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Chairman Flakoll opened the hearing on SB 2322, a bill relating to restrictions on the acquisition
of agricultural land. All members were present except Senator Erbele.

Senator Wardner introduced the bill. In his capacity as Executive Director of the Dickinson
Area Chamber of Commerce, he has come to appreciate the agricultural groups that participate in
commerce in Dickinson and they all do. From the dairy farmers in Stark County has come the
North Dakota Dairy Task Force. Dairies have a big impact on a community. This bill is
introduced at the request of the North Dakota Dairy Task Force. They want to protect the
infrastructure of the industry. There have been inquiries from people from other countries who
want to come to North Dakota to establish dairy operations. We want to keep the dairies we
have. We have people migrating from urban areas in the US that want to find a place to establish
dairies. This is one way to keep the rural areas vibrant. One dairy cow generates $5000 in

economic impact. The bill requires the individual to be actively involved, and the amendment
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tightens it up even more. They must be there 10 months out of the year. If they leave, they have
2 years to sell the property.

Senator Flakoll asked if a nonresident alien could have a vegetable farm.

Senator Wardner said he could have a vegetable farm but he’d better have a dairy too.

Senator Flakoll asked if he could have three dairy goats.

Senator Wardner said the bill is referring to cows.

Senator Flakoll asked if there is an increased chance of being labeled a bad neighbor with such a
small acreage.

Senator Wardner said a dairy doesn’t take much land, They buy feed, contract to have their
replacement heifers raised. There are concerns about a foreign people owning too much land and
the amendment speaks to that.

Senator Urlacher asked if 320 acres is adequate for spreading manure and meeting EPA
requirements..

Senator Wardner said many dairies have contracts with their neighbors for spreading manure.
They would have to follow all health department regulations.

Senator Taylor asked about the history of the statute.

Senator Wardner said he did not research it. There was a time when a country was coming here
and buying land and we were concerned. That was back in the 80’s.

Senator Klein asked if this would be an individual and not a corporation.

Senator Wardner said yes. We are looking for individuals with families.

Senator Urlacher asked if it could still be a family corporation with an individual operator.
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Senator Flakoll said because his wife was an alien, if she were not a Canadian, could she own
agricultural property.

Senator Wardner said she couldn’t but Senator Flakoll could.

Senator Flakoll said he would like someone to address what South Dakota is doing.

Senator Wardner said the dairy people are very interested in this bill. They are very
progressive.

Gary Hoffman, executive director of the North Dakota Dairy Coalition, testified in favor of the
bill.. (written testimony) (meter 891) By definition, a dairy operation is dairy cows. The history
of the statute, during the energy crunch of the “70’s there was concern about foreigners coming in
to buy land to get energy reserves. Corporate farming should not be an issue. Jerry Messer, one
of their board members who is also on the National Dairy Promotion Check Off Board, is in
Texas on national board business. Harvey Hoff, their chairman, has a daughter with surgery this
morning, Ole Johnson, a dairy producer from Washington state who moved to North Dakota and
has a dairy operation in Stanton now, had a vet check this morning, These are all dairy producers
who support this bill but couldn’t attend today. As dairy numbers continue to decline, it becomes
more difficult for the remaining producers to access those services that are necessary to run an
efficient dairy operation. We have to grow the industry or at least stabilize it. Several
processors have closed their doors in the last few years because of a lack of milk. This would be
one more tool to grow the industry. They have been to the World Dairy Expo and are going next
week to California to the farm expo telling dairy producers why North Dakota is an excellent
location. A large dairy focuses on producing milk. They contract with their neighbors for

manure disposal, they buy their feed, they contract heifer raising.
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Senator Taylor said Mr. Hoffman distributed a very good promotional piece and asked how it is
distributed to potential dairies.

.Mr. Hoffman said the response has been good. In the past 6 months he has had contact with a
Washington state family, a Vermont family, a Washington family is coming in March, two
families from Minnesota, there is a farmer from the Netherlands coming to the United States next
spring (meter 2078)

Senator Taylor said in Towner County, their community development corporation owns a dairy
facility and leased it to someone from the Netherlands. Could we use that angle.

Mr. Hoffman said we could. That was a unique situation. In most cases the lender wants the
producer to own the property where the facilities will be located.

Senator Flakoll asked if he would be opposed to the emergency clause being amended on the
bill.

Mr. Hoffman said that would be helpful. There is a group from England and the Netherlands
that comes to the US every year. He would love to tell them to come to North Dakota next time.
Senator Flakoll asked why the people are coming from the EU nations.

Mr. Hoffman said they are dairy farmers and they love the business. They are being squeezed
out. There isn’t room for animal agriculture any more. The same is true for people from the east
coast of the United States.

Nathan Boehm, a second generation dairy farmer from Mandan, testified in favor of the bill.

(written testimony) (meter 2454)
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Richard Schlosser, representing the North Dakota Farmers Union, testified in opposition to the
bill. (written testimony) (meter 2695) The North Dakota Farmers Union appreciates the efforts
of the Dairy Coalition.

Mr. Schlosser said regarding Senator Taylor’s previous question about the history of the statute,
it was introduced in 1979, during the energy issues of the late ‘70’s.

Senator Taylor asked how long is takes to become a naturalized citizen.

Mr. Schlosser said it is a lengthy process.

Senator Flakoll said it took his wife 7 years.

Senator Flakoll asked if it is better to have an owner from the east coast own agricultural land
for hunting and come here one week per year or for an alien farmer to own it and become an
active part of the community. Which is better for North Dakota.

Mr. Schlosser said neither. They testified on a bill for a different property tax for hunting land,
their members are concerned.

Senator Flakoll asked how we convince people we are not fence building.

Mr. Schlosser said he is speaking to the issue of land ownership. This is a closely held belief of
all North Dakotans. The corporate farming issue is the genesis of this closely held belief.
Senator Flakoll asked if its working well for us.

Mr. Schlosser said yes.

Senator Flakoll said we hear about the decline of rural North Dakota. Wouldn't this help.
Mr.Schlosser said he takes the opposite view.

Chairman Flakoll closed the hearing on SB 2322,
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Senator Klein asked about the opposition testimony of the North Dakota Farmers Union. He
asked if it is because they are against outside investment into North Dakota. {meter 327, tape 2,
side A)

Senator Flakoll said it is the policy of North Dakota Farmers Union.

Senator Seymour said we have a global economy now.

Senator Klein said we area having a difficult time getting young people to stay on the dairy
farm. Itis a hard job. South Dakota has been able to lure a handful of foreign dairy producers,
about one per year. With only 320 acres, would it be so bad?

Senator Taylor said one of the keys is what do the citizens get back. They do get a member of
the community, this is not absentee ownership. It is a very specific group of people. It would be
good for the community and the dairy industry.

Senator Klein said we have lost an opportunity because of this law and we watch our South
Dakota friends expand on these things while we are being isolationists.

Senator Flakoll said if we get one family, its worth considering. One family in small town
North Dakota is a nice thing.

Senator Urlacher said the outlying states have fixed what is broken.

Senator Flakoll said there is an amendment that has been proposed. He doesn’t know that we
have to reduce the size from a section to a half section. There may be some advantages to having
a little more land mass around the operation. Its not as if they are looking at building in

downtown Detroit.

Senator Seymour said he agrees.
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Senator Urlacher said there has been a problem in hog set ups, they needed more space. A
section would be okay.

Senator Flakoll said that is the upper limit, they don’t have to buy that much. If you are a
retiring farmer and you have the place all set up with shelter belts, you would hate to break up the
place.

Senator Flakoll said there may be some opportunity down the road for vegetable production.
Senator Taylor said without the amendments, the bill does not specify dairy operations.
Senator Flakoll said we would have to add that.

Senator Klein said is it so bad for an alien farmer to own a section of land, he still has to live
there and participate in the operation.

Senator Flakoll said that's what he’s saying. The economy of scale would nip you a little.
Senator Urlacher said we should stay with the dairy, otherwise we might endanger the biil.
Senator Klein said what the committee would like is to leave the 640 acres as is and amend to
include only a dairy operation.

Senator Klein moved an amendment to SB 2322 to include only a dairy operation.

Senator Taylor seconded the motion.

The motion passed on a roll call vote 5-0-1.

Senator Klein moved a do pass as amended on SB 2322.

Senator Taylor seconded the motion.

The motion passed on a roll call vote 5-0-1. Senator Flakoll will carry the bill.
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REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE

SB 2322: Agriculture Committee (Sen. Flakoll, Chairman) recommends AMENDMENTS
AS FOLLOWS and when so amended, recommends DO PASS (5 YEAS, 0 NAYS,
1 ABSENT AND NOT VOTING). SB 2322 was placed on the Sixth order on the
calendar.

Page 1, line 18, remove "and"

Page 1, line 20, after the underscored right bracket insert "; and

e. The agricultural landholding includes a dairy operation”

Renumber accordingly
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CHAIRMAN NICHOLAS: Committee Members, we will open the hearing on SB 2322.
RELATING TO RESTRICTIONS ON THE ACQUISITION OF AGRICULTURE LAND.
SENATOR WARRNER: DISTRICT 37. DICKINSON N.D. This is a very specific bill.
Bringing the bill before you. The bill has to do with aliens, people from foreign countries
Owning property in the US as you know right now they can’t own land in ND.

The bill spells out if they don’t live here they have to get rid of the land. In the state of ND there
are a group of people that have come together to try to take care of there own situation. That is
the very people of the state. Being in the dairy business is going up. Simply getting the product
to market. They want more dairies in operation. They want neighbors that are doing the same
thing they are. We are always going to need milk, dairies. People from other parts of the
country want to come here. They are being pushed out by urban sprawl. Plus we have people

from other countries that are looking for opportunities to come here. We talk
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about/out-migration from ND and this is an opportunity to bring some people into the state. The
big thing that I want to remind you is that a dairy operation, one cow dose generate between

F ive to six thousand dollars of annual economic activity. That is huge. I am the director of
commerce in Dickinson. Iknow what makes things click in our community in Dickinson. It is
Agriculture businesses. Two livestock sales yards in Dickinson. They make the cash registers
jingle. 1will tell you what if we had a couple of large dairies in Stark County it would help.
This bill is about allowing people from other countries to own property here. [ am going to turn
if over to Gary Hoffman who is executive director of dairy task force. The bill is very specific.
The amount of property, in time and if they are here doing the dairy they have to divest them
selves of the property. I call upon Gary Hoffman to go through the bill.

GARY HOFFMAN: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR NORTH DAKOTA DAIRY COALITION.
[[PLEASE SEE GARY HOFFMAN’S PRINTED TESTIMONY]]] IURGE A DO PASS
ON THIS BILL Gary offered to answer questions at the end of his testimony.
REPRESENTATIVE MUELLER:  Those folks that have come into

SouthDakota. Are they becoming citizens? If so how long dose that take?

GARY: It takes from five to seven years. To be full fledged citizens. Dairies now days is a
major investment.

REPRESENTATIVE MUELLER: There foreign status, would it have any negative impact on
There taking advantage of the programs we have in the state to develop agriculture enterprises.
GARY: If they are residents and actively operating a dairy they can qualify for any thing the

residents do.
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REPRESENTATIVE BOE. As to the 640 acres what impact would it have if we put in there if
we put in they have to be continues acres.

GARY: Idon’t think it would matter one way or another. The reason they need 640 acres

It would be better for them if it was continues acres. They need acres for feed production.
They would not be interested in have a quarter here and a quarter there. All close.
CHAIARMAN NICHOLAS: The question I have how many acres will 640 acres sustain
How many cows. It dose not seem like much to me. Maybe should be talking about a larger
acreage. Unless you are going to buy feed etc.

GARY: This land would not sustain a dairy. The dairy would buy feed ect from neighbors.
They contract with neighbors.

CHAIRMAN NICHOLAS: Any other support of this bill.

REPRESENTATIVE KREDIT: 1 think this is a good bill and I do support the bill. Itis an
Opportunity for everyone. Our dairy has been operation since 1935, We have a grand son who
is 12 years old and we are hoping someday he will take the dairy farm over from our son.

He would become the 6th generation. It would be unusual. Urge support of bill.

CHAIR: Thank you. Next.

NATHAM JAMES BOEHM: DAIRY FARMER.

[[PLEASE READ NATHAM’S PRINTED TESTIMONY]]

CHAIRMAN NICHOLAS: ADDITIONAL TESTIMONY IN FAVOR OF BILL.

IN OPPOSITION OF BILL.

WOODY BARTH: My name is Woody Barth, Farmers Union. We oppose bill.

[[please see Woody Barths testimony as to opposition.]]
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CHAIRMAN NICHOLAS:: Committee Members, SB 2322. Ithink we can move this bill

out. What are the Committee Members wishes on SB 2322.
REPRESENTATIVE MUELLER; Moved for a DO PASS.
REPRESENTATIVE UGLUM SECONDED THE MOTION.
THE CLERK TOOK THE ROLL THERE WERE 1¢ YES

0 NO

3 ABSENT

REPRESENTATIVE MUELLER CARRIED THE BILL.

CHAIRMAN NICHOLAS CLOSED ON SB 2322
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Roosevelt Park Room
By Gary Hoffman, executive director
North Dakota Dairy Coalition

Good morning

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, my name is Gary Hoffman representing
the North Dakota Dairy Coalition. The ND Dairy Coalition is a group of dairy producers,
dairy processors, ND Ag commodity groups, Rural Electric co-ops, ND Milk Producers
Association and other groups that have a vested interest in the ND dairy industry. Our
board of directors is made up of North Dakota dairy producers who are concerned about
the survival of their industry. The goal of the North Dakota Dairy Coalition is to grow
the dairy industry in ND by; 1. Working with North Dakota producers 1o help them
expand and reinvest in their facilities so they can bring in sons and daughters who may
want to dairy in North Dakota. 2. Recruit dairies from outside our borders who are
considering relocating their dairies to the Midwest.

As producer numbers and dairy cow numbers continue to decline it becomes more and
more difficult for the remaining ND producers to stay in business. North Dakota is at a
critical point in time. We have to grow the industry to keep the infrastructure in place
that is needed for our existing producers. Several processors have closed their doors in
recent years because of not having an adequate milk supply.

We are here today in support of SB 2322, Let me explain why we support this bifl. In
the last six months we have discovered that there are quite a few producers in the United
States and overseas that are looking for a place to dairy farm. Producers are pulling up
stakes and moving to agricultural areas such as the Midwest to continue dairy farming.
States around us are taking advantage of this and recruiting producers because of the
economic impact dairies have on a states economy. In order to be competitive, North
Dakota should be on the same plain as the states around us.

The sponsors of this bill have done a good job of putting in safeguards that our producers
are comfortable with.

SB 2322 requires individuals to live in North Dakota if they own land here. Which
means they can not be an absentee owner.

SB 2322 has an acreage cap on it. In fact, we wouldn’t mind if that was reduced to 320
acres. At 320 acres you really can’t make a living grain farming or cattle ranching so it
would pretty much be restricted to a dairy.
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SB2322 requires that an immigrant land owner would have to register with a state agency
so the state knows the status of the ownership.

And finally if an immigrant land owner doesn’t’ meet the criteria I mentioned before they
have to get rid of the property within a 24 month time period.

I checked with my counter part in South Dakota to see if they have been inundated with
immigrants flocking into their state. Since 1995 they have had 12 dairies move in from
other countries such as the Netherlands, UK, and Belgium. The average age is from 27 to
30. I don’t know what the demographics are in your counties but in McIntosh County
where my farm is located, we could use some people of child bearing age. On average
they have two kids in school and they are not the large corporate farms that we all fear.
These dairies range from 100,130, 300, 350, and 450 to the largest at 800 cows.

In my mind this isn’t any worse than what we are seeing in rural North Dakota now. We
have out of state investors buying farm land at twice its agricultural value just so they can
hunt for a few days. They have no intention of ever moving to North Dakota and living
on the land. They just need a tax shelter and a place to hunt.

I realize that this is not a cure all for our state but it is one little piece in the puzzle for the
dairy industry. Qur number one priority is to grow the industry from within and we will
continue heading down that road but every dairy cow that we can feed in North Dakota
with North Dakota grains and forages generates $6854.00* annually. As you can see,
every cow counts. If you take that times the loss of 64,000 dairy cows in North Dakota
since 1985 you can see that we are leaving $438,656,000.00 on the table by not getting
out their and rebuilding the North Dakota dairy herd.

Again, the North Dakota Dairy Coalition encourages a do pass on SB 2322,

Thank you

(*revenue per cow is based on 20,000 pounds production, average 2003 ND milk price of
$12.74, USDA multiplier for dairy of 2.69)

In 1995 North Dakota had 1250 dairies, today we have 383 dairies

In 1985 North Dakota had 100,000 dairy cows, today we have 36,000 dairy cows
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Mr. Chairman and members of the éomnﬁttee my name is Nathan
quhm and I am here in support of Senate Bill 2322. I am a second
generation dairy farmer from Mandan and currently milk about 100 head of
registered Jerseys and Holsteins with my parents. I am concerned with the
trend the dairy industry has been going in our state. We have fewer dairy
farms which in turn leads us to less infrastructure and technical support for

’ those dairy farms. It is getting harder and harder to find a good dairy
veterinarian, a knowledgeable nutritionist, or available equipment dealer.

As a member of the Dairy Coalition we have put forth goals to
expand the dairy industry from within and from the outside. Senate Bill 2322
would give us another tool to achieve the goals we have set. As you can see
we have put forth restrictions on this land ownership from limiting the
acreage to saying they have to live in this state and actively participate in the
operation. They are also accountable to the Ag Commissioner and if they do

not meet these stipulations must dispose of the property.




What we are talking about is the same type of dairy farmers that have
moved from overseas to our neighboring states. They bring large families
and a solid work ethic. They put money back into their local communities by
buying food, feed and supplies and put kids in the school systems. We
cannot compete with our neighboring states for.this €CONOMmiIc Impact
without Senate Bill 2322,

I'am sure we will hear in opposition to this bill in that they don’t want
“foreigners” to own North Dakota land. 1 would much rather have a dairy
farmer from the Netherlands milking 500 Holsteins next to me than some
doctor from New York owning that same land, hunting on it for one week
per year and having no significant impact on that community or our state
economically, yet this is exactly what our current law allows.

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee I urge a YEA vote on
Senate Bill 2322. Allow the dairy farmers and the Dairy Coalition of this
state this tool to help expand their industry, keep the infrastructure we need
to survive in place and give myself and my family the opportunity to
continue to do what we love, milking cows.

THANK YOU

Are there any questions?
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Senate Bill 2322
Agriculture Committee

Chairman Flakoll and members of the Senate Agriculture Committee.

My name is Richard Schlosser; I am here representing over 35,000 members of
North Dakota Farmers Union. I am here to testify in opposition to SB 2322,

We are opposed to this bill primarily because we feel North Dakota residents and
potential investors from other states should have priority in development of high-
value agricultural enterprises. We realize this is an attempt to jump-start some
dairy operations, but we question why foreign investors need to own land to get
these businesses started. There are alternatives through long-term leasing,
partnierships, or other arrangements to encourage this industry.

Many of us have ancestors who immi grated into our state to became successful
entrepreneurs and our state and nation are richer because of it. However, we are

concerned about creating special exemptions to our emphasis on land ownership
being in the hands of family farmers who participate in successful rural

communities.

We feel this special exemption is being created to fit a specific situation, and it
would be reasonable for the parties involved to seek other solutions to creating
ways to bring outside dairy operations or other expertise into the state, It would
seem that the assets could be leased for a certain period to foreign citizens, to give
them time to move the business assets and personnel here and actuaily become
citizens of this country. With proper structuring of a long-term lease, the foreign
business could be attracted here, and if in time the owners of this business commit
to citizenship and permanent status, then the land could be purchased at that time.
We would also question the commitment to environmental quality if that person or
organization does not intend to become permanent citizens of the area,

NDFU policy states specifically that we oppose alien ownership of land for
agricultural purposes, and actually encourage similar legislation federally with the
intent that agriculture land ownership and the profits made from production
remain in the hands of family farmers and ranchers.

’ North Dakota Farmers Union urges do not pass on SB 2322,

Thank you Chairman Falkoll and members of the committee, I will answer any
questions at this time.

North Dakota Farmers Union, guided by the principles of cooperation, legislation and education,
is an organization committed to the prosperity of family farms and rural communities.




NORTH DAKOTA CENTURY CODE

47-10.1-02. Restriction on acquisition - Exceptions. A person who is
not a citizen of the United States or a citizen of Canada, except a
permanent resident alien of the United States,may not acquire directly
or indirectly any interest in agricultural land. A partnership, limited
partnership, limited liability company, trustee, or other business entity
may not, directly or indirectly, acquire or otherwise obtain any interest,
whether legal, beneficial, or otherwise, in any title to agricultural land
unless the ultimate beneficial interest of the entity is held directly or
indirectly by citizens of the United States or permanent resident aliens
of the United States. This section does not apply to agricultural land
that may be acquired by devise, inheritance, as security for
indebtedness, by process of law in the collection of debts, or by any
procedure for the enforcement of a lien or claim thereon, whether
created by mortgage or otherwise; provided, that all agricultural land
acquired in the collection of debts or by the enforcement of a lien or
claim shall be disposed of within three years after acquiring ownership,
if the acquisition would otherwise violate this section. This section
does not apply to a foreign corporation or a foreign limited liability
company which acquires agricultural land for use as an industrial site
when construction contracts are entered into by the corporation or
limited liability company within one hundred fifty days after
acquisition of the land; provided, that this exception shall only apply to
so much agricultural land as is reasonably necessary for industrial
purposes.

A foreign corporation or a foreign limited liability company which
owns agricultural land for industrial purposes but which discontinues
using the land for industrial purposes shall dispose of the land as
provided by chapter 10-06.1. A foreign corporation or foreign limited
liability company shall dispose of agricultural land acquired for
industrial purposes within one year after acquisition if construction
contracts are not entered into within one hundred fifty days after
acquisition of the land. This section does not apply to citizens or
subjects of a foreign country whose rights to hold land are secured by
treaty or to common carriers by railroad subject to the jurisdiction of
the interstate commerce commission.
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Testimony in support of SB 2322
Gary Hoffman, executive director
North Dakota Dairy Coalition

Good mo@ng D} %_) »

Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, my name is Gary Hoffman representing
the North Dakota Dairy Coalition. The ND Dairy Coalition is a group of dairy producers,
dairy processors, ND Ag commodity groups, Rural Electric co-ops, ND Milk Producers
Association and other groups that have a vested interest in the ND dairy industry. Our
board of directors is made up of North Dakota dairy producers who are concerned about
the survival of their industry. The goal of the North Dakota Dairy Coalition is to grow
the dairy industry in ND by; 1. Working with North Dakota producers to help them
expand and reinvest in their facilities so they can bring in sons and daughters who may
want to dairy in North Dakota.

2. Recruit dairies from outside our borders who are considering relocating their dairies to
the Midwest.

As producer numbers and dairy cow numbers continue to decline it becomes more and

more difficult for the remaining ND producers to stay in business. North Dakota is at a
critical point in time. We have to grow the industry to keep the infrastructure in place.

that is needed for our existing producers. Several processors have closed their doors in
recent years because of not having an adequate milk supply.

We are here today in support of SB 2322. Let me explain why we support this bill. In
the last six months we have discovered that there are quite a few producers in the United
States and overseas that are looking for a place to dairy farm. Producers are pulling up
stakes and moving to agricultural areas such as the Midwest to continue dairy farming,
States around us are taking advantage of this and recruiting producers because of the
economic impact dairies have on a states economy. In order to be competitive, North
Dakota should be on the same plain as the states around us.

The sponsors of this bill have done a good job of putting in safeguards that our producers
are comfortable with.

SB 2322 requires individuals to live in North Dakota if they own land here. Which
means they can not be an absentee owner.,

SB 2322 has an acreage cap on it. 640 acres is a small farming unit by today’s standards.




Senate Bill No. 2322, page?2

SB2322 requires that an immigrant land owner would have to register with a state agency
so the state knows the status of the ownership. ‘

And finally if an immigrant land owner doesn’t’ meet the criteria | mentioned before they
have to get rid of the property within a 24 month time period.

I checked with my counter part in South Dakota to see if they have been inundated with
immigrants flocking into their state. Since 1995 they have had 12 dairies move in from
other countries such as the Netherlands, UK, and Belgium. The average age of the
people moving in is from 27 to 30. I don’t know what the demographics are in your
counties but in McIntosh County where my farm is located, we could use some people of
child bearing age. On average these farm families have two kids in school and they are
not the large corporate farms that we all fear. These dairies range from 100,130, 300,
350, and 450 to the largest at 800 cows.

Giving immigrants the right to farm in North Dakota is simply going back to what we
allowed when my relatives came to North Dakota. This is a welcome change from what
we are seeing in rural North Dakota now. Qut of state investors are buying farm land at
twice its agricultural value just so they can hunt for a few days. They don’t control the
weeds, they never mow the road ditches and they have no intention of ever moving to
North Dakota and living on the land. They just need a tax shelter and a place to hunt.

I realize that this is not a cure all for our state but it is one little piece in the puzzle for the
dairy industry. Our number one priority is to grow the industry in North Dakota. Every
dairy cow adds $6854.00* annually to our rural economy. In 1985 we had 100,000 dairy
cows in North Dakota today we are at about 36,000 cows. North Dakota is losing
$438,656,000.00* annually in economic activity. Let’s give people who want to dairy a
chance to locate in North Dakota. Last week Friday I had a call from a dairy producer in
Holland, Evert Heckman, he and his family will be in the U.S. this spring looking for a
place to dairy. He asked “does ND have any opportunities for dairy farming?” I'd like to
invite him to come to ND, but at this time I have tell him to go to SD or MN.

Again, the North Dakota Dairy Coalition encourages a do pass on SB 2322.

Thank you

(*revenue per cow is based on 20,000 pounds production, average 2003 ND milk price of
$12.74, USDA multiplier for dairy of 2.69) .

In 1995 North Dakota had 1250 dairies, today we have 383 dairies

In 1985 North Dakota had 100,000 dairy cows, today we have 36,000 dairy cows -
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Chairman Nicholas and members of the House Agriculture Committee.

My name is Woody Barth; I asked that this testimony be submitted on behalf of
North Dakota Farmers Union and our 35,000 members. North Dakota Farmers
Union opposes SB 2322,

We are opposed to this bill primarily because we feel North Dakota residents and
potential investors from other states should have priority in development of hi gh-
value agricultural enterprises. We realize this is an attempt to jump-start some
dairy operations, but we question why foreign investors need to own land to get
these businesses started. There are alternatives through long-term leasing,
partnerships, or other arrangements to encourage this industry.

Many of us have ancestors who immigrated into our state to become successful
entrepreneurs and our state and nation are now better because of it. However, we
are concerned about creating special exemptions to our emphasis on land
ownership being in the hands of family farmers who participate in successful rural
communities.

We feel this special exemption is being created to fit a specific situation, and it
would be reasonable for the parties involved to seek other solutions to creating
ways to bring outside dairy operations or other expertise into the state. It would
seem that the assets could be leased for a certain period to foreign citizens, to give
them time to move the business assets and personnel here and actuall y become
citizens of this country. With proper structuring of a long-term lease, the foreign
business could be attracted here, and if in time the owners of this business commit
to citizenship and permanent status, then the land could be purchased at that time.
We would also question the commitment to environmental quality if that person or
organization does not intend to become permanent citizens of the area.

NDFU policy states specifically that we oppose alien ownership of land for
agricultural purposes, and actually encourage similar legislation federally with the
intent that agriculture land ownership and the profits made from production

remain in the hands of family farmers and ranchers.

North Dakota Farmers Union urges do not pass on SB 2322,

Thank you Chairman Nicholas and members of the committee.

North Dakota Farmers Union, guided by the principles of cooperation, legislation and education,
is an organization committed to the prosperity of tamily farms and rural communities.




