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Good afternoon, Madame Chairman, members of the committee, and guests,

For the record, my name is Joshua Wynne. | am Vice President for Health Affairs at the
University of North Dakota and proud to be Dean of your School of Medicine and Health
Sciences. | come before you today on behalf of Dave Molmen, the CEO of Altru Health System
in Grand Forks, North Dakota and Chairman of the School’s Advisory Council, as well as Dr.
Kevin Melicher, a member of both the State Board of Higher Education as well as the Advisory
Council who chaired the forensic study subcommittee. Neither Mr. Molmen nor Dr. Melicher
could be with us today due to other commitments, so they have asked me to testify on their
behalf.

Last spring, the Interim Health Services Committee asked the UND School of Medicine and
Health Sciences Advisory Council to assist the committee by studying issues related to death
certificate reporting throughout the state. The motion requested that “...the University of North
Dakota School of Medicine and Health Sciences Advisory Council review options to improve the
gathering and use of data from death certificates to enhance the population health of the state
and report its findings and recommendations to the Health Services Committee.”

In response to this request, the School’s Advisory Council asked Advisory Council member Dr.
Kevin Melicher to chair a subcommittee to study this request during this past summer and
present the findings of the subcommittee to the Advisory Council. The subcommittee so
reported its findings and recommendations during the Advisory Council’s September 16, 2016
meeting. The report contained a number of suggestions, the most salient of which was that
further study of the entire topic was felt to be necessary. This is because it quickly became
apparent to both the subcommittee as well as the Advisory Council that any other specific
recommendations would be premature at this time in view of the complexity of factors involve
in death investigation and reporting, not the least of which is the presence in the state of two
major units that oversee death investigations and provide forensic services. In subsequent
discussions between the leadership of the North Dakota Department of Health and UND’s
School of Medicine and Health Sciences, a clear consensus emerged that further study is
needed so that the operations of the two forensic units in the state, one in Bismarck under the
auspices of the North Dakota Department of Health and the other in Grand Forks under the
auspices of UND and the School of Medicine and Health Sciences, could be more optimally
coordinated.

Therefore, if it is acceptable to the Committee, we would propose that the North Dakota
Department of Health and the UND School of Medicine and Health Sciences work together over
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the next three and one half months before the start of the 64t Legislative Assembly to
undertake a more complete study of death investigation and forensic services in the state than

has been accomplished to date, and thereby provide a more comprehensive set of
recommendations than would be possible otherwise.

Thank you for your attention. | would be happy to try to answer any questions.





