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Southwest Water Authority

Our Vision:
People and Business Succeeding 

with Quality Water

Our Mission:
Quality Water for Southwest 

North Dakota



Capital Repayment

• The Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) pays a portion of 
rural, domestic, municipal and industrial water sales to 
the Resources Trust Fund (RTF)

• More than $50 million has been paid back to North 
Dakota through August 2016

• Over 30 percent of SWPP’s RTF money has been paid back 
to North Dakota

• Eventually every dollar of the funding used to construct 
the Southwest Pipeline Project will be paid to the 
Resources Trust Fund



Capital Repayment

SWA Customers pay back at a 
rate of 

$5 million per year
and growing !
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Annual Project Repayment

(In thousands)



Amount Paid Back in the Form of 
Capital Repayment

YEAR TOTAL YEAR TOTAL
1991 $11,166.00 2004 $1,621,239.25
1992 $212,899.00 2005 $1,706,958.33
1993 $195,973.00 2006 $1,948,480.26
1994 $300,472.00 2007 $2,308,065.86
1995 $504,179.00 2008 $2,455,506.88
1996 $734,994.15 2009 $2,618,988.11
1997 $857,913.00 2010 $2,776,546.59
1998 $915,791.37 2011 $3,076,416.44
1999 $1,025,997.24 2012 $4,287,275.86
2000 $1,146,779.77 2013 $4,521,640.84
2001 $1,308,267.93 2014 $5,094,325.48
2002 $1,432,224.68 2015 $4,776,377.79
2003 $1,581,284.21 2016* $2,139,936,75

Total $49,559,699.17
(As of June 30, 2016*)



CONTRACT WATER RATE RURAL MINIMUM WITH 
6,000 GALLONS

Capital Repayment REM O&M

Capital Repayment & Water Rates



Service Area & Customers Served



Current Status

• Population served is ~56,000
• Over 6,300 rural customers
• 33 communities
• 23 contract customers
• 2 additional rural water systems
• 21 raw water customers
• 3 crew camps
• 2 raw water depots
• Water sales for 2016 projected at 2.3 billion gallons
• Water revenue for 2016 projected at $13.7 million
• 2 water treatment plants 
• 1 water treatment plant under construction
• 52 employees
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Waiting Lists

Southwest Water Authority 
has 434 requests for water 

in our service area





Construction Contracts

•17 Open Contracts
•12 Contracts Under 

Construction 

























SWPP Projected Peak Demand at Dickinson
Without Capital Improvements



!( !(

Sentinel Butte

!
Golva

!(
Belfield
!( !( !(

New Hradec
!(

Dickinson

!(
Gladstone

!( !(
Hebron

!(

!(
Glen Ullin

(! !(
(! !( !(

!(

Regent
!( Mott

!( !(

Elgin
!(

Carson

!(

!(

Reeder
!

!(

(!
!(

!( Center

Killdeer (!

Zap

Dodge

Beach
Taylor

Medora

Scranton

Halliday

Hettinger

New Leipzig

New England

Dunn Center

RichardtonSouth Heart

Golden Valley

Manning

Hazen

Stanton

Rhame

Southwest Pipeline
Project

N
10 200 40

Miles

Grassy Butte 
Pocket Area

Killdeer Mtn
Pocket Area

Fairfield
Service Area

OMND
WTPQ3

Project 
Location: 
Southwestern 
North Dakota

Main Transmission Pipeline 

Raw Water Line

Served by OMND WTP

Completed or Under Construction

Served by Dickinson WTP

To be Served by OMND WTP in Future 

SWPP Area Served by MWWS MWWS

Supplemental Service
By OMND WTP
County Boundaries 
Service Area Boundaries

Q3

SUPPLEMENTAL
INTAKE 3.6 Miles 30” Parallel Pipe

2nd Dickinson Reservoir

2nd Richardton 
Reservoir

New 6 MGD WTP













Operations and Maintenance

• The Southwest Pipeline Project (SWPP) is owned by 
North Dakota and administered by the State Water 
Commission

• Southwest Water Authority (SWA) was established in 
1991

• Operations and management of the SWPP were 
transferred to SWA on January 1, 1996

• SWA manages, operates, and maintains all SWPP 
features



REM Fund
• The Replacement & Extraordinary Maintenance (REM) Fund 

covers costs of an extraordinary nature or to replace parts of 
the SWPP system that reach their life expectancy

• Originally, the rate was set at 30 cents per thousand gallons of 
water sold

• 2016 rate is 65 cents for every 1,000 gallons of water sold

Contact Contributions $      12,780,366.00 

Rural Contributions $        1,861,357.00

Interest $      4,608,354.00

Dividends $           203,992.00 

Fiduciary Fees $      (469,225.00)

Disbursements $     (3,026,493.00)

Ending Balance $      15,958,354.00 

(As of June 30, 2016)
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Oil Industry Usage History



Oil Industry Usage

SWA Water Depot 2016 Dodge Water Depot

January 8,684,470 January 17,000 

February 6,364,370 February 17,000 

March 197,220 March 10,000 
April 268,540 April 7,000 
May 249,270 May 42,000 

June 127,430 June 112,000 

July 136,090 July 49,300 
8/12/2016 36,380 
Total 16,063,770 Total 254,300



Southwest Pipeline Project

North Dakota Legislature

Construction & Project Owner

Southwest Pipeline Project

North Dakota State Water Commission
Governor/Chairman

Agriculture Commissioner
7 Appointed Members

Chief Engineer and Secretary 
to the Water Commission

Garland Erbele, State Engineer

Southwest Water Authority
15 Elected Directors NDCC

61-24.5

Management, Operations 
& Maintenance



Southwest Water Authority

• Governed by a 15-member board representing 12 counties in the 
service area and the cities of Dickinson and Mandan

• Board members serve 4-year terms with half the Board up for election 
every two years in the June primary



Board of Directors

*

*

*

*Executive Committee Members



Funding
State Funding (in millions of dollars)

Resources Trust Fund $171.10
Water Development Trust Fund $8.47
Subtotal $179.57

Grants
Garrison Diversion Conservatory District
Municipal Rural & Interest  (MR&I) Fund (AARA Funding $11.90) $104.92
United States Department of Agriculture – Rural Development (RUS) $15.32
Natural Resources Conservation Service PL566 $0.93
Subtotal $121.17

State Bonds Repaid by Users
Public Revenue Bonds $7.04
United States Department of Agriculture – Rural Development $15.70
ND Drinking Water Revolving Loan Fund $1.50
Subtotal $24.24

Total Funding $324.98

(Paid through June 30, 2016)



Southwest Water Authority

Thank You!
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