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Purpose of School Trust Lands

• The North Dakota Department of Trust Lands of 
behalf of the Board of University and School Lands is 
responsible for managing grant of land and 
generating income for trusts.

• North Dakota’s education trust fund balances total 
over $3.6 billion.

• In 2015, Trust assets distributed $109 million to 
schools and beneficiary institutions - equating to 
$973 for every K-12 student



Distribution of Trust Lands
706,578 acres 98%  grassland



These are “Working” Lands.

• Contain valuable oil, gas, coal and 
gravel resources that contribute to 
permanent trust funds for the schools

• Produce income for the schools 
through grazing land leases.



Surface Management
• Process Easements and Surface Damage 

Agreements

• Surface Leasing (97% grassland leases)

• Construction Aggregate (gravel) Leasing

• Reclamation of Oil, Coal and Construction 
Aggregate Impacted Lands

• Range Improvement – Grazing Management

• Noxious weed control

• Public Access

• Grazing Land Inspections



Surface Lease and Easement/Permit
Fiscal Year 2016 Income

• 99% leasing rate for agricultural tracts, 
collecting $7.6 million in rental income in 
FY 2016

• Processed 281 applications for 
easements and surface use permits and 
issued 248 easements and permits, 
generating $4.9 million
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Rights of Way Applications & Reclamation Projects

ROW Reclaim



Water Line Easements 
and Livestock Water Permits

Since July 1, 2011 
• Issued 21 easements for water pipelines
 encompass 86.60 acres
 linear distance of 117,275 feet or 22.21 

miles 

• Issued 42 livestock water pipeline permits to 
grazing lessees.



Easement Management

• Application

• Review

• Survey

• Payment

• Issuance

• Construction

• Reclamation



Digital Work Flow Process

• Timely Communication

• Nearly all Communication is Digital

• All staff have a back up person to avoid work delays.

• In-house database is available for viewing by the 
applicant and the public.



ROW APPLICATION PROCESS
https://land.nd.gov/

https://land.nd.gov/






Applicant can check status of an 
application 24/7 on the internet.

Like tracking a package with UPS or 
Fed Ex





The Story Does Not End When the 
Easement is Issued and the 

Infrastructure has been built.



Construction & Reclamation



• Web based program developed to report on the 
reclamation progress of a right-of-way

• Allows right-of-way holders to report and 
monitor the condition of the right-of-way

• Allows better communication on the status of the 
reclamation on a right-of-way

Reclamation Reporting Program



• Inspectors should have a basic knowledge of 
plants, soils, and ecology

– Inspectors need to be able to ID certain grass and 
weeds species

• Inspections should be conducted at least 
annually, starting immediately after the right-of-
way has been constructed

– Most reclamation projects take a minimum of 3 years

Reclamation Reporting Program



• Reports can be completed using computer, 
tablet, or a smart phone
– Need to have access to the internet

• Reports are editable up to 7 days after 
submission

• Projects are finalized when reclamation 
complete (note reclamation project decrease 
on graph).

Reclamation Reporting Program





Questions




