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Chairman Porter opened the hearing on HB 1039.

Representative DeKrey presented HB 1039. He read the proposed amendments. See
attached proposed amendments marked as ltem #1.

Chairman Porter asked for testimony in favor of HB 1039,

Mr. Roger Rostvet from the North Dakota Game and Fish Department came forward in
support of HB 1039. See attached written testimony marked as ltem #2.

Representative Keiser asked if he had a chance to look at the proposed amendment and the
wording that he has proposed.

Mr. Rostvet said he had not.

Representative Hunskor he wanted to talk about the disease thing. Most every farm yard
and most every field have hay bales or small grains. The deer and cattle share in those,
sometimes the sale piles of grain. Do the bait piles that are put out complicate the problem a
lot more than what is already there? There is bait available for them all over already.

Mr. Rostvet said yes. The thing we are talking about during the hunting season is something
generally at that time of year we are not concentrating on that as much because the things you

are talking about are spread out. Those things are going to happen whether there is law
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against it or not. That is just part of the agricultural environment in North Dakota. However,
when you take a look at other practices, | guess a good example would be smoking too much
or eating too much or drinking too much. If you quit doing those things it doesn't guarantee
that you will never get cancer or have a heart attack. You would want to do that to increase
your odds of having that occur. There are a lot of things out there in nature that are potentially
negative.

Representative Hunskor said he noticed on one of the handouts that show Saskatchewan
has partial baiting. Can you share with the committee what that means and what the success
has been in allowing this?

Mr. Rostvet said that on the back of his testimony there was a map that shows the US and
Canada and the status of whether baiting is prohibited, restricted, or unrestricted. Wisconsin
also has the same status. They switch back and forth and have a real variety of restrictions.
He is not sure but can certainly find out for him.

Representative Hunskor said that in Saskatchewan he had read that they did allow baiting
but the size of the pile was restricted to 1 to 5 bushel. He was not sure of the number. It
seemed to be very successful.

Mr. Rostvet said he thought there were some others shaded in gray as well.

Representative Meyer referred to his regulation wording. How does this work for a rancher
who is charging people to hunt to help the cash flow situation and | am dumping semi loads of
screenings on the ground to feed my cattle. How is this going to play into this if | have fee
hunting operation and ranching going on at the same time?

Mr. Rostvet said it says no person will willfully place or use bait to aid hunting. | would be up
to the department’s game warden to determine if you placed that bait out there and your

hunters were actually using that bait. You have to place it and use it to aid in hunting. Simply



Page 3

House Natural Resources Committee
Bill/Resolution No. HB 1039

Hearing Date: February 1, 2007

placing feed supplies out there is not illegal as hunting is not illegal, but the combination of
placing the bait and actually using it would be illegal. We would have to prove that they were
aided by the placement of that bait.

Representative Meyer said to follow up on that; it is definitely going to aid in the hunting of big
game and yet that is not our intent. We did willfully place it there. If | am raising cattle and
charging for hunting, there is a problém with that sentence.

Mr. Rostvet said any materials naturally-occurring or deposited by natural processes or as a
result of agricultural, gardening practices, forest management, wildlife food plots, or scents and
lures are not considered bait.

Representative Hanson asked about putting a water tank out in the middle of the badlands
for elk, deer, or antelope. Would that be considered baiting?

Mr. Rostvet said no.

Representative Hanson said that you would be attracting wildlife to it and you put it out there
for just that purpose.

Mr. Rostvet said that it is not grain, grain screening, hay, salt, mineral, agricultural product,
lick, liquid feed. It is none of the things that are described as bait. It is simply water.
Representative Hofstad said he was uncomfortable with the interpretations of farming
practices. Back in the 90’s we heard about several fields of grain were left and several people
were charged for baiting. | believe that was a federal issue but it really put hunting into a tail
spin. He is concerned of how that interpretation would be made. It seems there are spills that
are left as part of normal agricultural practices. These piles must be a hundred fold of those
left for baiting. There are many piles of hay left as well.

Mr. Rostvet said the first issue of “standard farming practices” is not part of the language.

That is because there is NO standard farming practices in North Dakota when it comes to corn
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or grain. From the federal staff decided to start interpreting their regulations, Game and Fish
was opposed. That was the last thing they wanted to do. These practices were agriculture
practices. They do not use standard practices in their wording because this then leaves that
open to interpretation. When a combine leaves piles and the deer come and eat it that is not
baiting because it is there one and the deer eat it and it is gone. One of the keys is longevity.
Beth Carlson, Deputy State Veterinarian provided written testimony. Please see written
testimony marked as #3.

Mr. Mike Donahue came forward in support of HB 1039. The Wildlife Federation is in support
of this bill.

Mr. Bill Helphrey from the North Dakota Bow Hunters came forward in support of HB 1039.
The North Dakota Game and Fish Department has been charged with the task of managing
the wildlife natural resources in the state of North Dakota. They have people spread across
the state and have eyes on every place around this state. They have people who are on staff
who know what they are doing. The ND Bow Hunters say they are the ones who know how,
and they are charged with the task, and they will support them to do their job.
Representative Hanson asked if any of their members had ever hunted bear with bait.

Mr. Helphrey said yes.

Representative Hanson asked what the difference was.

Mr. Helphrey said he didn't believe that there was a disease problem with hunting bear with
bait like there is with other large game.

Representative Nottestad said bear are not affected by disease, but deer would certainly
come to that same area. Deer love sweet stuff. Wouldn't that cause a problem?

Mr. Helphrey said he didn’t believe that deer would come to the same bait as bear. With bear

smell in the area, they are going to stay away from there.
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Mr. Curt Wells from Wahpeton came forward and indicated that there were not any bears in
North Dakota. It is not the same because the baiting situation in North Dakota is completely
different. There are so many other reasons to ban baiting besides ethics. He is concerned
about the image that baiting projects to the public. Most hunters cannot believe that baiting is
even legal. The danger of disease is a genuine concern. Many diseases can be linked back
to the bait piles. Baiting also causes conflict between hunters, farmers and their neighbors.
Some outfitters are drawing deer off other property with baiting. Baiting changes the
movements of deer and usually keeps large numbers of deer on private property that cannot
be accessed by the hunters. Virtually every state that allows baiting is struggling to combat
disease. Between Michigan and Wisconsin they have spent a combined three hundred million
dollars addressing problems caused by disease transmissions. | am not sure where that kind
of money would come from in North Dakota. Limiting the amount of baiting would do nothing
to eliminate the diseases. There are many reasons to ban baiting. He can think of no reason
to not support this bill.

Mr. Brandon Mason, Regional Director for the Northern Great Plains Region of the Mule Deer
Foundation came forward in support of HB 1039. Please see attached written testimony
marked as Item #4.

Mr. Craig Larson of Bismarck came forward in support of HB 1039. He is concerned about
the disease transmissions. Weed control is another huge issue. He also talked about the
baiting of deer on private property and the problems that creates. He commends this
committee and Game and Fish for all opportunities they have tried to create to bring hunters
into this state. He believe that deer baiting takes away opportunities for hunters. He does not
bait, but he certainly knows people that do. You know that they are not dumping that bait out

to eliminate the doe population. They want the biggest buck in the area. Baiting brings a ot of
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stress between hunters and land owners. There are baiting wars where the antes get raised
and raised again and that is really where this thing leads to. Farmers do not have to worry
about what they are doing on the country side. This bill is not going to minimize people’s
ability to farm. He knows that you do not have to bait to be a successful hunter. He would
support banning baiting in the state of North Dakota.
Chairman Porter asked if there was anyone else that would want to testify that has new
information to offer before we move on to the opposition. He also asked that anyone with
‘ written testimony, please turn that in so that can become part of the record.

He asked for any opposition to HB 1039.

Mr. David Jenson, retired empioyee of the Game and Fish came forward in opposition. Over
. the years of working for Game and Fish, they had feeders on the game management areas.
He was involved in putting feed in those feeders and usually by March, those feeders were
empty. He is not sure what the animals did after that. We had a bad winter in 1978, and he
was involved in telling the public that they could not feed deer. They do not have the bugs in
their bellies to digest corn, sunflowers and other grains. The sportsmen went to the legislature
and got you to force Game and Fish to put up some rno'ney for feeding deer in the wintertime
and that has been a practice that | hope will continue when the winter gets tough because our
deer population will drop. At the same time, we have a large deer population in North Dakota
and one method of being able to reduce the deer population is when you can bait the deer in
one area and giving an unlimited number of licenses to shoot deer in city limits allows
elimination and the problem. You heard a lot today about the problems with disease. There is
possible problem but they are using that as a tactic to sway your opinion on this. The reality is

. that wasting disease is going to come to North Dakota some day. By eliminating baiting, you

can eliminate a method of reducing deer. The baiting thing is really about jealousy between
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hunters. He goes to landowners and gets a lease from them. He puts out the bait and is able
to attract deer into that sight. He has done it for two years. The problem is usually off of
private land where there is no control over the deer that are harvested on that land. From what
he has seen in his past experience, by passing a bill like this you are opening a can of worms.
You are attacking every private landowner that wants to do something on their own land.
Mindy Goodman presented written testimony on behalf of Leland Goodman. See attached
written testimony marked as ltem #5.

Mr. Leland Goodman brought up the issue of disease. If we were to have the diseases that
they are having in other areas, no one would be here asking to continue baiting. The fact is
that we do not have those problems and until we have those problems, the practice is
detrimental to all who are doing this. He uses creek feeders and when he had deer eating out
of his feeders, game and fish came and used snow fence to wrap my feeders. | asked him
how | should feed my calves and he didn’'t know but as far as they were concerned, the
problem was solved. This is what happens when you turn over total control to the Game and
Fish. Itis too often a shot gun affect of what goes on and there too many people telling us out
here in the community what we have to abide by. | don't have to talk about the ethics of
hunting either.

Chairman Porter said that he had mentioned that if disease were to show up, that it would be
no question that baiting should stop. One of the arguments on the other side is why wait until it
happens.

Mr. Goodman said because we are paying for monitoring and it is being tracked very closely
to see that it doesn’t come into the state. If it does come in, it will come through our borders
first. It will come into South Dakota, Manitoba, Montana, and Minnesota long before it will

come here.
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Mr. Larry Snyder lives in Bismarck but has two farms in the Turtle Mountains that he uses
strictly for deer hunting. He thought this would be a hunters dream but he found out that the
winters were harsh in the Turtle Mountains and the predators were harsh and that they had no
deer. It dawned on them that the deer were literally starving to death so they put up feeders
for the deer. Going fast forward to 1996, they feed over 1000 bushes of oats which he paid for
to keep the deer alive. Currently with their feeding program, they have about 50 deer on their
north farm and the south farm has about 55-60. They do allow people to come in from all over
and hunt. |t is not so much about the baiting, but the feeding of the deer to keep them in good
condition. The deer leave his property in the spring. He doesn't feel like he should have to
worry about disease. North Dakota has no regulations and we have no disease. The deer are
. confined and are not moving all over crossing state borders. As far as the noxious weeds are
concerned, one wind of 40 mph will give you more problems than all the baiting will ever do.
Deer are too smart to be baited.
Jim Redlin from Ellendale said one of his concerns about the hay bales. When someone
shoots a deer at 300 yards will you get fined for baiting on that? He also mentioned the
weeds in the CRP fields in July. Those purple flowers in the CRP are weeds.
Lynn Kongslie from Towner, North Dakota said he was in the middle of this bill. He handed
out some newspaper articles. Please see items marked as Item #6. There are some good
things about this bill, but in his opinion it should be amended and should have the 5 galion rule
on it. He doesn't believe in baiting, but a few years ago, some of the neighbors baited and he
soon didn't have any deer on his land. He said the truckloads of feed have to quit. They are

concerned about the weed problem. The Game and Fish are not spraying like they should. As

. the bill reads right now, he strongly opposes it. It should be the 5 gallon ruie.
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KariAnn Buntrock said her family baits and she has heard all the comments today. They are
really putting forth the biological point of it. She feels that it is very ethical but it does have to
be controlled from the biological point. She feels that you need to take all these things into
consideration.

Andy Buntrock, said he was opposed to this bill. He would like to read an email that was sent
to you about 2 evenings ago, in case you haven’t had a chance to read it. | reside in south
Bismarck along with my lovely wife and grew up small town North Dakota. Both of us are avid
bow hunters and partake in all kinds of hunting and fishing in this great state that we have. |
am writing to you in one of the few free evenings that | have with my family before | leave for
Irag with the ND National Guard. | have a lot of things to do in preparation but | feel it is
important to voice my opinion on this issue. My fear is that this legislation will give the Game
and Fish the unrestricted ability to enact regulations to band the baiting of big game in North
Dakota on the faise pretenses that baiting spreads disease among our deer herds. To date
there has not been a case of CWD found in our white deer population and aside from that we
are not certain how this disease is transferred. Although we think this disease can be
transferred through contact with the spinal cord of an infected animal, nothing is being done to
collect and properly dispose of the thousands of dead deer along our roadways. If there was
an immediate concern to stop the spread of such disease, are there not issues such as this
that should be handled first before we take away quality field time from our hunters in North
Dakota. If the disease is spread through close contact of the animals, then we have a much
larger problem on our hands with the winter months when hundreds of deer are congregated
around hay stacks, com fields, and silage piles. | have been bow hunting since | was 8 years
old and | have been utilizing bait for aimost all of those years. | can count on two hands the

number of times deer from separate groups have visited my bait site if any at all. To his
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knowledge a vital threat to our deer herd does not exist. The argument about disease is
unsubstantiated. | believe that much of this argument is about ethics. There are those that
oppose baiting and there are those that feel it is a fair means of take. Shouldn’t this be
determined by the hunter and not by a governing set of rules? Since residents of this state
have been allowed to bait for years causing no adverse affect on the deer population, should it
not be fair to allow them to continue until a better and improved is brought forth. Thank you for
your time.

Representative Drovdal thanked him for his duty to the ND National Guard and wished him a
safe trip.

Mr. Tom Alexander from Minot came forward in opposition. He just wanted to reiterate what
several people have already said. He thinks that his kids help bait and if they are not aliowed
to be a part of that, they will loose interest. Some people do not bait ethically. Kids that grow
up hunting and fishing should be allowed to bait. They will loose interest if they go to a tree
stand ten times and see nothing. He has spent a lot of money hunting and if he is not allowed
to bait, he will not spend his time and money on any of this. The fact of the matter is that there
is no disease in North Dakota. He baits with corn, barley and grain screenings and there are
no weeds. Wind spreads more weeds than baiting.

Representative Nottestad asked him if he baited on his own property.

Mr. Alexander said yes on his father's property.

There was no further testimony on HB 1039.

Chairman Porter closed the hearing.
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Chairman Porter opened the discussion on HB 1039.

Representative Hanson said that he was in favor of going to the original bil! and let the
department handle it. They can put it in the proclamation and if it needs to be changed it is
easier to change in the proclamation than coming back in 2 years and changing it here. If they
have to add something or take something out. He made a motion for a do pass and
Representative Solberg seconded the motion.

Chairman Porter said he had concerns about doing that because as you look at the existing
regulations the department already has everything that we would be giving them except the
guidance to take the hot potato out of their plate. Really giving them this puts them in a bad
situation. We either have to deal with the definitions here or we just have to get rid of the
whole idea totally. | don't think that this is the right way to do it.

Representative Nottestad said that very seldom does he disagree with Game and Fish. He
said he would rather see the do not pass to start out with.

Representative Hunskor said that he surveys a lot of people and half of them are for this and
half of them are against it. The one half that is for it is using small, clean piles and it is a family

enjoying the thing. They hunt with their children and it might be bow and it might be gun.
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There is a lot of people who do it right. Unfortunately, there are the people that misuse the
thing with large piles and big piles of screening. On the other side, you have the people that
are not for baiting and the big problem is the noxious weeds which could probably be handled
almost 100% with small piles and keeping them clean. Chronic wasting falls into that area
and there certainly could be a problem there. Ethics is another arena so from my particular
part of the world, | would like to see baiting legal. | would like to see it restricted to very small
piles, a bushel or two bushels, whatever it might be. It should be clean piles, not screenings.
Maybe that is a big scenario, but that is where | am coming from.

Representing Charging said that she thinks about the definition of a hunter and | am a hunter
and so what do  do. What is the difference if it is a corn field or a wheat field or the farmers
. pile or the neighbor's squirrel bait? | don't know. Who are we to say that? Hunting is what
hunting is.

The clerk called the roll on a do pass on HB 1039. Let the record show that there were 5 yes,
and 9 no, with no one absent. The motion fails.

Representative DeKrey made a motion for the amendment with a second by Representative
Clark for a so pass as amended.

There was no discussion. A voice vote was taken and the motion was defeated.
Representative Drovdal made a motion for do not pass. Representative Hofstad seconded
the motion.

There was no discussion. The clerk called the roll on a do not pass on this bill as written.

Let the record show there were 7 yes and 7 nos. The motion fails.

Representative Keiser made a motion that they adopt the game and fish proposed language.
. Chairman Porter asked him what he was referring to.

Representative Keiser said page 3 of their handout with the regulation wording.
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Representative Meyer said she had a huge problem with that language. The word intentional
is a very ambiguous term and if you are a rancher and a farmer and you willfully put that out
and charge for hunting on your land, which people do for cash flow, you are going to be in
violation of this on how this is written. In the first paragraph it states screenings and in the
second paragraph it states common agricultural practices. We do both. It becomes an
unenforceable language | think.

Representative Keiser makes a motion that we adopt the wording on page 3 of Game and
Fish’s testimony. There was no second so the motion failed.

Chairman Porter asked if there was any interest in what Representative Hunskor suggestion
about it being unlawful for someone to bait more than one bushel or some kind of language
like that or would you kick it out without committee recommendation.

Representative Nottestad said there are different areas, like sugar beets in the eastern part
of the state. It may work in some areas and not in other. | would say without recommendation.
We are not going to solve it here.

There is a motion from Representative Drovdal to send the bill out without recommendation.
There was a second from Representative Keiser. There was no discussion. The clerk took
the roll and it will go out as 7 yes and 7 no without recommendation. Chairman Porter will

carry this bill to the floor.
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Proposed Amendments to House Bill 1039
Prepared for Representative DeKrey

Page 1, line 1, after "Act" insert;

"to create and enact section 20.1-05-09 of the North Dakota Century
Code, relating to the baiting of big game animals; and"

Page 1, after line 4, insert:

"Section 1. Amendment. Section 20.1-05-09 of the North Dakota
Century Code is created and enacted as follows:

20.1-05-09. Baiting of big game for hunting is illegal. It is unlawful to
use bait for the purpose of hunting or taking big game animals. Bait is defined as
any grain, hay, screenings, salt or minerals, or agricultural product placed for the
purpose of attracting big game in order to hunt,_shoot,_or take such game. it is
not considered baiting to plant food plots, store agricultura! crops or hay on piles
or stacks, follow normal agricultural practices, or to hunt over the same. The use
of scents or scent-lures for big game hunting is legal. Land management
activities of natural resource agencies are excluded from the provisions of this
Section."

Renumber accordingly
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HB 1039: Natural Resources Commiitee (Rep.Porter, Chalrman) recommends BE
PLACED ON THE CALENDAR WITHOUT RECOMMENDATION (7 YEAS, 7 NAYS,

0 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). HB 1038 was placed on the Eleventh order on the
calendar.
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The North Dakota Game and Fish Department supports legislation directing the
Department to regulate the use of bait for hunting big game. One of the baseline
questions in the debate whether to allow or prohibit the use of bait for hunting of
big game amimals 1s whether there is any biological or game management value to
this practice. The Department is responsible for minimizing or eliminating
controllable artificial risk factors or practices to prevent negative effect game
management. The use of bait for hunting big game is one of those controllable
risks.

I am sure that others will discuss the social and ethical pros and cons but 1

will keep my comments focused on the biological and game management
portion of this debate.

Baiting is defined as the placement or use of bait to attract or habituate

animals to a specific location. For our discussion bait is any grain, grain
screenming, hay, salt, mineral, agricultural product, lick, liquid feed, fruit,
vegetable, nut, seed, or any other food or food by-product that is transported

or placed for hunting big game. Any materials naturally-occurring or

deposited by natural processes or as a result of agricultural, gardening

practices, forest management, wildlife food plots, or scents and lures are not
considered bait.

Stgnificant biological and ecological effects of baiting have been
documented at the individual, population, and community levels. Some of
these effects are:

e Increasing the probability of disease transmission, especialy Bovine
TB, Brucellosis and CWD. Disease outbreaks in neighboring states
and provinces have drawn attention to potential negative
consequences of baiting wild animals and have raised concern about
the potential impact of these practices.

» Limiting the ability to achieve population management objectives by
localized concentrations of animals

o Increased conflicts among hunters and between neighboring
landowners



¢ Changing of natural distribution of animals by attracting animals to
and holding them in inadequate winter habitat and then stopping
baiting after season closes

¢ Training big game to abandon natural feeding habits and become
more aggressive in depredation on livestock feed supplies.

¢ The spread of noxious weeds.

¢ Decrease the creation of habitat, no amount of artificial feeding will

replace the need for adequate habitat, which is essential for survival
of wildlife

How many North Dakota hunters use bait?

Based on hunter surveys we estimate at least 3,900 resident(28 %)and 280
non-resident deer-bow hunters hunted over bait during 2003 In addition we
also estimate 4,400 deer-gun hunters used bait. The vast major of the baiting
in the state has started since 1995

Some will argue that hunter success will drop, especially for archery hunting
and that baiting is needed for population management. The facts are that the
number of archery hunters has increased to record levels (16,906 purchased
a archery lic in 2005). Archery success has increased from 15.8 % in the
70’s to over 40 %.since 2000. When we just look at the harvest of white-
tailed deer by resident bow hunters, the annual harvest has steadily
increased. This is an expected result because there are more hunter, better
equipment and the use of bait. Also, between 1984 and 1994 about 54% for
the deer harvest were antlered bucks. Between 1995-1999 about 64% were
antlered bucks, and between 2000 and 2005 about 69% were antlered bucks.
Some of this shift in the sex and age of the animals harvested is believed to
be a result of baiting, which allows archery hunters to be more selective.
What was not expected is that despite the increase in the number of hunters
and hunters’ success; the absolute number of antlerless deer harvested by
bow hunters on archery licenses has actually declined from an average
annual harvest of 1561 between 1990-94, to 1235 between 1995-99, and
1327 between 2000-05.



Solutions:
1. Limit the amount or type of bait put out:

This might help solve some of the social issues over competition over who can
afford the biggest pile of the most attractive bait. The requirement of “Weed Free”
bait may help with concerns over the spread of noxious weeds. A volumetric
approach will do nothing to address the biological or game management concerns
of this issue. Researchers in Michigan monitored deer feeding at baiting sites for
two years. This study included sites using various quantities of bait, types of bait,
and different methods of feeding (e.g., bait in piles, spread in lines, and bait
dispersed by mechanical feeders). They found that face-to-face deer contact was
highest at 5 gallon piles of corn. They also noted that up to 35 different animals
may visit a 5 gallon bait site within a one hour period (Garner 2001). USDA
research has shown that the bacteria responsible for causing bovine TB can remain
infectious for up to 16 weeks in frozen feed. The conclusion from this research
was that any amount of bait can be expected to sustain and spread diseases like
bovine TB, but smaller quantities of certain foods (e.g., comn) tended to aggravate
the problem. Unlike fishing where bait is used to attract and immediately catch the
first fish that bites, the use of bait for big game is intended to habituate them to
come to a specific site time after time and hopefully in larger numbers and with
bigger bucks each time, few if any hunters bait does.

2. Total prohibition of baiting (prefered by the North Dakota Game and Fish
Department and to be included in the Governors proclaimation or by statute)

In North Dakota there are NO biological or game management values to
intentionally placing food supplies (bait) to habituate big game animal to
make them easier to Kill.

Regulation wording:
No person may willfully place or use bait to aid in the hunting of big game.

Definitions:

Bait is any grain, grain screening, hay, salt, mineral, agricultural product,
lick, liquid feed, fruit, vegetable, nut, seed, or any other food or feod by-
product that is transported or placed for hunting big game.

Any materials naturally-occurring or deposited by natural processes; or
occur as a result of agricultural, gardening practices, forest management, or
wildlife food plots, are not considered bait.
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Baiting: As recently as 1999, only 18 states prohibited the use of bait while hunting
deer. As of March 1, 2004, 24 states prohibit hunting deer over bait and another 8 states
permit baiting with some restrictions. Additionally, 6 states have in the past year, or are
currently reviewing changes to their baiting laws (i.e., Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi,
Vermont, West Virginia, and Wisconsin) (Table 1). In Canada, as of March 1, 2004, 8 of
the 13 provinces and territories do not permit baiting (Table 2) (Dunkley and Cattet 2003)
(Figure 1).
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Chairman Porter and members of the Natural Resources Committee, I am Deputy State

Veterinarian Beth Carlson. T am here today on behalf of the North Dakota Department of
Agriculture and the State Board of Animal! Health in support of HB 1039 which will allow the
North Dakota Game and Fish Department to establish administrative rules regarding the baiting

of wildlife.

The State Board of Animal Health is charged with protecting the health of the domestic animals
and non-traditional livestock of the state. Asa result, we are also concerned about the health of

the wildlife of the state of North Dakota, and we work closely with the North Dakota Game and

Fish Department on many issues.

Irresponsible baiting of wildlife can create the potential for disease transmission. Although what

we know about the health of the wildlife in North Dakota suggests that we do not have



tuberculosis, brucellosis, or chronic wasting disease in the state, we can not be certain that that is

the case. Feeding grounds in Wyoming have been identified as the source of brucellosis
transmission in the elk herds of the Greater Yellowstone Area (GYA). In 2003, this disease was
transmitted to cattle herds, causing Wyoming to lose its Brucellosis-Free status, and creating
significant costs to cattle producers in the state. In Michigan, tuberculosis in the deer population
is known to be transmitted in areas where deer congregate for feeding. We now know that two
whitetail deer in northwestern Minnesota tested positive for tuberculosis in the winter of 2005-
2006. Five more deer have tested presumptive positive for the disease this winter. In both states,
tuberculosis in the cattle population has cost those states’ beef and dairy industry millions of
dollars. It is imperative that North Dakota has appropriate regulations in place to reduce the

potential for disease transmission, should these diseases ever be identified in our state.

We also would urge that in drafting these rules, consideration is given so that landowners are not

prohibited from following normal agricultural practices.

Chairman Porter and committee members, for those reasons, I urge a do pass on HB 1039, 1

would be happy to answer any questions you may have.
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Mule Deer Foundation Testimony
Regarding HB 1039
House Natural Resources Committee
Chairman: Rep. Todd Porter
February 1, 2007 (Pioneer Room)

Mr. Chairman:

My name is Brandon Mason and I am the Regional Director for the Northern Great Plains
Region of the Mule Deer Foundation (MDF). As you may or may not be aware of], the
MDF is the only national non-profit organization dedicated to the conservation of mule
deer, black-tailed deer and their habitats.

Mule deer are a symbol of “the West” and their numbers are declining throughout much
of their historical range. This decline can be attributed to multiple factors including
increasing numbers of large predators, urban sprawl into key habitat areas (winter range,
for example), fire suppression, ongoing threats of invasive plant species, and the spread
of wildlife diseases. It is with the latter two factors that the wildlife baiting issue starts to
hit home & where 1’d like to begin my testimony today.

It has been noted by multiple state and federal wildlife agencies that artificially baiting
wildlife can aid in the spread of noxious weeds. Not only does this lead to a deterioration
of habitat for all species of wildlife, but it is also a tremendous cost to government
agencies and private landowners alike. The practice of purchasing grain screenings,
which are often poliuted with noxious weed seeds, for baiting in big game animals has
become a common practice. It has been noted that screenings are dumped near gravel
pits, which provide a solid backstop for shooting at incoming deer. The weed seeds that
are left behind are commonly transported with the gravel that is distributed along
countless county roads across the state. The cost of controlling the spread of noxious
weeds is staggering! The North Dakota Department of Agriculture grants over $1.7
million from their biennial budget to county and city weed boards. The North Dakota
Game & Fish Department has spent over $500,000 during this biennium alone to control
noxious weeds. While there are many factors that lead to the spread of noxious weeds,
the elimination of baiting would help to minimize the artificial spread of noxious weeds.

Next we have the issue of wildlife diseases. When wild animals are artificiaily
congregated, such as in the case of baiting, the potential of disease transmission is
increased exponentially. Mule deer and other big game animals that are baited by
humans tend to concentrate at feeding sites where disease outbreaks can affect a large
number of animals. Members of the deer family are susceptible to chronic wasting
disease and easily spread tuberculosis in crowded conditions.! The potential spread of
chronic wasting disease and tuberculosis when coupled with big game animals being
artificially congregated, or baited, into an area, provides a recipe for disaster. Since
2002, the North Dakota Game & Fish Department (NDGF) has spent over $450,000 on

' Mule Deer Working Group. 2003. Mule Deer: Changing landscapes, changing perspectives. Mule Deer
Working Group, Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.



. the surveillance of chronic wasting disease alone. Even with the great efforts that the
NDGF has put forth to minimize the occurrence of wildlife diseases, one of the quickest
ways to ensure the spread of a disease, is to allow uncontrolled baiting to continue.

Disease isn’t the only troubling side effect of baiting. Some species of wildlife are
migratory, relying on traditional movements throughout a landscape to get the food,
cover and water requirements they need year-round. Baiting can disrupt these movement
patterns and cause wildlife that were once migratory to become year-round residents.’

Lastly, I’d like to discuss the topic of hunting ethics, fair chase, and the use of bait to
draw in animals. The Boone and Crocket Club, which was started over a century ago by
a group of concerned individuals that banded together to save wildlife and a place known
as Yellowstone, defines fair chase as the ethical, sportsmanlike, and lawful pursuit and
taking of any free-ranging wild, native North American big game animal in a manner that
does not give the hunter an improper advantage over such animals. 1t is my opinion that
baiting is an unfair advantage. Theodore Roosevelt, who has been called our most
conservation minded President, said this about pursuing wildlife, “The man who follows
him must be sound in limb and wind. Skill and paticnce, and the capacity to endure
fatigue and exposure, must be shown by the successful hunter.” Jim Posewitz, an
accomplished author and great conservation mind of our time states this about wild game,
“Their value is enhanced by the fact that for more than a century the taking of these
animals represented gaining honor through effort.” These individuals and groups have
helped us develop and maintain what we now know as the North American Model of

. Wildlife Conservation. This mode! has shaped the great history of wildlife management
in America. We have the opportunity today to adhere to this strict code of ethics for not
only our sportsmen, but also for the non-hunting public, our wildlife resources, and our
children. Baiting in North Dakota needs to stop. It is my hope and the hope of the Mule
Deer Foundation that you will support this biil and support the NDGF’s ability to soundly
manage our state’s wildlife resources. Thank you.

Brandon Mason
Regional Director
Mule Deer Foundation
(701) 527-0609

2 Mule Deer Working Group. 2003. Mule Deer: Changing landscapes, changing perspectives. Mule Deer
. Working Group, Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.
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In the 2005 Legislative Session we addressed the baiting issue and after testimony the bill
received a do not pass. Yet here we are again in 2007 having to defend the position of
bait or no bait again,..but this time with a new twist. Not to debate the issue of baiting,
but to debate the issue of letting the Game & Fish Department control the decision of
baiting. The concern is...this is not an open debate about baiting...just a decision to give
‘the Game and Fish Department unchecked authority on an issue they have already
established a clear position on.

The position of the Game and Fish Department for no baiting is continually supported by
rhetoric that baiting causes Chronic Wasting Discase. However, a recent article in the
Minot Daily News stated that no Chronic Wasting Disease has been found in North
Dakota and no where within a reasonable distance of our borders.

It is clear that the baiting issue is an emotional issue for all involved and many believe
that it’s easy to say that the-problem is solved if we just stop. But stop what...stop
outfitters, stop hunters, stop livestock producers? Yes, livestock producers. As a
livestock producer, how do1 stop the deer from eating out of my creep feeders in large
numbers? Should I stop feeding my cows to avoid baiting deer? Am I, like other
producers perpetuating a situation I can not control? Is this an environmental issue, an
ethical issue or an economic issue?

Clearly it’s all of these issues. As an outfitter and a livestock producer I depend on the
income from my outfitting business to supplement my ranching operation. 1t is my job, it
is my livelihood. Baiting for hunts is like feeding my cattle. However, just like my
cattle, the deer that live on my property and around my property are also part of my
livelihood and I treat them as such. I feed them year round, not just during the hunting
season. As part of our outfitting business we monitor the deer populations and health
year round and set yearly limits on the number of hunters we take to assure quality
hunting and true sportsmanship.

As an outfitter, I operate a regulated business complete with laws and responsibilities. If
a baiting law was to be enacted I would be monitored. But who will monitor the average
hunter, How will we regulate the private nature of hunting and some of the actions that
accompany it? The private nature that includes a hunter alone in the woods with a bag of
apples or sack of corn. Is this not baiting...is this to be overlooked, or considered
acceptable. And with a written law, regulated, and enforceable... who will be monitored,
who will be punished, who will be accountable, who will be economically impacted?
Clearly the outfitters and ranchers will be those affected making this an economic issue.



The pressure to eliminate baiting comes from a small minority of hunters who have
access to hunting areas where stock and stand works. But this is not the case everywhere.
In many cases the only available hunting land for some Sportsmen are shelterbelts, CRP,
vacant farmsteads or ravines. These are often the only places many youth hunters, first
time hunters or urbap dwelling hunters have accegs-to. Without bait to lure the deera
hunt in these types of locations can be hampered before it starts.

But this is where the ethjcal debate takes shape with many feeling that baiting is unethical

and unsporting, However, what about the cthical treatment of the deer themselves.

hunting locations, With or without baiting laws, it will continue. Over eager hunters will
still take bad shots, hunters will still leave wounded deer lay rather than track and £0 out
to shoot another day. As a Sportsman hunter for over 40 some years and an outfitter for
over ten I have met my share of hunters and my share of trye sportsmen. | have learned
through experience as an outfitter that baiting is deflantly an economic and ethical issue
for me...but it is most certainly an ethical issue for the deer and the true sportsmen.

['ask this committee to recommend a do not pass on this bill as jt will affect many hunters
and true sportsmen, as well as those who reap their living from the land and operate
businesses that have a hand in driving the North Dakota economy.

Thank You,

Leland Goodman



¥| ebed eog YIIAM

~ 0] 530IN0S9Y [eImBN JO Jua
-Hedaq a7 3opnbad fiq e ssed

© uoissas goOg Ay Aul eaﬂ
3] €)0SIUUIK 9Y) paydwor

¥4 “fL], 2Ula0q J0J 3R]

-80d pP9159] 9AEY 08[8 SWDNG JeOU

JIeap Ma] B ‘galIe 3ty o] PSnoL]

aMmeo Wl 0 81} Ure.ns

UBIIXAY B §BM IFEIS[P 3}
PINOCUT §]839) IAIFUIXD I[IYM

. ‘QO0Z TSNS

Ul “UuIy ‘SUINg I8aU §pIay

3[H80 U] pAOIIIP 5ITED FEOMD

NI UIAG JO [IYPULY © WO

© G)INSAT SAHUNO SPOOM ) JO

aY8"] pue U0)SuTuuUa] ‘Tunenag

‘TIEUSIEW ‘MEBIS0Y §,BI0SIUTIR JO
sued sopnouT qoTyA "ueq AL,

"RIOSSUUTH WIS

-S9O JO JUNyO J[fm-axenbe

-000'D B SS0I08 JOqUIRAON

aye] U] 19939 %00} 157} Weq 3uj
-pa3y-199P © L% FPPO 38 Jlesumy
sputj 19 .mhu._u IS,

Asiononuod
. o Jous AW uo

 Aei8 130(1,U0p 109P 93OYL,, ‘K88
o JafqAuy ‘dew aq) UO [TEIIIYA
. oy nd Apapuey-o[3uys | ‘zole

8Ty} ut — jyuefoire Rurdq jou
: -aargsardur uaeq Ay
- S)Msal ay) — sIowsedsan aq

©1 J0Vd — 2002 ‘62 AEnuR( "ABpUa

Pmos 3urares Hredosd sy aur)

suZis afuwro ‘e — ssa00e Buj
“funy 103000 pue aonp

-1 03 S0 4 pIUIqUIC)
oxd Aurpaay , [enuers
-qns,, & pus fojd pooj papnjo

-Ul 0S8 JEG) MOJJ9 U ‘a4
19110 pue I3ap J0j yEjquUy 3y
Buroxdun o) Asuota pue awm Jo

& T

roudaBoyoud yeis ‘Tpuescry eproer

SJUNOUIS SAISUIIXD PIJOAIP puUE
Auradod myosewuIpy WIAGLIOU STY
uo swmoy 3o ¥ Jymq oy - o
9Ty 15c & 38 Q0L 1Y sty P

‘8¢ “Ta(yBuy ‘088 R1LaL Mo
‘ouLeu] 0} pIEy

9q PIos oLIRUIIS Ju ‘A8po],
© o'3087d

ST U0 129D (g J,uaam A[qeqoxd
Ayl payosod aq j,upmom
4317} 08 SpBROJ O3 JJO J32p

a daay o) seM ROR
B SBAL ], "STIE031 Jof «'oun
1) J8 W49 am) Jnoqe S

© -J0U MouY | 991833q PUY P{nod

. 1 1349184 PUB FJOLILD ‘Fj99q
ut SUTMEY PIREIE PIrE JUOM I,

Roq 1o

' JPERIeepa

'PUEY B 133D 3} 0ALE 0) pOprIap

JalyFuy ‘wordrjal 1o s1aproq Aug

-y Pﬁs I8 3y Jo wed 5T
uy ardoad 1omo Auwul o axry

18, 0) 9661 pue

96, 0) C6BT 'KINULM 3143 OM)

WOIJ JFA0A 0) MO[S dIam SUOTY

-smdod oA 1asp hunjuny

PUB 3[1ED 2ulSTRI J0] PIJMIS

3s8q aased pue puejdurems

‘reydod yo xtwi € ‘ejosduUT
1SAMI0U Jo Jred STU Ul wAAY

B[R

- Jo(3uy ,, 'aWe)sTir v opew |

JUTY) I, ‘pUSLYLIE A poj | pue
Juny 139D 03 2uro? AxaM oM,

*uosees But

quny yxou juy) Aredord ayy wo

18 B puyj 3,up[noo
oy ‘shes J1af ‘FaM WAHGOIJ

‘gaTpared Fununy jo sdard

I 8TY IO BUTATED pUR 39D

103 pue] o) BurBeuen: ‘Funn

- -.. -1 pIemo) 842 ur @ Aredoad

A Jynoq (12N paounou

YR -0.1d) 1o0xFy ‘ejmy puae Uy

g | SUINOG JO YSI 8Ul 8ziwiulw 0] sonoeld su) peuueq HN(e

- ueq Suipad) J93pP YIM SPpo je J3umopue]

‘088 BIBAA SUTY JNogE
“UUT ‘1189S0Y JO YN0 pue|
- 3uiAnq SxeISTI @ AP .oy J1

- PAIIpUOA 9V 84e9 J{NFuy Amen |

— TR VIS gz |

PleIoH (-Q'N) $H04 pussp
uepjoQ peig Ag




‘MOLIOWO] dojs PIAOM T '918Y N0 AJI[Pim Aw Jny
o} Fulod sem I39p a1} Buipas) Jey) aw 0} asoxd pnRod
A3U) J1 '91BWNI3a] alam JUENOY) | 181} SJO8] WOS S
SALI pUE JUI 0} WD PINom UNJ 213 JT "2ury) poos e jou
81, 'sAes Jefyauy , 'are)s o3 Suto? jou aue 199p AW,
) SRIPTIM 9
poddns 3, up[nos puej STy ‘sAes IoXBuy ‘d{oyq oYM
TOGIPUCY PO UL 948 SWME] SUIALIBD 530D af) SMouy
9 uayA ‘FuLrds [un SrYy pue SURIQA0S ‘Jeaym ‘Sarreq
JO XTm ® 199D ) BUIPS9) SNUNU0D 0 Buw(d o} 105839
199D Iaye 3uIpasy palrels 3y 'skes JalySuy ‘skeme sy
139 10] SSI[YMIOM
mq fre sjod poog s1y w1 paueld ag suesqios pus wied
91} 9pEW IsWWnS 1SB] WENOIP d5NEIAq IJ10Yd AUR SBY
91] JUTYY L, USSOD Y S4BT ‘133D 10] NEISOY JLIU PUE] ST
safewew oym ‘10MBUT ‘2)0SSUUIN WINSIMYMOU UT InUY
-U02 0} AJoHY] 51 SUIP9] — Weq OU 1O UEQ — SWNURIH
« 199D 8I0W 0] pya.lds 03 31 10§ u
-ipoddo ag) Sutald ysn{ arno4 ‘senupuos fuipesy I,
: ‘aeldotdde AIaa 5.1 's1)81) 0] uoswal I
PUE A0 Jy3ul 31ay) dn [8B9][] I "UNQ o1 10eju0d ‘Sug
-p33} are oym s1doad Moy noA 1 puy 109p Suipas) dogs
0} Apoq4IaAs A]8In{osqe 9Fe.MOdUS ATYSTY PINoA I,,
:901APB S1Y) 9BY 81 ‘FUIPIay INUTUCD ¢)
98MIXD UL 5 j| 95N OYm 3501} J0J I PALINDIO YBAIGINO
€1, U} I9YM HWMHS Jeou BaIe 3y uf dn su0E ,usAvy
$20us) yBY 1) PRSIy ST '00} ‘aY sAes uosuyop
WU 'SpIdeY pueds) ur uorneriessy us
JUNH 193] BJ0SSUUT 97} JO JOJOBIID SATINSSXS ‘UOSULO[
N8| sdes ‘op 0} Suty) JYSL at 531 'A[jRoynUIDg,,
‘ueq atp sueddns
uonezIuEsio fununy J199p 1SoEIe] s, B)0SIUUTY ‘NS

«J8Y) ABS PUE D103 UO 0F [[,] PUB JYSLI .

ST SUI0p aLLASY) Jeym YUIy; J,uop I Bujpasy aq %Upinogs

[ 1€} 91 PasUIAU0D J,UsABl NOL puR “1gBLL 51 YuRp

11EYM wop W1 ‘YBNQ, ‘ABS p,],, 84A8S UTATBK « FUIP33]
3Q P,] ‘40U JYSU UL SBM | SSQUISNQ 9 UT J,USBA | JT,,
11 S9Y1] 8 UBLUI 3,usa0p JeY ],

's52015Nq S1Y SUIHNY UOLRIU0JUOD B M

uey) Jagiel Fuipas) dojs o) papraap oy sdes "Uuy ‘peot
I8 M JO 159m SpooD Buntods 1eng SUMO oys ‘UIATER

‘9IISID A} J0] 2anIsed paysa) aaEy

193p JO NJpURY ¥ AI9YM DL Y UT PUNOJ Seam g1, 97

2oy 'SWPS Teau puB] SUTIUNT SUMO “UUIH ‘PROLInjg

Jo WARR AEmuc) ‘dojs 03 poplodp ALY LUAYI0 “19ap
Hurpaay deay wale ueq o1y} UT SISUMOPUR] AUBWM 3[IqM

p40998 jJuBjon|oy

« JRMSUR YL 93 51 ueq Burpaa) oy yurg

1U0p T Ing '0S18 JYBLI 5,)eUM Op 0] JUBM M 08 ‘IaUIe

‘219Y {1, 10T AUB JUBM 3,U0D M 'PUD S[NE 3Y) WOL],,
"s4s J1aq[T1d ,, 9! 09 Yorordde JUsIIpIP SINI © 9¥RL,

Jods auo u1 )1 90e}d 19N( J0T PUR Pas) ) O

pealds s1oumopue| jey ‘suidaq 31 TaYm pue ‘UOSEas JaIp

139" (U UIEaG 3,ued Ruipaa) 08 UL 3q PINOYS MB}
3y aqAvw sdes R1aq1yig ‘Ueq JYSIN0 v et Iayey

« UM J[ B3P 3G 0] SPAdU Je1p 208

91 ue 5)ey],, 'Sdes A1aqqIg . ‘'onsst funieq sy jnoqe fu
“H[E) HES BUIpas) uo Umop yorud 03 Jurod ardewy 1,

. ‘- [T 1 S hmindid sl ol Y Lol il |
J10j TeFa1 5,3eY) do1j0oead v ‘Sumjieq pue Fuipasy usem]
~3q 9J8NURIoIp 03 ‘SABS Braq(irg yueptodun osye 831
0P £33 JegM op 03 Sununuod axe ajdoed jsow yuLy
1 08 "10][0] 3, UPIp 18} PUR "UO0 JUIA URq SUIPa3] a1
‘T8 M "SIFguNq a3ey1y pue suad Aey punote soefd ur nd
MB[ 90U YBTY ¥ 8q 0} Sul08 s8M aI9y) Urg SUIPaa) SIY)
i FuoTe pasTurod Jo pury o) ‘YN 9y} [39) Wty
J0 S0, ‘84es A1aqITId 'Posy 03 BUMUNLOI [[1)s ax A1)
‘Bu1pas) uaeq aary JeY; SANS ayy Jo 180w U I,
'S4e8 Al 'MofreAs 0} #noe)
ueq Jurpsd) aq) sadjew os(e Sutuaddey moy J8) jusased
0] PIANOSUeD WA B4BY 530U YBIY ou J8y) 108 S,
« HO0)5
-aAl] 5,91doad 114 — dn Burplay 3q 03 SutoF a1.4at
no suote)s Furpaay j0U S,319Y) JT 'O M 1yULM 3t uy dn
Burp1ey 199p 9y} SulARY 30U JNOGE Pay{e} YN SUL are
I[HED MO AIRYM OJUT DUWO0I LYY FUIARY BNITA ‘AU
no J9ap oY) 3urdaay 'spoo Ay Ul Mo STOE)s Sutpa)
1) dAEBY IOYIEI DINOM DM, "84S ‘g5 “AIOqI[Id ,, ‘TLIE]
N0 Ue SUOKBIIUSE 2AT) 10] HIOISIAI] PRY FAIM,,
"E.L ula0q Jo 23] Palsa) SBY paay sArmue) ay], sad
-dns pag) apyeo Jo jno watp deey sdiey os[e Jaap o)
Burpaay sdes A1eq([ig ‘1eonpoud a[}eo ¢ s FurEeds
'sAs A1AqINY ,,'s2PIs 30q woly 31 A
-999 81,aM 08 'JUNTY I2ap 09[B aM NG, 'ITNED SABY IM,,
‘Ayienb pIay Jasp ay) saoxdw djay 0} pue uon
-BaJ081 — SUOSEIL OM) JOJ 193D Paa) vaTe o) Ul ajdood
84S AIBQINIY IOJUNY 139D PIAR UY DI Joaq PBAYQQT &
UM ‘STE( ‘I91ey pUR ‘PEIY) ‘I9telq 1Y sd[oy os[e pue
"I ‘ESYUIEM Ul UONE)S 295 B SUMO AIaqIg ASny
onss| Jo sep|s ynog

- « JIIPT4 a1 Sutsnqe

2197 3N0 j00 W] "Juoe FUTpuURS 3q Lup{nom 1 adoy

DI ‘owr 18nf 538YY,,, ‘94U Jo[BUY )1 9yeBnI] pnosm |
‘ATIeUOSIAd ‘9W PRUY pUR A12Y N0 IWEI A3 JT NAAY,,
‘08 ABS 0) PIRgE j0U 5,84 pUy

: ‘paaj o] san

-UTT0D "BAIB Waq 3y} UT SI9Y)0 Austl oy ‘IR o8
U#no} v aq 03 sasrmoad yuy jo ajdoad BuUIHUIAUOD ‘NS

' } :.mm.ﬁ—.—.a

Jo 3Urayas Aty Uy op 0} FuTy JYSU ) exN] potIeas

I (eq 2g) asodold) ATLIEJUN|0A J,UPIP 94 PURISISpPUN

3Up1p 3[doad swos 2qAuR “A[Tediseq Jetp op 0} paambal

ALOM,, ‘8408 ISPUB[I, ,, 'BJOBAUUI 10] HOBY SIS 30
-4 792 03 W0y 91 Jo yred se y@sN Aq permbal 5],

‘suonILNSAL Aty asodun AjUreniqre jsnf

LUPIp Aouade ) sws JapuB(RL, ‘UBq 9 Jo syueuoddo
W03 J8j 8ty jo juriq oqy uaye) s8Y YN 913 SITUm

‘8488 9y ‘Ueq A FIBN[EAD

B [I1A HNQ 8Y) 181} J9YV "IS)UIM 1X9T S)UNT-yo aq

[IIM OSTe EAIE PpAJILOSAL 9} W1 BuUpaa] 08 'SYJUOT §T 10)
UanLm SBA ‘SARS 9y ‘Ueq oty Justwarduny o) afnd Y,

"ARUAIA yonwm preay 3, Upey 84 jnq ‘pasunoume

Fem 11 10R A0S ueq BUTpad; oU) pesodde oym sjdoad

10.4] S]e0 9wos 303 gBS pjay sAes “uury ‘ifpiweg ur
UNJ 2913 10] Jo3eUe 9J1IP[M [FUOIAS IApURSL (NBg

j1es ybno)

o TURIDHID 3q [[In
858D Yoy ‘9NE] A3 UOTIDR JO [9AI] J8YM SIBILYO At} 0)
dn 5] '101A8Y3Q 1197} 9FURYD 0 SOUEYD B Wayp Bulald
pue sa8uByD 3y Jo areme are ajdoad Fuumsus *dajs 181y
91} 51 UOTIEDINDR ‘SILY ANT] W B 3IB)S NOA Taym ‘Hunoe
JO pury JE7) U0 UMOP JI'ID 03 81 WTR Y], ‘SA8S [[amod
« SO0 INO Q)i SUCISINISIP 3q {[L4 AIII) 2IMS W ],
"BaIR UR( I} UL I9D pod]
oym a[doad 3310 0) LJLI0UINE SYY ABY SIFILFO UCHIRA
-I35U03 HNQ TIBS 2oed ut 51 ueq a1 Aya Jnoqe ajdoad
9]8ONPI 01 51 1824 1817 ST S1sEdine ay) sfes [jamog
« UO1SE3S 3ANR[SLIS] J58] STy Ul passed BLIILID 91 ‘901m)
B 310W Aq 'SPI9dX? 1], 'SARS [joM0 ., IN0 payIom
303 31 Jo adEys puR 3215 Yy Moy yonw Lyaud 8,81,
ST
arenbs 000'y URY) §831 A[QBIAPISUOI UIIG IARY PNOM
UMY ‘SPIaY I1RI PAjoaye Jo Sa[W ] UILLs Ueq
BuTpaay I9ap ¥ palmbal passed sTeyunIARY [[1Q 94T,
"Bale 51} 2UYPop 0) s3] AJUN0DI Jo peajsul
SPBOI PIgn YN( 2Y) Inq ‘24ES [[oM0d ‘SSOUNOI pajaye
3IQUa 31 IaA00 UBQ Y] 181R PIYse PEY SINNoLEY Jo
Juaunreda 'S A, w08 Jo ‘asmuotduroes v sjuasazdar
ueq 313 Jo goesd 3Y) ‘[ned 1§ Ul YN 243 10§ 10J8UIPI00D
wegoad YiEaY SJIPIIM ‘Tomod J{ISYDTH 03 BUTPI0OY
«Ryredoad ey
o SUQTSIIAP UmO J131) AXBW 03 JYSLI DY} 34BY pnoys
saxw} sded oym Isumope] L1942 ‘zoturdo 4us uj,
“Iamod
Jo 9snge 28Ny v 91 sa[1w1 arenbs 000y ‘Spoqiue ey
(2111 Jop) 2308 Iad a1ow op Aoy, '8ies Iafquy 91q
3TN & uswsuods 31 1Sy 0) s8Y UNGJ 20 yunp op 1,
"JontE 00} St SITW
axenbs 000'p Aes ‘1oaamoy ‘sjusuodord Fuypsal-isag
'sizdnpold Imed 10 YIeUIyouaq
[BIOTLID & 'STes S045-61 531 Ureal a38)s ot djay 03 Joye
£uaFeninuu g 3o ued [[8 5] 'ABS S[RIIO WNQG 199p 3
JEUIDUGD JO HSLI I3 INPAT 0] 91 uvq 3] Jo T208 ay],
"A[[BUOTIBIIAI I3 pad)
- Ol BaJB 90} UT RI3Y)0 PU BIoumo dured Funmumy 4q
msTonRdays Wiim 39 Uaaq S8 Ueq BUTpad) 51 JO SMON
. eke jeandensg

"UUTI ‘pIautelq ur YNQ O I0j Isirerdeds uonep
-21d9p '[pPUISY YOIN 0) FUTPICIIE J5aTjaes ayy je Surids
. JHUN J[Mq 3q [[14 $90U3J OU 08 ‘UAZ0J] SBA PUNOIS ayy
J19J8 '12qUada(] [UN IALLIE ), UPTP J] Jnq ‘TBLIJBW IAT2D
~al TIm 10 94BY sIaanpold I[ped J[qIATd 9AY 'T8) 08
. "SAVUJ AT
UATY-300]-§ 9] JONIISUOD 0 [BLISIBW JO [I0M (00'SS 0)
dn 383 pIN0O SIAULIE) AIQIBI[H %00)S0AT] 31 WM BuIpas)
d89p JO YL 3y eonpal 0} sayjddng paaj 118Y; punole
S90U3J Y31 J0oNOsuod o) vade gl oty l sIaonpord
dMmed 10J 000'0c$ B arow payerdordde osfe 11iq QUL
ueq Suipsa] ay) juatajdun

£} eBag woy penupuc)

d330




1‘(.—( DU WU ACLUYCE v _ ﬂ:.—w_a n:a gﬂm—ﬂmegnﬂ HHO.E.. _ _ Hg. . e,

| wildlife. an effort that alsoin- | itive for bovine TB. That .

EEE

D-.. .“.ﬂ.o tg ,.,i. . .».-4....-. !r,{-.-.q.... - ar P [ ._-r."w.ﬂ...”-“..t;,r..‘vw\ ..
-098 ¥ 5T BUIOP oq 0} JweM 1, U0p Ay, éntﬂnoooﬂwnoﬁu_ﬂuovaaﬁﬁﬂuhu @ WA Farposg Joop ‘gRnot ey og “TRApE 3uT{E) are osTe sjoq pitShmyg

‘ e pocy a S[BLIOYE aaty . ;
31 PUG 94 ‘Asmmo | ot oy Avma apps o dooy, whe a8t Jo amo Aeq 3u Joep Buidesy
ggu.ﬁaﬂagﬁqﬂauﬁ& WOYS ,'YTPIIA N WO Aeme e A mpmbu Emmﬁoﬁw.uﬁda En.mmomu%w%rﬁ_ﬁ . ) :
oM SNIGU0) 3} 6doy om pue (B9sw0) | dosy 0) 180q o O 0) oY 180! by, _ WO U] 879173 PUB. ‘S35 Uo a7eriay YMER
mou 40U 31,0, "24¢5 qURT o Aeq | -em o8 0 R [TUJ-§10) s11305 o1y, JEI1 16 [GUN ]qUITEAY 3q 3, U0A Fare |
B i Je2I8 BuUW aLoM,, . T8 J9OP oY) deoy 0) soTeq Avy oBre] qua ‘2483 3y Bupds [pun. ; KL 9t U1 159D 000'T IN0qE JO Logisy
. P919910 aq [
5o BUo-1990 1 1 o ey O] | P22 OG0 B AQ 893U JO %o8] | seowrey ou os U0 SuA PUNOM, oy 1. o000 oD WO SITSAL feny] 'ARs |
§5 BIS31-100p [18) 71 Wy symsal o) 10] poresmaduioo 5,01 Aes SUITYS 2 198 J3qWa30q [HUN SRLIEWE oy | < TC. L masTD 343 eALt O8[8.u09 |
eoINT o oomo e | oo L0 OPTEIN WIS eI 03 BUTATe | s9A17ap ,UPIP NG 9] FOaway Furp q AOE TS el 1008 fong
‘91 0} Sld paeoq oty 549 WETE aninoah oK Jeu) 10] o A1ead z20p ) poYIurmO2 oAty SAg P “we o a8 Lo o 173 3891 8upsa, euon
49 21 SaAR1S0d [¥TORIPpE on poonpord | ‘983100 J0 pue ‘djnd 900 h Ay juau | Bupue) atp Uo uopeLIONNn parsenbay | TPPE WOY symsardrummmazg yEnow
AR S % 05 o oy) punars | 1ddns o) posn 1, 58S 910q1 /3 01 PO | SARY aIE f11, o1 U1 Sonorns oup wury | PIedX® alw minsas santmod stogy
T 92 Jo sparpang 3o | 3 99T Furmou g xeep swos 5,a19y,, . ‘MISUIRIY U1 YNQ 3Y) 10} J5]jETeds TR0 STBATTh e Lgu00 U8aq SeY ATjera
$2300.d a1) U] 57 0878 pawoq oM ‘et : "Aes dorp ‘oqox | gopepardap ‘puay YIIN 09 SurpIodry HJ0 ISP a1y ‘Tey 0g 9002 Tre) souts

ETLINOA JJBI8 OI ‘TuRUNIEY ‘199p o) | ® POAUI aawy os[e vam Jesiquno oy uy T gayd | S9IE €L 9G) UL.I93D 0QL] UBY 210w mody
PEI0 O ey O~ dUL0q jedy | SIGUINU J39P 30pa 0} \INCI W A3 10 | s poay apned jo no zeap o doan vy | _SO10MES ansETy pogoel oo seq NG AUl
“PEIS 03 51 ‘9800 Jo ‘TR0 eumn agy, |- IO 9ABSaBBY. pao) Aoy Lem o 59919} 300)-9 SUNINNSUCD J0F STHLISYEW Uy - £} #Bed weoy penuguoy

:  PReyw sjeyp | .0 Bo¥ 9100 Pus sumys o) uipions | g00'cs o) dn sapracsd GO ‘9008 U1 poro _ .
. IUIM ST) ursjqord ¢ U33q y,usey apye0 |- .\._..nnﬂng.mbsﬂngaﬂmogauoowﬁ 8mm—|—

. = :14. e e S TR A R T T S co Ll e . _

! : . Arenb o a3mb 308 3,0pip I, ‘UBLITULI)9A 9)¥) Ej0searuTyy

v| ebed eeg :9QuAH W TPOUBI | ‘umBunJey g 09 Buipdosoy

SI8-0p8 5TY U0 ¥OBq — s8] gaffam U1 gIER4 9Af oqe wyy

r__i....,,_..‘.domdu:ouvmﬁug o
.. 1) FULIND PIONPUOD BIAMOS ﬁmwﬁﬁﬁ.%ﬂwu% 1500 BY §], 0F) SAJEUITIED I

« OUILIoA0S 2umy) 1e91eE0 @ | J,UsBA )L, N
_oﬁgmﬁﬂuvﬁaﬁﬁﬁ h .vmﬁ:n ou._Sm_Ea

S0T0L AUR 2ABT] 3,T0P Nox,, 0Xd ST JJO PAAOUT 310M
"8ARS ‘g 310 ,'9U0P 1949 BAT | BMOD THT sAus I10(T "oIe0 ST Wt

29835Tp o) punoj uoneinEaAur -

g [eIEN jo juounredaq 2)08 | g, 0o 2L ¥y 94 54%8 o[0( 'SpIay IaguTy Joye
. ; durss 8 , *eApsod pejse) 12 aE.Sm@
i’ Eo.a_wgﬂnﬁmﬁoﬁ ﬂwm.wuomw namuﬂ_umwwmr ...bﬁﬂiﬂuﬁn wﬁmmwz%%uoﬂygm [ewue e|Bujs © roye piey sjy eymndodop o) pecsoy gam .w.%m.. S oerTyS Suto]
8,94 8fus oﬁﬂw ‘Burprngal spioy B 9(0Q Ynu) 8,8U0AUB 1,USJR $]80|NDIEYN QUIACY JO 8OSBD 0 8,04M ‘OuID(g maww K Lmoﬂ..&
' oy deop 00y aped oy E.Mwm . pley BUIPINGed o ees "UUIN ‘SUIDIG 80U emeo ses(el OUM ‘OI0Q WIF Y - Tkcpioom Jaquewsa L, |
M . sw.ﬁﬂmhﬂgﬁagm.ﬂ_ﬁq@. R .ﬂas U010 28 el b B ° mﬁ.—goa:wg

‘Peay 000’7 Aq Je) AidnMK 81D PUB PIULR]D 0J8 BISTHIAL
way Iod QOp4 03 Q0SS DIem Y} ‘U], PIACTIAL AIB 4D
.u_%wn JUAM [[138 Y 801 g Ay | A Iage powad Bupiem Aep-og

A3A0 Edwmnua JBUL ‘S[RWUR
000'] UBT) 810Ut JO PIaY MIRua
o Memdodap 3 Wy Butdloy

. PRSITQUIIDT SBM O B S3pNOUT ‘puno} 1 g, educ | - )

v : %%M, u.ammo jeq} 8Aes aﬁﬁm.ﬂﬁ.ﬂ ) ._ooSowm o1y} RAwR %ndﬁhm | m €002 &wmu n.woom_.wﬁ u.w%%nm

By %:...mwﬁ o ey ot uﬂﬂ%wmm_ T 81 ST SOG40 PAOUNONUE J5Iy YI[E9H [eu
oﬂo.buo.a bton FuoBOlOM, |  EARS UCEUNIWH Yea7ER] o) -V JO PIvOY BIOSIUUTK AT

Healqyno oty arojeq .| Ie J3qUWAC [AUN JOBG )] [y
PUY 9 SpaAIq SSIMUAIL], pus | 192 0} 3[YV o J,U0M pUE Yuarq i

) 33 ST U] 0397 PUNOIT) I8 ase
STBUY o) WL £8)s 0) sue(d 9 10 9 JO J[NSAL 6 58 STEYS  LAARE

g 1080y PU® efoq unp

) Surprmagas ars gjos
"PAIIACISTP TUM J8IY g, SI0M .oa.a E]1 1S0] ejosounriy -SUUTH] UINSIMITLION JO Jed
pealds aXou-00R'y 9Y) U0 Nouq RAnwod patsat asey sTemus 52 . Sjowmaz oy E-M.Hmoﬁwnaﬁﬂ

B3 noqe Mou 3y sdes maJ e Afuc ‘ssgogova 0y Ty B
P ﬁ.mﬁ %ﬂm Jorqy ay ( 3sed ST dansod pojse "UuTl
B0 INATY % Ie9uua a]jqout .banmo uenreg uj Aqreau

- -A0US B '9WRS ‘I[IyMUBK qjoq 'SpIRy [EUonipp? oM,
o Y31 185 0] GABM Jeq) ) oswasp Iy

aTED 1ap[o 3081800 9A],, 'BAes | 10} aapsod pe1s) *eade ‘I
910 . 310J9q pEY ] 3780 Jo ‘SUITYS Ay UY []8 ‘SPIY dAY

MOBJ} U0 HOeq suoeiedo Hayy 166 U0z m__.r_ ul @mogmoﬁ_.

| @°PIoU Suipingau uoygRIed BIOSBUUI 1SOMYGION

L s ot ry

auTAGq 9)80]pRIS 0) Hogs ue
Jo yed g8 §pIaY J1o1) ayEmdod
-0p ) pPedI0] TIWRMED ‘AleIns
INQ A1M01S — "UTTH “EADIS

PieseH ("Q°N) ©uoy pump
uepjoq puig Ag

Joqueydeg 93] U] fep oary |

Moy -




@

Jan 31 07 11:2ta p.2

1/31/07 W‘?—‘

The House Natural Resources Committee :

I live in Northeastern North Dakota in deer hunting unit 2-C. Last fall Crystal Sugar left 8% of their beets
in the field because they had na use for them at the processing plant. When the farmers completed their
harvest with Crysial these remaining beets in the field were then dug and hauled to several places end
dumped for deer bait for hurting season. The piles varied in size but most were hauled with triple-axle or
semi-trueks that could haul up to 22 ton per load. These huge piles could attract large herds of desr and
create the possibility of spreading some disease. There were 18 of these piles dumped next to my hunting
property from 10 feet to & quarter of a mile of my property line. If T go out 1o a half-mile the number ross to
30. This was very common in our area, in fact one custom hauler hauled more beets for the deer than he did
for the beet harvest. Some charged 30 dollars a ton delivered. This would be about 660 dollars a toad. Not
such a cheap sport anymore. Some of the loeds went west of Adams so the haul reached out to 40 miles or

more.

We know deer diseases are many and most are spread by close contact or nose to nose. So any licking,
sneezing, coughing, drouling or slobering is a problem. CWD is also transmitted nose to nose.

At this moment USDA sharpshooters are eliminating a deer herd in NW Minnesota near Skime. The area

has a radius of six miles 50 this is close to 4 lownships in size. The edge of this area is 54 miles from our
border and hunting unit 2-C. The latest count is 5 adult bucks tested positive for TB. Meore will be found

- as the kill-continues. The no feed zone-for decr in-this arca is 4000.3q, miles.which is a little smaller than

unit 2-C and is only42 miles from our border. We know for sure that deer can move this far because a deer
from my farm traveled 62 miles in 2004. Deer can just walk across the ice now or in summer they can swim
6 miles per hour 30 the Red River will not stop them.

I'm sure by now you have heard that food plots are the same as bait piles but it’s not true. Food plots
provide nutrition and energy through the year and a bait pile is simply a candy bar treat and stopped when
humting is completed.

1f we don’t ban baiting in this legistative session and TB crosses our border I don’t want to see us wiping

- out township after towmship of diseased deer in a couple of years because it won’t be prcity.

1 urge you to push for this bill. This is your chance to do something good for the species. Remember, the
future of deer-hunting ‘BEGINS NOW.’

Thank you very much.

Larry Lewis, President NDQDM

JAN-31-2097 11:11PM  FAX: ID:DAKOTAH NEWS PAGE:BB2 R=94x




To the Chairman and members of the committee, my name is Ciay Olson from Glen UNin,
ND. I'm In not in favor of this bill because | don't agree with the basis for It, nor the
language In It,

I would be In favor for an actual size restriction on baiting, but not an all out ban on
baiting. It is a useful tool when used with common sense and discretion. Unfortunately
there are some abuses, and If it were not for these abuses, we probably wouid not be
talking about it today. | do helleve that a restriction would fully address these abuses and
greatly reduce them.

I also belleve that size restrictions would greatly reduce the arguments about the possible
transfer of Chronic Wasting Disease, or the spread of noxlous weeds. First of all Chronic
Wasting Disease was first documented in captlve animais more than 40 years ago......and
in wild populations nearly 25 years ago. | think If there was a serious threat to our wild
Populations, we would have seen it by now. It's not to say It's not possible, but the efforts
of other states have reduced the outbreaks, and some to nearly zero occurrences. Some
of these states stlll allow baiting, but do have size and proximity restrictions In place.
Studies have also shown that CWD Is aiso passed by biood transfer via Insects. Just
another reason why a ban on balting is not effective in stopping any possible transfor.
Mother nature will take care of her own......s0 why try to remedy that which we do not even
have a problem with, and mostly llkely won't,

As far as spreading noxious weeds, | find that completely unfounded. | would be much
more concerned about the thousands of birds trangmitting seeds from one location to the
next.....like Sparrows, Blackbirds and yes oven Pheasant. This animals routinely feed in
weed fiiled flelds and tree rows, transferring seeds over wide areas. Once again, a ban on
balting will not effect this transfer on bit.

And as far as baiting goes, anybody knows that has ever lived In North Dakota in the
winter, the deer are not golng to quit congregating just bacause a balt plle is not present.
They will simply congregate somewhere else....like a ranchers hay pile, along his feed
bunks and string of pellets (cake), or outside a farmers grain bins. Deer wlll not become
dependant on It as a food source, they simply take advantage of it. It is beneficlal towards
their health, and helps them maintain a condition that helps them survive the winter.

And as far as size amounts, | believe anybody can ses that hundreds of deer aren't going
to congregate around 5 gallons of feed on the ground.......5....... maybe 10, but | even doubt
that many. it's the folks that dump out a pickup box or a grain truck full that are the
greatest threat. And a ban on baiting wiil not affect the landowners or guldes who will still
be able to plant food plots and manage their flelds for wildlife....... it will affect the "little
guy” who does not own a stitch of land, who maybe has only 8 or 10 acres to hunt, if that.

Most of the pro-ban arguments are based on hypothetical situations...... what if's......| have
spoke to wildlife biologists from Nebraska, Kansas, Texas as well as some of our own.
States like Texas and Kansas have had baiting for weil over 50 years..... yet have not sean
one occurrence of CWD. Nebraska Is the 3rd worst state for CWD, yet stiil allows baiting.
So please vote no on this bill........ baiting serves a useful purpose as an effactive tool for
herd management, and Is also beneficiai to overall health of the animals. Don't let the fow
abuses dictate your decision that will affect all of us that use It as it was Intended.

Sinceraly,

C/Qﬁ 0/sonr




Cass County

WILDLIFE CLUB
Box 336
Casselton, ND 58012

TESTIMONY OF FOSTER HAGER
CASS COUNTY WILDLIFE CLUB
PRESENTED TO THE HOUSE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE
ON

HB 1039
February 1, 2007

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee:

My name is Foster Hager representing the Cass County Wildlife Club.
We support HB 1039. We understand that this bill may be hard for the Game and

. Fish to develop regulations that will satisfy all people that use baiting as a method of
\

—

hunting.
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Meyer, Shirley J.

From: BILL FREITAG [badlands@ndsupemet.com]

Sent: Thursday, February 01, 2007 7:28 AM FROM: BILL & BETTY FREITAG

To: Meyer, Shirley J. LIFE LONG STATE RESIDENTS '
Subject: please vote no HB 1039 Sﬁmshg:o%gﬁ gil?g's\-m PAKOTA i

701-225-6109
REPRESENTATIVE SHIRLEY MEYER,

OUR TESTIMONY FOR HB1039

WE ARE UNABLE TO MAKE THE COMMITTEE HEARING THIS MORNING BECAUSE OF WEATHER.
WOULD YOU PLEASE FORWARD OUR INFO ON TO THE REST OF THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR THIS
MORNINGS HEARING ON HB 1038. THANK YOU!I

WHAT HAVE BEEN THE PROBLEMS WITH BAITING AND FEEDING OF WILDLIFE?

THE UPSIDE OF BAITING HAS BEEN THAT LANDOWNERS ACROSS NORTH DAKOTA LEAVE GRAIN,
FEED, CROP AND COVER FOR WILDLIFE TO UTILIZE. THIS FEEDING HAS HUGELY INCREASED THE
NUMBERS OF HUNTABLE WILDLIFE ACROSS OUR GREAT STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA. NOT ONLY BIRD
HUNTERS, BUT DEER NUMBERS HAVE INCREASED BECAUSE OF AVAILABLE FOOD. THIS FOOD
WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN THERE HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE LANDOWNERS OR LAND LEASORS. THE
LANDOWNER / LEASOR CONTRIBUTES THE MOST TO FEEDING WILDLIFE HERE IN NORTH DAKOTA.

THE LANDOWNER / LEASOR ALSO SEES THE FRUITS OF THE DOLLARS HE SPENDS BECAUSE HE
ENJOYS SEEING WILDLIFE MULTIPLY SO THERE ARE ENOUGH WILDLIFE FOR HIS FAMILY TO HUNT.
AT THE SAME TIME, HE CARRYS ON THE FAMILY TRADITION OF HUNTING. THE EXTRA WILDLIFE THAT
HE PRODUCES FROM HIS EXPENSE OF PUTTING OUT FOOD INCREASES THE NUMBERS OF WILDLIFE
ON HIS PROPERTY TO THE POINT THAT HE CAN ALLOW HUNTERS FROM QUTSIDE OF HIS FAMILY TO
COME AND HUNT ON HIS PROPERTY. HUGE DOLLARS ARE PUT OUT BY LANDOWNERS / LEASORS SO
THAT EVERYONE CAN ENJOY HUNTING HERE IN OUR GREAT STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA.

THINK OF WHAT HAPPENS TO MATURE BUCKS WHEN THEY ARE THROUGH BREEDING. THEY HAVE
LITTLE OR NO FAT RESERVES TO BE ABLE TO STAND OUR SEVERE NORTH DAKOTA WINTERS AND
MANY OF THEM DIE. OUR LANDOWNERS / LEASORS HAVE PROVIDED THE FOOD NECESSARY FOR
THESE MATURE BUCKS TO MAKE IT THROUGH ANOTHER NORTH DAKOTA WINTER AND EVEN GROW
LARGER FOR THE COMING SEASON. THANKS TO THE LANDOWNER / LEASOR OR ANYONE WHO PUTS
OUT FOOD FOR WILDLIFE. THE SAME FOR ALL BIRDS AND ANY OTHER BIG GAME ANIMALS. LET US
NOT FORGET THE HABITAT THAT IS PROVIDED BY THE LANDOWNERS / LEASORS. WITHOUT
LANDOWNER / LEASORS HELP IN FEEDING / BAITING WILDLIFE THERE WOULD NOT BE THE NUMBERS
OF WILDLIFE TO BE HUNTED.

IF WE STOP BAITING / FEEDING WILDLIFE, WE LOOK AT TAKING FOOD AND COVER AWAY FROM
WILDLIFE. THIS NOT ONLY PUTS A BURDEN ON WALDLIFE, BUT ALSO ON HUNTERS. LESS WILDLIFE
MEANS MORE TRESPASSING AND POORER HUNTER LANDOWNER RELATIONS.

THE LANDOWNER / LEASOR WHO FEEDS HIS LIVESTOCK AND SHOOTS A DEER FROM THAT
LOCATION WOULD BE IN VIOLATION IF BAITING WERE ILLEGAL. LANDOWNERS / LEASORS ARE
HUNTING ALL THE TIME WHILE THEY ARE DOING THERE NORMAL DAILY ROUTINES. GRAIN OR
WILDLIFE FOOD IS ALSQ LEFT FROM COMBINES AND SPILLS FROM TRUCKS. NOW IF A HUNTER
SHOOTS A DEER FROM ONE OF THESE UNDETERMINED LOCATIONS ON PRIVATE LANDS ACROSS
NORTH DAKOTA THEN HE WOULD BE IN VIOLATION IF THE EXISTING LAW WERE CHANGED.

NOW SHOULD WE START ARRESTING LANDOWNERS / LEASORS AND HUNTERS WHO SHOOT
WILDLIFE ON PRIVATE PROPERTY WHERE FEED HAS BEEN PUT OUT FOR LIVESTOCK AND
WILDLIFE? THERE IS NO WAY TO DETERMINE THAT ANY GIVEN AREA THAT HAS FEED THAT HAS BEEN
PUT OUT FOR LIVESTOCK OR WILDLIFE IS NOT AN AREA TO BE HUNTED. LANDOWNERS AT TIMES
PUT OUT FEED A DAY OR SO AHEAD OF TIME BEFORE OPENING A GATE TO ALLOW LIVESTOCK IN TO
EAT. IF YOU ARE A DEER HUNTER AND SHOOT A DEER 300 YARDS AWAY AND WHEN YOU GET TO
THAT DEER YOU REALIZE HE 1S WHERE WILDLIFE HAVE BEEN FED THEN YOU WOULD BE IN
VIOLATION SHOULD THE BAITING LAW BE CHANGED.

IF YOU WANT TO SEE MORE GATES CLOSED TO STATE HUNTERS, LESS FOOD FOR WILDLIFE AND
LESS WILDLIFE FOR ALL HUNTERS THEN IT WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED BY
STOPPING BAITING / FEEDING WILDLIFE ACROSS OUR GREAT STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA. | DON'T
THINK WE WANT TO CREATE MORE HUNTER / LANDOWNER ISSUES.

PLEASE VOTE NO ON HB 1039

2/1/2007
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Mr. Chairman and Representatives of the ND House Natural Resources
Committee,

[ have already shared these thoughts with my district representatives but [ think it may
be worth sharing with your Committee as well. These are my thoughts, as an avid
bow and rifle hunter, on the Baiting Bill (HB 1039). First off I support the Bill which
is a ban on baiting and would even suggest follow-up legislation on “feeding” should
be considered. T would even more strongly support the de-politicization of the issue
by having the legislature grant NDGF the authority and obligation to develop and
enforce policies thru proclamation on such issues. Let your experts do their job and
allow the public to give input, debate the pros and cons with staff, via the NDGF
Advisory Board.

There are 3 main issues:

Disease

Management

Ethics — harvest rates historic, instant gratification, right or privilege

Disease: Chronic Wasting Discase (CWD), Tuberculosis (TB) and Slipper Foot are
just a few of the more prominent disease issues. CWD is the most oft discussed. It is
not yet present in ND but it is on our borders. It is spread by contact with Mucosa,
Saliva and other bodily fluids. Concentration of deer accelerates the spread of this
100% fatal disease and 5 gallon buckets of feed have been shown to concentrate more
than 30 deer within very short time periods of exposure to the bait. The issue here is
that as deer feed they leave a little saliva and mucous in the feed and on surfaces. You
also get more face-to-face contact which directly transfers fluids, The first instinct in a
partial ban would be to limit it to small bait piles, unfortunately this has been shown
to be the worst for the spread of TB and I think evidence will also show the same for
CWD given the similarity in transmission. Many diseases stay viable for 16 weeks at
bait piles just waiting for the next host to come along.

Some will argue that since the disease is not here we needn’t take such steps until we
see the diseases. I equate that to lets not use a flu shot until a pandemic is in full
bloom. Once the disease is here and confirmed (and it is coming), it will be too late,
the exposure is done and contagion is very likely. Imagine the heat NDGF and the
legislature will get once it comes and deer populations plummet. We will be called to
task for not managing the resource but instead managing the politics of the resource. I
haven’t even discussed the implications to domestic livestock losses that have
demonstrated the ability to transfer brucellosis (a similarly spread disease) back and
forth with wild ungulates (Deer, Elk, Moose and Bison). This is a case of just do the
right thing and we all know what it is when we step back from our personal short term
benefits.




Management: Baiting/Feeding creates management problems because it changes
concentrations, movement patterns and range of deer. One of the greatest issues
hunters have in this state is ACCESS. Those who feed and bait are more likely to post
than those who do not. This redistributes deer to areas where average folks don’t have
the same opportunity to hunt them. (It is often argued that “I have to bait to draw the
deer off the posted land where they are being fed.” Well if neither side is doing it deer
will redistribute and in the long run average folks will have better access to the
resource.) By redistributing and concentrating deer it also impacts the ability for
NDGF to get appropriate harvests in areas where only a limited number of hunters
have access to the deer. This is evident when you drive along the river and see the
very large herds of deer which half the folks think are a problem and the other half
feed during the winter.

Ethics: The most vocal group of hunters and frequent baiters are guides and bow
hunters. Bow licenses have traditionally been very freely available because the
harvest rate was considered low enough not to impact numbers of gun tags that could
be issued. Well back in the early days you were ecstatic when you got a doe with a
bow. As a result of technological change in bows with sights, triggers, overdraw and
let-off on top of large scale baiting, bow hunters not only expect to harvest but expect
to harvest as if they were subsisting on deer. A large number of bow hunters now
harvest several deer per season. Baiting impacts harvest rates. We have become an
instant gratification society with our moral and ethical decay. Shooting Bambi over a
feed pile removes the “sport” from hunting and is akin to shooting your dog when he
comes to his dinner dish. "I don't have time.", implies a right to harvest rather than a
right to hunt. There is a big difference. It is also a personal choice to invest the time to
increase your odds of harvest. I give up other family time in order to pursue my
passion for hunting. We all make choices with what little leisure time we can afford.

Further on the question: “Is harvest a right or an opportunity?” I contend hunting only
provides the opportunity to harvest and is no sense a “right”. Otherwise we would not
have limited numbers of licenses and other administrative controls. Even Teddy
Roosevelt would agree with my take on this issue. He in fact would be quite blunt
about the character of those who would support baiting (I can provide citations). Then
again, he respected effort as much if not more than the outcome. We should all aspire
to have a little Teddy in us.

Thank you for allowing me to provide these comments,

Duane B. Pool, Ph.D.

513 Aspen Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58503
701-258-8451

701-471-9300
economicstats@netscape.net

.
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To all members of the House Natural Resources committee:

I noticed that your committee has a hearing on baiting on the 1* of February. As 1am unable
to aftend, | am writing thiz letter and do hope it arrives on titne.
I have wrote before and as [ stated in that letter T am 60 years of age, hegm}huming with my
parents hefore I can remember and for the last 4 years have hunted only with s baw,
1 have read the report put out by game and fish concerning baiting and their roain concerns of
baiting as follows:

Spread of disease

Limits of game and fish ability to obtain adequate harvest

Iotroduction of noxious weods

Conflicts between hunters

Negative economic impact on landowners and public agenciss

Ethics
And as [ stated before I do not have the knowledge that game and fish has tut [ do have 2
lifetima of hunting along with providing habitat and feed for wildlife,
The above are real concams but 1 feel both sides need to be told on these issugs, For
instance. The spread of noxious weeds. The feed I feed is from the area and the crops [ grow
are grown in the arca. [ would not dispute that deer can spread seeds. But I feel the spread
of seeds from deer is minimum compart to other ways weeds are spread. Landowners who
do not control weeds oo their land, ranchers who also purchase feed to feed their animals and
then spread the manure on their land. I have been around both all my life. If my true
concern is spread of noxious weeds | would attack where the main source of this spread is
and not just use it &s 2 means 1o stop baiting of deer as most have.
Limits on control of harvest. [ assume when I feed, all the dear in the area will be on my
posted land. I have been around feeding deer since the earlier 70°s. This statemert is not
true. Last night while at my stand the bulk of the deer came from % to 1 mile away on land
thet T have no control over. My program has added io the deer population and provided my
follow hunters with more deer to harvest. Benefiting all. Game and fish hes had & problem
with getting people to apply for the cntire doe Jicenses made available, To me that’s a bigger
concern as to adequate harvest along with availably of Land open to hunting,
Conflicts. In my discussion with other landowners/sportamen I fec! there will be an jncroase
in contlicts if this rule is put in place. | have already been told by land owners bow they
intend to get back at their neighbor with the help of this rule or how they will fix their follow
hurtter, (oncbypurﬁngbaitmhislmdbyhisneighbcrsstmdonopaﬁngday)
} am not sure about the negative economic impact. 1 do know with the increase in deer thare
bas been an increasc in licenses and with this all the benefits that it brings.
Ethics you can not rogulate. We do not know what causes CWD but it is not baiting of deer.
It is thought that limits an baiting may control the spread if the discase is present but it is not
known for sure.
Ifmlonemsonfmthcupmrofbajﬁugisih:jedomybctv-unpeople. Some humters
cxpect to get up Friday morming, site their rifle in and go snywhere they please, And when
they come 10 & site that a person has spent countless time and momics on and has placed no
huming signs up they become upset. They will then use what ever means to lash back
instead of putting effort into their own spot. We all have personal agendas, 1 bave let several
hunters bow hurt on my site and it is less than 2 acres. They have all been successful. But [
have also had bunters who have driven their vehicles under my sand. And they are the fiest
ones to complain about my site. Besides feeding, I have planted at least 300 trees on this site
and have been able to expand the food plot unto the adjoining waste land of my neighbor, In
return my neighbor does hunt in my stand.
You have request game and fish to make the decision. Curt Wells (A outdoor writer) is
agamst baiting, He has taken report that states probably and states this proves, He has told
game and fish either you stop baiting or “I will start working the media pretty hard and will
come at this problern from many angles”. He slamts a report to suit his needs and then
threatens game and fish to do what he feels is the right thing for all of us. There’s pressure.
As can be secn this is an cmotion subject. 1believe game and fish necds help on this from
our [egislative session. This letter is already to long but listen to all sides. People have
personal agendas and they will use whoever to achieve those agendas. For most baiting is
only a small part of what they do. There has been & lot of habitat created by people who bait.
Understand that [ cav obtain a clean harvest ax 300 yards with my rifle but [ do need that
animal withinZOyardstoobtuiuaclemharvcstwithmy bow.

)
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Ibelieve}ouneedmmﬂ:emhlicandnmmakenﬂcsfwwcryming. I had an individuai
who did put bait out. And then, sat in a vehicle, shotthedeerand;dckcdmlhcmaini:g
grain on the ground, IdonotlhinkhewilldoltﬁsagainaslﬂsbuddiutoldhimWhatthcy
thought of him., Pcoplcneadtostcptoﬂ:cplmemdhelp. The easy way is to let the
government take care of the problem snd then complain. But as a whole, people are good
and they do know what is right and wrong, Trust them to make some of these decisions on
their own and police themselves.
Idofeclthcwaytoupproaohthispmblcmisbycducatingﬂnpoopleumthcproperwayto
creste one’s own site. Toahowthatbaitiugisonlyamllpmdyomgoa]mddmthm
mothnrthh:gsyouneedmdoifyuummcss. To respect other’s work. Habitat is the
first part of the equation to success. Loriginally thought that the more female deer ] had the
mﬂwmmofmmﬂuck.Ihtvefcmﬂbypamnalmpeﬁmthatmisisnm
true. A]lowoﬂ:erhumsrsonyourland,underyomconml,toina-eaummuofthn
buck. To educate hunters to ask and helpwi'thwhatcvcrprogramthatlandowrmhuinplan:
or show him how he will benefit from your program. h will benefit all incloding non-hunters
and you will have your spot. Habitat for Pheasants, Do not expect the landowner to do this
alooe and thea share, People will listen and I believe the issucs can and will correct
thermselves without afl the conflicts. Ifwcmﬂmwumebcncﬁtsofwoddugtosethcrfora]l

Briting does not work by itself Bugt it has its place.

I do thank you for your time.
hﬂiegﬂmemdﬁxhﬂpnﬂiﬁapnrﬂgnphmhckywﬂfmdmsforsongbﬁ'dsandﬂle
problems that come with these fecders. T am not sure just what geme and fish intant on this
mbjcctisbutlnmcomﬁmﬂ:yfeeltlﬁsnwdstobaalsomhibited. I just de not
understandhowwammgdﬂeﬂ]ofthmimmmdnﬂcmcmﬂim@nmaybe
education on this subject is what is necded, not nules. Again { .

Do Doy
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