck Police Department: The bill is relatively simple as he
said, but it addresses a somewhat of difficult problem we encountered in Bismarck. In the past
year, it has gotten to be a popular fad with groups of young adult, 16-20 years old, to in the
middle of the morning, climb up on the top of the school building, to hang out. Of course, at
3:00 am, a passerby thinks it somewhat unusual that there are people on top of the school.
They would call the police and the police just love to catch burglars, would rush over there
thinking there was a burglary in progress, would find a bunch of people, and of course, they
were arrested for criminal trespass, and then we found out from our prosecutor that they

weren't breaking any laws when they are on top of the school, because the law says they need
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to be in the structure, need to be in a fenced area. Just being on top of a structure doesn’t
qualify. We thought that was somewhat unusual and carrying that one step further, to make it
against the law.

Rep. Delmore: | am aware of a captain in Grand Forks as well that had this problem. |s this
in city code.

Keith Witt: Our city ordinance basically has the same wording as the Century Code. Our city
code was not the solution either. We looked at other statutes and the prosecutor said they
didn’t apply either.

Rep. Delmore: And that Class A misdemeanor can cover minors.

Keith Witt: Yes, it would apply, other than if they are under 18, it would be taken to juvenile
court.

Chairman DeKrey: Thank you. Further testimony in support of HB 1500. Testimony in
opposition. We will close the hearing. What are the committee’s wishes in regard to HB 1500.
Rep. Delmore: | move a Do Pass.

Rep. Onstad: Second.

11 YES 0 NO 3 ABSENT DO PASS CARRIER: Rep. Delmore
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Minutes: Criminal Trespass, “individual” and on the top of a property.

Relating to Senator David Nething, Chairman called the Judiciary committee to order. All
Senators were present. The hearing opened with the following committee work:

Testimony in Favor of the Bill;

Rep. Mark Dosch, Dist #32 Introduced the bill. He stated that he was approached by the
Bismarck Police officer and the bill makes a change on line 12 and states “or on” was added.
Keith Witt, Deputy Chief, Bismarck Police Department spoke of a situation of a call to the
station involving people on the roof of a school at 2:00 a.m. Upon investigation found that it
was not burglary, rather underage kids thinking it would be fun to be up there. When reviewing
ND law according to legal council the law does not state that there is no violation to be on a
structure.

Sen. Olafson had him review the entire bill. He guestioned if this would involve hunters? No
the changes are in the building code. They discussed ‘person” vs. “Individual” is only a house
cleaning to keep the language consistent with the rest of the statutes.

Testimony Against the bill:
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None
Testimony Neutral to the bill:
None

Senator David Nething, Chairman closed the hearing.

Sen. Lyson made the motion to Do Pass HB 1500 and Sen. Fiebiger seconded the motion.

All members were in favor and the motion passes.

Carrier: Sen. Marcellais

Senator David Nething, Chairman closed the hearing.
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